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PREFACE

has been a great deal of attention grven dunng the past few
)::: the xedcﬁnf::\ and descnption of the theory of Jacksonian
democracy 1 have derned much from the treatments of this theme
by Joseph Dorfman Asthur M. Schlesmger Jr and Herbert W
Schneider 1 the specmens of Jacksoman thought here collected
¢ nirbute to the understanding and elucidation of the cntical d fler
ences among these wnterpreters and furnish a reservoit of matenals for
teachers and students of Amencan socul thought 1 shall be well
satusfied
In editing these selections I have been guided by a desire to
make them as readable as possible T have therefore altered punctua
tion and spelling to conform to current Amencan usage For the
most part the ltles given the selections and the subheadings used
withm each selection have been mtroduced by me to faaltate the
reading of the volume The onginal uitles are gven 1 full in the
first footnote to each selection Subheadings passages and footnotes
serted by the editor ate marked by brackets and deletons are
ly indicated by susp points  VWth the exceptions
noted the texts are gaven as they were first printed
‘The editor of a collection such as this 15 dependent upon Libranes
for much asustance 1 ha e been fortunate i finding ready and
capable a1d m the staffs of the New York Public Library and the
Columbia Um ersity Labrary Oskar Prest the editor of this senes

and Herbert W Schneider one of the advisory editors have histened
to my problems and given sage advice

In the preparation of the
manuscript for the press Eleanor W Blau and Lee Rubin hasve been

oy nght and left hands. The selections from Walt Whitman s
editonals appear as published 1 The Gathering of the Fo ces edited
by C Rodgersand J Black (G P Putnams Sons New ) ork 1920)

by permission of the publishers It s a pleasure to me to make public

acknowledgement of my debt t all these who have helped me In
§VIn  tesimony of my

gratitude to them however I absol
from no responsibil ty e st

Cotousia Usverstry June 1947 JLe
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Recent treatments of the Jachsoman have so completely altered
the earlier view of the movement that earlier studies may well remamn
unread Of the recent works Arthur M Schlesinger Jr The Ageof
Jacksons (Boston, 1945) 1s valuable for 1ts correction of older works
and for 1ts resurrection of many forgotten figures in Jachsonun
thought It errs however mn its acceptance of the equation of the
Jacksonian laboring  class with our workers and in ats attempt
tomake a sermon for our trmes out of the movements of a past century
Joseph Dorfman The Economic Mind tn American Crvhs alion 1606~
1865 (New York 1946) especially Chaps XATII and YAIV supplies
an excellent corrective to Schlesinger Dorfman s study 1s hmited to
economic theory however and does not therefore stand by itself
Herbert W Schneider A Hastory of Amertcan Philosophy (New York
1946) Chaps XI and XII help to clanfy the theoretical orentation
of the Jacksomans especially with reference to ther behef in The
Commeon Man

Other matensals of value 1n the further study of the Jachsonmn
movement mclude Albert Post Popular Freethought 1 America 1825~
1850 (New York 1943) which 1s suggestive of the extent to which
rehgious radicalism entered wto the Jacksonwan picture and Merle
Curts The Grouth of American Thought (New York 1943) Chap
IT which sketches some of the factors in the Amerncan scene which

mﬂuenced the JacLsomans m their democratic upheaval
bibl are lable 1n 2ll the books which bave

been mentioned

ot
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INTRODUCTION b

1on therefore represented a compromise among the different
?:::s of the different component groups It 1s for this reason that
different wniters stressing the programs of different groups €an pre
sent such varyng pictures of the Jacksonan party  Because of this
vanegation of views the reader of this collection must be prepared
for the discavery that no single epithet will describe the Jacksoman
Democrats ‘They were by tumns liberal and reactionary 1t1s possible
to mantan that they were reactionary 1 thei espousal of eighteenth
century Liberahsn
There 1s another broader sense however 1n which the term Jack
sontamsm may be used 1f we consider 1deas rather than party labels
In this use Jatksonianistm 15 a general name for a current in Amenan
socusl th ught of the second quarter of the mineteenth cent iry which
more or less consciously pushed back the boundanes of democratic
thinking  ‘There were men who beheved that 1t was important to
mamtain a democratic way of thought and a democratic way of hife
1 the face of the changing conditions which marked this quarter of
a century of developing finance and industry  These men were not
all members of the Jacksonan party they may not have been pohitical
s pporters of Jackson at all  \or was the Jacksoman party always
. ccord with the tdeas of the men whom I make bold te all the
spokesmen of the theory of Jachsonuan democracy whoever may have
been s p ochical exponents The programs of these Jacksonun
social thinbers represent the 1deal which no pohitical party conscious
{ the need to compromuse a program 1n order to win elections could
possibly Tamtamn in wts fullness In the selections included in this
olume th s 1deal can be seen 1n its strength and 1ts weakness

SOURCES OF Jacksowiax Soctar THEORY
The sources of Jacksonuamsm were many and so intertwined as to
make them virtually unposs ble to disentangle Basically 1t must be
sad that the Jacksonuans were trymg to make their adjustment to
the bf  { the mneteenth century i terms drawn either from the
eighteenth centory o from the econom ¢ fiberals of the twenty fi ¢
ve-'ipzs\unmedntcly preceding their times
tically their chief samnt was Jeffersan and their
major gude
w23 ] hn Taylor of Caroline who made the attempt to gv e systematic
statement to Jefferson s p | tical theones Less often the Jacksomans
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States has never been lost it was for this umty that the Civil War
was fought Lincoln spoke mn the Jacksonian tradition when he
placed the preservation of the Union abave the abolition of slavery

Jackson stood forth as symbol n another sense too His prede-
cessors m the Presidency came of the best famihes were well
educated men and scorned feared or distrusted the rabble  Jack
son though better educated than he has been given credit for being
and wealthier and more anstocratic than most accounts of his times
allow came from the frontier wasan outsider  Thus he came to
symbohze for the American people the possibihity that any ctizen
mught become Prestdent Agamn the sumlanty to Lincoln s clear
However rare such an elevation may be the examples of Jackson and
Lincoln can always be cited to prove the freedom of opportumity
America The Jachsonans thus brought a new hope to the common
man

Partly too the reason for this hope was that Jachson s appownt
ments to Federal offices were based upon a frontiersman s ideal the
equicompetence of most men o most tashs  Thus Jachson has been
unjustly credited with inventing another charactenistic of modern
party government n the United States the spoils system  True
he made use of the system for hus specal end he may even have been
the first to apply to Amencan politics the classic ine  To the victors
belong the spoils  This method of guaranteeing adminstratie
officers favorable to the pomnt of view of the new President had
however been used before What was distinctive about Jachson s
way was that his appomntments were based not on proved competence
but on party loyalty He proclauned the theory that any citizen was
competent to the performance of any duty within the government
Perhaps then he should be credited with this continumng tradition
rather than the one he did not engmate

There was another aspect of Jachson s pagty which {oreshadows the
parties of today It was not so much a single umfled party mam
taimng a single pont of view as it was an aggregation of dnerse
groups COVEnng well nigh the entire spectrum of political social and
economic thought These groups were able to umte more or Jess
stably for a time 1n opposttion to certain charactenstics which were
emerging 1n Amernctn UWfe They were unable however to find a
more permanent basis for union than this opposition  The party s
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i1 persod a8 1t had been i Jefferson s The Age of
?;’;T:;lmb\a God had lost favor together the romantics
regarded the world less as a machine runming on ordesly prnaples
andmoreas a haphazard chanceaffaw Asthe mathematical inteltect
guve way toa reason at the beck and call of man s emotions the
trzditional God of unreason had returned 1o religion and a new
corthodoty had developed TH
the Jacksoman can, .
of the arthodot ve uu & wight for example was

politely requested not to try to kelp the Philadelphia W orkingmen s
Party because her pubhinzed fencal and

hurch views would
be a pobitical bandicap  Despite the careful conventionahity of the

party m religious matters however many of the Jacksonians were
men of the reasonable religson of Jeflerson and Pane and peshaps
even more of Ebhu Palmer and the deistical societies 1118 note
worthy that next to Jackson bumsell the greatest popular hero of the
Jacksontans was Colonel Ruchard M Johnson of Kentucky conqueror
of Tecurnseh who as senator mtroduced fl after bill for the abolition
of impnsonment for debt but won the norumation for the vice

presdency by tus report denying the petstions of many orthodox
groups that transportation of the mals should be halted on Sundsy

This report 15 1 many ways the masterly document which the Jack

somans thought 1t and deserves to stand beside Jeflersons Act
establishing religous freedom 1 Virginia and Madison s Memonal

and Remonstrance aganst the paying of religious teachers out of
state funds 1 the front rank of defenses of the treedom of el gron
the United States

Jacxsosianism A Mipbre Crass Moveuent

By 1824 1t had become clear that the Amencan pubhic would not
always clng to the palitscal gudance of an anstocratic Washington
chque Though Fisher Ames and hus political hewrs mught talk to the
death about the  dangers of Amencan bberty  the hounds were
Loose and were baying at the heels of thewr betters  The Jacksoman
i}:ﬁ: dfsa:lp::erhv:as ‘a. <lass struggle and this was never far from
u
honlt by ol \t‘: and :dt:l:g;ozl :;:kn Lest however there

let 1t be made
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denved their pohitical views from Tom Pame Jeremy Bentham or
other more radical eighteenth-century Democrats Through Jefferson
however they were in touch with one of the classical traditions 1n
political thought reaching back to Cicero 1n antiquity and to John
Milton Algernon Sydney and John Locke in the great century of the
development of democratic theory 1n England Where 1t 15 possible
to distinguish the ethical views of the Jacksomans these also seem
to denve largely from English sources in the enlightenment they
adhered to the moral sense school which developed in England and
Scotland 1n the eighteenth century This summary statement of
therr sources m ethics and polities places the Jacksomans clearly i
the line of pohtical liberalism of the sort to which the English kave
gven the name philosophical radicalism  though 1 the Light of
today s problems the position seems far from radical

In therr economic views the Jacksonians followed — and exagger
ated — the views of the school of economic hiberals They enticized
Adam Smith for having admatted any economic restnetions into his
system of free trade at the same time as the) :dobzed Smuth for this
system they followed Dawvid Ricardo they quoted John Ramsay
M Culloch  Of therr Amencan pred and P m
economuc theory the enly one they viewed with any approval was
Daniel Raymond who like them was a stalwart defender of free trade
principles  In addition they had read and carefully considered James
Madison s exposttion of di 1 the Federolsst papers
and were in general agreement with the views there expressed They
were sympathetic to the movements for reform m England such as
Chartism  They thought highly of Robert Owen not so much because
of his hsm s y system however as
because of his emphasis on education  The community system they
felt wiolated ther central tenet of mdmviduzhism and therefore
despite 1ts beneficial results they would have none of it In economic
theory too they carmed on the work of Thomas Jefferson he had
attached and brought down to defeat the Virgin system of primo-
gemture and entail The more extreme Jacksonmans attacked the
whole system of ihentance asan unwarranted interference with the

freedom of trade of each individual 1n hus own generation

One other pomt remams to be noticed Among the Jacksonns
there was a strong tinge of deistic infidelity which was no longer
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A large part of the New Jersey
o wmt pe gm:;cg;:mng;:“p prerfE:rtd to support the Jack
Fedmlxsm\;l:ym to cast their lot with the nsng industnal upper
soxg:]ns cass In New York James Fenumore Cooper whose father
Ed b:r_n a leader of the New York Federalsts 1ncluded 1n hus too-
Litle read Notsons of the Amerscans an elaborate theoretical guuﬁn
10 of broadenmg the base of the franchise n order to provide m;r;
sentation for the lower orders  To some extent 1t must be WZ] "
that Cooper spoke for a landowning class whose power had dwn P
a3 the nising commercial oligarchy began to ovtnumber them  To

a el

n
(nome cnose ealehs ou U it

1achieve

P Y

Cooper s position and indeed that of many of the Jacksomans was
tied to 2 enhicism of the  stake m socety prinaiple which was good
Whig doctrine both 1 the United States and mn England  This
prnaple asserted sunply that only those who were property owners
should have the nght to vote because only they had an mnterest or

stake m good government It 1s the apphecation to government
of the old proverb that He who pays the piper calls the tune  In
times when the pressure from the unfranchised was very great st
could be mitigated by a reduction i the amount of property deemed
necessary to establish such 2 stake  but 1t was a rare and extreme
pos t1on to suggest as did Cooper that the pnneiple stself nas absurd
Another of lus less famihar works Tke Monikins 1s 2 satine novel
dealng largely with this pomt

The caree of Colonel Richard M. Johnson of hentucky has already
been mentioned and lus constant attempt to outlaw wmprisonment

for debt has been noticed  This was also a major concern of the
Jack Democrats of M: h

ts  The victory of the Massa
chusetts Democracy w s the culmination of 2 long term tussle which

ongually mvolved only the commercial interests of the coast towns

and the agranan debtor class of the back country Out of this contest
Shays Rebelhion had develo,

ped as far back as 1786 The sympath,
1 the populace had been with Damel Shays the government d:m:’i
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perfectly clear that the classes which were struggling agamnst each
other were actually the two divisions of the so-called rmddle class

In the upper muddle class were the growing group of large scale
ndustnal and commercial capitalists and the smaller but politically

t number of fi this group was the beneficiary of the

Hauultomzm program of subsidy protection and monopoly In
Jacksomsan termmology 1t was called the party of pnwilege  The
major magazines and newspapers of the country were under the
control of members of this group Its program called for a high
protective tanfl the building of roads and canals at government
expense and a strong central government

Around the lower middle class there collected a motley aggregation
of landowners and farmers who were taxed for roads and canals they
nerther needed or wanted hard money men who distrusted the
banks and therr paper money artisans and master mechanics nho
resented the headstart that the protected ndustnes had over ther
unprotected industries  states nights men especially i the South
wha feared that the concentration of power in the Federal Government
mght prove disastrous to the mstitution of slavery faddsts and
fanatics of all sorts and a few pure Democrats  This miscellaneous
group was called by the Jacksomans the democracy  the people

the working men and vanous other swmlatly appeshing names
The program of the Democratic party ¢alled for lonered tanfls state
banks of deposit with money 1ssuing powers reduced to 2 mmmum
the removal of special privileges in the form of corporate charters
local control over local mprovements and up to a pownt just short
of nullification the maintenance of states rights  Boldly they advo-
cated the extension of the franchise abohtion of impnsonment for
debt and other such measures designed to attract the new mdustnal
woarking class to therr cause

This was good practical politics It was clear that this group of
Iaborers could not forever be excluded from representation 1n a country
whose revolution had been gurated with the slogan of o taxa
tion without representation ‘The time was bound to come when
those whose nghts had bcen gamed by the revolution of their fathers
would be conf! d by a d d for the of nghts directed
against thew position of pnvilege  Some of the saions of the older
farmiltes recognized that this clum might well be enforced by violence
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complete objectrvity but which emphasized the dﬂ“:‘;"[:(:"};‘::
of the Federalist party in the eatly years of the Umt
felt that Fildreth broke onty with the pacty and not withats pmgrahu:‘
To those others whe have read hus Theory of Polufics 1t 1s clear U "
on some points Hildreth had come to a positon close to that of the
Jacksomans Nowhere 15 this clearer than i the concloding section
of the Theory of Polatics tiled ‘Hopes and Hints for the Future
In ths chapter which 1s here kpnntu(i ; the n;mdudmg selcct‘l’o:h
mung age of the e anage in why

d:e e B ‘ths c:( o qual ",mrsxscd by the socialists
ol come 1n for full and detailed conuideration and a non-socualist
solution  Hildreth s route to this conclusion was unique yet many
of the Jacksomans agreed with hum 1 the hope that Amencan democ
racy would truly yreld an age of the people

Thus theme appears and reappears in maay guises in this collection
1In the eathest form mn which it 18 included here Charles Stewart
Daveis —another who was by politics not a Democrat but who s
mecluded because hus thought was Jacksonun even before the era of
Jacksonnamsm — defended the 1deal of popular savereignty of the
ability of the people to govern themselves agamst the attacks of such
men as Fisher Ames whose most typical work was entitled The

Dangers of Amenicon Liberty  For Daveis even the geographical
features of the United States favored the extension of self-gorernment
L wh 1 nmanl g e

Al
placed us trust 1n the power of education s nterpretation of
Machiavellis Prince 15 especully interestng 1n this connection
Machiavells be said had been concerned with the political education
of the soveresgn wastuck as 1n the United States the entire people
was the sovereign the application of Machiyvelly s sch
education 1o the whole people would

eme of political
well in 2 democracy as under an aut

produce a capable sovereignty as
ocracy

Another whse faith was placed on an educational program was

Frances Wnght This freethunking disciple of Jeremy Bentham who

was a close fnend of the aged Lafayette beheved that only a demo-

€ratic education could create democrats  In her view the schools hadg

10 be nationalized m order to provide an educational program
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not execute hum or any of his followers The state constitution of
1780 however which John Adams had drafted and which created
the situation out of wich the rebellion arose was not altered By
1ts provisions the franchuse and the nght to office were restncted to
property owners and taxpayers and the ncher commeraal towns
were over represented 1n the state senate  Yet despite thus restrictne
constitution the Democratic party achieved a signal victory when
mmpnsonment for debt was abohshed on July 4 1834 That was
doubly Independence Day for the farmers and mechanics of Massa
chusetts Their jubilation and their heightened hopes of further
successes are revealed 1n the oration of Fredenck Robinson which ts
included 1n this collection

Proposals to extend the franchise to abohsh :mmpnsonment for debt
and to decrease the ugh protective tanfis were designed to appesl to
the laboring classes as well as to the lower muddle class group among
which they were ongmnated It 1s noteworthy that the attempts of the
Democrats to achieve these ends brought victory in six of the erght
Presidential elections between 1828 and the Civil War In 1840
however a weakness of the extended electorate was revealed the
very emphasis which had been given by the Democrats to the increase
of popular power was turned agamnst them 1n the demagogic Whig
campaign for Harnison and Tyler To some of the Jacksomans this
was a disappontment and a shack  Orestes Augustus Brownson
whose review of Carlyle s Chartism wn the Boslon Quarterly Retvew for
1840 had been a clanon call against reformism and for revolution the
most radical of the pieces tncluded 1n this collection completely lost
tis faith m the pohtical method of ymproving labor s position and
sought 1n religious wnstitunons the key to a better future Others
however recognized the results of the 1840 election as a temporary
setback and did not lose faith as easily as the volatile Brownson

Tue Ace or Tne Proree

Ruchard Haldreth journahist histonan and philosopher was never
a Democrat dunng his earher years he had been a Whig and had
served the Whig cause m his formal wrnitings and m his journalistic
activiies  In 1840 however when Brownson broke with the Demo-
crats Hildreth broke with the Whigs Those who know only hus
History of the United Siates whuch he asserted he had wmtten with
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which would ehminate from the mmds of the young the prejudices
of caste and wealth which their parents held and instilled 1n them
She advocated talung cluldren from their homes dressing them um
formly feeding them umformly giving to all ahke the same traming
This rational plan she thought would establish a national

character of belief in social equality  Her crusade for national educa

tion was a failure but in the workmen s associations and umons whick
obiected tn b+

u 1 sne strove as the remedy for the evils of

American society

In the internecine warfare for control of the Massachusetts Demo-
cratic party the sympathy which has been given to George Bancroft
has tended to throw suspicion on the character and motives of Ins
chief opponent for party control Benjamun Frankln Hallett Ths
suspicion 15 11 a large measure undeserved Hallett as pohtician was
no better and no worse than his mval - He was a lawyer and journalist
who left no systematic statement of his theoretical position hus two
chief works were legal arguments 1n defense of the nghts of the under
pavileged The earher of these concerned The Rights of the Marshpee
Indians (1834) at a time when little concern was being mamfested
for the redshinned abongmnes Parenthetically 1t should be noted
here that Jacksen dered that hs ad ration had solved
the Indian problem by pushing the Indians out of white terntory
mto a backwoods which he thought unhhely to become acvihzed
Hallett s later argument sections of which are here reprinted defended
the legality of the government estabhished 1n Rhode Island by the
Dorr Revolution The broad ground on which Hallett argued was
that the people could not by any act alenate therr ultimate sover
eignty  Unfortunately the Court ruled that the considerations which
Hallett had introduced were pohtical rather than judicial i giving
deasion agamst Hallett s chients Chief Justice Taney faited vo consider
the fundamental issues which were rased

Bancroft himself presents a strange pattern  Of all men he scems
one of the least likely to have been a pohtical leader He went to
Germany as a young man with the intentton of studying theology
one of the earhest of the many Amencan youths who took this edu
cational path  There hus interest shifted towards philosophs  he
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er Schlerermacher and Hegel and ganed familanty mith
i;:dx‘;is“:c: Goethe He came to think mn terms of the post hantian
romantic transcendentatsts  When e returned to the United States
m 1822 he secved brefly as tutor Greek at Harvard and then
became for eight years an unsuccessful teacher 1 the Round Hill
Schood at Northampton Massachusetts. He Telt this work m 1831
Tbegan 1 1834 the pubheation of s Hustery of the United States and
by 1837 he was collector of the port of Boston ~— the most important
patronage dispensing office 1n the state of Massachusetts held by the
Teader of the Democratic party wn that state  Later 1 hus politscal
career he was briefly Secretary of the \avy i the cabinet of President
Polk and then the ambassador of the United States to Great Britawn
At that time he was also a recogmzed leader 1n the 1nner politics of
the Democratic party
His philosophic position led lam to a somewhat different view of
the people from that held by s feltow Democrats  He found an
immanent teason  not 1 indwiduals alone as did Emerson but in
the entire people 1t was by virtue of this quality that the people were
able t enforce progress This doctnine led tum to a theory of the
competence f the collective mind 2 national self rehance  He did
not develop a racically egalitanan position from this doctrine though
he mught well have done so  He mamntawned that immanent reason
was d flused through the human species but not equally developed
w all indnduals  Thus the general voice of manhind proclams
the dictates of pure reason  the people collectnvely are wiser than
the most gifted indrvidual for alt hus wisdom constitutes but a part
of thewrs  How dufferent this from Cooper s readiness half i fear
to extend the franchuse to the populace
Thus we may see that although 1t may be sa1d to have been char
actenstic of the Jacksonians to believe 1n the people s power to govemn
themsel es the form { that behef 1ts occasion its theoretical founda
ton and its outcomes differed from Jacksonian to Jacksontan

Tre ENTERPRISE oF FREEDOM

There a & two antithetical elements which must eater mto any

genuine bel ef in self go ernment the urge for ireedom and the need
for control Throughout the histo

ry of Amencan pol t
these two themes have been considered nd ther Dot cal u:ough‘z
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The claims of the individual to be free and the necessity for the state
to control are counter pressures of vast concern to modermn assayers
of r hatton  For the Jack k the problem seemed
far simpler

They hived closer than we to an era 1n which control was vested in
but a hmited number of mstitutions a monarchy and a herarchy
were the most important  Freedom they thought must come as the
mewvitable result of the destruction of monarchy and herarchy Con
trol was not so much necessary as traditional Dispose of tradition
and 1n particular of traditional forms and you have freedom  What
ever limitations must anse will come as the result of self lmtation
self-control Thus by self government the Jacksonians meant a reso-
Iution of the tension of freedom and autharity in which the authonty
was everased freely by free men 1n which control was not from
above but rather from oneself m which government was not over
the people but rather government of the people by the people as
before Lincoln the 1dea was phrased 1n the mtroductory article to
the first 15sue of The Democratic Review which 1s here mcluded

‘The Amencan Revolution had destroy ed monarchy in their country
Even the bnef Aurry of excitement of the early years of the Republic
when the Federalists had been accused 1n some few cases with reason
of desiring a return to monarchy had died down The Amencan
nation had Ived without a hing for half a century 1t had proved to
the satisfaction of 1ts own people and to the dismay of the royalsts
of the rest of the world that kings were decorative luxuries rather than
necessities

As for luerarchy while 1t presented more of a current threat it had
never really gamned 2 foothold in Amenca There were too many
different religous settlements in celonial America for any one of them
to establish itself as domnant aver more than a limited area  Even
this much of domunance wasunusual - Vet the pnesthood was regarded
as imdious and dangerons of thus the Jacksonuns were fully con
vinced Their fear of pnesthood added to the ever present xeno-
phobia on both cultural and economic bases led totheready acceptance
of nativeA by some f of the Jacl group

Monarchy then had been ehminated and the fear of ecclesiastical
hierarchies was a shying anay from shadows Vet there was a strong
controlling power which the Jacksomans Justly feared in pohtics and
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another 1n their economc hfe and more than either they dreaded therr
co;x};\enaﬁt::: was a strong Central government Self-government m
their opmion had to be local government Thewr spokesmen nngul::e‘
changes on the Jeffersonan theme that the best government s

which gavems least Their major objection to taxation would secn;
to have been the use of the funds thus collected 1 governmenta
actmty  Congress smd Jackson himeelf n hus farewell to the
people be had served ‘has no nght under the Constitution to take
money from the people unless 1t 18 required to execute some one of
the speafic powers mtrusted to the Government Jackeon hike
most of lus followers msisted on the lmitation of the government at
Washington to speafic powers This was the basis of the Jack
sonian opposition to the Wing policy m which Henry Chy was so

d of

g P d ternal mp: such as
roads and canals,

In 1830 Congress passed a bill authonzng the Federal Government
to purchase stock 1n a private company to build a road frem Maysville
to Lexington Kentucky and thus to give its financial support to an
mternal mpravement  Jackson vetoed this bill and hus reputation
for having unduly strengthened the executive branch of the govern
ment 15 largely based upon hus resolute stand i this matter to which
he later referred as 3 plan of unconstitutional expenditure for the
purpose of corrupt nfluence

Jackson's herr Martin Van Buren carned on the fear of strong
government  He went so far as to msist that 1t was mdispensable
that the general government should have difficulty n rasing funds
n o der to guarantee economical government  In no other way can
extravagance be prevented he wrote to the Democrats of Indiana
who were hus fitness as a candidate for the 1844 nomt
nation ‘It 1s the nature of man to spend that beedlessly which he

cqures without effort and to think little of that which costs hittle
trouble to gan.

So too Willam Leggett whose services to the Jacksonian cause
n s editonals i the New York Erening Post and 1n the Plandealer
were important wrote of the “True Functions of Government that
they are restncted 1o the makmg of general laws umform and um
versal in ther aperaton for these purposes and for no other He
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msisted that government has no power to legislate in such a way that
one class gams an advantage over any other nor to tamper with
mdivzdual industry a single hair s breadth beyond what 1s essential
to protect the nghts of person and property  In Leggett s wntings
1t 15 clear that the Jacksomans spoke as a rule for a middle class  He
attacks the Federal Government for having assumed authonty over
the people like that of parents and with about the same degree of
impartiality One cluld becomes a favonite because he has made a
fortune and another because he has fatled 1n the pursuit of that object

one because of 1ts beauty and another because of its deformuty
Thus he censures with an even hand the granting of favors to the
wealthy and of relief to the poverty strichen an attitude which places
the poor laborers for whom he claims to talk squarely i the mddle
The other great Journalist mn the Jacksoman tradiion was Walt
Whitman who appeared toward the end when the pro-slavery forces
had all but swamped the democratic elements in the Democratic
party Whitmans editonals were a clarwon call to return to the
themes of the Jacksomans Whitman tee emphasized the prinaple
of freedom from officious and overactive government  Afen must be
masters unto themselves and not look to presidents and legislatine
bodies for aid  He msists that It 15 only the novice 1 political
economy who thinks 1t the duty of government to make its atizens
happy  Reforms cannot be forced upon men they must work ther
way through the minds of ndsvidual  Not that Jegsl 15 com
pletely useless The legmislature may and sbould when such things
fall 1 3ts way lend us potential weight to the cause of virtue and
happmess It 1s only that We generally expect a great deal too
much of law  and that there 1s a tendency to forget that the misuse
and intrugions of government have always been effected under the
specious pretext of bringing about the mcreased happiness of the whole
y Theonly y function of government 15 to prevent

any man or group of men  from infnnging on the nghts of other mes
Whntman desenbed the past of the Umited States as  our great
expenment of how much liberty society will bear  In this he but
followed Charles Stewart Daveis who neatly a quarter of a century
earher when the Jacksoman mpulse was just arstng wn Jeffersonun
democraty had sud  We have entered upon a sober expenment how
far the simple moral principles of soctety are competent for their own
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rvation  The smple moral prinaiples of society 1avo
{P;)‘::C;;LE:‘S;‘ of the entire peopl; Sutil:‘ scl{-gove:r:r:e‘::el ; \t;t::!}l:\a\‘);
m political hie  the problem 1s ye!

'ij;: gfxﬁmt‘:pnmmbk for reconcing authonty :‘u‘fl‘b!;t)c
Thus the Jacksonans spoke for freedom as they spoke & p: it ;
Like theur predecessors the Jeflersonan democrats of the Age of
Reason they felt the eyes of the world upon them as they carned out
the Amencan tan d Lake the § too

they thought of this expenment as carrying out the enterpnse of
freedom

Tre FREEDOM OF ENTERPRISE

“Thus enterpnise of freedom the Jacksontans tned to explore on the
economc level as well as the polincal  They took afl 100 senousty
the laissez faire themes of economic hiberahsm  Here even more than
1n their poliical thinkung they lost s ght of the need for controt under
the sput of the urge to hberty Thewr economic thought had sents
mental appea} but was saentifically unsound

The strong controlling econome force which they feared was a
centrabzed bank and it was such a bank which they ihented from
thexr predecessars m pohitical control  Indeed the Second Bank of
the Un ted States was a financial octopus whose stockholders made
outrageous profits at the expense of the Government and therefore at
the expense of the atizens A great deal of the entiusm which the
Jacksomans Jevelled at the Bank was justified The Banl directors
we ¢ shameless m thew purchase of members of Congress Dansel
W bster s relati ns with the durectors are too well known to be wosth
sepeating and 100 scandalous to have been repeated as frequently as
theyha ebeen The combinat on of Bank and State the development
of which the Jacksomans feared was virtually a reabity by the time
the Bank s charter came up for renewal1n 1832 Jackson svetoof the
bill rechartenng the Bank was one of the most popular acts of his
adminstraty »

The J chsanians however much they dishiked the Bank and dis

trusted the fin noal ohgarchy which directed 1ts aflars were at o
loss to pro ads 2n acceptable substitute

The r pnnaples forbade
any attempt at restnction or control of the Bank by the Government
A strong go emment would have been necessary for that solution to
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be effective  No more could they advocate that the Government
should enter 1nto the banking business for the same reason It was
charactenstic of the Jachsomans that they dented the nght of the
Government to 1ssue paper money which they interpreted hiterally as
Ppromussory notes

The solutions which the Jacksonian theonsts proposed had to be
based on a policy of decentralization They favored a decentralized
state they proposed the decentralization of banking The degree to
which they carrted such proposals differed  Where more conservatsve
Jacksomans like Jackson hunself advocated a system of state banks
extremsts hke New York s antt lists under the leadershup of
Theodore Sedgwich Jr and Dr John Vethale beheved that banling
should be thrown completely open to the public that any man who
so desired should be allowed to open a bank Banking sud ths
group 15 an hononfic name for the money trade for the buying and
selling of credit and should be no more restncted than any other
business

Altogether the theme of monopoly loomed large in Jacksoman
economic thought Stated very generally the position taken was that
any corporate charter was a grant of privilege tantamount to 2
monopoly To obwiate the problems thus created either no such
charters should be granted or all who apphed should be given charters
That 15 ether no one or everyone should be granted a monopoly
If no one were to be granted a corporate charter the disadvantages
would be great 1n partrerships or mdividual b for pl
there 15 unlimited liability which may be good from the viewpomt
of the creditors but not 1 the view of the business man  Corporate
charters on the other hand provided a desirable limitation of hability
The alternative was then to issue corporate charters as a matter of
routine to alt apphcants Thus every man would be his own monop-
ohist and all would be equal  Had this theory been put into practice
the result would have exceeded the Runtaman mmaginmngs of W S
Gilbert

Yet with munor individual vanations this was the economic theory
which the Jacksomans called iree trade  They carned their theory
sometimes to absurd lengths  William Cullen Bryant well known as
a poet 15 perhaps less well known as one of the chicl editors of the
New York Eveming Post and a leader of the Locofoco democrats of
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New York In ane of his editonals which 11 here reprnted B"Y:“‘
declares hus objectton to usury laws as 3 form of gov 'm‘“'“:ch‘:‘n“
ference with free trade  That such laws madest possible for mechamcs
and small business men to borrow meney without getuing nto the
hands of oppressive extortioners did not offset the fact that these laws
required the govemment to intervene between money seller and
money buyer Surely this may well be ealled consistency camed out
urd lengths
tog:s a d:ﬁ:%znl tangent Thomas Skidmore realized that however
equal the opportunities for free trading were kept 1n any one genera
U 0 the ohentance of property prevented the members of any one
generation from gettng off to an equal start Tn hus book calied
The R ghts of Man fo Property! Sladmore worked out an elaborate
and detatled but fantasic scheme whereby within each generation
there might be complete freedom of enterpnse but property could
not be handed down from generation to generation Each new
idwidual got off to a fresh start by beng assigned hus equat share of
the world s property out of the estates of those who died the year the
new owners were bom
Although such faddism cannot be completely elummnated in present

ing Jacksonan socual theory 1t must be remembered that every socud
movement has its lunat ¢ fnnge of those who take its slogans serously
as guides toaction rather than hightly as devices for catching votes or
support  There wete sounder and more moderate economic thinkers
among the Jacksomans  W.liam Gouge was one s Short Hustery
of Paper Money and Banking 1n the Un led Stotes 13 a earefu) account
based on whatever statistical mformation was avaslable in his time
1t 15 wformed by hostihity to banking and to paper money Gounge
Was a3 anxio s for data which could be used to attack the Second
Bank of the Unsted States as N cholas Biddle was to collect data 1n
support of hus Bank  Gouge s Histery was a platform for the dis-
cuss on of an economic program which mght have been though 1t
never actually was tried n pract ce

hAgﬂm David Henshaw s analysss of the Dartmouth College Case
showed a elear grasp of the fundamental socuo-economic 1ssues whch

underlyy the purely legat
Court He rmhzcdyth:ga aspects of the decwsion of the Supreme

t in declanng corporate charters to be T
petual umbreakable contracts between the state and the mrpomt\:\s
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Justice Marshall and the members of his Court were placing the then
evisting corporations outside of the law and thus giving them a status
of extraordinary privilege which was dangerous to the well being of
democratic Umted States

Ta this hst of more conservative thinkers on economie themes should
certainly be added the names of Stephen Sumpson and Gulbert Vale
Both of these men were pnmanly publicists rather than economusts
yet both of them realized that the artisan class for which they spoke
could not engage 1n any considerable political activity without a basic
acquaimntance with economic theory Simpson stated speaifically his
intention to wnte of pohtical economy from the wviewpomnt of the
Awmencan workers  Vale was clearly wnting for the same group
though he did not address himself exphaitly to1t  Vale in particular
should be recognized as a belated devotee of the Age of Reason He
still wrote without affectation of government as a voluntary compact
for mutual protection of natural nghts and of the legitimate object
of lepslators and governors which1s to profect the natural nights of
man and not te take the contral of the property of soctety  Both
Simpson and Vale adhered to the theory that value 1s created by
labor Vale argued agamst those who would destroy or prohibit the
use of machinery that the machine added to the value the laborer
could produce and was therefore desirable

Thus on the plane of economics the Jacksomans transformed faith
m the enterpnise of freedom into belef 1 the freedom of enterpnse
Some were sober 1n therr programs while others devoted themsehes
to impossibly Quitotic schemes for the reformation of the social order
Ina word Jacksoman politics was egalitarian Jacksoman economics
hibertanan

A ProGrax FoR Lasor

If this1s so two of the three watchwords of the French Revolution
have been d for It 1s possible to find an exp of the
third watchword fratermty among the Jacksonians but always on
class hines never on a national basis  When Theophilus Fish declared
that capital and labor were 1n perpetual conflict he was but
making explicit one of the assumptions common among the Jach
sonans To Fisk and the others capital meant an oligarchy of those
who hived on the work of others which was united against a disumited
class of those who worked themselves
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was that this norking class should unite to

m':rellmt:eh vulx‘\’\\u; soih\,:lo:ppontnts General Trades Unions and Work
ingmen § parties were the wmstitutions which they thought should be
encouraged to strengthen working class urity  From Philadelphia
from Boston from New York came the call for the mechamics l:d:ml;

Langdon Byllesby a Philadelphian proposed what mught today

cooperatives as the remedy for ensting \nequam\les
- e\ W

n
dations to the organtzatian 01 uRiLS &l u All

ahike were hopeful of great achievement through organization  This
was their version of fraternity

CoveLosion

These miroductory remarks and the volume of selections they
preface should make 1t clear to the discermng reader why the Jack
sonan movement and the party w which the movement was gnven
partial expression have proved so difficult to interpret It was a
atch all mo ement umted . 1S opposition o the financil and
commercal monopolies of the threelarge cities of Boston Philadelphua
and New York The nucleus of the movement everywhere was the
same a relatively well-educated and polically conscious group of
lawyers journahsts and skalled mechames whose interests comaded
with those of the slave-owmng planters of the Southern States o
smgle statement can cover the vanety of positne programs they
enunciated  ‘They were 2greed on where they did not want the
Unted States to go but differed sharply on every thing else

Those who have tried to interpret this diversity 1nto umty call to
mind the blind men who described an elephant on the basis of partia}
sensory expenence of the ammal  To depict a unity of view where a
multipl oty of views 15 evident 15 a clearer charactenzation of the
observers than of the observed To deny even the umty of dissent1s
equally namrow 1t s for that reason that the Jacksonuns as here
presented emerge as a microcosm of the United States asa dwersity
m unity
One final companson As one dnes out of any large aity on a major
tighway he s bound to see a large signpost with arrows x{mnlmg h)m\
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Justice Marshall and the members of hus Court were placing the then
exsting corporations outside of the Jaw and thus giving them a status
of extraordinary privilege which was dangerous to the well bemg of a
democratic United States

To this hist of more conservative thinkers on economic themes should
certainly be added the names of Stephen Stmpson and Gilbert Vale
Both of these men were primanly publicists rather than economsts
yet both of them reahized that the artisan class for which they spoke
could not engage in any considerable political activity without a basic
acquaintance with economme theory  Simpson stated specifically his
mtention to wiite of pohitical economy from the wviewpomt of the
Amencan worhers Vale was clearly wnting for the same group
though he did not address himself expliatly toit  Vale mn particular
should be recognized as a belated devotee of the Age of Reason He
still wrote without affectation of government as a voluntary compact
for mutual protection of natural nghts and of the legitimate object
of legslators and governors  which1s to protect the natural nghts of
man and not to take the control of the property of society  Both
Simpson and Vale adhered to the theory that value is created by
labor  Vale argued against those who would destroy or prohibit the
use of machmery that the machine added to the value the laborer
could produce and was therefore desirable

Thus on the plane of economics the Jachsomans transformed faith
1 the enterpnse of freedom 1nto belief mn the freedom of enterprse
Some were sober wn therr programs while athers devoted themselves
to impossibly Quixotic schemes for the reformation of the social order
In a word Jachsoman politics was egalitanan  Jachsontan economics
hbertanan
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If this 1s s0 two of the three watchwords of the French Revolution
have been accounted for It 1s possible to find an expression of the
third watchword fratermty among the Jacksonmns but always on
class ines never on a national basis  When Theophilus Fisk declared
that capital and labor were in perpetual confiict he was but
making exphiait one of the assumptions common among the Jack
somans ‘To Fish and the othess capital meant an ehgarchy of these
who hved on the work of others which was united agamst a disunited
class of those who worked themselves
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called producer s cooperatives as the remedy for eustuty,  Cyua

Ely Moore master printet and later member of Congress from \ew
Yorh 2nd Fredench Robmson of Boston limtted their recommen
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Conerusion

These mtroductory remarks and the volume of selections they
preface shonld make 1t clear to the discerning reader why the Jack
soman moyement 2nd the party in which the movement was given
partul express on have proved so difficult to wterpret It was a
catchall movement umited in 1ts opposition to the financual and
commerctal monopohies of the three large cities of Boston Phuladelphia
and New Yorh  The nucleus of the movement eserywhere was the
same a relan ely well-educated and pohtically conscious group of
lawyers journalists and skilled mechanics whose mterests comaded
with those of the slaye-owning planters of the Southern States \o
single statement can cover the variety of positive programs they
¢ uncated  Thev were agreed on where they did not want the
United States to go but differed sharply on every thung else

Those who have tried to mterpret this disersity mto unity call to
rand the blind men who described an elephant on the basis of patta}
sensory expenence of the ammal  To depict 2 umty of view where a
multiphaty of views 1s e 2dent 15 a clearer charactenzation of the

bservers than of the observed  To deny even the unity of dissent 35
equally narrow It 15 for that reason that the Jacksonans as here
presented emerge as a microcosm of the United States as a dnersity
m umty
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10 many possible destinations  ‘These arrows have but one thing m
common all alike point away from the city he has just left Let this
stand as 2 symbol of Jacksomans Though they pownted to many
different possible Amenican futures all alke pomted away from an
Amenca of privilege and monopoly



PART ONE

The 1deal of Self Government






1
ANDREW JACKSON
A POLITICAL TESTAMENT!

EING ABOUT to retire finally from publc hfe T beg lease ta
offer you my grateful thanks for the many proofs of hindness
and confidence which I have recened at your hands It has

been my fortune n the discharge of public duties covil and rilitary

frequently to have found myself diff cult and trying situations
where prompt decision and energetic aclion Were necessary and where
the interest of the country required that bt h respansitikities should
be featlessly encountered and 1t 15 with the deepest emotions of
gratitude that I acknowled e the continued and unbroken conf dence

1th which you have sustained me 1 every trial \y pubhic hfe has
been a long one and I cannot hope that it has at all imes been free
from errors  But I have the consolation of hnos tng that of mustales

have been committed they have not senously injured the country 1

so anvicusly endeavored to sene and at the moment when I sur

render my last public trust Tlea e this great people prosperous and
happy 1n the foll enjoyment of hiberty and peace and honore 1 and
respected by every nation of the world

1 my humble efforts have in any degree contnbuted to presene

10 you these blessings Tha e been more than rewarded by the honors

you have heaped ypon me and above all by the generous confidence

with which you have supported me n every pent and with which
vou hare continued ta an mate and cheer my path ta the closm  hour
of my political hfe  The time has now come when advanced age and

br ken frame warn me to retire from public concerns but the recol
lection of the many fa ors you have besto ed upon me 1S engraven
upon my heart and I have feit that T could not part fr m your service

w thout making ths public acknonledgment of the gratitude T one

you And if T use the occasion to offer to you the counsels of age and

expenience vou il I trust receme them with the same indulgent
[From F ~t 4d2 Ade Juk
S 2y ool g :I'JI W s ";: P,df.l., 5',’;, l{, ',z,‘?"'
(Washungton, 832) pp 3 6 —T xt eompl ¢ } '
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kindnesg which y oy bave g often extended (o me and wyp 44 least

See m thep, an earnegs desire 1o Perpetuate ths favored Lind the
d equa] lawg

[Taz STATE OF TR Narion)
We haye now hiveq almogt fifty years under the Constitution framed
by the sages ang 10 the Reonutxon The conflicts 1 whyeh

€ spint i Vaged war ABaunst each other angq our mt
mate Commere;y) Connectiong v, h ever Part of the vilized worlgy
fendereq ime of mycp d culty £, emment of the

ou;
the evils which Precede o folloy, o state of bostxbt_y with powerfy)
Nations Yy e encountereq these trja]s with our Commuuon yetinate
infancy and undep the dxsadv:mt:xges Shich 5 new angd untned Goy
€rment Must always feel whep 115 calleq Upon to py¢ forth yts whole
Strength Without the lights of €Xperience to gude it or ¢pe weght of
Precedentg to Justify gt Mmeasyreg But we V€ passed triumphangh,
through a)3 these difficultyeg Our Constitypyon 15110 longer 3 doyhyfy
E¥periment and at ¢pe end of nearly hajf century we fing that gt
has Dreseryed Unimpaireq ghe hberties of the people secured the
nights of Propert, and thae our country hag Mproved and 1 flounish
g beyonq any former €Xample ;, the history of nationg
In oyr domest,c €oncerns there 1S every thing 1o €NCourge ys apg
if you are true to ‘oursely gg nothing capy impede y oy march to the

highest bomnt of nationa) Prosperey The s g
been Tetardeq herr .. 1
th

r Priced 1n situa
t Pt U3t they Wil share n the bl:ssmgs of
% waton apg be saveq from thay degradation ang E]
which they nere mpidly hase .

andwhr

Ppromot Tejoce thyy the
remnan U 14Le has begy ength py. yond the

at
reach of njury or OPpression apg that the Paterna} care of the Gen
eral Gmemmcnt will hereafter Ratch ovep them apg Protect thep,
If we tum to our relationg with foreign bowers 0 find oyp con
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dition equally gratifyng Actuated by the sincere desire to do Justice
. erncerve the blessings of peace our inter
< et
as
generally been met 1n 2 Correspu u o - nd
standing have been surmounted by friendly discussion 2nd the mutual
dese to be Just and the claims of our citizens which had been long
withheld have at length been acknowledged and adjusted and satis-
factory amangements made for thew final payment ? and with a
lizted and I trust a temporary exceplion our relations with every
foreyn power are now of the most fnendly character our commerce
V) ding and our flag respected 1n every quarter of the

world,

{TrE NEED POR UNTTY 18 TE Unton]

These cheening and gratelu} prospects and these multiphed favors
we awe under Providence to the adoptian of the Federal Constitu
ton It 13 no longer a question whether this great country can
temain happily umted and flourish under our present form of govern
ment, Expenence the unemnng test of all human undertakings has
shon the widom and foresight of those who formed 1t and has
proved that in the un on of these States there 13 a sure foundation for
the brightest hopes of freedom and for the happness of the people
Atesery hazard and by every sacnfice this Union must be preserved

(The necessity of watching with jealous anxiety for the preservation
OI-‘ :.:e Union was earnestly pressed upon tus fellow citizens by the
u; ler of hus country in tus farewell address He haa there told us
b ‘:hhlle expenence shall not have demonstrated is impractica
Who}m am will alway s be reason to distrust the patriotism of those
— «i'zy Quarter may endeavor to weahen its bonds  and he has
o uit“ tn the strongest terms agawnst the formation of parties
& m\f cal discnminations as one of the means which mght
o T umon and to which designing men would be likely to

MT\::“L:‘ssom contaned in this invaluable legacy of Washigton to
v lrymeu sh W4 be chenshed 1n the heart of every citizen o
oy generation and perhaps at no peniod of time could the

Telers o the Spalt 1o Clams gawnet Fran | N
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be more usefully remembered than at the present moment For
when we look upon the scenes that are passing around us and dwel
upen the pages of s parting address s paternal counsels would
seem to be not merely the offspring of wisdom and foresight but the
voice of prophecy foretelling events and warning us of the ewl o
come Forty years have passed since this impenishable document was
given to his countrymen The Federal Constrtution was then regarded
by him as an evperiment and he so speaks of 1t 1 his address but
an experiment upon the success of which the best hopes of his country
depended and we all know that he was prepared to lay down bs
Iife 1f necessary to secure tot a full and a fair tnal  The tnal bas
been made It has succeeded beyond the proudest hopes of those who
framed 1t Exery quarter of this widely extended nation has felt its
blessings and shared 1n the general prospenity produced by its adop-
tion But amd this general prospenty and splendid success the
dangers of which he warned us are becoming every day more evident
and the sign of evil are suffictenty apparent to anaken the deepest
anwiety m the bosom of the patriot We behold systematic cfforts
publiclv made to sow the seeds of discord between different parts of
the United States and to place party divisions directly upon geo-
graphical distinctions  to excite the sonth agamst the north and the
north agamnst the sou i and to force mnto the controversy the most
delicate and exciting topies topics upon which st is impossible that
a large portion of the Union can ever speak without strong emotion
Appeals too are constantly made to sectional mnterests 1n order to
mnfluence the election of the Chief Magistrate as 1f 1t were desired
that he should favor o particular quarter of the country instead of
fulfilling the duties of his statton with tmpartial yustice to all and the
possible dissolution of the Unton has at length become an ordman
and famihar subject of discussion  Has the warming voice of Vash
ington been forgotten? or have designs already been formed to sever
the Union? Let 1t not be supposed that I impute to all of those who
harve taken an active part in these unwise and unprofitable discus
stons a want of patriotism or of public virtue  The honorable feeling
of State pnde and local attachments find a place 10 the bosoms of
the most enlightened and pure But while such men are conscious of
thew own integnty and honesty of purpose they ought never to
forget that the citizens of other States are their political brethren
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wever mustaken they may be their views the great
:;:; :2:1::‘:\ are equally honest and upnight with themselves Mu(ua;
susp ctons and reproaches may 1 time create mutual hostﬁxlyd an
artful and des gning men will always be found who are ready 10(
foment these fatal divisions and to 1nfiame the natural jealous T[ o‘
dufferent sections of the country The Tustery of the world 15 full o
such examples and especially the Tustory of republics
What have you to gam by dusion and dissenssion? Delude not
yoursel es with the belsef that & breach once made ma  be after
wards repaired  1f the Umon 15 onte severed the line of separation
will grow wider and wider and the controversies which are now
debated and settled in the halls of legslation will then be tned in
fields of battle 2nd determined by the sword “\either should you
decewve yourselves with the hope that the first line of separation would
be the permanent one and that notbing but harmeny and concord
= o b dussolutt o
and vnchas-
ers 1 which

nst the com
mon foc the memory of wictones won bv tnerr n ted wvalor the

prospenity and happiness they bave enjoyed under the present Con
stitution the proud name they bear as citizens of this great republic
it all these recollections and proofs of common tnterest are not strong
enough to ind us together as one people what tie will hold united
the new davis ons of empire when these bonds have been broken and
this Umon dissevered? The first line of separation would not last for
2 single generation new fragments would be torn off new leaders
would spring up and this great and glonous republic would soon be
broken nt a multitude of petty states without commerce without
credit jealaus of one another armed for mutual aggression loaded
with taxes to pay anmies and leaders seekang a1d agamnst each other
from fore gn powers irsulted and trampled upon by the nations of
Europe until harassed with conflicts and humbled and debased 1n
spnt they would be ready to submt to the absolute dominion of
2 y military adventurer and to sutrender their liberty for the sake of
Tepose It 15 impossible to ook on the consequences that would
mevitably follow the destruction of this Government and not feel
indymant when we hear cold calculations abaut the value of the
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Union and have so constantly before us a hine of conduct so well eal
culated to weaken 1its ties

There 15 too much at stake to allow pnide or passion to mfluence
vour decision Never for a moment believe that the great body of
the aitizens of any State or States can deltberately intend to do wro
‘They may under the mfluence of temporary or misguided
opmons commut mistahes they may be musled for 1 time by the
suggestions of self interest but n a2 commumty so enlightened and
patniotic as the people of the United States argument will soon make
them sensible of therr errors and when convinced they will be read
to repair them If they have no higher or better motives to govern
them they will at least percenve that their own interest requures them
to be just to others as they hope to receive justice at ther hands

[NuLLiFicaTION AND STATES Ricmrs)

But m order to mamntam the Unon ummparred 1t 1s absolutely
necessany that the laws passed by the constituted authonties should
be faithfully executed 1n every part of the country and that every
good aitizen should at all times stand ready to put down wath the
combined force of the nation every attempt at unlawful resistance
under whatever pretext it may be made or whatever shape 1t m1)
assume Unconstitutional or oppressne laws may no doubt be passed
by Congress either from erroneous views or the want of due considera
tion 1f they are within the reach of judical authonty the remeds
15 easy and peaceful and if from the character of the law 1t 1s an
abuse of power not within the control of the judiciary then free dis-
cusston and calm appeals to reason and to the justice of the people
will not fail to redress the wrong  But unti} the law shall be declared
voud by the courts or repealed by Congress no individual or combs
nation of individuals can be justified m forably resisting its execu
tion It 1s impossible that any Government can continue to exst
upon any other principles It would cease to be a Government and
be unworthy of the namef 1t had not the poner to enforce the exe-
cution of its own laws within its own sphere of action

It 1s true that cases may be imagined disclosing such a settled pur
pose of usurpation and oppresston on the part of the Government as
would justify an appeal to arms These howerer are extreme cases
which we have no reason to apprehend 1n a Government where the



ANDEER JACKSON 7

power 15 n the hands of a patriotic people and no cmzin who&mes
hus country would m any case whatever resort to forable resstance
unless he clearly saw that the time had come when a freeman shuul:
prefer death to submssion for 1f such a struggle 15 once begun an
the cttizens of one section of the country arrayed in arms agatnst
those of another m doubtful conflict let the battle result as 1t may
there will be an end of the Union and withat an end to the hopes of
freedom The wictory of the mjured would not secure to them the
Wessings of hberty 1t would avenge thewr wrongs but they would
themselves share i the common run

‘But the Constitution cannot be mawntawned nor the Union preserved
1n opposition to pubbe feehing by the mere exertion of the coerave
powers confided to the General Government  The foundations must
be Iaxd n the affections of the people 1n the security it gives to hie
Uberty character and property n every quarter of the country
and m the fraternal attachment which the atizens of the several
States bear to one another as members of one pohitical Family mutu
ally contributing to promote the happiness of each other Hence the
atizens of every State should studiously avoid everything calculated
to wound the sensibility or offend the just prnde of the people of other
States and they should frown upon any proceedings withun their own
borders likely to disturb the tranqullity of their political brethren in

thet portions of the Union  In a country so extensive as the United
States and with purswits so vaned the internal regulations of the
several States must frequently ciffer from one another 1n 1mportant
part culars and this difference 15 unavoidably wcreased by the vany
mg prnaples upon which the Amencan colonies were ongnally
planted prinples which had talen deep root i their social retations
before the Revolutton and therefore of necessity wiuencing thewr
palicy since they became free znd independent States But each
State has the unguestionable nght to regulate 1ts own internal con
cerns according 10 1ts own pleasure  and while 1t does not interfere
with the nghts of the people of other States or the nghts of the Union
every State must be the sole Judge of the measures Proper to secure
the safety of its aitizens and promote thewr happiness and all efforts

1 the part of people of other States to cast odwum upon their tnstity
tns and all measures calculated to disturb thewr nights of propert,
© 1o put 1n jeopardy their peace and wternal tranquillity are 1n duec);
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opposition to the spmt 1 which the Unmon was formed and must
endanger 1ts safety Motives of philanthropy may be assigned for
this unwarrantable interference and weal men may persuade them
selves for 2 moment that they are laboring n the cause of humamty
and asserting the nights of the human race but everyone upon sobet
reflection will see that nothing but muschief can come from these
improper assaults upon the feelings and nghts of others Rest assured
that the men found busy tn this work of discord are not worthy of
your confidence and deserve your strongest reprobation

In the legislation of Congress also and w every measure of the
General Government Justice to every portion of the United States
should be farthfully observed No free Government can stand without
virtue in the people and a lofty spint of patriotism and if the sord:d
feelings of mere selfishness shall usurp the place which ought to b
filled by public spiat the legislation of Congress wall soon be con
verted into a scramble for personal and sectional advantages Under
our free mstitutions the crtizens of every quarter of our country ar¢
capable of attaining a high degree of prosperity and happiness without
seehung to profit themselves at the expense of others and every such
attempt must m the end fail to succeed for the people in everv part
of the Umted States are too enhightened not to und d ther
oot nights and nterests and to detect and defeat exery effort to gamt
undue advantages over them and when such designs are discovered
1t naturally provokes resentments which cannot always be easily
allayed Justice full and ample justice to every portion of the Umted
States should be the ruling principle of every freeman and should
gude the dehberations of every public body whether 1t be State of
national

[L1strrs oF FEDERAL POWER]

1t 15 well hnown that there have aluays been those amongst us who
wish to enlarge the powers of the General Government and expen
ence would seem to mdicate that there s a tendency on the part of
this Government 1o overstep the boundanes marked out for it by the
Constitution  Its legitimate authonity is abundantly sufficient for all
the purposes for which it was created and its powers being expressh
enumerated there can beno justification for claiming anything bey ond

them Everv attempt to exercise power beyond these himits should
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1y o For one ewi ewample will fead ¢
::hf:mi:?maszlzllfrn‘::c r:m-ous and of the prnciple of cm('\: ;r;:
Ve poners o supposed admnugcs or tempomr; 4:1rtumst il
shall ever be permitted to justify the assumption of pm\':r no g;,,h
by the Constitution the General Government witt before lon 4
all the poy ers of lemshation 5 4

L tiests and every friend

¢ unstitutions shoylq be always Prepared to mamntan uyy,

barred and 1 fy)f Vigor the nights ang sovereignty of the States ang
to confine the action of the General Governmeny structhy to the
sphere of y5 2PPropruate dugies

e
and g Many of thege duties are on articles of necess;ty
which are datly yeeq by the great body of g, e
ratsed by these mposts 35 dran

€ poners ntrusteq

Taise more thyp IS hecessary for such

Purposes 4t ,q an abyse of the power of tavaion and unpyg and

OPpressine T, \ indeed Dpe; t the rey e, ] Sometimes

exceed the amount anticipateqd when the taves werp atd  \hep

however this 15 ascertamed 1y IS €25y 1o redye, he; d i syep

2 case 1y g unquesuonzbb the duty, of the Govemmem to reduce

them fo, no GHreumstan cag an Justify 4y n assym, Power ngt

gient ¢ by the Consmuuon nor ng away 4 ¢ Mmoney of
the People whey, s ot beeded fo, the legita

\emmcm
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opposition to the spit 1n which the Union was formed and must
endanger its safety Motives of philanthropy may be assigned for
this unwarrantable wterference and weak men may persuade them
selves for a moment that they are laboring in the cause of humanity
and asserting the rights of the human race but everyone upon sober
reflection will see that nothing but muschief can come from these
improper assaults upon the feelings and nights of others  Rest assured
that the men found busy in this work of discord are not worthy of
your confidence and deserve your strongest reprobation

In the legislation of Congress also and in every measure of the
General Government justice to every portion of the United States
should be faithfully observed Mo free Government can stand without
virtue in the people and a lofty spint of patriotism and if the sordid
feelings of mete selfishness shall usurp the place which ought to be
filled by pubhic spint the legistation of Congress will soon be con
verted mto a scramble for personal and sectionalady +» T 7¢

o f s~

s 4L the expense of others and every such
attempt must in the end fail to succeed for the people i every part
of the Umted States are too enlightened not to understand ther
own nights and interests and to detect and defeat every effort to gun
undue advantages over them and when such designs are discovered
it naturally provokes resentments which cannot always be easty
allaved Justice full and ample justice to every portion of the United
States should be the ruhng prunaple of every freeman and should
guide the deliberations of every public body whether 1t be State or
national

[L1at1ts oF FEDERAL POWER]

It 1s well hnown that there have alnays been those amongst us who
wish to enlarge the powers of the General Gaovernment and expent
ence would seem to indicate that there 15 a tendency on the part of
this Government to overstep the boundaries mathed out for 1t by the
Constitution  Its legitsimate authonty ts abundantly sufficient for ali
the purposes for nhuch 1t was created andts pavers betng expressly
enumerated there can be no justification for claiming any thing bey ond
them Evers attempt to evercise power beyond these hmuts should
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be prompthy and firmiy opposed For one enl "“‘mp“c “?‘: ::!n::
other measure stil) more mischiesous and if the pnnaiple of co
twe poners or supposed advantages or temporaty arcumstances
t gven

shall exer be permitted to justily the assumption of a power nof i\m i
Dy the Constitution the General Gavernment will before lon,, absor!
all the powers of legislation and you will have n efiect but one
conso) dated Go ernment  From the extent of our country 1ts divers:
fied mterests different pursusts and different habits 1t 1 too obyious
for argument that a single consohidated Goremment would be wholly
inadeguate to watch o er and protect its intetests and esvery fnend
of our free institutions should be always prepated to mantain umm
parred and in full vigor the nghts and sovereignty of the States and
to confine the action of the General Government strctly to the
sphere of its appropnate duties

There 1s perhaps no one of the powers conferred on the Federal
Government so hiable to abuse as the taxing power The most pro-
ductr e and convement sources of revenue were necessanly gnen to
it that it might be able to perform the wnportant duties imposed
upon it and the taxes which 11 lays upon commerce being concealed
fram the real payer i the price of the article they do not 5o readilh
attract the attention of the people as smaller sums demanded from
them directly by the tax gatherer But the tax imposed on goods
enhances by so much the price of the commodits to the consumer
and as many of these duties are wmposed on articles of mecessity
which are daily used by the great body of the people the money
raised by these imp sts 1s drawn from their pockets Congress has
no nght under the C nstitution to take m ney from the people
unless 15 required to execute some one of the speafic powers intrusted
to the Go ernment and if they raise more than 1s necessary for such
purposes 1t 1s 2n abuse of the power of taxation and unjust and
oppressive It ma  indeed happen that the revenue will sometimes
¢ ceed the amount antiipated 1\ hen the taxes were aid When
however this 15 ascertamed 1t 15 €asy o reduce them and i such
2 case 15 unq estonably the duty of the Government to reduce
them for no circumstances can Justfy 1t in assuming a power not

fh e !olz b{} the Constituts n nor 1n tabing awav the money of
¢ people nhen 1t 15 0 t needed for the le
o, eople or the legwimate wants of the
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Plain as these principles appear to be you will yet find that there
1s 2 constant effort to mduce the General Government to go beyond
the himuts of 1ts taxng power and to rmpose unnecessary burdens
upon the people Many powerful interests are contunually at work
to procure heavy dutie on commerce and to snell the tevenue beyond
the real necessities of the public service and the country has already
felt the mnjurious effects of theiwr combined mfluence They succeeded
n obtamung a tanff of duties bearing most oppressively on the aon
cultural and laboning classes of society and producing a revenue that
could not be usefully employed within the range of the powers con
ferred upon Congress and 1n order to fasten upon the people this
unjust and unequal system of taxation extravagint schemes of
internal improvement were got up m vanous quarters to squander
the money and to purchase support Thus one unconstitutional
measure was intended to be upheld by another and the abuse of the
power of taxation was to be mantained by usurping the power of
expending the money n mternal improvements You cannot have
forgotten the <evere and doubtful struggle through shich we passed
when the Evecutne Department of the Government by its veto
endeavored to arrest this prodigal scheme of injustice and to bring
back the legislation of Congress to the boundanes prescnibed by the
Constitution ¥ The good sense and practical judgment of the people
when the subject was brought before them sustamed the course of
the Executnne and this plan of unconstitutional expenditure for the
purpose of corrupt influence 1s I trust finallv overthrown

‘The result of this decision has been felt 1n the rapid exunguishment
of the pubhc debt and the large accumulation of a surplus in the treas
ury notwithstanding the tanff was reduced and 15 now rery far
below the amount ongnally contemplated by its advocates But
rely upon 1t the design to collect an extravagant revenue and to
burden you with taxes beyond the economical wants of the Govern
ment 15 not yet abandoned The various interests which have com
bined together to impose a heavy tanff and to produce an overfloning
treasury are too strong and have too much at stake to surrender the
contest The corporations and wealthy indniduals who are engaged

3{The refere ¢ here s to Jackso Biov to fabllwhch uth nzed the
government t purchase stock tnapn tecmpayt b 11d a road from Maysville
toLenngto Kentucky — the Mays dle Road \ ¢ |
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wn large manufactunng establishments desire a lugh tanfl c;n mcuhase
therr gans  Designing pol ticsans wall support 1t to con hate their
f2xor 2nd to obtamn the means of profuse expenduture for the purpose
of purchasing influence 1 other quatters and since the people have
deaided that the Federal Gosernment cannot be permtted to employ
Jts mcome m 1wternal improvements efforts will be made to seduce
and mislead the citizens of the several States by holding out to them

the decentful » et of benefits 1o be denved from a surplus revenue
collected bv -

the States

should disregard the punaiples of economy 1Ly

tenze ¢ ery tepublican Government and should indulge i flavish
expendutures exceeding their resources they will before fong find
themselves oppressed with debts which they are unable to pav and
the temptation wil become irresistible to support a bugh tand 1n order
to obtain 2 surplus for distnbution Do not allow yourselies my
{ellow citizens to be musled on this subject  The Federal Gavernment
cannot collect a urplus for such purposes without viofating the pnn

¢ ples of the Constitution and assumung powers shich have not been
granted Itis moreo er a system of imjustice and 1f persisted 1n
will ime 1tably lead to corruption and must end in ruin The surplus
revenue will be drawn from the pochets of the people from the farmer

the mechamic and the laboring classes of society but who will recene
t when d stributed among the States where 1t 13 to be disposed of
by leading State politicians who base friends to favor and political
partisans to gratify? It will certainly not be retumned to those who
p 102t 2nd who have most need of 1t and are honestly entitled to 1t

There s but one sale rule and that is to confine the General Govern

ment ngidly within the sphere of 1ts appropriate duties It has no
PO ertoraiseare enve or umpose taxes except for the purposes enu

merated n the Constitution and of ats mncome 18 found to exceed

these wants 1t should be forth vith reduced and the burdens of the
people so far hightened

{CuxzEnCY AND Bavkmie Porrcy)

1 re 1ening the conflicts whach have taken pt
place between different
nterests 1 the United States and the policy pursued since the adop-
to of our present form of government we find nothing that has
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produced such deep-seated ev1l as the course of legislation 1n relation
to thecurrency The Constitution of the United States unquestionably
mtended to secure to the people a crculating medm of gold and
siver But the establishment of 2 national bank by Congress with
the privilege of 1ssuing paper money recewvable 1 the payment of
the public dues and the unfortunate course of legislation 1n the several
States upon the same subject drove from general curculation the con
stitutional currency and substituted one of paper 1 its place

It was not easy for men engaged in the ordinary purswts of bust
ness whose attention had not been particularly drawn to the subject
to foresee all the consequences of a currency exclusively of paper
and we ought not on that account to be surpnsed at the facilits
with nhich Jaws nere obtamed to carry mto effect the paper sy stem
Honest and even enlightened men are sometimes misled by the spe
cious and plausible sta of the d But exp e has
now proved the nmuschiels and dangers of a paper currency and 1
rests with you to determme whether the proper remedv shall be
applied

The paper system being founded on public confidence and having
of 1tself no intrinsic value 1t 1s Lable to great and sudden fluctuations
therebn rendering property nsecure and the wages of labor unsteady
and uncertain  The corporations which create the paper money can
not be relied upon to heep the airculating medium umform 1 amount
In tumes of prosperity when confidence 1s high they are tempted by
the prospect of gan or by the influence of those who hope to profit
by 1t to extend ther 1ssues of paper bevond the bounds of discretron
and the ble d ds of t And when these issues have
been pushed on from day to day until pubhc confidence 15 at length
shaken then a reaction tahes place and ther immeduatels withdras
the credats they have gnen suddenh curtal) their issues and produce
an unexpected and rumnous contraction of the circulating medium
which 1s felt by the whole commumits  The banks by this means save
themselves and the mischies ous consequences of their imprudence or
cumdity are visited upon the public  N\or does the evil stop here
These ebbs and flons 1n the currency and these indiscreet extensions
of credit naturally engender a spint of speculation injurious to the
habits and chatacter of the people Ve have already seen s effects
i the wild spint of speculationn the public fands and various Linds
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of stock which wathun the last year ot two sexzed upon such 3 multt

\ude of our Gtizens and threatened to pervade alt classes of socety
and to withdraw theie attention from the sober pursmits of honest
industry It 1s not by encouragung this spt that we shall best pre

serve publ ¢ virtue and promote the true interests of our country Bu‘ll
af your currency continues as exclusively paper 28 2t pow is it W

foster this eager desire to amass wealth without labor 1t will multiply
the number of dependents on bank, d and bank favors

the temptation to cbtain maney at any saenfice will become stronger
and stronger and mevatably lead to corruption which will find st
way 1nto your public councrls and destros 2t no distant day the
punty of your Goverameat  Some of the evils which anse from this
system of paper press with peculiar bardshsp upon the class of soaiets
feast able to bear 1t A portion of this currency frequently becomes
depreciated or worthless and all of 1t 15 easily counterferted 1n such
a manner as to require pecubar skill and much experience to dis-
tinguish the counterfert from the genuine note These frauds are most
generally perpetrated in the smaller notes which are used in the
dafly transactions of ordinary bustness and the losses occasioned by
them are commenly thrown upan the laboring classes of soqiety whose
sttuation and pursuits put 1t out of their power to guard themselves
from these impositions and whose daily wages are necessary for thexr
submstence It 15 the duty of every Government so to regulate ity
currency as to protect this numerous class as far as practicable from
the impositions of avar ce and fraud It 15 more especially the duty
of the United States where the Government 1s emphatically the
Government of the peaple and where this respectable portion of our
Qtuzens are so proudly distingwished from the laboring classes of ail
other nations by their wndependent spurit therr love of liberty ther
witelligence ang thexr h gh tone of moral character Their sndustes
n peace 15 the source of our wealth and thexr bray ery 1 war has
covered us with glory and the Goyernment of the United States will
but Wl discharge 1ts duties f 1t leaves them a prey to such dishonest
wmpos tions % t it 1s enident that the £ interests cannot be effecty

ally protected unless sil er and gold are restored to circulation

These views 1 ne of the Paper currency are sufficient to call for
m:lx;\:dule teform but there 15 another consideration which should
stdl mo e strongly press it upon your attention
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Recent events have proved that the paper money system of thi
country may be used as an engine to undermimne your free nstitutions
and that those who desire to engross all power in the hands of the
few and to govern by corruption or force are aware of its power and
prepared to employ 1t Your banks now furmsh your only arculating
medwm and money 1s plenty or scarce according to the quantity of
notes 1ssued by them While they have capitals not greatly dispro-
portioned to each other they are competitors 1n business and no one
of them can exeraise dominion over the rest and although mn the
present state of the currency these banks may and do operate snyun
ously upon the habits of b the 1 'y and the
moral tone of society yet from thetr number and dispersed situation
they cannot combune for the purpose of pohtical influence and what
ever may be the dispositions of some of them their power of mischiel
must necessarily be confined to a narrow space and felt only in ther
immediate neighborhoods

But when the charter for the Bank of the Umited States was obtauned
from Congress 1t perfected the schemes of the paper system and
gave to 1ts advocates the position they have struggled to obtain from
the commencement of the Federal Government down to the present
hour The immense capital and pecuhar privileges bestoned upon it
enabled 1t to exerase despotic sway over the other banks in every
part of the country From its supertor strength 1t could seriously
injure if not destroy the busmess of any one of them which might
wncur its resentment and 1t openly clumed for 1tself the power of
regulating the currency throughout the Umted States In other
words 1t asserted (and 1t undoubtedly possessed) the power to make
money plenty or scarce at its pleasure at any time and wm an)
quarter of the Unson by controlling the 1ssues of other banks and per
mitting an expansion or compelling a general contraction of the circu
lating medium according to 1ts awn will  The other banking mstitu
tions were sensible of ats strength and they soon generally becamets
obedient instruments ready at all tumes to execute its mandates
and with the banks necessanly went also that numerous class of
persons 1n our commercial cities who depend altogether on bank
credits for thewr solvency and means of business and who are there
fore obliged for their own safety to propitiate the favor of the money
power by distinguished zeal and devotion in 1ts service The result




ASDREW JACKSON 1

of the il advised legsl which established thus great P
was o concentrate the shale moneved power of lh‘e Un:an with ;l!
boundless means of corruption and its under

¢he direction and command of one acknowledged head thus organ
ung this pasticular antecest 25 one body and secunng to 1t unity and
concert of action throughout the United States and enabling 1t to
bung forward upen any occasion its entire And undmded strengih
to suppott or defeat am measure of the Gorernment 1n the hands
of thys formudable power thus perfectly orgamzed was also placed
unlimited dommon over the amount of the arculating medium
goang 1t the power to regulate the value of propesty and the frnts of
\abor 1n every quarter of the Union and to bestow prospenty or brsg
rum upon any aity or section of the country 28 might best comport
with its own interest or pohicy

Ve are not left to conjecture haw the moneyed power thus organ
1zed and with such a weapon wn its hands would be Likely to use 1t
The distress and alarm which pervaded and agitated the whole coun
t y when the Ban) of the Untted States waged war upon the people
n orde 1o compe) them to submit to 11s demands cannot yet be for
gotten The ruthless and unspanng temper with which whole aties
and ppressed indnviduals imp shed and ruined
and a scene of cheerful prospenty suddenly changed mio one of
gloom 2nd despondency onght to be indelibly smpressed on the mem
oty of the people of the United States If such was 1ts power m a
tune of peace what wauld 1t not bave been 1n a season of war with
an enenty at your doors  \o nation but the freemen of the United
States could bave come out victorious from such a contest yet of

you had not conquered the Governme
hang of & —

power fr ¢ noce of
your bugh upeued you to make peace or war as best
suited the t own wishes The forms of your government mt ht for &
time have remained but s hwing spint would have departed from 1t

The dstress and sufferings nf cted on 1be people by the hank
a1e some of the fruits of that system of poley which 15 continually

stawing to enfarge the anthonty of the Federal Governme

nt beyond
the bants fived by the Constitunon The pawers enumerated m)xlm
tastrument do not confer on Congress the nght to establish such a
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corporation as the Bank of the United States and the ewil conse
quences which followed may warn us of the danger of departing from
the true rule of construction and of permutting temporary crrcum
stances or the hope of better promoting the public welfare to wflu
ence 1n any degree our decisions upon the extent of the authonty
of the General Government Let us abide by the Constitution as it
1s written or amend it 1n the constitutional mode if 1t 1s found to be
defective

The severe lessons of experience wil I doubt not be sufficient to
prevent Congress from again chartening such a monopoly even if the
Constitution did not present an msuperable objection to 1t But you
must remember my fellow tizens that eternal vigdance by the
people 1s the price of hberty and that you must pav the price of you
wish to secure the blessing It behooves you therefore to be watchful
1 your States as well as 1 the Federal Government The power
which the moneyed interest can evercise when concentrated under 2
single head and with our present system of currency was sufficiently
demonstrated in the struggle made by the Bank of the United States
Defeated n the General Government the same class of intnguers and
politicians will now resort to the States and endeasor to obtain there
the same organization which they failed to perpetuate in the Unton
and with specious and decestful plans of public advantages and State
interests and State pride they will endeavor to establish i the dif
ferent States one moneyed mstitution with overgronn capital and
exclusie pavileges suffictent to enable 1t to control the operations of
the other banks Such an institution will be pregnant with the same
evils produced by the Banl of the United States although 1ts sphere
of action 1s more confined and in the State sn which 1t 1s chartered
the money power will be able to embody 1its whole strength and to
move together with undivided force to accomphsh any object 1t mas
wish to attain Y ou have already had abundant evidence of 1ts power
to inflict injury upon the agneultural mechamcal and laboring classes
of society and over those whose engagements in trade or speculation
render them dependent on bank facilities the dosunion of the State
menopoly will be absolute and thewr obedience unbmited With
such a bank and a paper currency the money power would 1n a few
years goiern the State and control 1ts measures and if a sufficient
number of States can be induced to create such establishments the
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sume will soon come when it vill again take the field agamst the Uml:d
States and succeed 1 perfecting and perpetuating its organization by
ter from Cangress
! leiﬂ‘fs ;:xe of the sef\raus evils of our present system of banking that
1t enables one class of soety and that by no means a numerous one
e carrenty to act myunously upon the interests
- ofmflu

and the
laboring classes have littie vt ¢ ¢ great

moneyed corporations and from their habits and the nature of thew
pursuwits they are mcapable of forming extensie combinations to act
together with united force Such concert of action may sometims be
produced 1n a single oty or 1 2 small district of country by means of
personal communseatians with each other but they have no regular
or actne carrespondence with those who ate engaged i similar pur
suits 1n chstant places they have but fitle patronage to give to the
press and ¢ ercise but a small share of mfluence over it they have
no crowd of dependents above them who hope to grow nich without
1 bor by thew ¢ untenance and favor and who are therefore alnays
ready to exercise their wishes The planter the farmer the mechanic
and the laborer all know that thewr success depends upon their own
industry and economy and that they must not expect to become sud
denly nich by the fruts of their tol. et these classes of socety form
the great body of the people of the Umted States they are the bone
and sinew of the country men who love biberty and desire nothing
but equal v hts and equal laws and who moreover hold the great
mass of our nat onal wealth although 1t 18 d stnbuted 1n moderate
amounts amang the millions of freemen who possess it Butr with
overshelm ng numbers and wealth on their side they are in constant
dan er of losing thewr fair influence in the Government and with &
fiewlty ma tan ther just nights agamst the meessant efforts daily
made to encroach upon them The mischief springs from the power
hich the moneyed nterest denves from a Paper currency which
they are able to control fr m the mult tude of corporations with
exclunt & pr leges which they ha e succeeded 1 obtaming mn the

:nﬂ;r‘:nn‘ttsssm;n: ;Edo\\hxch are employed altogether for thei benefit
e a)m > e m:l: more satchful in your States and check this
poly and thirst for exclusive privileges you will 1n the
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end find that the most important powers of Government have been
gven or bartered anay and the control over your dearest mterests
has passed into the hands of these corporations

The paper money system and 1ts natural assoates monopoly and
exclusive privileges have already struck thesr roots deep in the soll
and 1t wll require all your efforts to check 1ts further growth and to
eradicate the evil The men who profit by the abuses and desire to
perpetuate them will continue to bestege the halls of legislation 1 the
General Government as well as in the States and will seek by eveny
artifice to mislead and deceive the public servants It s to yourselves
that you must look for safety and the means of guarding and perpetu
ating your free mstitutions In your hands 1s nghtfully placed the
sovereignty of the country and to you every one placed in authonty
1s ultimately responsible It 1s always in your power to see that the
wvashes of the people are carnied mto faithful execution and thewe will
when once made known must sooner or later be obeyed And while
the people remain as I trust they ever will uncorrupted and mmcor
ruptible and continue watchful and jealous of their nghts the Govern
ment 1s safe and the cause of freedom will continue to trumph over
all 1ts enemies

But 1t will require steady and persevering exertions on your part
to nid yoursehves of the wnquities and muschiefs of the paper system
and to check the spint of monopoh and other abuses which have
sprung up with 1t and of wiich 1t 15 the main support So mam
tnterests are united to resist all reform on thus subject that you must
not hope the conflict will be a short one nor success easy My humble
efforts have not been spared during my admimistration of the Govern
ment to restore the constitutional currency of gold and sihver and
something I trust has been done towards the accomplishment of this
most destrable object But enough yet remamns to require all your
energy and perseverance The power however 1sin jour hands and
the remedy must and will be applied if you determune upon 1t

[Tioucits ov ForeIGN Potrcy anp NATIOvAL DEFENSE]

While I am thus endeavoring to press upon your attention the
prmaples which I deem of vutal importance 1n the domestic cancerns
of the country I ought not to pass over without notice the important
considerations which should govern your policy towards foreign
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powers Ity unquestionably our teue terest to cultivate ‘\)he most
fnendly understanding with every nation and to averd by t\:;)“
honorable means the calamstses of war and we shall best n\u‘\’n b
object by franhness and sincenity m our foreign in\crmurse} 1 €
prompt 2nd faithful executton of treattes and by w1t er

vy ityuie that we should place ourselves 1
2 condition to assert our nghts if a resort to force should ever become
necessary  Our local situauon our long loe of e

wee !

e vurdens of the people It 1s your
true policy  For your navy will not enly protect your rich and floue
1shing commerce 1n distant seas but will enable you to reach and
annay the ¢nemy and will gne to defense ats greatest efficency by
meetmg danger at 2 distance from home 1t 15 1mpossible by any line
of fortifications to guard every pownt from attack agamst a hostde
force advancing from the ocean and selecting 1ts object but they are
mewspensable to protect cities from bombardment dock yards and
naval arsenals from destmction to give shelter to merchant vessels 1n
time of war 2nd to single ships or weaker squadsons when pressed
by supenior force Fortificatsons of ths descption cannot be too soon
completed and armed and placed 1n 2 condition of the most perfect
preparation The abundant means we now possess cannot be apphed
1n any manner more useful ta the country and when thisis done and

ur naval force sufficiently strengthened and our milita armed we
need not fear that any nation wall wantanly msult us or needlessly

provoke hostiiies  We shall more certainly preserve peace when it
s well understood that we are prepared for war

{Coverusion]
In presenting to you my fellow at
have brou b
red to a

u wch
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you twice honored me Knowing that the path of freedom 1s con
tinually beset by enemues who often assume the disguise of Irends
I have devoted the Jast hours of my public Lfe to warn you of the
danger The progress of the United States under our free and happy
wstitutions has surpassed the most sangune hopes of the founders of
the Republic Our growth has been rapid beyond all former example
n numbers i wealth 1n knowledge and all the useful arts which
contribute to the comforts and convenience of man and from the
earhest ages of history to the present day there never have been
thirteen millions of people associated together 1n one political body
who enjoyed so much freedom and happiness as the people of these
United States You have no longer any cause to fear danger from
abroad your sirength and power are well known throughout the
cnvtlized world as well as the high and gallant beanng of your sons
It 1s from within among yourselves from cuprdity from corruption
from disappointed ambition and mnordmate thirst for power that
factions will be formed and hiberty endangered It 1s agamnst such
designs whatever disgwise the actors may assume that you have
especially to guard yourselves You have the ughest of human trusts
committed to your care Providence has showered on this favored
land blessings without number and has chosen you as the guardians
of freedom to preserve it for the benefit of the human race May
He who holds in his hands the destintes of nations mahe jou worthy
of the favors He has bestowed and enable you with pure hearts and
pure hands and sleepless vigilance to guard and defend to the end
of time the great charge he has committed to your keeping

My own race 1s nearly run advanced age and failing health warn
me that before long I must pass beyond the reach of human events
and cease to feel the viassitudes of human affairs I thank God that
my life has been spent i a land of liberty and that He has given me
a heart to love my country with the affection of a son  And filled
with gratitude for your constant and unwasvening hindness I bid you
a last and affectionate farewell
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THE DEMOCRATIC REVIEW

AN INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT
OF THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLE!

caaractER and design of the work of which the first num

‘1!:1' s here offered to the public are imtended to be shadoned

forth 1n s name the United States Maga sne and Democralic
Remew 1t has had sts ongn 1n a deep conviction of the necessity of
such a work at the present cntical stage of our national progress for
the advocacy of that Igh and holy democratic princaple which was
designed to be the fundamental element of the new socul and political
system created by the Amencan expenment for the vindication of
that prncaple from the charges dauly brought aganst st of responst
bility for every evil result growing out mn truth of adventitious cie
cumstances and the ad\erse elements unhapply combined withat i
our for ts p {rom those P and those
hostile mfluences by which we see 1ts beneficent and glonous tend
encies to no shight extent perverted and paralyzed for the illus.
trats n of truth which we see perpetually darkened and confused by
thearts f wily error for the protection of those great interests not
alone of cur country but of humamty looking forward through
countless ages of the future which we beliexe to be vitally commutted
with the cause f Amencan Democracy This is i broad terms the
main motive in which this undertalung has had 1ts angan this 15 the

object t wards nhich i all ats departments mare or less dicectls its
efforts will tend

There 15 a great deal of mutcal misunderstanding between our
parties butin truth there does not exst in the people with reference
to uts great masses that irreconcilable hostility of opinions and lead
mg pn aples which would be the natural inference from the violence

(Fromthe Ttod to toTh U fdSu iy
N ©tbe 83 pp 5 Ths totem
OSall am,p t % nd polnt al eyt

bee dleted thrwmsethet tig ompl

4D moc t Remew
t was prob bly wntte by J hn
u]h Rte Afewq tho
t

1
L
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of the party warfare m which we are perpetually engaged There docs
exst 1t 15 true an essentual opposition of principles proceeding from
oppostte pomts of departure between the respectne political creeds
or systems of our two great parties the Democratic and the Whg
but we feel well assured that the great body of the latter party those
who supply their leaders and leading interests with their votes do not
nghtly understand the questions at issue mn thetr true popular bear
mgs and that if these could but be exhibited in their proper hghts
to their sound minds and honest hearts they would soon be found
ranged by the hundreds of thousands under the broad and bnght
folds of our democratic banner

[Frst PrancrpLe oF DEMocRACY SELF GOVERNMENT]

So many false 1deas have bly attached themselues to the
term democracy as connected with our party politics that we
deem 1t necessary here at the outset to make a full and free pro-
fession of the cardinal principles of pohitical faith on which we take
our stand prmesples to which ne are devoted with an unwavenng
force of conviction and earnestness of enthusiasm which ever since
they were first presented to our minds have constantly grown and
strengthened by contemplation of them and of the mealculable ecapa
bilities of socal improvement of which they contamn the germns

We believe then in the principle of democratic republicantsm n 1ts
strongest and purest sense We have an abiding confidence 1n the
virtue ntelligence and full capacity for self government of the great
mass of our people our industrious honest manly mtelligent milkons
of freemen

We are opposed to all self styled wholesome restraints on the
free action of the popular opwnion and will other than those nhich
have for thewr sole object the prevention of precipitate legislation
Ths latter abject 15 to be attaned by the expedient of the dwasion of
power and by causing all legislation to pass through the ordeal of
successtve forms to be sifted through the discussions of coordinate
legislative branches with mutual suspensne veto powers Yet all
should be dependent with equal directness and promptness on the
influence of public opinion the popular will should be equally the
ammating and moving spint of them all and ought neser to find 1n
any of 1ts own creaturesa self impased power capable when misused
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mbition or honest exror of vessting wteell and
23:1:.:; lz:“w:td:iemncd object Wecannot therefore Jook vnu;
au eye of favor on any such forms of representation a¢ by k;gth of
senure of delegated power tend to weaken that universal an \mr‘:
taxing responsibility to the x;gxbnmlo: f“m oputon which 18 the
unciple of our institutions,
m’;hc:;‘:r ;:e:t?on hege occurs which 1s of vast impartance to this
country (Was 1t not onee near dissohang the Unwon and plunging 3t
1nto the abyss of awvil wae?) of the relatne tights of majorittes and
punonties Though we go for the republican printiple of the suprem
acy of the wall of the majonity we L S
v

1

Ly tnetatter W the full sway of
b u woen flushed with tnumph and umpelled by strong mterests
Thus bas ever been the pomnt of the democratic cause most open to
asszult and most difficult to defend This chficulty does not znse
from any tonsc weakness The demacrattc theary s perfect 2nd
harmonious tn all s parts and 5f this peint 15 not so self-evsdently
clear as the rest 1s generally i 2ll candid discussion canceded to be
1t 18 because of certamn false prinaiples of government which have i
all practical expeniments of the theory been interwoven with the
demacratic porttans of the systere hang borraned from the example
of antid systems of gy 1 Ve shall always be willing
fo meet thus question frankly and fanly The great argument against
pure democracy d awnt from this source 1s this

Though the mun object with reference to which all socal wastity
1073 ooght 1o be modelled 15 undeniably as stated by the democrat

the greatest good of the greatest number yet 1t by no means follaws
that the greatest number always nightly understands us own greatest
good Highly pernictous ervor has often possessed the minds of nearly
awhole patton while the philosopber 1o bis closet and an enlightened
lew about bim powerless agamst the overshelming current of popular
prejudice and excitement have alone possessed 1he truth which the
next generation ma

y perhaps recogmze and practice though s
author now samted bas prohably in hus own time been ats martyr
The ongmal ado

of bl

puon of the teuth would have saved Perhaps teans
lood 2nd mountains of musery and cume  How much slronger
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then the case agawnst the absolute supremacy of the opimion and wil
of the majority when 1ts numencal preponderance 15 as often bap:
pens comparatively small And if the larger proportion of the mo ¢
wealthy and cultivated classes of the society are found on the side of
the minority the disinterested observer may well be excused f be
hesitate long before he awards the judgment mn a difficult and com
plicated question 1n favor of the mere numerical argument Majon
ties are often as liable to error of opmion and not always free froma
sumular proneness to selfish abuse of power as minonties and a vast
amount of imyustice may often be perpetrated and consequent genera!
social inyury be done before the evil reaches that extreme at wheh
1t nights tself by revolutton moral or physical

We have here we believe correctly stated the antt democratic side
of the argument on this point It 1s not to be densed that 1t possesses
something more than plaustbiity It has certamnly been the mnstr
ment of more mjury to the cause of the democratic principle than alt
the bayonets and cannon that have ever been arrayed n support ofit
agamst that prinaiple  The mnference from 1t 15 that the popular
opinion and will must not be trusted with the supreme and absolute
direction of the general mnterests that 1t must be subjected to the

conservative chechs of mmnority 1nterests and to the regulation of
the more enlightened wisdom of the better cleuses and those to
whom the possession of o property test of ment gwes what they
term a stake m the community  And here we find ourselves wn the
face of the great stronghold of the anti democratic or arssfocralic
prnciple

Tt 15 not our purpose n this place to carry out the discussion of this
question The general scope and tendency of the present worh are
designed to be directed towards the refutation of this sophistical reason
ing and mference It will be sufficzent here to allude to the leading
1deas by which they are met by the advocate of the pure democratic
cause

In the first place the greatest number are more likely at least asa
general rule to understand and follow their own greatest good than
1s the minonty

In the second a rmunonty 15 much more hkely to abuse power for
the promotion of its own selfish interests at the expense of the majonty
of numbers the substantial and producing mass of the nation than
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the latter 15 to oppress unjustly the former ‘The soial evil :{ A;wu\:\
that case propottionately greater This 15 abundantly proved by ¢ 3
istory of all anstocratic interests that have exsted m v:u;;5 us
degtees and modifications in the world A majonty cannot sul xs';
upon 2 mmonity whale the natural and in fact umform tendency o
a ramonty entrusted with governmental authonty 18 to surround
stself with wealth splendor and power at the expense of the produc
ing mass creating and perpetuating those artifical sonal distinctions
ninch violate the natural equality of nghts of the human race and at
the same tume offend and degrade the teue dignity of human nature
In the third place there does not naturally exist any such onguwal
supenionty of a munonty class above the great mass of a community
i ntelligence and competence for the duties of government even
puttmgout of view its constant tendency to abuse from selfish motnes
and the safer honesty of the mass The general diffusion of education
the facility of actess to every spectes of knowledge important to the
great interests of the community the freedom of the press whose very
) cannot Uy impair its value 1 ths
country at least make the pretensions of those self styled ‘better
classes to the sole possession of the requisite intelligence for the man
agement of public affairs toa absurd to be entitled to any other treat
ment than an honest manly contempt  As far as supenor knowledge
and talent confer on their possessor a natural charter of privilege to
control hus associates and etert an mnfluence on the direction of the
P

h fee and natural action of that

deselopment of every germ of talent wherever 1t may chance to cust
whethe on the proud mountam summit m the hurble valles or by
the ways de of commen lfe

But the question 15 not yet satisfactonily answered how the rela
tion between major ties and munonties 1n the frequent case of a col

Lson of sentiments and p 1t cular interests 15 to be so adjusted as to
ecure a mut 1 resy

oot spect of nghts to presenve harmony and good nall
al

S2 & soqety from the molum extremum discordia from be
house divided agamnst stself and thus gy

to afford free scope to that com
Petit o discusson and mutua) mora) wnfluence which cannot but
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result 1n the end 1n the ascendancy of the truth andin  the greatest
good of the greatest number  On the one side 1t has only been shown
that the absolute government of the majonity does not always afford
a perfect guarantee agaimnst the mususe of its numencal power over
the weakness of the mmnonty On the other 1t has been shown that
this chance of mususe 15 as a general rule far less than i the opposie
relation of the ascendancy of a nunonty and that the evils attendant
upon 1t are wfinitely less 1n every pount of view 1n the one case tha
the other But this 15 not yet a complete or satisfactory solution of
the problem Have we but a choice of evils? Is there then sucha
radical defiiency 1n the moral elements implanted by its Creator 1n
human society that no other alternative can be devised by which both
evils shall be avoided and a result attamed more analogous to the
beautiful and glorious harmony of the rest of Ins ereation?

It were scarcely consistent with a true and Living faith in the exst
ence and attributes of that Creator so to beheve and such 1s not the
democratic belief The reason of the plausibiity with which appeal
may be made to the experience of so many republics to sustam this
argument against democratic institutions 1s that the true theory of
national self government has been hitherto but imperfectly under
stood bad principles have been mixed up with the good and the
republican government has been adminstered on 1deas and 1n a spnt
borrowed from the strong governments of the other forms and te
the corruptions and mamfold evils which have never failed 1n the
course of time to evolve themselves out of these seeds of destruction 1s
ascnibable the eventual failure of those experments and the conse-
quent doubt and discredit which have attached themselves to the
democratic principles on which they were 1n the outset mainly based

[STrRONG GOVERNMENT A DANGER T0 LIBERTY]

It 1s under the word government that the subtle danger lurks  Under
stood as a central ¢ lidated power ging and directing the
various general interests of the soczety all government 1s eva! and the
parent of evil A strong and active democratic government 1n the
common sense of the term 1san evtl differing only 1n degree and mode
of operation and not 1n nature from a strong despotism This differ
ence 1s certamnly vast yet masmuch as these strong governmental
porwers ust be wiclded by human agents even as the powers of the
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15 afteralh only = dufference i degree and the tendency
g?g::;?ﬂ::auon and tyranny 1s the samethough the development
of the et pesults 18 much rore gradual aed slow in the one o than
atheother Hence the demagogue hence the fact *
hen *
stew
;::: cuce eartul symptom) the
demurauzation of the great men of the nation and of the nation stsell
proceedin  unless checked n ume by the more healthy and patnotic
portion of the mad of the nation rllying wtself to teform the pnin
aples and sources of the ewl gradually to that pont of matunty at
wihach relief from the tumult of meral and physieal confusion 1s ta be
found only under the shelter of an energetic armed despotism

The best government 1s that which governs least Mo human de-
positones can with safety be trusted wth the power of legislation
upon the general mterests of sotiety so a3 1o operate durectly or ind
rectly on the industey and property of the community  Such power
must be perpetually Jable to the most pernicious abuse {rom the
natarz) mmperfection both in wisdom of yudgment and punty of pur
pose of all human legislation exposed constantly to the pressure of
partisl interests interests which at the same time that they are
essentally selfish and tyranmcal are ever vigilant perseverng and
subtle ta all the arts of deception and cormuption  In fact the whole
history of human sotiety and government may be safely appealed to
m evidence that the shuse of such power a thousandiold mose than
overbalances sts benefical wse  Legislation has been the frmtful
parent of nine tenths of ali the ewll moral and physical by which
mankind has been aflcted swice the creation of the world and by
whuch human nature has been self-degraded fettered and oppressed
Government should have as Ittle as posuible to do with the genera)
business and uterests of the people If st once undertake these func

tions as its n htful province of action 1t 13 unpossible to say ta 1t
“Thus far shalt thou go and no farther 5

Tt wll be mmpossible to
confine 1t to the public interests of the commontwealth T4 wil} be per
petuatly tampenng wath povate mterests a

nd sending forth seed:
carruption wh ch will vesult n the demaralization of the sotiety S;g

domesne act on should he confined to the admnsstration of Justice

.



26 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

result n the end 1n the ascendancy of the truth and in the greatest
good of the greatest number  On the one side 1t has only been shorn
that the absolute government of the majority does not always afford
a perfect guarantee against the misuse of 1ts numenecal power over
the weakness of the minonty On the other 1t has been shown that
ths chance of misuse 15 as a general rule far less than in the opposite
relation of the ascendancy of a minonty and that the ewils attendant
upon 1t are infinitely less in every pomnt of view n the one case than
the other But this 1s not yet a complete or satisfactory solution of
the problem Have we but a choice of evils? Is there then sucha
radical deficiency 1n the moral elements smplanted by ats Creator n
human society that no other alternative can be dewised by which both
evils shall be avoided and a result attamed more analogous to the
beautiful and glonous harmony of the rest of his creation?

It were scarcely consistent with a true and Living faith in the exist
ence and attnibutes of that Creator so to believe and such 1s not the
democratic belief The reason of the plausibiity with which appeal
may be made to the experience of so many republics to sustam this
argument agamnst democratic mstitutions 1s that the true theory of
national self government has been hitherto but mperfectly under
stood bad principles have been mxed up with the good and the
republican government has been admmstered on 1deas and mn a spint
borrowed from the strong governments of the other forms and to
the corruptions and manifold evils which have never failed n the
course of time to evolve themselves out of these seeds of destruction1s
ascnbable the eventual failure of those experiments and the conse-
quent doubt and discredit which have attached themselves to the
democratic prineiples on which they were 1n the outset manly based

{STRONG GOVERNMENT A DANGER T0 LIBERTY]

1t 15 under the word government that the subtle danger lurks  Under
stood as a central Lidated power and directing the
various general interests of the society all government 1s evil and the
parent of evil A strong and active democratic government in the
common sense of the term 1san evil differing only 1n degree and mode
of operation and not in nature from a strong despotism  This differ
ence is certamnly vast yet inasmuch as these strong governmental
powers must be wielded by human agents even as the powers of the
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o the saence of pohuical economy
mn:;;n:r::;;:eaﬁ?:r:em;?l’;a;d affords a satisfactory and per
fect soluteon of the great problem otherwise unsolved of the refative

orities and munorities.
ng";':;;mple thetefore constitutes our point of de‘parll:{re tlt h?‘s
never yet recewved any other than a very partial and xm){:c cch :}?Pw
cation to practice among men all human society having . r‘l‘ hl :;
perpetually chamed down to the ground by mynads of hilputian
fetters of artficisl government and prescnption Nor are we yet pre-
pated for its full adoption 1 this country Far very far indeed from
1t yet 15 our gradual tendency toward st cleat and sure How many
generations may yet be required before our theory and practice of
government shall be sifted and analyzed down to the lowest pont of
smphiaity consistent with the preservation of some degree of national
organization Tio one can presume to prophesy But that we are on
the path tonard that great result to which mankund 15 to be guded
down the long wsta of future years by the democratic princple
walking hand 1n hand with the sister spmit of Christianity we feel a
faith as imphat as th t with which we believe 1 any other great
mora) truth
Thus 15 all generalization and therefore though necessary probably
dull  We have endeavored to state the theory of the Jefersoman
democracy to which we profess allegiance n 1ts abstract essence
however unpopular 1t appears to be in these latter days to the
onze  These are the ongnal ideas of Amencan democracy and we
would not give much for that pracucal knowledge which 18 gnorant,
of and affects to disregard the essential and abstract prinaples which
really constitute the animating soul of what were else hifeless and
navght The application of these ideas ta practice 1 our palitical
affairs is obvious and simple Penetrated with a perfect faith in these
ternal truth we can never hewtate as 1o the direction to which
every pract ¢al case ansing they must pomt with the certanty of
the magnetized needle and we have no deswe to shrink from the

esponsibility at the outset of a frank avowal of them 1n the broadest
general language

{ExpernEnTALISY MOT Rapicavisy]

But having done so we will not be further misunderstood and we
hope not musrepresented as to wmmediate practical views We deem
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for the protection of the natural equal rights of the ctizen and the
preservation of socal order

[Tre Proncrere or Freepoy]

In all other respects the roluntary principle the pnaciple of free
dom suggested to us by the analogy of the dwvine government of the
Creator and already recognized by us with perfect success in the great
sotal interest of rebigion affords the true golden rule which 15
alone abundantly competent to work out the best possible general
sesult of order and happiness from that chaos of characters ideas
motives and mnterests human society Afford but the smgle nucleus
of a system of admunistration of justice betneen man and man and
under the sure opesation of this principle the foating atoms will dis
tnibute and combme themsehves as we see i the beautiful natural
process of crystalhization mto a far more perfect and harmomous
result than if government with its fostening hand  undertake to
disturb under the plea of directing the process The natural lass
which wall establish themselves and find thewr own level are the best
lans The same hand was the Author of the moral as of the physical
world and we feel clear and strong 1n the assurance that we cannot
er7 1n trusting in the former to the same fundamental principles of
spontaneous action and self regulation which produce the beautiful
order of the latter

This 1s then we consider the true theory of government the one
simple result towards which the political sience of the world 15 grad
ually tending after all the long and vaned expenence by which it
will bave dearly earned the great secret the ehmr of political hfe
Thus 15 the fundamental principle of the philosophy of democracy to
furnish a system of admunistration of justice and then leave all the
business and interests of society to themselves to {ree competition
and assocation 1 a word to the vofuntary principle

1t 1s borrowed from the example of the perfect self government of
the physical universe beng written i letters of Light on every page
of the great bible of Nature It contams the idea of full and fearless
faith in the providence of the Creator It 1s essentially involved 1
Chnistianity of which it has been well said that ats pervading spint
of democratic equality among men 15 1ts highest fact and one of 1ts
most radunt tnternal evidences of the divinity of its ongin It s the
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1 sction of the free voluntary prnaple every wstance in
l::ha.\‘:\k:f l‘;e operation of the public opinson and will farly signified can
be brought to bear more durectly upon the action of delegsted poners
we would regard as so ruch gained for the true wterest of the socety
and of mankend at large  In this path we cannot g0 wrong 118 only
necessary to be cautious ot to go too fast

Su:h?s \hen our demotraty Tt of course Places us 1n the whoal
of the stnctest constructon of the Con ¢

L]
t e -

« e uecessary inference from
¢ yexpressed above 18 that we consider the preservation of the
present ascendancy of the Democratic party as of great W not tal
importance to the future destinies of this holy cause Most of ats
leading members we know to possess all the quabifications that should
entitle men to the confidence and attachment of their country and
the arduous functions of the executn e department of the Government
are administered with an eficiency and 2 stnctess and punty of
prnople which considening their nature extent and complenty ae
ndeed remarkable  And even without a particular knowledge of the
men the prinaple alone would stll of necessity attach us to that
party  The acquisition of the vast mfuence of the executive depart
ment by the present oppositon prinaples we cauld not Jook upon
but as 2 staggenng blow to the cause of democraty and alf the high
interests committed wth it from which 1t would take a long and
mdefinite pertod of y ears to recaver even uf the Joss of time 1n national
progress would not 1n that event have to be reckoned by generationat
We shall therefore while devoung ourselves to preserve and umprove
the punty of ou democratic institutions labor to sustam the present
Democratic admunstration by fair appeal to argument wath sll the
easmestness due to the gravity of the principles and sterests snvolved

ITroUGRTS 0% AswricaN Lrreratore]
:l\; are admo:lmhcd by the prescribed Linuts of thus wntroductory
article to curtay) vanous topics of interest to whi
to allude m 2t The umpoy ey ctented

Ttant subject of natonal bterature cas
however be passed wthout a shght notice et
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1t scarcely necessary to say that we are opposed to all preapitate
radical changes i social mstitutions Adopting Nature as the best
guide we cannot disregard the lesson which she teaches when she
accomplishes her most mighty results of the good and beautiful by
the silent and slow operation of great prinaples without the convul
stons of too rapid action Festina lente 15 an imnvaluable precept 1f 1t
be not abused On the other hand that specous sophustry ought to
be no less watchfully guarded agamst by which old evils always
struggle to perpetuate th Ives by appealing to our + for
the wisdom of our fathers to our wmnert love of present tranquillity and
our natural apprehension of possible danger from the untried and
unknown

We are not afraid of that much dreaded phrase  untned expen
ment  which looms so fearfully before the eyes of some of our most
worthy and valued friends The whole hustory of the progress hitherto
made by humanity n every respect of social ameloration records
but a senies of experiments The American Revolution was the greatest
of experiments and one of which 1t 1s not easy at this day to apprect
ate the gigantic boldness Every step 1n the onward march of improve-
ment by the human race 1s an experiment and the Ppresent 1s most
emphatically an age of expenments The eye of man looks naturally
Joruard and as he 15 carned onward by the progress of time and truth
he 15 far more likely to stumble and stray if he turn s face back
ward and keep his looks fixed on the thoughts and things of the past
We feel safe under the banner of the democratic principle which 1
borne onward by an unseen hand of Providence to lead our race
toward the hugh destintes of which every human soul contamns the
God implanted germ and of the advent of which—certan however
distant—a dim prophetic presentiment has existed 1n one form of
another among all nations in all ages We are willing to make every
reform 1n our mstitutions that may be commanded by the test of the
democratic prnciple to democrats ¢ them but only so rapudly as
shall appear to the most cautious wisdom consistent with a due re
gard to the existing development of public opinion and to the perma
nence of the progress made Every instance i which the action of
government can be simplified and one of the hundred giant arms cur
talled with which it now stretches around 1ts fatal protecting grasp
over almost all the vartous interests of society to substitute the truly
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bealthful action of the free voluntary prnaple every instance 1
which the operation of the publ,e opinion and wyl farrly signified can
be brought to bear more durectly upon the action of delegated Powers

necessary to be cautions 10t to go tag fast

Such1s then oy democracy 1t of course places ug 1n the schoo)
of the strictest construction of the Constitution and 1 that 2ppears
ull

of atg
the Qualifications phyy should
t of un:

tion AU 2ppeq] 1 argumen
€armnestness due to the gravity of the Prinaples apg nterests

[Trovggrs ON Astrgicyy Lm:urmj

Ve are admonigheq by the Preseribeq It of this
‘arl;illedto Yarous topicg of interest ¢ which we d
© allude 1p ¢ The important subject of Dationa] Lteray,
ure
howmer be Passed Withoyt g shghy Rotice o
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What 15 the cause 15 sometimes ashed among the disaiples of the
democratic school of pohtical philosophy of that extensne ant
democratic corruption of sentiment 1n some portions of our people
especially m the young mind of the nation which 1s certamly o just
a subject of surprise and alarm? It has lately been a topic of news
paper remark that nineteen twentieths of the 3outh of one of the col
leges of Virginia were opposed to the democratic principles The very
exaggeration 1s good evidence of the lamentable truth and 1t 1s well
Lnown that a very large proportion of the young men who annually
leave our colleges carry with them a decided anti popular buas 1o
swell the ranks of that large majonty of the better classes afready
ranged on that side and to evercise the influence of their cultivated
talents m a cause at vanance with the gentus of our country the
spint of the age the best interests and true dignity of humanity and
the highest truths of the science of political morals

And yet the democratic cause 1s one which not only ought to engage
the whole mind of the Amenican nation without any senous division
of its energies to carry forward the noble mission entrusted to her of
going before the nations of the world as the representative of the dem
ocratic pnnciple and as the constant hving exemplar of 1its results
but which ought pecularly to commend 1itself to the generosity of
youth its ardent aspirations after the good and beautiful its hberal
and unselfish freedom from narrow prejudices of interest

For Democracy s the cause of Humanity It has faith m human
nature It believes in tts essential equality and fundamental good
ness It respects with a solemn reverence to which the proudest artt
ficral snstitutions and distinctions of soctety have no clam the human
soul It 1s the cause of philanthropy Its abject 1s to emancipate the
mind of the mass of men from the degrading and disheartening fetters
of socsal distinctions and advantages to bid it walk abroad through
the free creation in its own majesty to war agawnst all fraud oppres
sion and violence by striling at their root to reform all the mfimtely
vaned human misery which has grown out of the old and false tdeas
by which the world has been so long misgoverned to dismuss the
hirelmg soldier to spike the cannon and busy the bayonet to bum
the gibbet and open the debtor s dungeon to substitute harmony and
mutual respect for the jealousies and discord now subsisting between
different classes of society as the consequence of thewr artifictal clase
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has
sification 1t 15 the cause of Chr\s\\am!t)1 lo‘w;\;hha! ::;g[\;l::“xgnthl
been already made to be more fully deneloy y
portion of the peculiar fnends and mnusters of rehigion who now :}T
Tegret o say cast the weight of thewr socal influence against the
cause of democracy under the false prejudice of an afimty between
Wt and wfidelity { No longer 1n this century the case and whuch 1
the last was but a consequence of the ayergrown atwses of rehgion
found by the reforming spinit that then awakened n Europe m
league with despotism) understand but httle either 1ts true spint
of that of their own faith Itis moreover a cheerful ereed a creed
of hugh hope and universat love noble and ennobling while all others
which mply a distrust of mankind and of the natural moral pnn
aples infused 1nto 1t by 1ts Creator for its own self-des elopment and
self regulation are as gloomy and selfish 1 the tone of the moral
sentiment which pervades them as they are degrading in their prac
tical tendenty and absurd i theory when examined by the hght of
ong nal princples
Then whence this remarhable phenomenon of the young mind of
ur country so deeply tainted with anti-democratic sentiment a state
of things lamentable 1n itself and portentous of incalculable future
evil?

Vartous partial causes may be enumerated 1n explanation of it
among which we may refer to the following In the first place the
possessi n of the executive power as 1t exists 1 our system 15 10
oue pomnt of view a great disadvantage to the pnneiples of that

dant party The Ad occupies a position of defense
the Opposition of attack The former 13 by far the more arduous
task  The hines of fortification to be mamtamed agamst the never
relaxing onsets from every direction are so extensive and exposed
that a perpetual vigilance and devotion to duty barely suffice to keep
the enemy atbay The attacking cause ardent restless ingentous 15
far more attractne to the imagnation of youth than that of the
defense It 33 moreover difficult if not mmpossble to preserve a
perfect punty fr m abuse and corruphion throughout all the count
less ramufications of the action of such an executive system as ours
however stern may be the integrity and h gh the patriotism of the
presiding spirt which from its head ammates the whole Local
abuses i the management of party affairs are the necessary conse
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quence of the long possession of the ascendancy The vast offical
patronage of the executive department 1s a weight and clog under
which 1t 15 not easy to bear up This must lay any admmnustration
open to perpetual assault at great disadvantage and especially if the
great party campaign present at any time such a phase as may render
1t necessary to put forth to the full Iimts of constitutional nght the
energies of the executtve department to resist the accumulated pres-
sure of attack bearing along in 1ts tram evils to avert which almost
any means would seem justifiable Ths we have seen 1 a rematk
able manner the case during the twa terms of the late admmmistration
Our natural jealousy of power affords a string to which when played
upon by the bold and skilful hands that are never found wanting the
very spmnt of democratic freedom never fails to respond and many
are confused by sophistry and clamor and carried away by the power
of eloquence divine even though musu ed to array themselves agamnst
ther own best and most honest friends under leaders 1n truth the
worst enermes of the American prinuples for which they beheve them
selves contending

In the second place we may refer to a cause which we look upon
with deep pain as one of the worst fruits of the evil principles to which
allusion has already been made above as existing 1n our system the
demoralization of many of the great men of the nation How many of
these master spits of their day to whom their country had long been
accustomed to look with generous affection as her hope and pride
have we not seen seduced from the path of their early promise by the
intrigues of party and the allurements of ambition n the pursuit of
that too dazzling prize and too corrupting both i the prospect and
the possession the presidential office!

The nfluence of such men especially on the minds of the young
- ding by thew 1 1 pover leading by there elo-
quence and fasanating by the natural sympathy which attaches
stself to greatness still proud mnats fallen estate  produces certawmnly
a powerful effect 1 our party contests

We might also refer to the fact that the anti-democratic cause pos
sesses at least two thirds of the press of the country and that portion
of 1t which 1s best supported by talent and the resources of capital
under the commeraial patronage of our cities  To the strong influence




THE DEMOCRATIC REVIEW 38

that aties where +ealth accumulates where luxury gradually unfolds
Ats corrupting tendencies where anstocratic habits and soqal classt
fications form and strengthen themselves where the congregation of
men stmulates and exaggerates all 1deas —to the mfluence that
atiese ert upon the country no inconsiderable effect1s to be ascnbed
From the mfluence of the mercantile classes too extensiv ¢ly ant
democratic on the young men of the professions especaally that of
thelaw creating an msensible bias from the dependence of the latter
mainly on the patronage of the former these young men becoming
agam each the center of 2 small sphere of soal influence from that
of the relgous muustry  silently and msensibly exerted from the
false prejudice sl ghtly touched upon above from these and some other
mnor mfluences on which ne cannot here pause 2 vast and active
power on pubhic opin on 15 perpetually 1 operation And 1t 1s enly
astonishing that the Democratic party should be able to bear up
aganst them all so successfully as we fact witness This 1s to be
asenbed under that Providence whose unseen hand we recognize 1
all human affairs only to the sterling honesty and good sen<e of the
great industnous mass of our people its imstinctive perception of and
yearnmng after the democratic truth and the unwavenng generosity
of 1ts support of those pubhic servants whom it has once tned well and
long and with whom 1t has once acknowledged the genuine sym
pathy of common sentiments and a common ause Yet still the
democratic prinaiple can do httle more than hold its own The moral
energies of the national mind are to a great estent paralyzed by
dwision and mstead | bearing forward the ark of democratic truth
entrusted t usasa chosen people towards the glonous destiny of its
future we must fain be content 1f we can but stem wath it the per
petual t de of attack which would bear 1t backward towards thedeay
and habits of past dark ages
But a more potent nfluence than any yet noticed 1s that of our
‘:lm nal literature  Or rather we have no national literature  We
epend almost wh ly on Europe and particularly England to think
ar;‘d wT te for us or at least to furmsh matenals and models after
ab:;:,:\beh,a“;m‘d our own hurnble attempts We have a consider
The walp n:u“l llc‘ s but not 1n that consists a national hterature
1 Gu mmf’e of an American national hiterature must be democ
s ensla ed to the past and present hiterature of Eng
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land Rich and glorous as 1s that vast collection of mtellectsl
treasure 1t would have been far better for us had we been separated
from 1t by the ocean of a difference of language as we are from the
country itself by our sublime Atlantic Qur mind would then have
been compelled to think for 1tself and to evpress atself and 1ts ant
mating spirit would have been our democracy As 1t now 15 weart
cowed by the mind of England We follow feebly and afar i the
splendid track of a hiterature molded on the whole notwithstanding
a number of noble exceptions by the 1deas and feelings of an utterl)
anti democratic social system  We give back but a dim reflection
faint echo of the expression of the English mnd No one will mis-
understand us as disparaging the hterature of our mother language
far from 1t We appreciate 1t with a profound veneration and grati
tude and would use 1t without abusing 1t by utterly submutting our
own mmnds to 1t but we look upon 1t as we do upon the political
system of the country as a something magnificent venerable splen
did and powerful and containing a considerable mfusion of the tne
principle yet the one no more suitable to be adopted as our own of
as 2 model for slavish mitation than the other In the spint of ber
literature we can never hope to rival England  She 1s immeasurably
in advance of us and 1s rich with ever active energies and resources
of literary habits and caprtal so to speah which mock our humble
attempts at imitation But we should not follow in her wake a radi
ant path mwites us forward 1n another direction We havea principle
an imforming soul of our own our democracy though weallowitto
langwish uncultivated this must be the animating spmt of ous htet
ature If mdeed we would have a national Amencan bterature
There 15 an 1mmense field open to us 1f ne would but enter 3t boldly
and cultivate 1t as our own All hustory has to be rewntten pohual
scaence and the whole scope of all moral truth have to be considered
and tllustrated 1n the light of the democratic prinaiple  All old sub-
Jects of thought and all new questions ansing connected more or less
directly with human ewustence have to be taken up agamn and reex
amined m this point of view Vie ought to exert a powerful moral
nfluence on Europe and yet we are entirely unfelt and as 1t 15 only
by 1ts hterature that one natton can utter itself and make itself known
to the rest of the world twe are really entirely unknown 1In the pres-
ent general fermentation of popular ideas in Europe tumsng the
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CHARLES STEWART DAVEIS
POPULAR GOVERNMENT!

HE IDEA of some fair spread region of this description far over

the sea presented 1tself ;n dreams by day to the philan

thropst of the old world to console hum for the darhness of
ages that had clouded down upon the auspicrous dawn of Christianity
where law should be level with Iiberty and authonty tempered with
equity and government administered with punty simphaty and
economy !

These vere problems for which no satisfactory solutton had been
found Society had suffered from too much regulation Nature had
not been trusted enough to her own sagacsty  Education had not been
raised to 1ts proper height nor expanded to 1ts true power The pun
cples of natural and unmversal law were pressed down by feudal and
ecclestastical instituttons These were enigmas which Europe could not
explamn  The rights of mankind had there been defrauded The hopes
of humamty had there been frustrated No frwition had been found
for the finest aspirations of philanthropy no consummation of the
famrest results of philosophv Nothing was comparatively realized
from the long teachings of example and experience No permanent
progress appeared to have been made n the general career of socnal
improvement Nao effectual barrier seemed to be raised agamst the
calamitous recurrence of another furious nroad from a barbanan cast
of population dist hed by no complevonal vanety such as the
teemung north was ever ready to pour down upon the spreading
bounds of civihzation Iike trade winds tonards a region continually
rarefied by the sun from a source of nhich the elements are never
exhausted overwhelming the establishments of society like a tornado
bury ing the monuments of art and genius and blacheming the honzon
with smoke and ashes hike some ternfic eruption of a volcano such
as has covered aties under the crust of ages alternately tormenting

{dd ¢ DI eooed  th C mmeworal nal
825) pp 3464 — Abnd-ed]

{From Charles Stewart Da a1s 4
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t and imtating the
the world with a vam desire to recover the pad!

pnde of science by the astonishing revelation of what was before
supposed to be new

[Tae Axericas EXPERDENT]
1f there was no sure defense from assault and nvasion without

nesther was there any secunty agamnst corruption of the pninaples of
society within In government 1t 1s very true there was httle to be
corrupted and when a combined movement was made to establish in
England what Hampden and Pym were about embarking to enjoy

wth Cromwell 1n America 1ts promoters could neither find compe-
tent secunty for thewr own virtue nor set up any adequate bar against
the reaction of atbitrary power The proper time therefore appeared
to have arn ed for malung a new expenment the most interesting
and imp u bly mallitsc and relations
that the world ever witnessed A nes, scion was to be sent forth and
moculated 1nto a strange stoch  Fresh blood was to be taken from
some of the purest arteries ;n Europe and poured wnto the vemns of a
young society begotien as it may be smd 1n the old age of the
world Thke says Bacon 2 plantation mn a pure sol that 15

where people are not displanted to the end to plant in others else
it 1 rather an extrpation than a plantation  In this new process a
favored race may appear to have been selected hihe that which was
chosen in the second stage of the world to restore 1ts pnmary cond:

to  this to be the repository of the true principles of Liberty as that
was of the pute elements of rehgon and before which the natiye
population was destmed to recede and gwve space by the operation
of natural causes without precspitate results and without nspinng
any h

of 1ts reapp e to em}
the project

the execution of

The geography of America has been pronounced by one who has
tnvest gated the philosophical connection between natural and political

causes fa orablet freedom But it cannot be said that thy
was discove ed or col bennts deun

" d in any delib design

0 establish us pnnciples The great magnetic point did not so soon

:;2“&:;: true pol;lnty An ultenor object of the voyage gave to
isco ety the name of

and et 1 e of West Indes  The colonies were bred

worms whose mdus y 15 not for themselyes
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They were sent to cultivate the sugar cane and tobacco leaf and n
due time doomed to prepare the cotton plant for the market of ther
taskmasters America was held as an appurtenance to Europe and
her arrang were all p ted on the same model of colonul
moenopoly as the East India Hudsen Bay and North West Com
pames But by some interesting fihation theres a Divinity that
shapes our ends

The colonal condition 1s now acknowledged to be the chrysals of
independence The only El Dorado 1s to be discovered 1n the simplest
form of government To the vistonary pursuwt of gold the world may
be mdebted for the science of iberty as well as chemustry and free
mstitutions may be said to have been found i following the fur trede
and the fishenes

The free and glotious spmit that has gone abroad throughout the
country may well invite to a refreshing memorial of all the causes to
which we owe this national feeling  The true genius of our institutions
mvites at all seasons a constant recurrence to their first prinaples
To judge of the progress which these principles have made we need
only cast our eyes back a century or two to contemplate those abuses
of them from which our ancestors fled and contrast them agatnst the
first results of those free mstitutions which they founded

Tt 1s true that a natural sohcrtude concerning the great expenment
weighed upon the first founders of our free government and its hvels
comnerstones were not laid without many prayers and supphications
The experience of the pertod subsequent to the revolution when the
pressure of pend was reheved and the danger of subjugation deter
mumed did not leave an entirely satisfactory tmpression on ther
minds The dis minorum gentium the gods of the smaller states were
averse to a predomnating power to be exercised over local pride and
ambrtion on behalf of the whole people of the union and the appre-
henston of disorder to result from the mmperfection of its bond arose
coeval with the first form in which 1t was orgamized  The portentous
fact moreover was presented to them by the fauthful hand of his
tory that pure democracy had always faled in some degree of suffi
cient virtue to preserve its pninaples from corruption  Hence the
morning noon and evemng song of 1788 was anarchy — the danger
of anarchy rather than despotism
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{Tux Covstrumon]
That there may not have been 1 admce‘m absolute muﬁ‘dm:
he essentisl prnciples of repubhean g
ﬁ?j u:):m(so broad a scale that there might bave been some doubt
concerming thew efficacy for self preservation that mmelscq::nmm
may have been engmally d relating to the of
suffient virtue with the mtelligence of the community o securs s
own pobtacal exstence 2nd vindicate at ance its Lberty and justice
may not be deemed altogether maedible It 15 not unnaturl to
suppase that apprehensions of this kind should have forced or infused
themselves 1nto some of the faurest mnds and purest spints 1n the
country U they fastened themselves for 2 while upon 2 portion ot
the virtuons and patnotic i they seed upon the v orous authors
of gur conshtutional commentary etk
h

[

it 1an0rs that were exhausted
» Ueetne resources of the Union and how they were straitened

until 1t was accomplished and let the prayer come up belote the coun
try that was uttered guer the hearse of hum the cathest the only one
of that illustnous number whom it moums pardon that single
error 10 a hfe devoted to your servicet

The ongmal appreh nspued g the C
undoubtedly was not that s s not strong enough for the purpose of
poser but that 1t wasnot powerful enough for the purpose of hberty
Time at least was wanting to establish sts principles. Hence mean
whale its frends imclined to take bonds of fate  But it 1s vain to seek
w the positwe structure of socety for those seeunties which must
depend 1 the mam uponatsspnst  Who shall take care of the keepers?
What shall we do with the fire when 1t sewzes the extingushers?
Where shall the powers of art be apphed when the springs of nature
cease 1o play? The sput of a peaple cannot be perfectly enshnned
w the speafic form of 2 constutution The success of any system must
depend forever upon the healthy action of sts natural prinaples

In 2 great country which enjoys a freedom Uke our avm 1t 1 plam
that the simplest mstitutions for concentratimg the ideas and exerting
the enermies of the whole commuzuty are the most smtable The
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They were sent to cultivate the sugar cane and tobacco leaf and m
due time doomed to prepare the cotton plant for the market of therr
tashmasters Amenca was held as an appurtenance to Europe and
her arrang, were all p d on the same model of colonial
monopoly as the East India Hudson Bay and North West Com
panies But by some interesting fillation theres a Divimty that
shapes our ends

The colonial condition 1s now acknowledged to be the chrvsalis of
independence The only El Dorado 15 to be discovered in the stmplest
form of government  To the visionary pursuit of gold the world may
be indebted for the science of iberty as well as chemustry and free
mstitutions may be said to have been found mn following the fur trade
and the fishenes

The free and glorous spnt that has gone abroad throughout the
country may well invite to a refreshing memarial of all the causes to
which we owe this national feeing  The true genuus of our mstitutions
vites at all seasons a constant recurrence to their first prmciples
To judge of the progress which these principles have made we need
only cast our eyes back a century or two to contemplate those abuses
of them from which our ancestors fled and contrast them agatost the
first results of those free mstitutions which they founded

It 15 true that a natural sohcrtude concerning the great expertment
weighed upon the first founders of our free government and its Tively
cornerstones were not laid without many prayers and supplicattons
The expenence of the peniod subsequent to the revolution when the
pressure of penl was relieved and the danger of subjugation deter
mmed did not leave an entirely satisfactory impression on thew
minds The diz minorum gentium the gods of the smaller states were
averse to a pred: ting power to be d over local pride and
ambition on behalf of the whole people of the union and the appre
hension of disorder to result from the imperfection of 1ts bond arose
coeval with the first form in which 1t was organized The portentous
fact moreover was presented to them by the farthful hand of his
tory that pure democracy had always faded 1n some degree of suffi
cient virtue to preserve ats prncples from corruption  Hence the
morning noon and evemng song of 1788 was anarchy — the danger
of anarchy rather than despotism
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£ self government goes to the root of our system Popular power 1s
:h: basgs of 21l our mstitutions and the general weal 15 managed by
a2 sumple argamzation of the sense and reason of the mmmumlﬁz

manfesting 1ts general wall  The notion that a people has not the
faculty of seffcontrol 15 a solecism Xt would argue 2 defect in the
mora) constitution of mankind if 1t did not amount toan impeach

ment of the wisdom of Provdence Tt would seem to show that
ruan was unfit to be the subject of moral government and serve to
show the absurdity of all government ¥t would be matter of singular
reflect on upon the state of political soctety if the wisdom of the
vhole should prove less competent to its management than the
wisdom of part.

By gving to public opinion an absolute and audible representation
and by placing 2 more respons.ble and emphatic reliance upon the
presiding sense of the commumity by giving that scope and activity
to 1ts wstmets and operations which are dernved from free mnstitu
tions alone by bnnging hame to the business and bosoms of society
the & of 1ts d or cavsing them to
be felt m their remotest bearings that sense 15 quickened corrected
cultivated disaplined caution and prudence are mspired and afl it
faculties summoned 1n vincication of 1ts pnnaples o system pos
sesses such self repainng resources none 1s so little liable to explo.
sion as one where the safety valves are always open

As a fact 1 the first instance that nothing can resist the real
power of the people as the faith of the whole community that noth
ing ought to be above 1t as a pont settled equally 1n the theory and
Tistory of our system 1t 15 the part of wisdom to 1mprove and of
patnotism to ndicate the prnaple Suchk a circumstance m our
condition 15 not merely to be tolerated as an unavodable evil It 15
to be chenshed 15 2 positive good and the absolute weegalanity of its

2cton 15 entitled to be ¢ eated as  the progress of a generous and
powerful principle to perfection

The prevalence of an oppos te 1dea at whatever period or under
whateve arcumstances 1t may predomunate 1s siunply sapping the

foundst on of our free system which rests on public sentiment solely
Its perditton ca 1 any e ent

nly come from the abandonment of
ts prnciples and the destruction of the popular faith in them 15 byt
nill omen of thew justfication  Patriotisma 15 never allowed to de.
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prcrples of society themselves n the first place Le at the founda

tion and gve efficacy to the operative p u wpes of govemment

There 15 much truth »f not onginalty 1n the reflection of a fine and
Iiberal mind that what we are accustomed to regard as political order
1s 1 a great measure the result of the passions and wants of man
combined with the aarcumstances of hus condition or what 15 1n other
words the wisdom of nature all acting 1n such beautiful subserviency
to her suggestions as to raise the 1dea of onginal arrangement The
natural tendency that eusts 1 every society which in consequence
of the general spint of 1ts government enjoys the blessings of tran

quillity and hiberty 15 so strong as to overcome many pow erful obstacles
which the imperfection of human mstitutions opposes to its progress.
The greater portion of political disorders do not proceed from the
want of foresight 1n the framers of political constitutions renderiog
their prospective provisions too general so much as from not paymg
sufficient regard to the operations of those simple mstitutions which
nature and justice recommend The supertonty of political wisdom
consists not in encumbering the machine of government with new
contrivances to obviate partial and acadental inconvensences but in
gradually and silently removing the obstacles which disturb the order
of nature and according to the expression of Addison ngrafting
upon her mstitutions  There 1s moreover an intrinsic prnciple of
health 2 vis medicatrix n the social system and especully 1n the
political lihe the human when the general constitution 1s sound

the virtue of which we may be apt to ascribe to artificial causes when
1t frequently serves to di gwise and correct their il effects  To these
Just and hberal considerations may be added reflections anstng from
the character of our Federal system — namely the pownerful wnflu

ence of 2 gravitating principle to bind and preserve its members 1
therr spheres and the silent sublime celestial mechamsm which
serves to remedy any 1rregulanity of their planetary motions

[TsiE RECONCILIATION OF AUTHORITY AND LIBERTY]

We have entered upon a sober expenment how far the simple
moral principles of society are competent for therr own pohiical
preservation and the problem 1s yet to be solved how far the expe-
dient 15 practicable for reconciling authonty with Itberty The
extraordinary 1dea that a whole people 1s not competent to the office
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of self government goes to the root of our system Popular pow"bu
the basis of all our mstitutions and the general weal 13 managed by
& sumple organization of the sense and reason of the mmmumlg

mamfesung ats general will  The notion that a people has not lhe
faculty of self-control 15 a solecsm It would argue a defect 1n the
moral constitution of manking if 1t did not amount to an impeach

rent of the wisdom of Prowidence It would seem to show that
man was unfit to be the subject of moral government and senve to
show the absurdity of all government It would be matter of singular
reflection upon the state of pol tical society if the wisdom of the
whole should prove less competent to i3 management than the
wisdom of part.

By guang to public opinton an absolute and audible representation
and by placing 2 more respons’ble and emphatic reliance upon the
presiding sense of the community by giving that scope and actmty
to 1ts instmets and operations which are derved from free mstite
t1oms alone by bringing home to the business and bosoms of soqety
the d: of its d or causing them to
be felt in thewr remotest bearings that sense 1s quickened corrected
cultivated disciplined caution and prudence are mspired and all ats
faculties summoned 1n vindication of 1ts pnnaiples  \o system pos-
sesses such self repurning resources none s so hLittle hable to explo-
sion as an¢ where the salety valves are always open

As a fact 1 the first instance that nothing can resist the real
power of the people s the faith of the whale community that noth
1 gought tobeabo €1t as a pomnt settled equally in the theory and
bistory of our system 1t 15 the part of wisdom to 1mprove and of
patnotsm to vindicate the prnaple  Such a crcumstance 1n our
condition 15 not merely 1o be tolerated as an unavodable evil, It 15
to be chenshed as a positive gaod and the absolute wregulanty of sts
action 15 ent tled to be treated as the progress of a generous and
po_erful prinaiple to pertection

‘The p ¢ alence of an apposite 1dea at whateser penod or under
whate er crcumstances t may predominate 1s smply sapping the
‘;‘:ndzxrgu\r‘\ of our free system which rests on public sentiment solely
o ;fmn ) : mnd\‘x;‘ ax:’y event only come from the abandonment of
ol om‘:n o(alr; N € destruct on of the popular faith in them 15 but

1w gustification  Patniatism 15 never allowed to de
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spair of the commonwealth To redeem the true principle of self

government therefore from misapprehenston and perversion to rescue
1t from corruption and reproach to drag up 1ts drowning honor at any
extremity and restore 1t 10 115 central position like the heart of the
human or the grand refulgent orb of the solar system these are ends
which it can be no inconsistency to compass no imputation to1magme
Tt 15 wosthy of the highest and the purest patriotism to break the spell
which may bind such 2 beltef to dispel the phantom and chase 1t like
2 cloud from the mind and disstpate a delusion so omous and preju

dicual to the public welfare The punty of testimony gien to such
a truth there can be no cavse to question The tnibute cannot be too
ample and unequivocal and whatever trniumph attend 1t we may bhal
without regret  For whatever objections may he against our system
who would ever abandon 117 With all 1ts evils who would discard 1t
for any other form of human authority founded on the admisston of
any principle at war with the equal nghts and hberty of mankind?

[PoruLAR GOVERNMENT AND Pupric Ormvton]

While the theory of popular government undaubtedly presumes the
prevailing rectitude of public sentiment 1t makes no presumption of
which the force 1s not now universally acknowledged either in the
general reference to its authority or the direct appeal toitsarbitrament
It moreover makes no requisition other than what 1s founded on con
fidence mn the principle and farth i the progress of reason and only
demands that those whose voice must be heard on every measure
should bave a hand m 1ts control It does not assume that papal
wnfallibility from which its protestant pnnaple has revolted It chal
lenges no mpliat farth for 1t exposes everything to examunation It
does not 1mply that the will of any proportion of the commumty how
ever transcendent 1s paramount to that invarable restriction which
principle 1mposes on power It does not of course confound every
hight and transient shadow that flies over the landscape the mere
ephemeral indications of passing events with the solid rocks that have
been placed from etermty and the permanent landmarks that have
been estabhished by expenience  Means are provided for rectifying ats
results and powsing the passions in order ta suspend the judgment of
the public. The sense of the community must have time to settle and
mankind may repose upon its own judgment after some pertod has
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united wisdom of one age tn this respect bears some
e:m '_;? ;nm:d wisdom of several Neuther does the supposn;li;
require the sacriice of independence 1n regard to any subject on ‘::dl
public opinion 1 yet to be formed or 1s capable of beng wnprov g}.:
even changed 1t requires nio compromuise of belief except upan
ground of convicion forvomanhasa night to renounce any pownt af
which he 15 honestly persuaded. The night of appeal i3 always open
and the publicearisalso  Thedea requires no mmpractieable harmony
of discordant elements produces no restramnt upon the most wholew
some freedom of difference and oppostion 1115 2 pnnaple that dis-
turbs no manly breast It need work no abatement of an bonest 223t
to gude and mfvence pubhic opmion upon woportant subjects  On
the contrary there 15 an encouragement and a consolation of the
Yughest description at once afforded by the rebance which may be
placed upon 1ts polanty and the fughest inducement 15 thus held out
1o 21 to ymprove 3 standard to the test of which all things must be
brovght and all subjects submitted  The result of this expeniment
upon 1ts largest scale thus far warrants no just ground of concern
respecting the prevalence of truth It need mspure no fear for honest
fame nor rexsonable apprehension in respect to correct estimate of
patnotic service  The expenence of 1his whole soctety does not yet
create any pamnful sohartude 1z regard to the pursuit and discovery of
a wore practicable and unerring sanction
Expenence bas tertainly shown no sufficent reason to question the
general aptitude of the People for self-government When we observe
the capacity discovered by the members of society w all their concerns
sagauty entermg wio all subjects extending to all relations and
equal to all occasions carned also wnto duties of admunstering s
authonty and when we observe them indiscriminat
:IA::.\;E ::A all s departments avil and judicial as jusors magistrates
Comty o Ui bencof e pubhe 0 8 e g S
5
rights for which law was designed as secur g s ofall those
alldassesand
Drocess can we
s Great prnaple
:r}:::allsfozu;m!? watlsiant sefreshment and vigor from its

ely executing or
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[Tue EDUCATION OF THE SOVEREIGN PEOPLE]

But popular power 1t 15 to be remembered 1s moral power and it
15 of the utmost consequence that its intellectual prineiple should be
well informed  The safety of a state was represented by a sensible
scholar of the 16th century to depend mamly on three things upon
the proper education of the Prince upon public teachers and ca
schoolmasters The prime object 1n any government 1s undoubted]y
the education of the sovereign In England 1t was not long since an
object of general concern to provide for the education of a young
princess In proportion as the power vested m the sovereign becomes
absolute the pursuit acquires importance

With a view to improve the prninaiples of self government 1n a state
of society that subjects everything to 1ts sense in a country where the
whole sovereignty 1s lodged 1n the people and all authonty 1s esercised
upon the strictest responsibihity to the end of 1ts universal welfare the
education of the whole becomes the first ilerest of olf  The diffusion of
knowledge becomes therefore the distribution of power Where
authonty 1s appropnated for other purposes than the genera! good
under any partial organtzation a part 1s studiously educated for the
government of the rest who are dehberately left in ignorance to
support the fundamental principles of the government The proper
system of repubhcan education should combine the regular course of
useful elementary mnstruction with that species of education which
naturally results from the pohtical order of society  In this manner
the moral education of the prince 1f I may use the expression becomes
of the first ymportance and 1t 15 a happy circumstance that there s
always a generation of young and farr minds springing up among the
people free from any false impressions n proper season to assume the
real remns of power and exemplify the true principles and influence of
education

It must be obvious that to urge the general mnterest of education
can be influenced by no narrow motine It can have no insidous
purpose It pleads the cause of no party 1t advocates no professton
13 propitious to no predominance It urges one of the most important
interests of society It argues on behalf of its order and comfort its
present and future good and opens the most ample field to its fairest
claims and prospects Its cause involves the purest objects of benevo-
lence 1ts concern affects the highest aspirations of virtue and prety
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{ the noblest 2nd tenderest springs of
v somectiie +he zeal of the
for tus hend
of the future
With ats suceess 1 identuuey

wc‘liaxe of our race extending to the sappression of the most fruitful
causes of vice and misery and embracing the widest spread of peace

and happuness beneath the cope of heaven

{PourticaL PARTIES AXD REPUBLICAN Justicz]

Moral pawer rests upon the only sure and sold basis ﬂ‘lf“B‘“ and
yustice  Under a political dusp where the resp falls
without relief upon the people Af the dictates of eternal justice are
violated the consequences of retributive Justice may be assured to
follow  Justice 15 one of the first duties of a republic 1t1s the comer
stone of the Temple of Liberty and 11152 virtue not among the least
exposed to violation  Arstides was banished by a republic {rom
jealousy of the very name and 1ts ancient policy was undoubtedly
apt to nounsh a spinit permictous to the prinaiple

Party may unquestionably be salutary if its end be public and ats
spint patnotic snce more may be accomphished by combined sys-
tematic exertions than can be eflected by irregultr and distracted
efforts, But the greatest good 1t 13 equally obvious can only be
attained by the united and hearty exertion of the whole mass of the
community Party in such a pant of view may be regarded as a
siople expedient for mutdating the state of a measure of its force for
paralyzing one side { its power depnving the country of a portion

{1ts effective strength for the promation of 1ts great objects There
were always 1t is said two parties in Carthage one fot peace and the
ather for war the consequence was that Carthage never enjoyed the
full advantage of peace or war Certam prejudices are represented
to preval mn more early perods of soctety which ate supposed to be
beneficual to 1ts weifare but which gradually lose their nfuence and
would probably disappear entirely if it were not found convement to
prolong thewr existence as a source of authonty over the multitnde
:f‘;o:":: t‘;fe““ Peﬂsfl\e 1s undoubtedly proved in supporting parties
N enu%s . i\ 2: utary and in suppressing them whenever they

nishing them while they are founded and conducted
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on ponaple and in ceasing to sustamn them when thetr differences are
extingwshed or their forms are only preserved for selfish or factions
purposes The Constitution 1t ts evident was not designed to sys-
tematize 2 perpetual organization of parttes

It 15 true that the history of parties in this country s coeval with
the ongn and connected with the progress of our political institutions.
And while they have even left their footprints upon the foundations
and impressed their relief upon the strong features of the Federal
structure they have at the same time been muld in their type and
compleuon beyond all recorded example Ancient or moder hustory
affords no companson They are stamed by no marks of blood or
violence they revive the memory of no proscnptions nor massacres
nor can they be deliberately accused of using their predommance with
posttive cruelty or opp The moral ch of our popuk
has moderated the natural ¢ q of avil d If parties
may not be permutted to make pretension to generosity they may
properly be allowed to appeal to the unquestionable proofs of their
punty and while they powt to the lofty and durable monuments of
their patriotism Justly plead the influence of extraordinary causes 1
vindication agamnst any erroneous imputations By the theory of our
government long ago pronounced the people themselves are of no
party Anditis qute true that some of our most national mstitutions
are the work of jount counsels and confederate patriotism

The most eloquent spint of the age1s justice  That spint 1s strongly
opposed to all political orders privileges and dommnations It 18
distinguished by an averston to despoti m = - v

s o L Amerca An open persuasion prevatls abrosd
of the mpolicy of seehing to secure any measure of public good apart
from the whole of the people of raising any exclusn e advantage upon
the depressmn of any general concern of the commumty or even

al te 1nterest at disproportionate expense or sacrifice
An nvintible repugnance exists 1n the breast of the nation agaimnst
cherishing any project tncompatible with the designs of the compact
or any sentiment inconsistent with the prinaiples of the Unon All
the true interests of society stand on the same footing 1n perfect con
sistency with each other and in winson with the greatest product of
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general prospenty ‘Hence an augmented apprecuation of the value of
our common patrumony and an increasing Opinion of the essentwl
mjury of sufferng the whentance to be engrossed or of permitting
any portion of society to mabe use of 1ts forms agawnst 1S spuit
Hence the dehberate yudgment of the community agamst any unwar
yantable appropriation of the Blessmgs of socal order or of settng
apart any portion from the general mass of honor and happiness
belongng to the communtty wstead of opening the career of public
cervice to an useful and generous strife of competition and emulation
and spreading out the ughest and most anunating inducements Let

there be added a deep seprobation of the gross injustice of all odious

political imputation repugnant to the innate prinaples of moral recty

tude and revolting to the most irtuous feelings of mankind  Think

you those upon whom the Touer of Suloam fell —or those whose blood
“Pilate mingled tn their socnifices —were sinners obote all the Gahleons?
Again add a stemn ind gnant rebuke of all attempts to affect the fame
of national benefactors disturbing the heaps which affection has
cased over thewr remains of defacing the monuments which gratitude
has erected to thewr memory opening the wounds which the hand of
yume has gently healed desecrating the virtues 1t has chenshed or
vaclating its benevolent amnesty and oblivion  In opposition to all
such unhallowed purposes and passions 2 different spnt tolerant
n

n W ran s stem might indeed

woved
And
{hs tnumphant vindication of ts moral sense 18 reviving to a rational
&dence 1n 1ts fund 1 1
P

{PusLic OPINION AND PEACEFUL CrANGE)

We are warranted to repose upon the wholesome operation of public
opmon Tts progressive nfluence appears like vegetation upon the
surface after 1t has been working and striking its shoots deep wnto the
sal Its seeds eust in the ground long before its productions are sent
forth ’lt mmlm:\nm 1n the primary and internal principles of society
P silently steadily uj
entenng with hie 1nto the bnnchesy X change of thll‘sledse‘so: :l:d

wsts in fact before 1t 15 announced  Its hight advances Like ths dan
which first begins to illumme the lighest tops until 1t warms xn{l
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fertibizes the earth and calls forth all its powers and hucunance Is
wfluence 15 disseminated through the great mass of public sentment
until 1t thoroughly pervades the whole body of the commumty Its
changes often anticipate the sagacity of political wisdom they grow
out of each other n some manner Lke the seasons and when w
cannot divine their sources we may still distingush their sounds.
Too mighty to be attributed to the mere prophetic chants by which
they may be preluded thetr auguries may be discerned wn the most
angry aspect of the elements the bow 1s bent in the clouds and the
pause the peace that follow have all the serene and potent influence
of a charm

Within the experience of this nation three revolutions have alread
occurred the first political the second avil and the third moral the
last embracing whatever was salutary and valuable in the tno former
The evidence of this last auspicious change v hich has been proclaimed
by the most distingmshed organs of the communmt)y 1s fresh in the
abatement of political strife and the improvement of public feeling
and 1n the universal direction of public spint to public objects It
proclammed mn popular assemblies 1 public bodies i the nationa!
legislature where no addresses are regarded except those which €0
cern the mterest of the community tn its general determmation
aganst the importance of any other secunties than those that are
required for the public good or of maintaiming any political ascendanty
paramount to the supreme constitutional law It 15 proclaimed in the
broad appeal on the recent national occasion to general considerations
—1n the harmonious and patriotic character of the result It 1s pro-
claimed i the tone of soctety in the peace and the order of the
commumty 1n the prosperity of the nation

[T 155107 OF AMERICA]

America 15 alnays alive to the obhgations of justice Its fechng
has been freshly redeemed towards a foreigner * It has been fulfilled
1n selation to the father of lus country  Shail 1t not be vindicated
against every reproach?

While ne felicitate ourselves on the faculty of self government and
on the power which the country possesses to do justice to its bene-
factors let the country hlewise be just to itself There 1s no power

[Lafayette]



FRART DAVELS st
-l
< o
fare There1saties e M
tent nath 1€y
romote 1ts oWl prosylcm) consis!
‘\)a.w and eternal Justice There 15 no form whuch so fully develops the

4 gmity of homa® nature as the democratic There 1s N0 SySEM ﬁ‘ﬂ‘uc
50 soon brngs ‘Tome 1ts Sanctions none which equires 50 complete 2
prostration of all partial objects so enite a devotion to s radicat
p nolesw order to bring out its :sf‘mtu\ perfections

]

d as the mother republic 10 the
o

101

s to
accomplish and which can only be discharged by thenus and
farthiul regard to the fundamental pnnnp\es of our association Be

t ours then 10 send a searching spint nto these curcumstances and
consult those 1 vely oracles of nature whichaccord usat thesame ire
the most profound suggestions of politicat aisdom Ve have great
Interests to be consulted with which those of the world as it no™
ctands and of generalions {0 anLe are Lnked Wehave connections
sith Europe where we ha ¢ long car®

1ed on an advantageous com
merce sending out 0T staples and punaples and mporting the
fabncs and letters ¢ have relation to all tmes and as W€ proceed
1o manipulate our oWD intellectual and economcal products we have
an increasing character t sustain and a hughet cast nottobe {orferted
The are all purswog s and mtellect 18 danting s

a4 nfyngraysintoe €T nded well and visel
0 o sder our Vo stualt ® to consider our condition 2s its OWT
greatest mnov toF to Leep a steady eyeto {he true ends of our polits
< enstence a d while w¢ accompany aotiquity 10 extend the spint

of mpr  ement also to the foot of the very altat We are to hold
nothing ssacr dbut the true interests of society and those nstitutions
the usefulness of which has been established to human happiness of
atte ted by the consec atng $3 ctions of rehigion and resort to the
sacred epos tory of rel gL n Ltself not for the darh and portentous
acana 1 state pot o but for those transcendent sanctions which 1t
suppl esto stablish those 1} mations which form the basis of all order
Asat egards the est let the rule and the only rule be how to attan
thetugh st possible g od and ob nate the utmost avordableevil  Over

1o oursehves 2 duty 18 =
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the porch by which we enter the temple of our national Lberty over
the avenues which lead to all 1ts spactous apartments over the ever
open hall of legislation as well as the adjacent chambers of Juns-
prudence let the fearless Inseription meet the eye

Be bold! Be bold! And everywhere BE BOLD!
BE NOT TOO BOLD!

Let 1t become an important object to raise the tone of public sentie
ment and elevate the dignity of democratic institutions improve the
rule of social duty and evalt the scale of national excellence Let us
clear the great streams of national prospenty Let no faculty be
demed to the government which 15 granted by the Constitation let 1t
be left to be used with discretion regulated by responsibiity  Letat
Likewise be felt that some inference arises i favor of & povwer whichis
attested by an important public benefit While 1t will not be for
gotten that i order to guard therr own rights aganst mfraction the
people have mvested their public agents with only hmuted faculties
to promote the great ends of government a concluston resulting from
their long and universal approbation of an actual authonty should
not be unregarded And agam 1f a great national concern which has
been generally provided for i our constitutonal scheme acquures 2
new 1mportance m the progress of public economy or a new region
itself anse beneath the broad canopy of the Union with mnterests for
which 1t had no ongmal opportumity to stipulate are we at liberty to
attnibute a prophetic spint to those general provisions which respect
the public welfare and to regard the system itself as expandmg with
the exigencies of the Union? Shall an austere rule rebuke the true
spint of patriotic policy uncontrolled by a commanding obligation to
supply any chasm which was not contemplated in the Constitution?
Shall we still rock the grown man 1 the cradle of the infant?

We profess not to have arrived at matunity  To test the truth of
our principles we are obliged to go formard to anticipate the progress
of time and the operation of their causes on futunty To test the
truth of our principles Jef s g0 forzard! Let us advance the space of
a single century when 1f we are true to our pninciples and those that
shall come after us shall prove true to our examples we shall have
redeemed ourselves from the reproach of Iving 1n and for postenity!
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YLet us be Just then 10 our postenty a3 well as to curselves Let
us armay before us or ratber array ourselves before those who shalt
come after us  Come then ye future agne ¢ A
2

E

° «  tu we lorlorn hope of our
n4uunal enstence nse i our ears and piess on our bearts By the
binod shed for our delnerance by the teany with whath n £
wasbhaptized by thea

by the glonious and 1r

bejusttoyourselves t
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JAMES FENIMORE COOPER
ON REPRESENTATION!?

FTER QUITTING the poll we familiarly discussed the mens
and dements of this system of popular elections In order
to extract the opinions of my friend several of the more

obvious and ordinary objections were started with a freedom that
induced him to speal with some seriousness
Yousee a thousand dangers in umversal sufirage  hesaid  mereh

because you have been taught to think so without ever having seen
the expeniment tried The Austnan would be very apt to say under
the influence of mere speculation too that 1t would be fatal to govers
ment to have any representation at all and a vazier of the Grand Tutk
mught find the mild exercise of the laws which 1s certainly practised
n Austria proper altogether fatal to good order Now we hnow not
from the practice of fifty years only but from the practice of t¥o
centunies that 1t 15 very possible to have both order and prospents
under a form of government which adnuts of the utmost extension of
the sufftage It 15 a never falling argument on these subjects that
Amertcan order 1s owing to the morality of a sumple condition of hie
and that our prospenty 1s mncidental to our particular geographial
situation  There are many good men and in other respects nise men
even among ourselves who retain so much of the political theory
which pervades the Iiterature of our language as to believe the same
thing  For myself I cannat see the truth of exther of these positions.
Our prospenty s owing to our intelligence and our wmtelligence 0
our mstitutions  Every discreet man n Amersca 1s deeply smpressed
with the mportance of diffusing wnstruction among our people Just
as many very well meaning persons tn your hemsphere honestly
enough entertain a singular horror of the danger of school books
Thus 1t 15 our natural means of safety to do the very thing which
must of necessity hase the greatest possibleinfluence on the happiness
cavilization and power of a nation

[Noto softh Am sP kdUpby Tarl ¢B k1 (Philadelpha 1818)
T 263-71 — Te tcomp! te |
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1d theors @ representation
There cun be no doubt that under 2 b:\‘ e B‘I\‘d agabond
ould be gl the better i tbe wost ygnorant profiga Tt

part of the community were excluded from the nght of votng . 18
Just s true thataf all he rogues and corcupt poliucaans even tnclu “’eg
those who re2d Latn and have well lined pockets could be refus
the nght of votag honest men v ould fare all the better  Dutayitis
\ery well known that the latter are not nor cannot well be excluded
from the nght of suffrage anywhere exceptn a despotism we have
come to the conclusion that 1t 1s scarcely worthwhilet d 5 =
ot
am
prog
ther epresemiation Lae most
vehement declammers m favor of the justice of the representation of
‘property overlook two or 1hree very imporiant points of theargument
A man may be a voluntary associate 1n a jowt-stock company and
justly havea night taa p mus 111 prop
to hus pecuniary mterest but hfe 1s not a chartered institution  Men
are born with all their wants and passions their means of enjoyment
and their sources of msery without any agency of ther own and
frequently to thewr great discomfort Jow though government 18
beyond 4 doubt a sart of compact st would seem that those who pre-
scribe it cond under a natural obl t It the nghts
of the whole 1 men when a little better than common were any
thing bke pe fect wi might hope to see power lodged with salety in
the bapds of a reasonable portion of the enl ghtened wathout anv
danger of 1ts abuse  But the exvent
th

ha

ue true than that
tw u wi umte m opinsons 1 opposition to a bundeed
fools but nothing 1s more certam than that if Placed m situations to
control all the mterests of thewr less mited neighbors the chance 1
that fifteen or sixteen of them would pervert theur philosophy to

selfishness  This was at least our political ereed and we therefore
admitted 2 vast majonty of the communit

y toarnght of voting  Since
the hour of the Revolution the hatats opmons laws and Isnuy sy
prouples of the Amencans are gettng daly ta be move democratie
We are perfectly aware that while the votes of a few thousand scap




als can make p,
prospem) OF pohicy of the Country thesr dJsaﬂ'ecnon atbemg excludeq
1 e Ot mean to g5y that the
St Countres be extended to, far 1 only wmsh
to shoy, YOu that 4y not here

The theory of representatxon of Propert, 5335 that the man wko
SPose o oney of him Who hag more \pp
what say €Derience and commgy, Sense? Iy s the map Who has smyeh

Is tnf]

1

n which Power 15 the excluspy e Property of the

eIy nch ang beyond a1 doubt the 8overnment of the norld whyep
Compareq with g means 14 mﬁmtel; the most Spanng of yg Tesourees
that 1 which they wh, enact the laws ape compelled t, consult the
Wishes of those who have the least ¢4 bestor It 15 1dte tosay that a5
enlargeq and hibery) Poliey Boverns the Measures of the one ang that
the othey 18 renonmeq fora 210w fegs which hag lesseneqd s nfluence

aj S pr 20t nor cyp,
who are With the glitter of things M2y choose o say byt g
am tborougb!y COnvingeq from observatxon that the advce of
those who Wwere nfluenceq by what ;g called 5 hberal policy hag been
followeq n our country o shoulq €N a poorep and conse.
Quently » less iMportans and Jess happy People thyy atpresent The
relationg between Politicay becmhty and whap called polyye)
prodxgahty are uonder[ull_y ntimate

€ find th, * Bovernmen, IS cheaper 3pq €Yen stronger for
bemgpopular There 15 no doype that the Jealousy of those who by e

a Conomy
€ Saved by blddmg highey for tajeny Welay o claims ¢ Perfection
Ut we do 55 that more good IS attameq n ths Manner thyp nan

other Which g Clised cIsenbcrc Welooy, at the Aggregate of advan
tage ang neith nor oy hopes hay €5 3¢t been
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h the opportunities at remarkably long mtervals. So far
):;n;o&:};q“mf P:{ electwons tending to disturb society they pf;
duce an cuactly different effect A contest which ts s s00n to
repeated loses half its interest by famitanty Vastnumbers of electors
are content 1o be Jookerson tasely approachung & poll except to vote
on some question of pecubar concern The struggle s generally
whethes A or B shall enyoy the temporary honor or the inflng emolu
ment 1n dispute the community seldom bewng much the better or the
worse for the choice  People talk of the fluctuations which are neces-
sartly the consequences of a popular government  They do not under
stand nhat they say  Every other enlightened nation of the earth s
at this moment divided between great opposing prnaples whereas
here df we evcept the trfling collisions of pecuntary interests every
bods 15 of the same muind except as to the ordinary wmmatenal question
of a choice betneen men  We have settled all the formdable ponts
of policy by conceding everything that any reasonable man can ask
The only danger which exsts to the duration of our confederacy {and
that s n 12 question of a form of government but one of mere pohicy)
proceeds from the httle that 15 anstocra ~?
concentrated  ~

{

s

w1y to say that 5o far as mere conventence goes thus
sethod of election can be prachised by a hundred malliops of people
as easly as by twelve As to corruption comparatnvely speaking 1t
cannot exst Mo man can buy a state 3 county orevenatown In
3 botly contested election 1t 15 certamly sometumes practicable to
mnfluence votes enovgh to turn the scale but unless the question
mvolve the peculiar wnterests of the less { rtunate class of socety 1t
15 clear hoth pasties can bribe abke and then the evil cotrects itsel{
T the question be one ikely to umite the mterests and the Pprejudices
 the humbler classes nune times 1n ten 1t 33 both more humane and
wiser that they should prevasl  That sort of splendid and treacheroys
policy which gaves a fallacious huster to a nation by oppressing those
«ho have the most need of suppart 18 mantfestly as unwise as N1
unyust Kt violates the very panaples of 1he compact since govern
ments are not formed to acheve but to protect  Alter a sufficzent
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force has been obtamned to effect the first great objects of the assoce.
tion the governed and ot the governors are the true agents in every
act of national prospenity  Look at America What people or what
monarch 1f you will hag done half so much as we havedone compared
to our means 1 the last half century and precisely for the reaso
that the government 15 obliged to content 1tself with protection o
at the most with that assistance which i the nature of thiags
strictly requires a concentrated action

It 15 of far less importance according to our notions what the
executive of a nation 1s called than that all classes should have 3
direct nfluence on its policy Wehaveno King 1t 1s true for the word
carries with 1t to our ears an idea of expenditure but we havea head
who for the time being has a very reasonable portion of power We
are not jealous of him for we have taken good care he shall do ro
harm

Though we are glad to find that princrples which we have practised
and under which we hate prospered so long are coming more 1n fashio1
1 Europe I think Jou must do us the justice to say that we are not 2
nation much addicted to the desire of proselvting  For ourselves we
have no fears and as for other people if they make some faint 1mta
tions of our system and then fehertate themselves on their proores.
weare well content they should hase all the menit of inventors  That
1s a mserable nivalry which would make a monopoly of happiness I
thnk as a people we rather admire you most when we see you
advancing wath moderation to your object than when we hear of the
adoption of sudden and violent means  We have ever been reformers
rather than revolutiomsts  Qur own struggle for independence was
not i its aspect a revolution We contrived to give 1t all the dignih
of a war from the first blow Although our generals and soldiers might
not have been so well tramned as those thev fought aganst they were
far more humane considerate and 1 the end successful than ther
adversartes  Our own progress has been gradual It 1s not long since
a tnfling restriction evisted on the suffrage of this very State Expent
ence proved that it excluded quite as many discreet men as 1ts removal
would admit of vagabonds \ow 1t 1s the distinguishing feature of
our policy that we consider man a reasonable being and that we rather
court than avoud the struggle between ignorance and ntelligence
We find that this policy rarely fails to assure the victory of the latter
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while 1t keeps down 1ts baneful monopolies. We extended the suﬁ:l'age
to mclude everybody and while complatat 15 removed we find no
difference in the representation Asyetitis rather an improvement
Should 1t become an € 21 howerer we shall find easy and moderate
means to change it sice e are certan that a majonty will be suffi
cently sagacious to hnow their own interests You have only te
convince us that it 15 the best government and we wll become an
absolute monarchy temorrow It s wanderful how prone we are to
adopt that which expectation mnduces us to think will be expedient
and to reject that which expenence teaches usis bad It must be con
fessed that sofar all our experiments have been 1n favor of democ
racy  Ivery well know that you in Europe prophesy that our career
will end 1n monarchy  To be candid your prophecies excite but httle
feeling here since we have taken up the opmion you don t very well
understand the subject  But should 1t prove true 4 la bonne heure
when we find that form of government best depend on ¢ we shall
not hesitate to adopt 1t You are at perfect liberty 1f you will to
establich a Journal i fa or of despotism under the windows of the
Captol Iwill not promsse you much patronage at first neitherdo 1
think 3 ou will be troubled with much sertous apposition - Atallevents
there 1s nothing in the law to molest the speculation  Now look
behind you at the poll we have just left reflect on this fact and
then draw youy conclusions of our own opumon of the stability of our
mstituty ns Ve may decene ourselies but you of Europe must
extubit 2 far more accurate knowledge of the state of our country
before we shall rely on y ur crude prognostics rather than on our own
expenence
1 could scarcely assure myself that Cadwallader was not Lughing
t me during a good deal of the time he was speaking but after all
M must be confessed there 13 some common sense 1n what he sad
::;r:uv‘;:e three or four other passengers 1 the stage men of decent
e tenor among whom 1 detected certam 1nterchanges of
Queer glances though none of them appeared to think the subject of
i:i::'y engrossing interest  Provoked at theur unreasonable indiffer

theme so dehghtful as hiberty I asked one of the
e If he
dG 4 ot apprehend there would be an end to the republic should
eneral J ckson become the next President? T rather think not
ashs deliberate and somewhat lacomc answer

T Why not? he 35
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a soldier and a man of ambition My unmoved yeoman did n
care to dispute either of these qualities but he still Ppersevered L.
thinking there was not much danger since ‘he did not know anye ¢
i his neighborhood who was much disposed to help a man 1n suchaa
undertaking

It 1s provoking to find a whole nation dwelling 1n this species of
alarming secunity for no other reason than that therr vulgar and
everyday practices teach them to rely on themselves nstead of trust
Ing to the rational mferences of Philanthropic theorists who have 0
long been raching therr Ingenuity to demonstrate that a condition of
society which has delustvely endured for nearly two hundred years
has been in exsstence all that time 1n direct opposition to the legitumate
deductions of the science of government
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WILLIAM EMMONS
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICANISM!
[LmerTy AND Luxuvry INCOMPATIBLE]

Let us avord Juxury as the greatest bane to liberty Lok back to
such men s Cmonnatus Hancock Putnam Adsms Jeflerson Mads
son Monroe Jackson and that great champion of equal nghts
Jobnson the hero 2nd patnot of the west whose whole life has been
devoted to the cause of avil biberty  Come then fellow aitizens
anunate the strong and encourage the weak to march boldly en untid
ther efforts are crowned with tnumphant suceess  Recollect the
times ave sadly out of joint  Man has departed toa far from lus prim.
e state

i ever 2 time exsted 1n this country demanding the immediate
attion of the people that time 15 the present Oh then I comjure
you by the love of hiberty! by the value of true mational glony}
by the holy ashes of your fathers! by the love you bear towurd the
partaers of your holy love! by the fill affection you owe your children
whose duty yoursitis to pownt them to true happiness and Independ
tnce to remember ke causes produce hike effects

{NAVAL STRENGTH AND NaTIONAL REPUTATION)

Fellow aitzens 23 1t respects our foreign relattons our government
15 a3 much 1f not more 1 sepute than at any {ormer penod m our
bistory  Our flag 1s respected on every sea the condition of our navy
1ssuperior 10 any other time since we were a natiot our improvements
10 shypbwlding are greater than any other natton besides 2 powerful
armament afloat we have many noble shps of the Line on the stocks
that could o accasion called 1 & shost time be placed on the bosom
of the ocean to hurl their thunders an any power that dare cast a stam
on our Star-spangled Banner our naval officers generally are worthy

iFrom 4 Oration  emeeemarat
Fourth {74y 833 on B ton Co:mgnﬂ&zlj:m ‘m)fnm 94 wered
[
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of the Government and entitled to the fullest confidence of the Aren.
can people  As to our seamen no nation on earth can boast of such

Yes fellow aitizens 1t was reserved to Perry to display a brllunt
superor ty of Amenican seamanship over our then haughty foe after
the conquest of Barclley such was the ardor of Perry and hus Yankee
Tars that they formed themselves nto a battahon and tendered
therr services to Col Johnsou at the ever memorable Battle of the
Thames which followed n proud succession thus termmating i
brilhancy our western campaign covering with unfading laurels the
namesof Perry Johnson and McDonough not forgetting the renowned
mounted regiment of Kentucky Riflemen and the brave tars who had
the honor to receive e, ght hundred stands of arms belonging lo the Brtish
Army under General Proctor who made ks oun escape by flight!

[Corovzr Ricmarn MENTOR Jonvsov Porurar Hero)

When we contemplate the fearful odds of forces 1n the memorable
Battle of the Thames on the sthof October 1813 the decided victory
achieved by the mounted regiment under the command of that states
man and warnor Colonel Johnson over nearly three times his own
number of well disaiplined Brytish regulars and Indian warrors under
the command of General Proctor and the celebrated Indian Chief
Tecumseh whose band alone consisted of more than one thousand
five hundred (this body of Indians were concealed n a swamp extend
ing from the River Thames to the road) In order to bring on the
battle without eposing the whole to the first fire of the Indians the
Colonel addressed his regument as follows Fellow soldiers the hour
has armved to test our strength I must draw the first fire from the
enemy  Are there twenty that are willing to die for therr country ? 1f
0 let themadvance At that moment the regiment asone man came
forward The Colonel applauded their ardor! As twenty was all he
wanted he selected Major Suggett and nneteen others and moved
on to encounter Tecumseh and his band As they advanced they
recerved the fire of the savages and mneteen of the tnenty fell dead
on thespot leaving but one man and the Colonel to pursue the charge
At this moment the whole regiment folloned thewr brave leader who



WILLIAM EMMONS 63

had already secenved two balls n hus person but nothtng daunted he
pressed on m the thickest of the battle dealing death to all around
Al he came in contact with the mighty chief Tecumsch who at 2
distance of a few yards sawsed tus nfle and gave the Colonel another
wound the severest receved durmg thebattle Tecumseh then moved
ontodispatch hum with bus tomahawk raised when withun a few feet
Colanel Johnson rassed a pistol which he had hept concealed and dis-
charged its contents  ball and three buck shot o s breast and
lad bim dead on the spot Thus fell the greatest chiel Amenea ever
had to contend with  Fus enmuty was hike Hanmbal to the Romans
but before the unconquerable spint of a Johnsan he fell and with hum
fed the tegror of the fight  Johnson was taken from the field bleeding
and almost kfeless 1n the arms of Perry assisted by the present Secre
tary of War the then General Cass attended by Major Barry and
other brave men from Kentucky while hus brother Lt Colonel James
Johnson continued the charge untl victory was complete leaving
the field covered with dead and dying

In due time Colonel Johnson was restored although covered wath
sears recetved defending lus country and has for near thity years
served the people i the national councils and for many years he com
batted alone agamst fearful odds on the importance of abolishing
mpnsonment for debt until he carried hus tall n trumph through the
Senatel Hs efforts have been responded to in this my natne State
by a {Fredench] Robinson and other true sons of iberty unti the fou)
stain has been removed which so long cantinued at the expense of
violating the chartered r ghts of man and giving you additional cause
s day to rejoicel

‘The next wroad on the people s hiberties he found to attack was
the unkoly dewign formed by a party under the name of Religion far
stopping the ma | s running on a Sunday The memonal was recerved
by a commttee ratsed and Colonel Jotinson was appointed Chairman
whase report on that occaston has not only been printed golden
{elters but 13 also engraven on the hearts of his countrymen? If we
an judge from the signs of the times a grateful people are about to
:;:':ri hum by the first office i thewr gift thus giving another evidence
e s st o o W et G

P ury Benton Cass Johnson Stevenson and

1 Uy prased report see p ges 374 285 )
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of the Government and entitled to the fullest confidence of the Amen-
can people  As to our seamen no nation on earth can boast of sch

blood 1n defense of therr country s honor

Yes fellow citizens 1t was reserved to Perry to display a brlbn.t
Superior ty of American seamanship over our then haughty foe after
the conquest of Barekley such was the ardor of Perry and his Yankes
Tars that they formed themsely €s mto a battalion and tendersd
therr services to Col Johnson at the ever memorable Battle of the
Thames which followeq in proud succession thys termmnating 1
brilancy our western CAmpaign covening with unfading laurels the
names of Perry Johnson and McDorough not forgetting the renowned
mounted regiment of Kentueky Ruflemen and the brave tars who had
the honor to recery e esght hundred stands of arms belonging to the British
Army under General Proctor who made his oun escape by flyght!

[CoronEL Riciarp MEeNTOR Jomnsow Porurar Hero]
When we contemplate the fearful odds of forces in the memorable
Battle of the Thames on the 5th of October 1813 the decrded victory
achieved by the mounted regunent under the command of that states-
man and warrior Colone] Johnson over nearly three times his own
number of well disciplined British regulars and Induan warnors under

recenved the fire of the savages and nineteen of the tnenty fell dead
on the spot leaving but one man and the Colonel to pursue the charge
At this moment the whole regument followed their brave leader who
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1 time peroutted Iwould pouwnt out the dark work that s now going
on 1n Europe and satisly all thinking and reasonable men that our
own land 1s swarming with their enussanes acting under the mandates
of thesr impenal masters  Look then to your country feazh jour
<hild en for that country alone bo live — for 115 defense fo dre!
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a Forsayth are to be found to rally around our mnstitutions and gutrd
them against consiructive povers Well indeed 1t 15 for us as a peo,
that among all the Varlous parties each can furnish talent of the fost

even when theirs will be as dust forgot  Yea like the baseless fabne
of a vision and leave not a wreck behind

I have recently discovered a new comn which meets witha rapid sale
10 varous parts of the aty inscribed my experument of nearo ¢
cent value which brings from two to three cents each The vendors
of this comn may well boast of General Jackson s experiment and well
may they go the whole hogl and ery down with the Bank I
have no doubt 1t 15 the reverence due the General for hus nodle expens
ment that has induced them to engrave his likeness on brass which
enhances the valye of their con  As to credit honest men can obtain
and none others are entitled to recewve 1t Respecting commerce
look to the TeceIpts of customs or cast your eye on the ocean, and
bebold 1t whitened with canvas displayed at their masts 15 the Stars
and Smpesproudlyunfuxled tothe breeze! Look then feliow catizens
to your own resources and you will find them abundant Guard your
own altars call up the noble spunt of defense look to your bulwark
i the hour of danger R ber that a well regulated mulitza 13 the
only sure panoply of defense in times of pertl  See to 1t then let 1t
fire your souls with the glonous spint of your ancestors awake the
dormant suppressed op1mions of your countrymen and organize anew
the bulwark of your nation s glory and defense  Let 1t be so Lept up
as that alf elasses shall bear equally its burdens Ve cannot expect
to enjoy our republican mnstitutions if we asa people divest ourselves
of the means to perpetuate them,
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of thewr impenial masters  Look then to your country feach your
children for thas country olone fo five — for 1is defense to dref
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a Forsayth are ta be found to rally around our institutions and guad
them against constructipe powers Well indeed 1t 15 for us asa peop!
that among all the various parties each can furmsh talent of the it
order whose aim should be to watch and ferret out abuses in orderto
advance the general Prospenty of the nation

[TriBUTE T0 PrESwENT Jackson)

Fellow citizens unless I turn traitor to the honest conviction of v
ownmind I must publicly declare even if I stand alone fhat ] bdire
the Presudent of the Unyted States to0 be o persecuted man of the same
lime acknovledge that he has rendered thus nation more real benefit thin
any of ks predecessors since the days of Washington Yes and the
glory and renown that will be awarded him 1n after time —yea a2d
by those who now revile im — wall endure and 1ncrease 1n splendor
even when theurs will be as dust forgot  Yea like the baseless fabrc
of a vision and leave not a wreck behind

Ihave recently discovered a new coin which meets with a rapid sale

n vanous parts of the aty mscnbed my experiment  of near one
cent value which brings from two to three cents each  The vendors
of this comn may well boast of General Jackson s experiment and well
may they go the whole hog! and cry down with the Bank I
have no doubt 1t 15 the reverence due the General for his noble expen
ment that has induced them to engrave his likeness on brass which
enhances the value of their coin  As to credit honest men can obtan
and none others are entitled to recene 1t Respecting commerce
look to the receipts of customs or cast your eye on the ocean and
behold 1t whitened with canvas displayed at their masts 1s the Stars
and Stripes Pproudly unfurled to the breeze] Look then fellow aitizens
to your ows resources and you will find them abundant Guard your
own altars call up the noble spint of defense Jook to your bulwark
m the hour of danger Remember that a well regulated militza 15 the
only sure panoply of defense 1n times of penl  Seetoit then Jetat
fire your souls with the glorious spint of your ancestors awake the
dormant suppressed opinsons of your countrymen and organize anew
the bulwark of your nation s glory and defense  Let 1t be so kept up
as that oll classes shall bear equally 1ts burdens Ve cannot expect
to enjoy our republican institutions if we as a people divest ourselves
of the means to perpetuate them,
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1 e permitted I would pomt out the dark wotk that s now gowng
on 1t Europe and satisfy all thinking and reasonable men that our
ownland 1s swarming with their emussanes acting under the mandates
of thex smpenal masters Look then to your country feach jou
¢hild en for that counlry alone lo lice — for uis defense to duet



64 socraL THEORIES Op JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

a Fi orsayth are to be found to rally around our mnstitutions and g
them against consiruchive pouers Well indeed 1t 15 for ysasa people
that among all the VArious parties each can furmish talent of the £,

[TriBUTE 10 PrEstDENT JAcksow]
Fellow citizeng unless T turn traitor to the honest conviction of oy

by those who now revile him — will endyre and increase in splendor
even when theirs will be as dust forgot ~ Vea like the baseless fabne
of a vision ang leave not a wreck behind

Ihave recently discovered 4 nen con which meets with a rapd sale
1D various parts of the aty inscribed my experiment  of near one

and none others are entitled to receive 1t Respecting commerce
look to the TeceIpts of customs or cast your eye on the ocean and
behold 1t whiteneq with canvas displayed at their masts ts the Stars
and Stripes proudly unfurled to the breeze! Look then fellow citizens
10 your own resources and you wll find them abundant  Guard your
own altars call up the noble spint of defense look to your bulwark
1n the hour of danger Remember that a well regulated militia 15 the

dormant Suppressed opinrons of your counirymen and orgamize anew
the bulwark of your natton s glory and defense Let 1t be so kept up
as that oll elasses shall bear equally its burdens Ve @nnot expect
to enjoy our republican mstitutions if we as a people diest ourselves
of the means to Pperpetuate them,
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L ke tretched to include objects and
! T ammont
and which consequentty . ate
saverignites

’erix:aposmon 2§ the Ban\. was recommended by the Secretary of
the Treasary on the ground that such an institution would be  of
primary 1mp ¢ 10 the prosp d of the finznces
and of the greatest utility in the operations connected with the support
ofpubliceredt  Thisscheme then asnow was opposed on vanious
grounds but the constitutional objection constituted then as it does
at the present day the man reason of the uncompromising and
wvmcible hostility of the Democracy to the measure  They considered
1t 3 the exerase of a very ymportant power which had never been
goen by the States ot the people to the General Gosernment and
which the General Government could not therefore exercise without
bewg guity of usurpation  Those who contended that the Govemn
ment possessed the power effected ther smmediate object but the
controversy still evists And st 1s of no consequence to teil the Democ
racy that1t 1s now established by vanous precedents and by deaisions
of the Supreme Court that this power ss farly inaidental to certan
ather pawers expresly graated for this 12 anly telling them that the
adsocates of free construction have at times had the ascendaney 1n
the Executne and Legslative and at all times in the Judicnny
Department of the Government The Bank question stands now on
precisely the same footing that it ongnally did 1t 1 now asit wasat
Erst 2 matter of cantro ersy between the two great parties of thig
country between paxt s as opposite as day and mght between parties
which contend one for the consobdation and enlargement of the
povwers of the General Go ernment and the other for stnctly limiting
that Go erame t to the objects for which st was mstituted and to
the exercise of the means with which it was entrusted  The one patty
30 rapopular go ernment the other for an anstocracy  The one
party is composed 1n a great measure of the farmers mechames
labo ers and other producers of the rmddling and lower classes accord
g to the common gradation by the scale of wealth and the other of
‘h:x 'z:f\:::‘sm:he nch the provd the privileged of those who i
our deees Tords ::e converted winto an anstocracy would become
rquises and baronets  The question 1s stil) dis
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WILLIAM LEGGETT
DEMOCRATIC EDITORIALS
THE DIVISION OF PARTIES

INCE THE ORGANTZATION of the Government of the United
States the people of this country have been divided mto two
great parties One of these parties has undergone vanous

changes of name the other has continued steadfast altke to its appe!
lation and to1ts principles and 15 now as 1t was at first the Democracy
Both parties have ever contended for the same opposite ends which
ongmally caused the division whatever may have been at different
times the particular means which furmshed the immediate subject of
dispute  The great object of the struggles of the Democracy has been
to confine the action of the General Government within the hmits
marhed out in the Constitution the great object of the party opposed
to the Democracy has ever been to overleap those boundanes and give
to the General Government greater powers and a wider field for their
exerase The doctrine of the one party 1s that all power not expressly
and clearly delegated to the General Government remains with the
States and with the people the doctnine of the other party s that the
vigor and efficacy of the General Gosernment should be strengthened
by a free construction of its powers The one party sees danger from
the encroachments of the General Government the other affects to
see danger from the encroachments of the States

This ongmal Line of separation between the two great pohucal
parties of the Republic though 1t existed under the old Confederation
and was distinctly marked 1n the controversy which preceded the
formation and adoption of the present Constitution was greatly
widened and strengthened by the project of a \ationa} Bank brought
fornard in 1791 This was the first great question which occurred
under the new Constitution to test whether the provisions of that
instrument were to be interpreted according to theie strict and Literal

fhew York Esen pPost N embery 1854 —T t complete )
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d
meanng ot whether they might be stretched to mclude objects an
PW:xsgwhdx had never been delepated to the General Govtmmﬂ::
and which consequently stil resided with the States as separa
ignties
so\;\: inmposmon of the Bank was recommended by the Secretary o;
\he Treasury on the ground that such an institution would be o
primary to the prosp 4 of the finances
and of the greatest utility 1n the operations connected with the support
of publiccredit  This scheme then asnow was opposed on vanous
grounds but the constitutional objectian constituted then as st does
at the present day the mam reason of the uncompromsing and
mvincible hostility of the Democracy to the measure They conuidered
1t a5 the exerase of a \ery important power which had never been
gnen by the States or the people to the General Government and
which the General Government could not therefore exerase without
beng guilty of wsurpation  Those who contended that the Govern
ment possessed the power effected thewr ummediate object but the
controsersy stll exsts And 1t 18 of no consequence ta tell the Democ
raty that it 15 now estabhshed by vanous precedents and by deasions
of the Supreme Court that this power 15 fanly mnadental to certan
other powers expressly granted for this 15 only telhng them that the
advocates of free construction have at tumes bad the ascendancy 1
the Execntt ¢ and Lepslatie and at all tmes 1n the Judiowry
Department of the Government The Bank question stands now on
preasely the same footing that it ongnally did 1t 18 now as it wasat
first 2 matter of controrersy between the two great partees of thus
country between parties as opposite as day and mght between parttes
which contend one for the ¢ nsobdaton and enlargement of the
pawers of the General Government and the other for stnctly imiting
that Gorvemment to the objects for which 1t was wmstituted and to
the exercise of the means with which 1t was entrusted The one party
s for 3 pop lar government the other for an anstocracy The one
Tarty 13 composed 1n 2 great measure of the farmers mechanics
12ba ers andathe p oducersof the mddling and lower classes aceord
18g o the common gradation by the scale of wealth 2nd the other of
“:; tGOo \52::5 :he rch the proud the prvileged of those who f
o d e htcnk \;:e con erted into an anstocracy would become
rquses and baronets  The question 1s sl dis-
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DEMOCRATIC EDITORIALS
THE DIVISION OF PARTIES!

INCE THE ORGANIZATION of the Government of the United
States the people of this country have been divided into tvo
great parties One of these parties has undergone vanous

changes of name the other has continued steadfast alike to its appeh
lation and to its principles and 15 now as 1t was at first the Democracy
Both parties have ever contended for the same opposite ends which
ongnally caused the diviston whatever may have been at different
times the particular means which furnished the immediate subject of
dispute  The great object of the struggles of the Democracy has beea
to confine the action of the General Government withmn the Imuts
matked out w the Constitution the great abject of the party opposed
to the Democracy has ever been to overleap those boundanes and gue
to the General Government greater powers and a wider field for ther
exertise  The doctrine of the one party 1s that all poner not expressly
and clearly delegated to the General Government remams with the
States and with the people the doctrine of the other party 1s that the
vigor and efficacy of the General Government should be strengthened
by a free construction of its powers  The one party sees danger from
the encroachments of the General Government the other affects to
see danger from the encroachments of the States

This ongnal hne of separation between the two great pohtical
parties of the Republic though it eusted under the old Confederation
and was distinetly marked i the controversy which preceded the
formation and adoption of the present Constitution was greatly
widened and strengthened by the project of a \ational Bank brought
forward 1n 179t This was the first great question which occurred
under the new Constitution to test whether the provisions of that
instrument were to be interpreted according to their strict and hiteral
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RICH AND POOR?

The nch percerve acknowledge ang act upon a common tnterest
and why not the Poor? Yet the moment the latter are called upon to
combure for the Preservation of they nghts forsooth the ommunty
15 danger Property 15 ng longer secure and lfe n Jeopardy  Thy
€2t has descended to Us from those times when the poor ang laboring

Bad 50 stale m the community and po nghts except such ay
they could acquire by force By the times hay e changed though the
Qnt remams the same The SCTip nobility of this Republie have
adopted towards the free Ppeople of thys Republic the same language
which the feudal barong and the despot who contesteq with them the
Power of OPpressing the People used towards the,, serfs and villarng
as they were Opprobriously called

ese would be lordlings of the Paper Dyxusly €annot or w1 not
7€ 13 some difference tn the sityagion and feelinps of
United Stage

lhepapersystem and so mych the better
t 20y map talk with them ang he
Bis own g,

ey a

and Property angq have ag Just a re m
for, g of the ST nobyyty, And why op d
e great mortty of ghe wealthy People of gy

3y say of thys country? A, they not —. W€ 52y 1t not 1y dispy

o i €I 50 my A theyr neigh
use they hve better Style nde
1n ¢
ga;;: l:ore oney gr 4¢ least mo credit thyy, therr ey 4
n

Doorer Reighborsp
e Wiser stronger o
8T or more Virtuoyg
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puted between these two parties 1t1s ever a new question and wheter
the democracy or the anstocracy shall succeed in the present struzt
the fight will be renewed whenever the defeated party shall be a1
able to muster strength enough to take the field The privilege of
self government 15 one which the people will never be permited t
enjoy unmolested Power and wealth are contmually stealing frez
the many to the few There 1s a class continually gamng groued 1
thec y who desire to polize thead ze of the Goven
ment to hedge themselves round with exclusive prvileges and elevte
themselves at the expense of the great body of the people Thest
1n our soctety are emphatically the anstocracy and these witha
such as their means of persuaston or corruption or intumdation @3
mave to act with them constitute the party which are now strugelt
agamst the democracy for the perpetuation of an odious and dangeros
moneyed mstitution
Putting out of view for the present all other objections to the
United States Banh — that 1t 1s 2 monopoly that 1t possesses ¢not
mous and overshadowing power that 1t has been most corrupth
managed and that 1t 15 1dentified with poliical leaders to whom e
people of the United States must ever be stronglv oppost‘d—'l”E
constitutional objection alone 15 an msurmountable objection to 1t
The Government of the United States 15 2 hmted sovereignty  The
powers which 1t may are expressly d 1n the Constr-
tution None not thus stated or that are not necessary and proper
to carry those which are stated into effect can be allowed to be
exercised by it The power to establish a bank 15 not expressly gned
neither 151t inaidental since 1t cannot be shown to be necessary 0
carry the powers which are given or any of them 1nto effect That
power cannot therefore be d without t fing the constt
tutional imuts
This 15 the democrafic argument stated in 1ts briefest form  The
arssfocratic argument 1 favor of the power 1s founded on the dangerous
heresy that the Constitution says one thing and means another
That necessary does not mean necessary but simply convensent By
2 mode of reasoning not looser than this 1t would be easy to prove that
our Government ought to be changed into 2 monarchy Henry Clay
crowned hing and the opposition members of the Senate made peers
of the realm and power place and perquisites given to them and
their heirs forever
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mon effort 1n ane common csuse without rousing the cry of d"““ﬁ'
to the nghts of person and property Isnotthisa gc\’cmm::!(u ﬂ\e
people founded on the nights of the people and institut ;r e
express object of guarding them against the encroachments an usur!
pations of power? And if they are not permitted the possession o
common interest the exercise of a commen feehng 1f they cannot
combune to resist by ] means these enc to
what purpase were they declared free 1o exercise the nght of suffrage
1 the choice of rulers and the making of laws?

And what we ash 15 the power agamst which the people not only
of thus country but of almost all Eurppe are called upon to array them
sehes and the encroachment on their nights they are summoned to
resist? It not emph 1y the power of poly and the encroach
ments of corporate prvileges of every ind which the cupidity of the
rich engenders to the injury of the poor?

It was to guard agamnst the encroachments of poner the 1nsanate

mbit on of wealth that this government was nstituted by the people
themselves  But the objects which eall for the pecuhar jealousy and
watchfulness of the people are not now what they once were  The
cautions of the early wnters in favor of the hiberties of mankind have
0 some measure becomne cbsolete and mapphicable  We are menaced
by our old enemies a -arice and ambition under a new name and form
The tyrant 15 changed from a steel-clad feudal baron or a mnor despot
at the head of thousands of ruffian followers to 2 mighty awil gentle
man who comes mincing and bowing to the people with a quill behind
s ear at the head of countless mullions of magmificent promses He
Promuses to make e erybody rich he promuses to pave aties mith
gld and be promses to pay  In short he 1 made up of promises
He will do wonders such as never were seen or heard of provided the
people will only allow him to make b promuses equal to sihver and
golda d human labor and grant hum the exclusive benefits of all the
great blessings he intends to confer on them  He 1s the sly selfish
grasping and 1nsatiable tyrant the people are now ta guard against
Acnoent ted money pouer a usurper in the disgusse of a benefactor
@ agent exe cisng p avileges which his pnneipal never possessed an
tmpostor who while he affects to wear cha ns 1s placed above th
who are free a chartered libertine that pretends to bhe manacled q:ls:
that be may the m re safely pick ur pockets and Jord 1t over our
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better because he has a French cook and a box at the opera? Or does
he grow more Jearned logical and profound by intense study of the
daybook. ledger bills of exchange bank promuses and notes of hand?

Of all the countries on the face of the earth ar that ever eusted o1
the face of the earth this 15 the one where the claums of wealth and
anstocracy are the most unfounded absurd and ndiculous With
no claim to hereditary distinctions with no exclusive nghts except
what they dernve from monopolies and no power of perpetuating their
estates 1n thewr postenity the assumption of anstocratic airs and
claims 1s supremelv ndiculous  Tomorrow they themselves may be
beggars for aught they hnow or at all events their children mav
become so  Their postenity n the second generation will have to
begwn the world agamn and work for a living as did their forefathers.
And yet the moment a man becomes nich among us he sets up for
wisdom he despises the poor and ignorant he sets up for patnotism
he 15 your only man who has a stake in the commumty and therefore
the only one who ought to have a voice 1n the state  What folly 1
this? And how ptible his [ ption? He 15 not a whit
wiser better or more patriotic than when he commenced the world
awagon dmver Nay not half so patniotie for he would see s countrs
disgraced a thousand times rather than see ane fall of the stocks
unless perhaps he had been speculating on such a contngency  To
hum a victory 1s only of consequence as 1t rases and a defeat onl to
be lamented as 1t depresses a loan  Hs soul 1s wrapped up ma cef
uficate of serip or a bank note Vitness the conduct of these pure
patriots during the late war when they at least a large proportion of
them not only withheld all their support from the Government but
used all their influence to prevent others from giving thetr assistance
Yet these are the people who alone have a stake in the community
and of course exclusively monopolize patnotism

But let us ash what and where 1s the danger of a combination of the
laboring classes in vindication of their politcal prinaiples or n defense
of thetr menaced nghts? Have they not the right to act in concert
when their opponents act in concert? Nay ts 1t not their bounden
duty to combine against the only enems they have to fearasyetin
this free country monopoly and a great paper system that gnnds
them to the dust? Truly thisis strange repubhican doctnine and this
1s & strange republican country where men cannot umte 1n one com
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to the nghts of Pperson and Property s not thys A government of the
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nghts  This 1s the enemy we are now to encounter and overcoze
before we can expect to enjoy the substantial realities of freedom,

OBJECTS OF THE EVENING POST*

Those who only read the declamations of the opponents of tke
equal righis of the People may be induced to believe that this paper
advocates prmaples at war with the very existence of soctal nghts
and social order  But what have we ashed 1n the name of the peop'e
that such an interested clamor should be raised agamst them and us®
What have we done or sud that we should be denounced as meea
dianes striking at the very roots of soctety and teaning down the
edifice of property? It may be useful to recapitulate what we have
already done 1n order that those who please may judge whether or
not we deserve these reproaches from any but the enemes of the equal
nights of person and property

In the fist place 1n designating the true functions of a good gorvern
ment we placed the protection of property among 1its first and prinapal
duties  We referred to 1t as one of the great objects for the attamment
of which all governments were ongmally instituted  Does this savor
of hostility to the nights of property ?

In the second place we mamntaned that all grants of monopolies
or exclusie or partial privileges to any man or body of men wmparred
the equal rights of the Ppeople and was 1n direct violation of the first
principle of a free government  Does 3t savor of hostility to the rghts
of property to maintamn that all property has equal nghts and that
exclusive privileges granted to one class of men or one speaes of
property impair the equal nghts of all the others?

As a deduction from these prinaiples we draw the conclusion tht
charters conferning partual or exclusne monopalies on small fractions
of society are infringements on the general nights of society and there-
fore that the system ought to be abandoned as soon as possible as
utterly at war with the rights of the people at large It 1s here that
the shoe pinches and kere the clamor agamnst us will be found to
ongnate  Th ds and tens of th, ds of influential individuals
at the bar on the bench 1n our legislative bodies and everywhere
are deeply interested 1n the continuance of these abuses Lawmalers
law ders and law have invested erther thewr mones

{134 January 3 1835 — Text complete ]
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or thewr credst 18 corporations of every kind and s ot nf) be wton
ered at Abat they shovld cxy sut 5%;‘““:1“ abs:mdonmml olasystem
ce they denve such exorbitant gun:

h‘;‘;’e“;:naccusz of wiolating vested nghts when we ’";k tn the name
of the people that no more be created and that all those possessing
\be means and the tnclination may be admutted under general regu
lations to a participation tn the privieges which hitherto have been
only enjoyed through the caprice the favor the policy er the corrup-
iom of legslative bodies  We mever even Tunted at touching those
vested nghts untid the perod to whuch they had been extended by
taw had evpired and tall 18 could be done without 2 violation of legus-
Tainefath e defy any man 1o point ot 1n any of our arguments
on this subject a single 1de2 or sentence that will sustain the charge
of hostihity to actually vested nghts  Our opposition was prospective
not retroactive 1t was not to present but to future vested nghts

Tn attacking 2 course of policy wn the futute do we make wac an
thepast? In pasting out what we believe errors 1a former legulation
and recommending therr abandonment 1 future do we violate any
nght of property or recommend any breach of public fanth? Or 1
advocating the equal nghts of all do w2 impar the conshitutional
nights of any® It Tght be well for the clamorous few who assail our
prneples and our motnes with opprobrious epithets which though
they do not understand their purport themselves they mean should
convey the rost dishonorshle inputations —~ 1t mught be well for
them to answer these questions before they resott to rating

One of the greatest supports of an erroneous system of Tegulation
15 the very evil 1t produces  When 1t 18 proposed to reredy the mis-
chiel by adopting a new system every abuse which has been the
result of the old one becomes an obstacle to reformations Eners
politiesl change however salutary must be tnjunous to the nterests
of some and 1t will be found that those who profit by abuses are
always more dlamorous § 1 therr continyance than thase who are only
opposing them from motnes of justice or patriotis:

m are for thar
abandonroent  Suchis precsely the state of the questy
et Guestion of monopoly
Under the abuses of the ngh
ght to grant exclusive pnvil to th
few whuch 13 2, constructive of ot a usw d Stand o
centrated terest and inBug i s e e 2

ence has grown up among us which will
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nghts  This 1s the enemy we are now to encounter and overcome
before we can expect to enjoy the substantial realities of freedom.

OBJECTS OF THE EVENIAG POST?

Those who only read the declamations of the opponents of the
equal rights of the people may be mduced to beheve that ths paper
advocates principles at war with the very existence of socul nghs
and social order  But what have we asked 1n the name of the people
that such an interested clamor should be rased agawnst them and v’
What have we done or said that we should be denounced as rer
dianes striking at the very roots of society and teanng down tt
edifice of property? It may be useful to recapitulate what we have
already done 1n order that those who please may judge whether er
not we deser\ e these reproaches from any but the enemues of the equl
nights of person and property

In the first place n designating the true functions of a good govern
ment we placed the protection of property amon, g 1ts first and princpal
duties  Wereferred to 1t as one of the great objects for the attamme t
of which all governments were ongmally mstituted  Does this savo
of hostility to the nights of property ?

In the second place we mamtamed that all grants of monopolies
or exclusive or partial privileges to any man or body of men mparred
the equal nights of the people and was 1n direct violation of the firs
principle of a free government  Does 1t savor of hostility to the nghs
of property to mamtamn that all property has equal nghts and that
exclusive privileges granted to one class of men or one species of
property impair the equal nights of all the others?

As a deduction from these prninciples we draw the conclusion that
charters confernng partial or exclusive monopolies on small fractions
of soctety are infringements on the general rights of society and there
fore that the system ought to be abandoned as soon as possible as
utterly at war with the nghts of the people at large It 1s here that
the shoe pinches and here the clamor against us will be found to
onginate Th ds and tens of th ds of infl; ! indivaduals
at the bar on the bench 1n our legislatine bodies and everywhere
are deeply interested in the continuance of these abuses Lawmakers
law expounders and law executors have invested exther their mones

[fhid January 3 1835 — Text compl te ]
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heaven does 1ts T30S shower its favors alike on the tngh and the low
the rich and the poor 1t would be 2n unquahified blessing

This 15 the langu2ge of out enerated Presdent and the passage
deserves to be wntten in letters of gold for neithel
ment ot beauty of expression 631 1t be surpassed Ve choose 1t a8 0UT

text for a few remarhs on the tru€ functions of g0 emmen

The tundamental prnaiple of all governments 1S the p

\3
rotection of
person and property from domestic and foreign enemics 10 other
words to defend the weah agunst the strong  BY establishing the
socal feclng 1 2 community 1 W3S mtended to coanteract that
selfish feeling which n 1ts proper exercise 15 the parent of all worldly
goodand mits excesses theroot ofaltevit The {unctions of gover
ment when confined 10 their proper sphere of action are therefore
restocted to the making of generallozs wriform and univ ersal i thew
operation for these purposes and for no other
Governmentsha eno nghtto interfere with the pursuils of mdid
wals as g\mameed by those general laws by offering encouragements
and granting privileges toany particulat class of industry o1any select
Yodies of men snasmuch as all lasses of wndustry and all men are
equally important o the general welfare and equally entitled to
protection
Whenever 2 g0 enment assumes the power of diserimenating
between the different dlasses of the community 1t becomes 17 effect
the arbuter of their pr spe 1ty and exeraises a power not conternplated
by an wnteligent people n delegating their sovereignty to their rulers
1t then becomes the great regulator of the profits of every species of
sndustry and reduces mes from a dependence on their own exertions
10 a dependence on the caprices of their government Governments
< no delegated nght to t mper with individual mdustry 2 sngle
e § breadth bey nd what1s essentual to protect the nghts of person
and prope ty
Tn the exercise | this poner of intermeddling wtl
pursmts and \ndividual occup 1 s of the aitizen ga go:er':‘r;eg?:;e
at pleasure elevate one lass and depress another it may on d ;
legislate ¢ dusi ely for the farmer the next for the mec{nn < a{i
the thurd for the m nufacturer who 2l thus become the me oo
ol‘\eg\s\at ve cobbling and tnkenng mstead of mdcpendzr;p:?:::
reluing on their OWR  esources for thew prosper ty It assumes the
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undoubtedly be seriously affected 1n 1ts monopoly of gun from that
source by the discontinuance of their chartered privileges when they
shall expire by thewr own hmitation  The admussion of all others
having the means and the inchnation to associate for similar purposes
by destroying the monopoly at one blow will 1n all probability diminish
the prospect of future gams and these will be still further curtailed
by at first restricting banks 1n their 1ssues of small notes and m the
amount of notes they are permitted to put into airculation and findh
by repealing the restraming law and throwing banking open to the
free competition of the whole community  These mav prove senows
ewils to the parties concerned but 1t 1s 2 poor argument to say thats
bad system should be persevered in lest a small minonity of the com
munitv should suffer some future mconvemence The magnitude of
the evils produced by an erroneous system of leguslation far from
bemng a arcumstance i favor of 1ts continuance or ncrease 13 the
strongest argument 1n the world for 1ts being abandoned as soon as
possible  Every reformation may 1 this way be arrested under the
pretense that the evils 1t will cause are greater than those 1t will cure.
On the same principle the drawing of a tooth might be opposed on the
ground that the pain 15 worse than that of the toothache heeping ost
of sight the fact that the one 1s a lasting and increasing the other s
momentary evil

It 1s the nature of political abuses to be alw ays on the increase unless
arrested by the virtue intelligence and firmness of the people I
not corrected 1n time they grow up ntoa gigantic vigor and notorety
which at length enables them to wrestle successfully with the peop'e
and overthrow them and their nghts The possessors of monopolies
and exclustve pnivileges which form the essence of every bad govern
ment pervert a long perseserance in the wrong into a political nght
abuses grow venerable by time usurpation matures into proscription
distinctions become hereditary and what cannot be defended by rea
son 1s mawntained on the ground that a long continuance of wrongs
and a long possesston of nights are equally sacred

TRUE FUNCTIONS OF GOV ERNMENT
There are no necessary evils in Government  Its evils exist only
1n its abuses  If 1t would confine 1tself to equal protection and as

lIbid No ember 21 1834 — Text complete |
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heaven does its Tains shower its favors ahike on the tugh and the low

the nch and the poot 1t would be an unqualified blessing

This 15 the language of our venerated Presdent and the passage

deserves to be wnitten 18 fetters of gold for nerther 10 truth of sents

‘ment or beauty of expression €an 1t be surpassed 1\ e choose 1t 850Ut

text for a few remarks on the true functions of government
The fundamental prnciple of all governments 1S the prot

ection of
person and property from domestic and foreign enermies in other
words to defend the weak aguinst the strong By establishing the
socual feehng 10 2 community 1t was intended to cosnteract that
selfish feeling whuch w MS proper exercise 1 \he parent of all worldly
goodand matse cesses the root ofallevit The {functions of govern

ment when confined to thew proper sphere of action are thercfore
sestnicted to the makang of general laws umform and univ ersaln thew
¢ - e

 for no other

and granting privileges to any patlic sl ve t
bod es of men nasmuch as all classes of industry and all men are
equally important to the general welfare and equally entitled to
protect on

Whenever a govermiment 2ssumes the power of discnminaling
between the different classes of the community 1t becomes n effect
the arbiter of their prosper ty and exercises a power not contemplated
by an mtelligent people in delegating their sovereignty to their rulers
Tt then becomes the great regulator of the profits of every species of
industry and reduces mep from a dependence on their own exertions
1o 3 dependence on the caprices of thewr government  Govemments
l‘:ssess no delegated nght 1o tamper with individual industry a single
ml; ; :)o ;:it;x beyo d what 1s essental to protect the nghts of person
n the e erose of this power of mtermeddhing wt
pursuits and ndiidual occupations of the atizen ga g;\‘rlerl:\x:eg?:r
at pleasure elevate one class and depress another 1t may on dny
legislate exclusively for the farmer the next for the medym "
the thurd for the manufacturer who all th e and

us become the mes
of legulat ve cobbling and tinkenng mstead of mdtpende:\:tp::)ls:ri

relymng on the r own resources for thewr prospenity It assumes the



and overthrow them and therr righys The possessors of monapolies
and exclusn e Prvileges whch form the essence of every bad govern
ment pervert a long perses, erance 1n the wrong into a pohitical nght
abuses grow venerable by tyme usurpation matures 1nto Pproscription
distinctions become hercdnmr) and what cannot be defended by res
Son 1s mamtamned on the ground that 5 long continuance of wrongs
and a long Possession of nights are equally sacred

TRUE FUncrIon S OF GOI ERA VENT

There are no necessary evils 1 Government Its evils exist only
mnats abuses  If 1p woylq confine sself 10 equal protection and as

HIbd November 31 1834 — Text omplete |
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functions which belong alone to an overruling Providence and afiects
to become the unryersal dispenser of good and evil

This power of regulating of increasing or diminishing the profits of
labor and the valye of property of all kinds and degrees by direct

legislating on their private affaus  The selfish feehng has been so
strongly called 1nto action by this abuse of authonty as almost to
overpowner the socal feeling which 1t should be the object of a good
government to foster by €very means in 1ts power

No nation knowngly and voluntanly with its eyes open ever
delegated to it government this enormous power which places at 1ts
disposal the property the industry and the fruits of the industry of
the whole people As a general rule the prosperity of rational men
depends on themselves Their talents and their virtues shape ther
fortunes They are therefore the best judges of their own affarrs and
should be permutted to seek their own happiness in their own way

weak and vaailating pary
same degree of tmpartiality  One child becomes a favonite because he
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o may be elected to the hughest executive or Jegustatine trust
:::g:nost htzexal and eahightened divine 15 excluded In our ;1::0 o}i
{he subject nesther of them should be prosenbed  They shou dd ;
be left o stand on the broad basis of equal palitical nghts and the
intelh ence and virtue of the people should be trusted to make a
selection from an unbounded field  This1s the true democratic theory
but thus 15 a subject apart from that which 1t 13 our present purpose to
consider
No one can pay the most cursory attention to the state of religon
in the Umted States without beng satisfied that its true interests
Tase been greatly promoted by divoreing 1t from all connection with
political affars 1n no otber country of the world are the institutions
of religian so geaerally respected and 1n no othes is so large a propor
tion of the population mcluded among the communicants of the differ
ent Chnistian churches The number of Christian churches or con
gregations 1n the Umited States 18 estimated in a carefully prepared
article of religious statistics 1n the Amerscan Almanac of the present
year at upwards of sixteen thousand and the number of communicants
at nearly two milhons or one-tenth of the entire population  In this
aty alone the number of churches 1s ope hundred and Bty and thewr
aggregate capacity 1S nearly equal to the accommodation of the
whole number of inhat Itisimp le to ¢ from any
data within our reach the amount of the sum annualfy paid by the
Amenican people of thewr own free will for the support of the munstry
and the vanous expenses of thewr relinous mstitutions but 1t will
readily be admutted that it must be enormous  These then are the
auspicsous results of perfect free trade 1n sebigion —of leaving 1t to
manage 115 WD CORCEINS 1 NS own way without government pro-
tection regulation or interference of any kind or degree whatever
Theonly mstance of wtermeddling on the part of the il authonties
with matters which being of a religious character propesly belong to
the rel gous g des of the peaple 15 the proclamation which 1t 15 the
custom for the Governor of each State annually to 1ssue appointing
2 day of general thanksgving or 3 day of general fasting and prayer
Ve regret that even ths swgle exception should exist ta that tule of
enlure separation of the affaus of state from those of the church the
:‘fﬁm& of which 1 all other respects has been followed by the
Piest results 12 15 to the source of the proclamation not to its
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of industry or any particular body of men nights or privileges £
equally enjoyed by the great aggregate of the body politic.

Time will remedy the departures which have already been me
from this sound republican system if the people but jealously watch
and indignantly frown on any future attempts to invade therr equl
nights or appropriate to the few what belongs to all alke To quoe
1n conclusion the language of the great man with whose admurable
sentunent we commenced these remarks 1t 1s time to pause m oo
career — if we cannot at once 1n Justice to the interests vested uater
improvident legislation make our government what 1t ought to be
We can at least take a stand against all new grants of monopolies ard
exclusive privileges and aganst any prostitution of our Government
to the advancement of the few at the expense of the many

THANKSGIVING DAY’

In framing our political nstitutions the great men to whom
that important trust was confided taught by the example of other
countries the evils which result from minghng enal and ecclesiastical
affairs were particularly careful to keep them entirely distinct  Thus
the Constitution of the United States mentions the subject of rehgion
at all only to declare that no religious test shall ever be required as
a qualification to any office or public trust in the United States
The Constitution of our own state specifies that the free exerase
and enjoyment of religious professtons and worship without discnm:
nation or preference shall forever be allowed 1n this State to all
mankind  and so fearful were the framers of that instrument of the
dangers to be apprehended from a union of political and religious
concerns that they inserted a clause of positive mnterdiction agatast
mumisters of the gospel declanng them forever nehgible to any avd
or military office or place within the state In this last step we think
the jealousy of religious interference proceeded too far We see no
good reason why preachers of the gospel should be partully dis
franchised any more than preachers against 1t or any more than men
devoted to any other profession or pursuit  This curious proscriptive
article of our Constitution presents the startling anomaly that while
an mnfidel who dehvers stated Sunday lectures 1n a tavern aganst all

[Plasndealer December 3 1836 — Abndged |
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1n therr onginal characters as opposite as the poles he lapse of »
Jttle tune may reduce them to 3 perfect ™ ' 1

1 14 much more remote antiq
wny  But whatis wrong i prnaple must contuwue to be wrong to
the end of tme however sanctioned by custom. It 1n thus hght we
consider the gub 1 & of a day of thanksgiving
2nd becase 1t 1s wrong in pnnople and not because of any particular
harm which the custom has yet been the means of introdvong we
should be pleased to see 1t abrogated Ve thunl it can hardly be
doubted that 1f the duty of setting apart 8 day for a general expression
of thankiulness for the blesungs enjoyed by the commumty were
submitted wholly to the proper representatives of the different reh
gous seets they would find no difficulty 1n umning on the subject and
acting n concert tn such a manner as should grve greater salemuty
and weight to theis proceeding than can ever attach to the proclama
om of a pohincal governor stepping out of the sphere of hus constity
uonal dutes and taking upon humself te dicect the religious exercises

Uthe people  We canmot too jealously confine our pohtieal func
tionat es withan the homts of their prescribed duties W e cannot be
too careful to keep entirely separate the thinge which belong to
gavernment from those which belong to rebgion  The politieal and
the rebgious interests of the people will both flourish the mare prosper
ously for being wholly distnct  The condition of religions ® =

thus country fully proves the truth €
W wonld

object v

ASSOCIATED EFFORT®
Some days ago we observed 1n one of the newspapers 2 pata
stating that  meeting of mechanics and labarers v:spaeboutl:: beg:g:
ta this euty for the purpose of adapting measuses of concerted or com
buned action against the practice which we hase reason to believe
EUSLS 1o 2 very great extent of payig them mn the uncusrent notes
[ distant or suspected banks o such meeting bonever as far ag

{Ibd D mbe 886—Txt mplt )
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LEADING PUBLIC OPINION!

There are several public journals 18 this country which owing 1
arcurstances of position deserveand recened good deal of attention
from the ne yspaper press generally to which very hittle respect would
be due on account of any intnnsic qualities they possess

What 1s leading public opimon® Public opinon we take ta be com
posed of the opinions of indwiduals  When the sentiments of a majet
1ty of the thinking men of a communtty concur on any given subject
therr opinions ate the public opinion Any person who whether by
the mere mfluence of his character or by argument seeks to change
10:2ny extent the prevathing opinion of the views of any individual of
the preva ling number may be said 10 a certain sense o assume the
character of a leader of public opimon Every mans example 15
a greater of less degree 3 leading mfluence and 1t 1s not merely the
undoubted right but 1t 15 the imperatuve duty of a good citizen to do
a1t within the compass of his opportunities 10 1ead the public opimion
anght to lead 1t 1n the direction which he concenes will most effec
tually promote general prosperity and social order and happimess

16 this 1s the duty of a private ind sidual 1t becomes in a much

tron er pomt of 1e that of the conductor of a neyspaper press
His vocation is emphatically that of 2 public leader  Its obligations
1e very ymperfectly and ympotently discharged if he confines Tumself
to the mere drudge v { chroniching events Tt requires him to main
tam p inoples 1 vestig te measures expose the evil motives and
effects of err neo s publ ¢ conduct tear off the seil tn which soph stry

ke h

me 1

the vocats n to the loft est summt of human dignity and uselulness
4 p blic journal st anmated 1th a due sense of the oblt ations of
tus respo s ble trust and gited with the faculties intellectual and
phys cal for the adequate pe formance would well desene tobea
public leader 1n a m re extended s mfication of the phrase than that
mwhich e desite 1t should be understood  He should have a head
ool dlear and sagacious a hea t -arm and benevolent a mice sense
{ ustice an mfleuble regard for truth honesty that no temptation
Ubd ] ry B37—Ab deged)
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we can learn has yet been held  We hope 1t soon will be for the
object 15 a 8ood one and there 15 no other way of resisting the
clous and extortionate custom of employ ers Ppaymng their jourrevmen

law  Our notions of free trade were acquired n a different school
and dspose us to leave men enturely at liberty to effect a Pproper object
either by concerted or individual action The character of combiz
tions n our view depends entirely upon the ntrinsic character of
the end which ;s amed at  In thys subject under consideration the
end proposed 1s good beyond alt Possibility of question There 15
high warrant for saying that the Jaborer 15 worthy of kes hire but the

hishire he does not perform his engagement with him he filches from
the poor man a part of hus hard earned wages and 1s guilty of a miser
able fraud  Who shal say that this sneahing spectes of extortion
ought not to be Prevented? Who wl] say that separate individual
action 1s adequate to that end® There 15 no one who will make «
rash an assertion
The

wath the great instrumen of the 1ights of the poor — associated effort

mnto the field against him would cut them to pieces that bulwark 1s
the principle of combination We nould advise them to tale refuge
belund 1t only 1n extreme cases because 1n their collisions with ther
employers as in those between nations the mamfold evls of a siege
are expenenced more or less by both parties and are therefore to be
wmeurred only 1n extreme emergenctes  But the evil of being habutually
paid in a2 depreciated substitute for mane of being daily cheated out
of a portion of the just fruits of honest tod of having a shee continualh
clipped from the hard earned crust s one of great moment and 1s
worthy of such an effort as e propose
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rash an assertion
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and iptq, 3 for the Promgy,, of soung Principles ublic gover
ment or |, ther Words hcpubhco iny igh, e con
ductor of e hump, ney ¥ occuprag '€ of 2 carele of

T8er 1nfluen, e tha ore nding ntellecys Ut out from

access to the pregs and the duty ¢4 obey punclu.:") but congy, ¢/ eely
which Jeremy Bemham 1S dowp o am, for the E0Nernmeny of

se; laxm
€very good Citizen shoulg be Onsideraq especally ncumpey, upon



WILLIAM LEGGETY 8

s to this fact we are persuaded that the smmorality and heen

tiousness of party contests ate to be ascnibed  1f government were

~ & simple objects contemplated 1 the demo-

- fus

ts of

men and Ms 26t10n 10 il Casts aliry

suggestians of present expediency but the eterpal prinaiples of justice

we should find reasan to congratulate oursehes on the changen the

ymproved tone of public morals as well as i the increased prospenty
of trade.

The el gous man then as well as the political and socal morahist
should exert hus influence to bang about the auspicious reformation
“othung can be more self-evident than the d f of
special legislation It degrades politics into a mere scramble for
rewards obtamed by a violanon of the equal nghts of the people 1t
penerts the haly sentiment of patriotsm induces a fevensh andity
for sudden wealth fosters a spint of wild and dishonest speculation
withdraws industry frem 1ts accustomed channels of useful occupa
tion ds the established d between virtue and vice
honor and shame respectability and degradation pampers luxury

2and leads to intemperance dissipation and profl gacy 1n 2 thousand
forms

The temedy 1s easy It 15 to confine government within the nar
towest lmuts of necessary duties It 1s to disconnect hank and state
1t 15 to give freedom to trade and leave enterpnse competition and
2 Just pubhe sense of nght to accomplish by their nat ~al energies

m # 1 ov Iative checks and dafances has so

connects n with 1t than 1f banks did not exst it should recewve s
evenues m nothing not recogmzed as money by the Constitution and
Pay nothing else ta those employed n 1ty service  The state govern
ments should repeal their ) ws mposing restraints on the free exercise
feap tal and credut They should avend for the future all legiskation
not n the fullest aceo dance with the letter and spint of that glotious
manm of democtatic doctrine which acknowledges the equality of
man  pol tical nights  These are the easy steps by which we might
amve at the consummation 4 voutly to be wished e
The steps are easy but passton ignorance and selfishness are



asserted as gp undeniaple Proposition gy 1 1s the duty of every
mtelligeny man to he 4 Politician This 15 Particularly trye of
country the Institutions of Which admy €VEr} man o the pxeree o
equal suffrage All the duties of hfe are embraced under the three
heads of religion Politics ang morals  The aym of rehigion 15 14 g
late the conduct of p,, with reference 10 happiness 1n 5 future state

Happmess then 15 the end and aim of these three great and com
Prehensiye branches of duty ang pe ™Man perfectly discharges (+

mterests of multitudes of human beings ang every mndividual of thse
multitudes hasa direct Interest therefore 1 1ts being ordered anght

Communytyes They whe call themsel, g Politicrans having other
objects are not politicrang but demagogucs But 151t 1 ¢he nature
of things thas the sincere and single degyre to promote sych 4 systen
of Bovernment o4 would mog¢ eﬁ't.‘ctuaﬂ} Secure the preat + t
of genera] happiness candr

surh &

sio I ouses of the yenal and base
as <ALy see and pheap every conflice of the

Parties of oy country? 0 a4

mn

t
s

selfishness rapacity and cunning depeng upon them eyen more than
cardinal prneiples of polipyes>
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Tt 1s to this fact we are persuaded that the ymmorahty and licen
ousness of party contests are to be ascribed  1f gosernment were
restricted to the few and simple objects contemplated m the demo-
atic creed the mere protection of person lfe and property M 35
functions were hmuted to the mere guardunshup of the equal nghts of
men and 1ts action 1 all cases were wfiuenced not by the paltny
suggestions of present expedaency but the eternal principles of justice
we should find reason to congratulate ourselves on the change m the
wmproved tone of public morals as well as in the increased prospents
of trade

The rebgious man then as well as the political and socal moralist
should exert his influence to bring about the auspicious reformation
Nothung can be more self-evident than the d it of
speel legslation It degrades politics into a mere scramble for
tewards obtained by 2 violation of the equal nghts of the people 1t
perverts the holy sentument of patriotism mduces a fevensh avidity
for sudden wealth fosters a spint of wild and cishonest speculation

withdraws imdustry from its accustomed channels of useful occupa
ton confounds the established

between virtue and vice
honor and shame respectability and degradation pampers luvury
and Jeads to d and prof) math d
forms "

The remedy s easy It 1s 1o confine government within the nar
rowest lumuts of necessary duties Tt 1s to disconnect bank and state
1t13 1o gve freedom to trade and leare enterpnise campetition and
4 just pubkic sense of night to accomphsh by their nat ral energies
what the artificnl system of legistative checks and balances has so
sgmlly faled in accomplishing  The Federal Gosernment has nothing
10 do but to hald wself entirely aloof from bankine ~AVING N0 more
¢ mnection with 1t than f banks d d not exsst It should recewve 1ts
Tevenues i nothung not recognized as money by the Constitution and
P2y nothing else to those employed m its service  The state govern
m[em: should epeal thetr laws tmposing restraints on the free exercise
m:i\:\:;xurll) credit They sh uld avowd for the future all legslation
—re est accardance with the letter and spint of that glorioys
o Po‘men;muc doctrine which acknowledges the equality of
— mca rights  These ate the easy steps by which we mught

Ty p: Consummation devoutly to be wiched
8¢ easy but passon sgnorance and selfishness are



moter of the equal happuness of ali? The monaopolists are prostrated
by the explosion of their oy ercharged system they are wrecked by the
regurgitation of their own flood of mischief they are buried beneath
the rumns of the baseless fabric they had presumptuously reared to
such a towering height

Now 15 the time for the frends of freedom to bestir themselves.
Let us accept the mvitation of this glortous opportunity to establish
on an enduning foundation the true principles of political and economic
freedom
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MARTIN VAN BUREN
POLITICAL OPINIONS!
{A Natioxar Bank]

aat opposep fo the establishment of a National Bank 1 any
form ot under any disgwse both on constitutional grounds and
grounds of expediency  The power to create such an institution
has not been g en to Congress by the Constitution neither1sit neces
sary to the exereise of any of the powers which are granted and of
eerased would be as at always has been ughly tnjunous to the
public welfare These optnions alike adverse to the constitutionality
and expediency of a National Bank have been frequently and exten
sively laid before the people and sometimes on occasions of deep
ierest
11mught rest here content with this explicst avowal and proceed to
reply to your other interrogatonies were it not that this appears to
me 4 proper occasion to advert to the deplorable calamities inflicted
on the people by the conduct and final catastrophe of the late Bank
through the perversion of 1ts means and the abuse of its power Itis
true that this mstitution 13 now no more It has sunk under the
eght of 1ts own enormuties and has leit nothmg behind but the
wrecks of its career  But the interests pecuniary and pohitial the
parents who first gave 1t birth and the nurses by whom 1t was fostered
still survive with the same means of producing another offspnng.
and the same disposition to employ them whenever a favorable oppor
lumty presentsitself  The question of 2 National Bank 1s still before
the people and will continue to be so long as avarice and ambition
s¢e In 1t the means of gratfying the love of money and the love of
poner Tt 1s one of the greatest leading measures of a party which
mllI never be extinct i this country It 1s essential to the acquisition
FromOp on {3 V Buen ® ba
Tl:ehr ds fthe P W Land Ezchq) ! g:f:i ri:?;:z:‘:m
f eVt Pouer wd N honal Comentioc M

VanB re s Reph
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as well g5 Preservation of 1ts power ang will never be relingashed
while there €IS a hope of 15 attachment Tpe only secunty agunst
s revival \g 1 the public Opinion and eyep that has more than onee
been found ¢4 be an nsufficient harpye, For this reason 1 concerve
1t proper that €very occasion should be taen to recall to the pube
recollection by way of 5 Warning example what otherwise gt mught be
better for the honor of gyp country to bury oblivion

My views o the subject of exchanges and of the propriety neces
sity or etpediency of any mterference of £overnment in theyr regul
tion were Communicated ¢, Congress 1 1837 To repeat them here
would lengthen this Communication “hich from 2 degire to answer
Your questiong fully frankly apg explicitly wyt 1 fear be extended
to the verge of tediousnesg I must therefore respectfully refer to

that species of e\changes aptly denomingteq hiting  which was
httle better than an Instrument of frayg and bills drawn for the
transfer of actual fundg from one place to another I endeasored abo
to satisfy Congress of what 15 noyw SO apparent that he exchan,es
would here a¢ they do 1 other countries regulate themselves of
Congress would byt leave them a5 they are left elsenhere to the
Mmanagement of Pravate enterprige It 1s doubless within your recol
lection what a tempest of denunciation I recened from thoee who
thought broper to oy erlook those considerations The opinions then
advanced woylq 1tis quite certayy be recened wyp more favor now
and I have only to adq that they haye undergone no other change

The tremendous ponerof 3 ban), o, evil when tmpelled by avarice
and ambition self Preservation n - ¢

1 spensable to the preservation
= uutlense of the nights of person and Property  gpq this maam 1s
ounded on the e\perience of mankind  hyepy has taught them by a

toevil The Ppeaple of the Unyteq States hay e repudiated despotic or
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discrettonary power 1 afl their pokitrcal institutions because of n.’s‘
propensty 1o abuse et they have been and mark my words wi
be agun and agun catled upon to create 2 despotic irresponsible
moneyed power stronger than their government because it s expected
to do what that government cannot of yself petform ¥ hope and
tru 1 that such appeals will never aguin be successful and that the
good people of the United States will always bear 1 mund that an
- advocates affirm this can must af

gRrOUS 14 We 1§ t
should become hostile can exther subject that governtuex PR
or W\ the defunct mmststution of which T have spoken wnvolve the
country 1n confuston and difficulty s government in perpetual
struggles and ts people in an intermunable senes of pamc and dismay
Nothing but 2n ever watchiul wigdance on the part of the peaple will
prevent a recurrence of these ewiis  The enemy 15 not dead nor doth
hesleep The schusm in the ranks of the opponents of the democracy
tums almost exclusisely on the question of a National Bank and the
complete triumph of federalism wnll be the precursor of such an insty
tution

In expressing my oppasttion ta all the schemes which have been
submitted to the Congress at 1ts last session for managing the fiscal
concerns of the country wvolving as they all do a umon of bank
and state 1 do but speab. the sentimen.s of 2 vast majonty of my

fellow citizens as € nnced 1 the votes of their representatines and
m the almost umversat cond

they hase app 1y recened
at the hands of the people themselves
The manufactur of paper money has been attempted in aen
form 1t has been tried by indiiduals been ferred to

by the States then to corporations by Congress engaged 1n by the
States themselves and has signally faled 1 all It has in generat
Ppoved not the handmaid of honest wmdustry and well regulated
¢ terprise but the pampered memual of speculation sdleness and fraud
1t Tas cormupted men of the hughest standing almost destroyed the
onfidence {mankind 1n each other and darkened our crimmal ealen
da with names that might otherwise have conferred honor and benefit
on the ¢ untry There 1s strong ground for believing that such

Systemmust ha ¢ some innate incurable defect of which no legxshtxo:



the People myst Pay them anqg ¢ 1t 15sues paper money 1t must be
Fedeemed by ¢he People  Hou th emved
from -

1 MIEht almost say frayd on ghe
Peo.  nere s a decisiy o objection to the issye of Paper currency by
80vernmentg upon nhateverpnnuple 1tmay be founded The expen
€nce of all narong where thys expedient has beey, adepted demonstrates
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nelates to 3 National Bank than T myght othermise haya done from
2 bebef that you look upon it ag one of the most yy1} consequence to
the public welfare In this 1 entirely comeide wigh You  Such being
the case 1t seomg due to y ou as el s tomyself to say thyy tn refernng
to the puble declarations 1 have heretofore made on thy subject T

[ProcEEps OF SALE op Pusric Laxps]

The tenacity wyrp which oyp OPponents adhere o the distnbugyon
o

1
f the publye lands among the states ' the preseny
ondition of ype Treasury ot

tness — ap mdxsposluon from

Te altogether EXEMPt Whate, er

€ measure by yyg authors op howeyer
'y

f collection
aspect hag
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can divest 1t and agawnst which no human wisdom can guard or
human integrity sustam itself

The history of the past however leaves little room for doubt that
paper money n some form will notwithstanding continue to co st
tute part of the arculating medium of the country But my rost
sincere and ardent wish 1s that its 1ssue by the Federal Governre.t
may in all future time be prevented The hghts of expentence have s
vain been diffused the lessons of repeated and wrdespread ruin have
been unavailing 1f there be amy who yet can bring themselves to
believe that the Government of the United States which possessts
nothing but what 1t receives from the people can beston o1 thea
any thing other than what 1t has thus recened If 1t contracts loans
the people must pay them and if 1t 1ssues paper money 1t must be
redeemed by the people How then can rehef to the people be denned
from incurnng obligations which they themselves must redeem?

But 1n addition to this deception I might almost say fraud on the
people there 1s a decisive objection to the 1ssue of paper currency by
governments upon whatever principle 1t may be founded The expen
ence of all nations where this expedient has been adopted demonstrates
that this 1s a prerogative which will alway s be abused It grves almost
unhmited facilittes for raising money and has everywhere led to
extravagant expenditures public debt and heavy burdens always

g and never d hed  Where extravag: ppropriations
can be met by a mere vote of Congress and without an mmmedute
resort to the pockets of the people there will be found no sufficent
check to boundless prodigality except when the government finally
loses 1ts credit by pushing 1t to excess It 15 then that it reacts upo?
the people for this great resource being exhausted the whole super
structure of credit falls on their hands and they must bear 1t as best
they can

To 1nsure economy i public ditures 1t 1s 1nd ble that
those by whom they are authonzed should have some dxﬂicuh) and
even serious responsibility in obtaiing the means of defray ing them.
In no other way can extravagance be prevented since it 18 the nature
of man to spend that heedlessly which he acquizes without effort and
to think hitle of that which costs hittle trouble to gain

1 have dwelt more at length on that part of your nquiry which
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proved utterly unavailing It 1s certamly paying but a poor comph
ment to the capacity of the people to suppose for a moment that they
could be brought by any pretext however plausible to stultfy them
selves so far as to adopt a proposition so preposterous Can anv
wtelligent mind hesitate i giving to 1t a prompt negatne? Andes
any patriotic one fail to regret that the character of our people for
wtelligence and sagacity 1n the estimation of mankind should b
exposed to hazard by the grave and continued agitation of such 2
question before them?

It can after this and after what I have heretofore said upon the
subject be scarcely necessary to repeat that I am opposed to the
distnbution of the proceeds of the public lands among the states.
The best evidence I can give you of my present optnion 1n regard to
the proper disposition of the publiclands 1s to refer you to those which
are avowed and acted upon by me while 1 office and which were veny
fully stated in my first annual message to Congress i December 183,

{ProTECTIVE TARIFFS)

Mj views 1n relation to the Protective System were also called for
by the Shocco Springs meeting in 1832 and freely given A conviction
that the establishment of commercial regulations with a view to the
encouragement of domestic interests 1s within the constitutional power
of Congress was on that occasion distinetly avoned But holdmg
this opinton I at the same time denied the propriety of exercising this
power 1n a manner calculated to oppress any portion of my fellow
citizens or to advance the interests of one section of the Union at the
expense of another T on the contrary affirmed 1t to be the duty of
those who are entrusted with the administration of the Federal Govern
ment to direct 1ts operations in the manner best calculated to distnbute
as equally as posstble 1ts burdens and bl among the several
States and the people thereof In addition to the declaration of these
general views I suggested more specific rules for the action of the
Government 1n ths particular by the observance of which I behieved
thase views would be most likels to be carned into farr effect

Adequate revenue for the support of all go mments must be
derned from some source It has noshere been sound an easy task
to preserve equahits in rasing 1t and at the same tume to overcome the



MARTIN VAN BUREN 95

general repugnance to the payment of taxesinany shape 2 repurmance
ansing more {rom an apprehenston that their avatls yali not be wisely
applied than from an unwilingness on the part of the people to sustain
therr government by the necessary contnibutions  All must agree
that taxes should be wmposed vith 2 fair and full reference to the
ad antage denved from the exstence of good gov ernment by those
who pay them Those advantages mav i general terms be justly
deserbed as resulting from ample secunity 18 the enjoyment of our
personal nghts and nghts of property with adequate safeguards
agamst nternal commotion and foreign agrression 1n respect to the
‘mmumities of the person and avil and rehigious freedom the interest
as well as the immedate advantages of altareequal ot so with the
other pn leges secured to us by our free g0 ernment  The unavord
able dispanity 1n the pecuniary condition of our atizens makes the
degree of benefit they respectnely denve from the mawntenance of an
efficient government over property and the nghts of property essen

tully difieent The modes of raising tev enue afloned to and adopted
by the State gosernments are g€

nerally graduated by this dispanty
1f the results are not always equitable the fault 1t1s believed willin
most cases be found 1n their action upon the prnciple rather than
the princaple 1tself  The night to raise revenue for 1ts support by the
mposition of duties in heu of direct taxation 15 by the Constitution
subjected to the e clusive control of the Federal Government This
t ht subject to the imitations mposed by the grant was gien toit
for that purpose and has been f ecly exerted by 1t since its establish
ment 1t would afford me much pleasure t be able to say that the

execise of this po ver has borne as equally upon all classes of the
people howe e u equal their pecu

nary onditions as the taxes
imposed by the State governmen s

mposed But this cannot with truth be
i or 15 the mequal 1y unavoidably resulting from the Federal

mode of collecting taxes a new discovery  Itwas f reseenand objected

lohwhen the power was ¢ nferred asan evil inherent 1n the system

o :: Ev:;::uld Inc\ £t show itself m 1ts operation and tie injustice

o :n b:“t:‘ of legistation h wever it m ght be made to mitigate

bt ax g1: ::dr:;m::: . b’l‘he a& ‘oc[a!es oéthe system were not

1t by 2 belef no doubt swcer

‘c:‘\x\‘:g( thAtl t:e inequalities which 1t was feared would resul: ‘f’ro:‘:l::

 of dutses upon tmported articles would be prevented by the



That ths €¥pectation ha
are but few ¢ any whoe, UL tnewr immediate victnity pomt et

¢ 455 Ol the people seem nevertheless,
tu preter thys mode of collecting the fevenue  Paying their taxes o
the form of an increased pryce upon the commodities they buy ther
contribution Joses n therr estimation muych of the odwm that wold
be attached to it if severed from the price of the article and convertad

agamnst a revenye taniff

[Tie Vg Powgg]

Tam satisfied wigh the veto POver as it exyspg by the Constitution
and opposed to any modification which shapy materally change the

principle upon which 3¢ rests
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[PATRowAcE AND TuE Srous Svstea]

The control of the President over the dispensation of Fedenl
patranage presents a subject far more deserving of the watchful vig
lance of the people Charged by the Constitution with the execution
of the laws 1t was ahtogether proper to confer upon hum an unportant
chare 1n the selection of 1he agents through whose wstrumentality
that great duty 15 to be performed  The pomer which he possesses 1n
s respect 1 also wisely sestricted by the checks upan 1t whick ate
placed 1n other branches of the government viz w the Senate Yy an
2bsalute veto upon the mast important of i selections and 1n cach
branch of the legulature by an equally absolute negative upon the
appropriations necessary to thewr compensation It 18 nevertheless
true that this control over the distnibution of public patronage 18 1
ntstendency adverse to a pure administration of the important trusts
wheh the people have committed to thewr agents Expenence has
shown that there 15 2 temptation wn the possession of this power to s
abuse which cannot be effectually guarded agamst by human laws
and agawost the mBuence of whuch even honest and patniotic men not
unfrequently find st dfficult to guard themselves With all the
restramts umposed upon uts exercise 1t may stll be wielded by the
Executive to tfluence widely the action of his associates mn the public
service to secure and perpetuate hts own authonty for the aggran
duzement of bus personal adherents and to depress those who though
they may possess the strongest clamns upon the public confidence
Bave not the good fortune to stand in that relation to the apponting
power It would be honorable to human nature  we could fatter
ourselves with the belef that such have not been or the bope that
such will not in future be the results of 1ts exercise  But espentnce
unfortunately teaches us a different lesson and from the fallible nature
ofwan we are seareely allowed to hope that it will ever be atherwise
To encourage an honest observance of sound polittcal principles by
the duspensation of patronage 1s I fear an advantage seldom o ever
realzed under apy government  Its tendencies there 1 too much
Teason 1o apprehend have been W general far otherwise  For this

el and a grave one 1t 1s there 15 but one effectual remedy  When
*e cansat dispense with the offices we must distribute as widely a3
possible the pawer of appownting them  ‘To make this temedy more
effectual 1t 15 always wse o reserve the selections of public afficers
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as far as 15 pract cable and cony enient to the people themselves, It
1s not an easy matter to keep indwvidual action 1n public affars who' v
free from the influence 1n some form of personal interests Thate!
the mass of the people 1s on the contrary almost imvanably disater
ested and seldom if ever fails to come nght in the end  As much
Power over appointments as 1s deemed really necessary to enable the
Executive to perform s responsible duties should be left to um O
all beyond that and which ean be as well exercised by the pecp'e
themselves or othernise he should by constitutional means bedivested.
The possession of the excess 1s deadedly adverse to the healthfil
action of the department  No nightminded man occupy ing the Pres
dential char after he has had an opportumty to judge by expenerce
of its effects will desire to possessat  From this prolific source proceed
most of the temptations which draw the ambitious politician from ks
duty to s constituents While the veto 1s generally apphed to ques-
tions exclusively of public concern and 1s exercised under a personal
responsibility which w1ll not be incurred except with great reluctance
and 1n cases in which there 15 a strong reliance upon the pubhc udg
ment for support this power 1s peculiarly adapted to the sinster pur
pose of ambitious and selfish aspirants It 1s therefore by dimnish g
this executrve power and not that of the veto which 1s Jeast Lable to
abuse and has been thus far uniformly exercised for the public advan
tage that our statesmen can render the most essential and T doubt
not the most acceptable service to the cause of the people  Toaccon
plish this great and salutary object presents a proper field for the
patriotic evertions of all who think it wise as I do to Leep a jealous
€3¢ upon executis e authority and particularly upon 1ts admmstratioy
of the public patronage  Placed at the head of the commuttee upot
appointments 1n the con ention for the amendment of the constitutio
of my own State Itook an actnve and I hope not an neffectual part
to carry out this principle as far 1s with the hghts which expernence
had then afforded I thought we could safely go  As those lights mults
phed T united n giving 1t a stll wider range and I am well satisfied
that a penodical review of the subject by the legslature and people
with views to its stull greater extension would be ermunently uscful as
well in the administration of the Federal as of the State Governments
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TA \attosat Noumatine CosvenTion]

To your last nterrogatory 1 unhesitatingly answer Yes. The
democracy of the Unton will not fad as Tam sure they ought not to
adopt exery proper precaution to secure through the mstrumentality
of the comy ention they propose to hold an honest and full expresston
of the wishes and opmtons of a majenty of their pohitical associates
Bearing 1n mind the disreputable scenes of 1850 conscious of the
efiects nhuch those scenes necessanly bad i shaking the confidence of
mankiod i the fitness of the Amencan people for free mstitutions
and actuated by a patnotic z¢al to wipe off now and forever every
mjunous impressson which was thus made upon the character of either
they will not I am certan permut thewr noble efforts 1n so good &
€ause to be staned by a smgle act of indirection or unfaness  So
bebieving 1hold 1t to be tmpossitile tha a selection can praceed from
suck 2 source which I could not cheerfully support or a nomnee be
selected 1 whose hands the interests of the country would not be
eaturely safe

My name and pretensions however subordmate i importance
shall nevee be at the disposal of any persons whatever for the purpose
of creating distraction or division in the Democratic Party Every
attempt 10 use them for such a purpose wheneser and wherever made
shall be arrested by an utesfesence on my part alike prompt and
deasve  1regard the Presidency as the highest and most honarable
of pohitical distinctions yet 1t 15 anly as the undoubted and free-mll
offering of the democracy of the Nation that I could acceptat because
l}; s that aspect only that T could hope to render the discharge of its

gh duties exthe useful to the country or honorable to myself
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BENIAMIN F HALLETT
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEQPLE!
Tm: FIRST of these cayges comes before this Court by wmt of

The second Is sent up from the same Court upon a certificate ¢f
division of Opiion bety ee the two Judges

Both cauges mvolve simyfay questions and prinetples and therefore
may with great Propriety be argued together the distinction between
them being that 1 the first the distinet 1ssye rased 1s the validuty of
the People 5 Constitution which the plamntff clayms was 1n force
Rhode Islang and n the second the question 1 definitely rassed asto
the force and vahdity of Martua] Lay under which the defendarts
Justify theyr acts of trespass

If the new constitution and Iy v 4
Il o~
the
oth 4200t 1n force but the Charter Lems-

the plamntiff Rachael Luther

The facts which appear upon (he record and are to be taken as
fully proved are these —

In June 1842 Martin Luther was Iving 10 the town of Warren 1n

{From The Rett fuh p M to Ext A Forms f Coer ment 3 flallesy
A;mmlb/ortllle&lfrm C ey td Sty s 7y 1843 (Bostoa
2848) — Abndged }

R{--]
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{he State of Rbode Tsland 1n bis own house {which was slso occupted
by bus mothes Rachael Luther) and Bad hived there for neatly forty
years On the 2gth of June 1n the mght tume the defendants Luther
M Borden Stephen Johoson Wilham I Brown John H Munroe
Tiham B Snel Jormes Gardues and Joho Belly are charged with
btesking wto the plantifi 5 dwelling house they beng armed wath
muskets and other dangerous weapons and in a men2cng manner
breaking and tearing down the doors glasses windows and furmiture
2nd ofberwmse delacing 2nd 1ajunng the house

They are alsa charged in the second swt with a personal trespass
upon the plantf Mes Luther an elderly lady of some eighty years
of age by forably 1 the night time breaking into her chamber 1
which she was steeprng With her maid servant dnving them from thewr
beds s thetr mght clothes and wath bayonets powted to the breast
and body of the plamtiff and her servant menaning and threatening
10 stab and kull thers if they did not disclose where Nartin Luther
was and detaining them in thewr mght dress and not permitting them
to dzess for more than an hour to their great terror and alagm

These trespasses are obviously of & hughly aggravated character a
mdnght mvasion of the nghts of domale and an outrage upon
Personal securtty under circumstances that would call for the hughest
exemplary damages  The parties 1 both suits by these violent pro-
ceedings of armed men agamst them were compelled to leave the
State 1w which they could find no protectson from law and became
atizens of the State of Massachusetts It was vaw for them to have
sought vedress in the State Courts of Rhode Tstand  Hence this nas
precusely the case for a resort to the Courts of the Umted States can
templated by the framers of the Constitution 1n order to kit the ques

tions that mght anse between citzens of different States above the
partul mfivences of the local tribunals

They became citizens of Massach and as suth d
suits
F\{Xh ud:gla;;tdthe defendants 1 the Carewt Court for the District of
Thus was the hsto 3y of
persecution between Massachusetts and
Rbode Tsland o
Yt e ‘x'everscld Two hundred years befare R ger Walhamns

o find
(Th s Martey and RachaelL th | gt thepe
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of Church Law and now Rhode Island drove her Citizens back to
Massachusetts to seek redress for outrages commutted under the g ¢
of Martial Lay,

In the Crreupt Court below the defendants set up a plea n jus
Jfication They admitted that they had committed the trespasses
complamed of doing no more damage than they affrm was necessary
but they say they were Justified in law because they were enrolled 1n
a company of fantry 1n the town of Warren under the command of
John T Chld duly appomted and legally quabfied to act 1 tht
capacitv and that by order of said military commander they broke
and entered the said dwelling house of the plantiff in error 1 order
toarrest and tale the said plantiff whych they aver it was lawful for
them to do

And further the defendants say that ¢ the time of the alleged
trespass large numbers of men assembled 1n arms in different parts of
said State made and levied war upon said State and were attempting
the overthrow of the government of said State by military force
That the Legislature of said State duly and legally chosen and constt
tuted according to the Provisions of the charter or fundamental law
and the ancient and long established usages of said State and in the
exercise of the legislatyy e Powers conferred on them by said charter
and usages did enact and establish Martial Law over sard State and
that under such authonity and by order of a mulitary commander
duly appomnted by such authority the defendants commtted the
alleged trespass

To the several Ppleas of the defendants the plantff rephed de sus
#uria thus denying the truth of the defendants Ples which 1sse
s Joned and upon this sssye came up the question of the validity
of the Charter Government anq the acts thereof under which the
defendants Justified and of the new constitution and frame of goven
ment adopted by the People of Rhode Istand called the Peoples
Constitution and the acts and downgs of the Legislature under the
same
Thus far the pleadings 1n both cases are alike butat this pomnt with
the pernussion of the Court 1 shall leave for future consideration the
subject of Martial Law and proceed to the argument upon the record

mn the case of Martin Luther
In reply to the Justification which the defendants set up under the
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wults justiied wers gy the time
© W trespass superseded angd abolished by 2 new form of govern
ment and invald 5, faras Tepugnant to the same which pen form of

“onstruction gf |y, a8 to which of these formg f
83l existence at the time depended the 135y whether the dtfend.:nts
2cted under Loy, OF agamnst all Layy
Bothpames agreed thay Up to May 1842 the o1q Charter Govern
od e

Vernment the, Ceased nephe, the

dants Justify the attempy ¢, break

nor the military commsgion and
avay

meet 1t a5 dcudedly and if ve
ton of tyyg, 10 2 prece of lang stead of e
great night of sclf—go\emmem o the Peoples e to ther
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Upon thig statement of the issue therefore ne contend that it wil
become indispensable (25 1t seems 1o us) for this Court 1n order to
determune thys case to decide incidentally to the merits whether the
People s Constitution Wwasun force 1n Rhode Island a5 the fundame o}
law of the State and hence the importance of this cayse aspreseati g

and not sovereign

In ths view of the aspect of thys Cause 1t becomes necessary to go
back to fundamenta) principles to determmne which was the exsting
form of government whych was the Legislatyre and what were the
laws 1n foree at the time of the trespass  This 15 apparent from the
fact that by the pleadings the defendants admyy they have commutted
a trespass but Justify their acts under the authonity dernved from (ke
Charter Assembly and the commusstons and orders of mulitary com
manders dernang theyr sole power from that source

[CAN e Proprs; CRANGE Tiremz Govervuevt?]

I then submy¢ the prelminary Proposition that upon the pleadings

and the record of this case the Court cannot determine the wssue

whether a trespass was or Was not commtted without first deciding

what were the constitution and frame of government 1n force 1n Rhode
Island at the tyme

1 That the assumed authonity legistaqy e and miitary and the
acts and orders under which defendants Justfy  are invalid and
msufficient

2 That the 1ssue was Properly before the Court belon and it 1s
necessary for this Court 1o Pass upon 1t 1n order 1o determine the
nghts of the parties on the record 1n this cayse
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1sa judicial power and not a political poner which the
"u}ux;r:?a\‘l‘ed up‘!m 1o e\e‘::lse 1 applyiag the rule of deision that1s
se
maebmurtlhc‘xs\ ﬁpmo( 1s on the defendants to show theie justification
but the plantiff doubtless must show at feast so far as to set aside
the 2uthonty of the defendant s plea that the new govemment had
superseded the old form.
I propose therefore to mawntnn in the argument the following
pots which were ruled agamst the plawntf] merely Sormally sn the
Court below

1 That the People s Constitution was in force 1n Rhode Island 1n
June 1832

2 That the Legwslature chosen under 1t was the faw making power

3 That consequently the pre-emsting Charter Government was
superseded and

4 That the plantiff need show such change of government only
5o far as the justification the defendants set up under the first 1y
concerned

In order to sustawn these propositions we must first establish the
great bams upon which alone they can rest in the Amencan system of
govemment viz

1 That the majonty of the people or of the legal voters of a State
have a night to establish a wnitten constitution

2 That this 1s pre-emmently therr nght 1n the absence of any
Provision 1n the existing frame of government for 1ts amendment

3 That this nght 15 mdependent of the will or sanction of the
Legislature and can be exercised by the nght of emtnent sovereignts
n the people without the farm £ a precedent statute law

H wing tr ced the H sto 3 of Government in Rhode Island and the pro

ceed mgsanf om g adopt g and establishing the People s Conshiution
1841 4. what

¢ the snfe ences to be draam applicable to the 1ssue
betw enthe d hess ths couse as o the respective righls they de m and
th espectsve 6 thont ¢s under ukich they assume to kare acled?
First ¥ will consider 1t wath reference to thy
e Jocal ustory and inst,
tunons of Rhode Island herself and then upon the broad basis :;{
Amencan savereignty
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We have seen that the old charter of Rhode Istand 1n 1663 was
entirely free and democratic The communtty consisted of landed
proprietors and 1t was 1n effect a landed company 1n which all were
partners and partiipants  As society progressed and the number of
wnhabitants increased who did not own land 1n the changes and prog
ress of business the mequality became more apparent

The people then looked back to the old guarantees of hberty Efforts
at reform began and were continued without success The munonty
holding the Leguslature in their control dented all extension of suffrage
and without 1t the majonty could not act withm the form of b¥
Thenr only resource was to go out of 1t The reluctance to take such
a step or to change existing mstitutions was one cause of the contin
uance of the old form  We have seen that dunng the Revolution 8
committee on suffrage and reform was appomnted which shows the
first impulse of public opinion on the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence but the state of the times prevented action The
patriotism of the people submutted to unequal government rather
than to disturb 1t at the nisk of weahening the aid necessary to cam
on the war of independence

After the Revolution Rhode Island was involved i debt and
difficulties and became embarrassed 1n her wretched paper money
system For a long time her Leguslature representing the landholdirg
mmnority held her back from the Union and refused to adopt the
United States Constitution

In this state of things and having a charter tolerably free she did
not adopt 2 wnitten constitution as did all the other States except
Connecticut for a like cause The majonity did not break out but
for the time acquiesced  But there were no principles or practice of
government 1n Rhode Island which denied the night of the people
with or without the consent of the eusting government to make 3
constitution when and how they pleased

On the contrary Rhode Island which had been foremost 1n religious
freedom had by her great founder Roger Willams equally pledged
herself to ainvil hiberty

We have seen how the Rhode Island Assembly departed from the

doctrines of religious freedom 1n 1663 They have sull more flagranth
repudiated the prinaples of their allustrious founder touching avl
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herts Ttis therefore no proof of a prescriptive right 1n her As.wmbtg
1 1852 todeny sclf government to the people because that Assem! 1)
tad always refused ta extend sullrage or lpcn'mtﬂl}::ux:;.:)om) o
te \n gavernment by {raming 2 wnitten consti

N";ﬁ"c&nudus?:n 5 thalbol);x precedent and principte faurly constyued
up to the Revolution affirm or at least favor the nght of the people

f Rhode Tsland (not merelv the landholders) 1o alter and establsh
government At the Revolution this prnaple was authontatinely
recormzed, The Cons ention that adopied the Umited States Constits
ton w1790 wentfurther and sl power wasresohedmtothe handsof
the people

1§ kat then became of the Charter Gorernment and what powers can

1 guslatis ¢ under st hove fo cont of the orgamic law fo o longer time than
the peaple consenting and af ceing shall Setrust them with

What was there of pa amount organic law 1 Rhode Island? ot
the chiarter 1t had no element of change or modification  The laws
under it passed by the Assembly were repealable at pleasure The
Legstature had no power esther from the charter or the people or
mherent 10 change the orgamic law or to make one  1f the people
could not act the Legislatore could not the voters could not who
could? Hence —

Th American doctrine of o po amount wrtien consiiution binding
the legislatu ¢ and subject only ¢ the people was Jost 3n Rhode Fsland
futdd novenst n the wh le peaple

Admitting the nght of the people to make 2 constitution and over
throw the Britush colonial government to have been acquired or
confirmed by the Revolution how did they loseit? When regrant t?
T never how can this nght be demed to the people of Rhode Island

m setung aside thesr Charter Government and adopting a written
constitut on to cantrol theys

egslature and officers? Then if the
nght existed how was it tq be d? The subsisting g
h?d n: povre‘;1 ornnght to make a constitution Al their declarations
L 1ights in the Digests of Laws were only repeatable |
without guarantee y reprbie sl acts
Our opponents doubtless will concede a ry
gkt of revalation but sa

\‘ es r‘g\lxst take by Physscol force! The value of that sort of nght t)o

e of this U 1on Lwill ¢ nsder presently but the nght of revoly
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ton bemng admitted does 1t follow that 3¢ must be by force? If (ke
People have 5 nght they must also have 2 right to exercise it peace
ably 1f they do so without attacking the eusting goyernment and
Peaceably sep UP 2 government of organic law  defined 1n a wnyten
constitution and if afye, this 1s done the olq government whch 1
virtually superseded attacks the ney, then to defend the Iatter 1s not
revolution but Jgg and order and the old dishanded Bovernment 1s the
aggressor

This 15 the dishinction betueen rebellion and the change of organs lars
by adopling ¢ writlen constutution where none exssts

Shays Rebellion the Whishy Insurrection and the Ant: Rent Riots
i New Yor), ustrate thys and this was the relation of governme.t
and people before the Revolution Under the colonual government
the People if they adhered to1t had no legal nght to changeit Tte
Sovereignty of the King and Parhament precluded any such n ht
Revolution therefore and revolution was resisted war upon the
existing government were at that peniod the only resource — there
“as no law ful mode of changing a form of government  If the Charter
Government of Rhode Island hag sided with Great Britamn the peop'e
would haye Put them down By siding with the people the Charter
Government 8ave no legitimate sanction to the Revolution It was
the same rebellton under the existing form of government It had no
foundation of nght except in the nght of the majority to change

[ToEe Ricnp OF PEACEABLE Rmor.tmov}

But we darm o peyy Principle sn governmens The right peaceatly s
change goternment  The hmt 15 that 1t shall be done by a majontty
Not by first attacking the €Usting government or overturning the
laws and then making a constitution as in ghe revolution of 76 but
by first adopting Peaceably a new organye Ly, establishing the funda
mental principles on which the government shajl pe conducted the
officers chosen and the laws enacted I, order to do this the con

The right Io begin this worp TESIS 10 the right of the People to assemh ¢
Who has the right to interfere withthem> Up o the point of adoption

of the People s Constitution 1 Rhode Istand where was the nght to
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nterfere with them or put them down by force? o matter how the
constitution was begun or put together U was peacefully made
peacefully put to the people and peacefully adopted by the majonty
1t then became the orgamc faw It went mta effect by ats own force
and organization and legulation took effect under it It has all the
efficacy of a government de jure and de facto At this point the mea
of the cld government attacked the new and attempted to suppress it
by military force

“at an act was done by the people but m pursuance of the nes
organiclaw  If the majonity had a nght to make a constitutzon then
1t w25 moade and became the supreme law  Therefore to deny that
the People s Constitution was the supreme law when they assembled
under 1t and chose officers and thewr Legstature met to carry it out
all { which was done without revolution or violence or attach 15 ¢
deny the nght of the people under any Gitcumstances o frame
government extept by the consent of therr riders and to this point our
opponents must come or 31¢ld the whole argument

This would make the Revolution of 76 the shame instead of the

glory of the nation  In some of the ofd thurteen colomes new forms

f government were adopted aguinst the consent of a portion of the
leguslat ve and a1} of the ¢ ecuns e poner  In Virgima for instance
When attacked by the old go ernment ought they to have yielded to
> Why then should the people yield n Rhode Island aiter they
tad peacefully adopted the ¢ chosen officers under 1t
and put the ne v {frame of government in full operation? What had

the major ty done that ¢ nstituted rebell on tnsurrection treasot of
domestic violence?

They staod on better g o nds as fo RIGITT than even the grounds of the
Revolut op They had the great avil 11 ht recoguized as the corner
™ T sttutans — the peaceful night which the Revoly
duly adopted

am it

v

Re oton f 16 to change the government g w:zl:ﬁ::s:x’tn\t
n;guml rght tobeeni ced if resisted by war and tn no other form
I : éixzs;:l:p to c:S)sld © g0 "ernment or to deny the supremacy of
o " s 1 bellion and treason under alt the then Tecomuzed
Bitunate docten sof go ernment The colonal governments existed
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only by the Sovereign grace and mere motion of the King  They hag
no mnherent Princple of reform o change

The Rey, olution being successfyl established this pew fundamenty)
Principle of Bovernment and Rhode Island 5t was distinetly recog
mzed — that the Powers of government may be reassumed by the
People whensoey 1t shall become necessary to thewr happiness,

This the people did and no more  They made no attacl. on exsti.g
nstitutions They changed ng organic relations of the people to the
government They violated no allegiance they dissolved no commy

change 1n the codes of legislation

The fundamenta) law yas changed by beacefud popular process 1f
the night to do o Was with the people the form was legal and even
legitimate for ;¢ “as sanctioned by the fundamental rule of govern
ment Iving at the foundation of aj government  If they had this
right they evercised it as peacefully and legally as the Jegishature
could exercise their night 1n revising the code of State Lws

The theory of the opposite Side assumes fhay the people of the States o
s Union have acquired 1o rights 153 regard to government by the Revlu
Bon that the people under olg Eovernments did ot possess That 15
phy sical nght natural right  The r1ght of mught which 18 no nght
but mere physical power to do Wrongor nght Bue there was no such
thing as a peaceful change of government under o4 systems and
consequently no change of government without the consent of govern
ment  On the other hand —

American nslitutions recogns ¢ three greas Princsples

ers

community to change at Ppleasure the orgame law of the State and
prescnbe forms of constitution as the supreme law

This makes the distinction 1n prneple and fact the distinetion
between attaching an eusting government with lanless violence and
the peaceful organization of 3 new frame of the same government and
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hen after 1t 15 O established sustamng 1t under the forms of law
This 1s the Rbode Island case and this 18 showd Yy the hustory of the
proceedmgs UP to the first attenapts of the Chartists to esist the
operations of the People s Constitution

1f the principles 00 which the adoptiont of the Teople s Constitution
are placed n the foregong argument a1¢ sound then the facts 1n the
record beng to be taken 2s prov ed the conclusion follows that the
acts done according to thelaw under the new constitution Were vald
and all other acts contrary thereto were V!

d
What hille to perpetual government cat the charler party setup? Was
1t the night of possession? Was it prescnphon? The defendants 53y
that the charter and form of government under it contmnued to be the
fundamental law untit the adoption of the present constitution 10
1843 Ve contend that the People s Con

stitution and acts under 1t
\ntervened from May 1842 until the 2d0]

tution of 1843 All the pleadings and offers of evdence on both sides
resolve themselves wnto this single sue of previous consent of the
Leglature as t™

Aispensable antecedent of a constitution! The
old Assembly n

nennle of
Rhode Istand
ion without our consent and therefore 1L Vo u
Whether 1t was a constitution of right depends solely upon the first
step 1w making 1 iz shether theaction of the legislature and that
erely a request W3S méaspensable
Tt all comes back o !
the legilature equest the people to make 1t?
Aust the legislature alone permit and cannot the people go behind
such permussion? Can the Tegislature refuse

o act for half a century
and then pumssh the pe ple for acting?

16 of 1ght without such beginmng 1t takes effect p oprio tgore
The obstin cy of the General Assembly caused the whole dificulty
1f they had done m 1841 hat they did 1n June 1842 all dssension
v‘muld lave ceased  The result shows that they were only contending
o dogmausm fo they bave done 1. the last constitution just what
they cha ge us w th rebelhion and treason for domg  The surrender
c‘\‘ia land sufirage 25 the only means of saving the collis on that would

¢ shattered the old dynasty shows the necessity of the change

s Tsa const tution void and inoperatine unless
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short of rebelleon agamst the gov ernments of their 0¥ 1 creation! That
s the question ¥ ate to Uty whether this \airtue of sob ereignty has
goneout of the people by some sortof prescriptiont grant acquiescence
or submussion and become Lested 1n the £0% emment 50 {hat the
people a0 pever hate the free us¢ of 1t agun without some process
of license ot 1€ grant from the legulature
e are not discussing revolutions by mere vhysxcnl force but 3
fondamental poncple of nght and to test thus we must first see what
the nght 15 and then whether 1t 182 mere abstraction or active and
operative When they 1alk of sovereignty what 15 the sov ereignty
Tha! n 1 the sovereigaty
defined by the ent ghtened advocates of Wberty wn the old world and
\ts founders and expounders 10 the new  Here 1leave 2l

speculation
and abude by the ghest sanction of precedents 1f dry 1n detall
s vital . prinaple Then uwhat 18 the Soveresgnly of the People as

defined by the Amercan p7 narples of Gorernment?
The theory of the otber side and the only theory they can stand on
to 1n 2hdate a const qution framed by 2 dlear majorty through the
peaceful forms of con eptions 18 that the people are S04 ereign not 1n
themselves but through the forms of la

Yature In short that the sovereigaty has 10 powner 10 make funda
mental law except through the permssth€ agency of slatute law We
mamntain that the €15 not a precedent from the tme of Algernon
Sydney to the iume of Thomas W Dorr ¢

hat givesa colorable sanclion
to such a theory of Amencan hiberties

1 will close these judicnal references by an authonty that will surely
be respected here and which with what has preceded it must be con

dusve vz Chief Justice Marchall 1 1803 speaking for the whole
Court 1 the case of Aarbury v

s Madison (1 Cranch 176 ated
Story s Commen 431) ! :

The question whether an act repugnant to the ¢ nstitution can
‘become the law of the land 15 3 quest on deeply interesing to the
United States but happily not of an mtnicacy proport oned to 1ts
nte est It scems only pecessary to T cognize certain princy les

\\pp’rush:d toha ebeenlong well established to deadet ?
o ;‘ the people have an of gnal nght to establish for their future
ent such pnnaiples as m thew opinion shall most conduce
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<hort of rebellion against the governments of thewr own creation! That
15 the question we are to try whether this virtue of sovereignty has
gone out of the peaple by some sort of prescnption grant acquiescence
or submission and become vested 1n the government so that the
people can never have the free use of 1t agan without some process
of heense or re-grant from the leguslature

We are not discussing revolutions by mere physical foree but a
fundamental principle of nght and to test this e must first see what
the nght 15 and then whether 1t 13 a mere abstraction or actne and
operstive  When they talk of sovereignty what 1s the sosereignty
they mean? That which we rest our argument upon 1s the sovereigaty
defined by the enhightened advocates of hberty i the old world and
15 founders and expounders 1n the new  Here 1 leave all speculation
and gb de by the highest sanction of precedents If dry 1 detad 1t
s vital i prinaiple  Then what 15 the Soereignly of the People as
defined by the Amerscan princsples of Government?

The theory of the other side and the only theory they canstand on
to 1nval date a constitution framed by a clear majonty through the
peacef 1 forms of conventions 1s that the people are sovereign not i
themselves but through the forms of law emanating from the legis-
lature In short that the sovereignty has no pawer to make funda
mental law except through the permissive agency of stafute law  We
mamtain that there 1s not a precedent from the tume of Algernon
Sydney to the time of Thomas W Dorr that gives a colorable sanction
tosuch a theory of Amencan liberties

1 will close these judical refe ences by an authonity that will surely
be respected here and whuch with what has preceded it must be con

dusive viz Chuef Justice Marshall 1n 1803 speahing for the whole
Court 1 the case of Marbury s Madison {z Cranch 176 cted 3
Story s Commen  431)

‘The question whether an act repugnant to the constitution can

becorne the law { the fand 1s 2 quest )}
Ut St e e question deeply mteresting to the

pily not of an intncacy proportion
mterest It seems coly necessary to recugnz,epc:tam p:::)ctn;llclss
p?ro;:d to have been Jong well established to decide 1t
o emx:\:‘c pmile have an oniginal nght to establish for therr future
Such prne ples as n ther opmon ghall most conduce



112 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

demanded by the People and the whole pomt of law and order s that
the Assembly would not do 1n answer to the wishes of the peopl,
what they afternard did do and thereby admt they ought to have
done at first

The judges of the Rhode Island Court after sentencng Governor
Dorr for sustaining the People s Constitution should have changd
places and sentenced themselves for making a like constitution which
was equal treason to the old charter

And yet they extubited the singular spectacle of judges st
under a new constitution which by the charter the old assembly
had no night to make and trying a distinguished catizen for treason to
a departed government which they themselves had helped to exterm
nate!

And the whole pith and pomt of this modern treason was that the
Assembly requested the landholders to put down the old govemment
but refused to Tequest the people to do 1t!

We are now prepared 1n the argument to apply the foregomng facts
tn the Rhode Island case to the broad and general proposition which
embraces all free American States of the Rught of the People to Change
Government and to Judge of the Occaston

Dud thus right vest mn the people of the colonies by the operation of
the Declaration of Independence? This has already been demon
strated and will hardly be dened from any quarter

Then have Amencan mstitutions n the States or i the Union
changed modified Limited or restricted this nght as 1t ongnally was
declared to exsst  inherent and unalienable n the people? In short
1s the sovereignty 1n the people and how may they exercise 1t?

It may safely be assumed that no man orset of men 1na government
where suffrage 15 1n the hands of the masses will venture to deny 1
so many words that the people are sov ereign  Doubtless this will be
« ded fully if not Iy by the distinguished counse!
on the other side  But how conceded 1s the question I apprehend
from the tenor of the defendants abstract of poimnts that while this
same sovereignty may seem to be yielded to the people 1n terms it
wall be quabfied anay and in effect denied and abrogated in detall
and n all efficient operation By ther himitations and constructions
the people will turn out to be very great soy ereigns with very great
powers but without any possible right to exercise that sov ereign power
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ated 1t has been thus broadly spread out upon the argu
:i:pp‘r‘eeuu then 1f we bave this sovereignty how and when and by
what process may st act? Doesat really exist in practice or only
abstraction? And thus brings us to the practical operation of ths
sovereignty In framing constitutions of government

{Tre Mernop oF CoNSTITUIIONAL Cnanee)

Then tf the Peaple have the right how may they exercase st} W ho shall
degin the People or the Gorernment Conventions or Lepulatu es? Ve
sty the forner  The proposition on the other sde 1s you must have
a statute law to call jour convention and count your yotes and sy
who shall vote and how or you cannot take a step to make or alter
(he frame of government

It 1s not so unless this boasted sovereignty 1s but 8 mockery 2
delugon anda snare  Will thus Court say to the people of each State
1n this Union that tue it 1s they are the source of all political power
but if they presume to exerase thewr sovereignty in establishing or
changing canstitutions of government without consent of the legs-
lature they shall be followed wath patns and penalties enforced by
the lawless despotism of Martial Law and backed by the whole mut
tary powerof the Uneted States called out by the President to suppeess
msurrection 2nd domestic violence! Whenever this tnbunal shail pro-
claim ths to be the law 1t will have decreed that in contemplation of
law the people here as in Great Britawn do not exst Such 1s not
the law of thisland here nor elsewhere  On the contrary all Amen
tan precedents and practice of gavernment demanstrate that the
assumption that the first step 1n refarms and changes of gos ernment
must emanate from the established government and not from the
people 15 the dogma of desp fism?

To thus pomt all the foregoing authonties ducectly tend It 1s the
wnadent that f Yows the principle for 1t were as absurd to concede
entue { eedomn 16 the 1nd vidusd and deny Ts nght 1o move & hand
without the leave of a master as to affirm 2 sov ereigaty of the people

ucapable of takung the first step to make or remodel thesr frame of
goverament  Thu s ou mam pornt of difference

Weshallagree on the nght to abolish but d vide onthe made They

;1:::: sl\}:;e mode “h inseparable barrer to the exercise of the nght the
110 ta the substance — dependent on another 4

the people and e of thewr own creation * sl han
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to their own happiness 15 the basis on whick the whole American fotnc
kas been erected  The exercise of this onginal right s & rery gret
exerfion nor canit nor ought 1t to be very frequently repeated The
prnciples therefore so established are deemed fund I And
as the authorsty from which they proceed 1s supreme and can seldom
act they are designed to be permanent

In McCulloch vs State of Maryland 1n 1819 4th Wheaton 404
the same high authonity treats this as not an open question before the
Court
It has been said that the people have already surrendered all ther
Ppowers to the State sovereignties and had nothing more togwe  Bu!
surely the question whether they may resume and modfy the poers
granted {o government does ot reman to be settled wn fhis country

And yet may it please your Honors Gosernor Dorr and hus friends
have been charged with treason for acting upon this solemn dictum
of the whole Supreme Court as if 1t weze true! Now tahe this emphatic
expression of the opmion of the Supreme Court through Chef Justice
Marshall and test 1t by the Rhode Island Bill of Rights adopted by
her Contention in 1790 viz  that the powers of government ra) be
reassumed by the people and we have the entire doctrine contended
for by the plaintiff here Judicially established by the Supreme Court
of the United States as unquestionable and almost in the very words
of that Bull of Rughts viz  the people may resume the powers granted
to government

Granted T0 government 1sthe phrase not granted bygovernment

Not granted subject to the condition that the power shall be resumed
only by the consent and 1n the form of statute law prescribed by the
grantee the legislature! This does not remamn to be settled m ths
country! and f so how then stand these defendants here on ther
plea of yustification by a denual of the sovereignty of the people?

May 1t please your Honors with this array of authonties and
unbroken precedents agaunst them the counsel for the defendants
whatever may have been their onginal purpose will be constrawned
to say that they concede the sovereignty to the people What else
have they to s2y? But T could not trust to that concesston as they
may be pleased to callat followed as 1t must be unless they surrender
the whole cause with restrictions and hmatations and therefore the
sovereignty which we mean as defined by those nho best understood
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legelature but behmd all thisis {he sovereignty acting by and through
majonties andif they everhada nght to act through conventions to
establish a frame of government they have nowhere granted ot ceded
it away True the State constitutions require more than a majonty
of the legslature to propose amendments but 1his only himits
the legistature and does not touch themajonty punaplen the people

Now let us go back to the first stepn free government and having
the source of power 1 the people trace its practical operation 10
making constitutions

The position may scem plausible and eramently conservatne that
4t will not do to trust the mass of community with the power to assem
Ble together and ascertan the wll of the majority n 2Ry other form
except by a statute prescnbing ho chall vote and when and where
and how! But this s not an Amencan principle
The semous objection to this position s that 1t resolves sovereignty
mto the government and takes 1t from the people Ths 18 plan
because he who alone can take the first step 15 the sovereign Aths
will all progress stands sull

Another objection 15 that {hus theory founds soverexgnty 1n suffrage
and not mn the people The argument resolves itself mnto the propost
tion that sufirage humits sovereignty and when suffrage 18 once pre
scribed whether to a munonty or 2 majonty of community these are
the eternal limuts of sovereignty Everything outside of suffrage 1s
exduded from partiapation 1 sovereignty and of consequence in
government

t
1In other words the legal voters nce estabhished few or many are

through their representat on the law mahung power the sovereign
and ultimate

power naState nd they may forever exclude all others
{rom government
But who made the legal

voters? In a limuted monarchy they are
made by the grant of the King or _ct of Parhament bath acuzag as

the sove eign power in the State  In go ernments of 2 more popula

form they te made by the const tution or as in Rhode Tsla g hr

the Legslat e without a constitut on ne
True then thelegal otersare the ulimate power under the co

tut n but that i the act of the soveraignty the rule prescnbe;stla‘\

t and n t the sovere gty atself
which
otgamic form of it wm creation 1 gher and besond the
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True 1t 1s sard that the people though sovere gn may hmit them
selves aswell as theyr governments by their constitutions Doubtless
they do so through Tepresentation as to the making and enforcing of
statute law which they leave to the subsisting organization  And so
they prescribe the modes of amending constitutions But who do
they limit 1n this power of making and amending constitutions’ The
legislature and not themselyest

I pray this may be marked because the practical evercise of the
sovereignty depends upon it Constitutions are made to control the
legislature and to control
the constitution While 1t subsists all are governed by 1ts hmitations

Now comes the question of change n the constitution Who are
hmuted by it 1n making that change? The legisiature They an
move only by Proposing amendments to be sent out to the people who
are voters under the existing constitution or to call conventions 1f
the constitution so provides  They cannot move a step outside of
the constitution But are the people who made this constitution
lmited 1 theyr bover of amendment

the legislature? Will the learned coun:

or to make another 1n any other way except that which 1s pre enbed
heremn through the legislaturet

There 1s no such thing 1 eustence nor anything ket All the
power of amendment gnen m all the constitutions Zimuts the legis
latures  They shall not touch the constitution except in the way the
sovereign power permits them to act  But behind this stands the
sovereign who made and who has the Ithe power to unmake The
sovereign if he had power to male has not granted away that power
The power gnen to the legislature 1s permssie and exhausts no part
of the reserved powers of the 8rantor  Even the present constitution
of Rhode Island says that the General Assembly may propose amend
ments to be submitted to the electors and if three Sifths of the electors
approve such amendments shall become a part of the constitution

other nay but the people have
fifth rule they have tied the
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legistature but behnd all thisis thesovereignty actng by and through
majonties andif they everhada night to act through conventions te
establisha frame of government they have nowhere granted or ceded
1t away True the State constitutions require more than a majonty
of the legslature to propose amendments but this only limts

the leguslature and does not touch the majonty principle n the people

Now let us go back to the first step in free government and having
the source of poser i the people trace its practical operation 1
making constitutions

The position may seem plausible and emnently conservatnne that
1t will not do to trust the mass of community with the power to assem
ble together and ascertain the will of the majonty in any other form
except by a statute prescribing who shall sote and when and where
and how! But this s not an Amencan prmaiple

The serious objection to this position 15 that 1t resolyes sovereignty
1nto the government and takes 1t from the people  This 18 plan
because he who alone can take the first step 1s the sovereign Athis
will all progress stands stdl.

Another objection 1s that this theory founds soveresgnty 1 suffrage
and not 1n the people The argument resolves wself into the propost
tion that sufirage hmmits sovereignty and when suffrage 1s once pre
scribed whether toa m1 oty or 2 majority of community these are
the eternal hmts of sovereignty  Everything outside of suffrage 18
excluded from participation 1n sovere gnty and of consequence 1n
government

Tn other wo ds the legal voters once established few or many are
through their representation in the law making power the sovereign
and ultunate powern a State and they may forever exclude all others
from government

But who made the legal voters” In a lmted monar:
made by the grant of the King or act of Parlument bﬁ?}’. ::l:;ga;:
the so ere gn power in the State  In governments of a more popula
form they re made by the constit ton or asin Rhode Isla g br
lh?r Leg\sl\;tur: without a constitution "

tue then thelegal otersare the ultimate power under the cos
tuti o but that 1s the act of the sovereignty the rule prescnbegs!:l\

t and not the sovereignt 1tself whi
ch
organic form of its own ereation ' e and bevond the
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True 1t 15 said that the People though soy ere gn may hmt them
selves as well a5 thelrgovemments by their constitutions  Doubtless
they do so through Tepresentation as to the making and enforcing of
statute law whych they leave to the subsisting orgamzation  And sp
they prescribe the modes of amending constitutions  But who do
they limut 1 thyg bower of making ang amending constitutions! The
legislature and not themselvest

I pray this may be marked because the Practical evercise of the
sovereignty, depends upon it Constitutions are made to control the
legislature and to control majorties as to aj) exercise of nghts under
the constitution While 1t subsists alf are governed by 1ts itations
and so far the majority as well as the munonty have imited themsels es
Now comes the question of change 1n the constitution  Who are
bmuted by 4¢ 1 making that change? The Jegslature  They can
move only by Proposing amendments to be sent out 1o the Ppeople who
are voters under the existing constitution or to call conventions if
the constitution S0 provides  They cannot move a step outside of
the constitution But are the people who made this con
hmited 1n their poner of amendment becayse thev have r
the legislatyrep Wall the Jea,
Provision 1n the taenty nie
that We the Ppeople hereby agree never to amend ths constitution
or to mahe another in any other Way except that which 15 pre cribed
herem through the legislature?

There 1s no sych thing 1n exstence nor anything ke 1t All the
power of amend

latures Tkey shall not touch the constity
But behind this stands the

sovereign who made and who has the Lie Power to unmake The

of the reserved Powers of the grantor Even the present constitution
of Rhode Island say s thag the General Assembls may propose amend
ments to be submutted to the electors and .f 15 e¢ fifths of the electors
approve such amendments shalj become a part of the constitution
It follows then that the legislature cannot propose or adopt any
amendment of the constitution Inany other way byt the people have
not tied themselves down to a three fifth ryle they have tied the
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30U Amencan gng 15 nothing byt 5 dogma of despotism and I wil|
ROW proceed to Prove j¢
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This 1s the theory of the old world whyeh Ameneap liberties haye
eploded  Tp, theory may stanq Very well when ¢he whole people
can ace through Orgamzation But when the legal voters refuse to
act thruugh Organization Or in jtg absence ye must go outside of
OTganization to look, for the soy Creignty or we have 2 despotism and
whether 3 be a despotism of the divine nght of kungs which 15 their

i England and in Rhode Island they, there can pe 5 state wherein
the Sovereignty, g ngbtfuuy held by a minonty and the majonty of
the People are 400 Sovereign!

legislaturep

What a dxscoumgement to the Oppressed mullions of the old world
would 1t be for the mode] republic of Amency 1o send forth as her
solemn judicia] Judgment 5 decree 1 this cayse m favor of unchange-
able despotism What 5 repudation of the doctrines and the practice
of our fathers gnq what a Teproach upop therr memortes  Whatever
may be your decision °F no decision 1, this case o such result can
be apprehended The theory that goy €rnment cannot pe nightfully
changed except by force of the forma) consent of the Iay making
power whether 1n 5 king or 5 legislature Be mamtain wholly
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Such 15 nob the Amencan theory of gorernment On the contrary the
-

1 7 a constitution arc nothing to the s'ub-
*

enst and bow could 1t be proved

abjecting to the present comstitution 1 Rhode Tsland? It receved
not 7000 Votes much less than 2 majonty of the whole legal voters
underit ‘The people sparty might have objected or may now object

“The seal of the State might be abstracted This s no test of authen
uaty Thepeoples officers had their eal The record shows no seal
onethersde Infactthe only distinction between the present constt

tution and the Peoples as to authentiaty for the tume they were 1n
force ot to be 1 fo ce 15 theact of the assembly calling the conven

tion and that was a mere request

Then we must fall back on the system of pa amor nt right Where 1s
w7 Where s the pouer beht

nd all beyond all constitutions?  What 1s
outside of the frame of government?

Can 2 constitution be alte ed only by 1ts owT terms and 1n its own
§ -

Bhod Th d

getting constitutions that authonze change

The doctrine then would be  All changes in gov ernment must
emanate from those whom the consittution has intrusted with the
power to recommend such change  But i it also applies to the case
of Rhode Island then we have not advanced a step bey ond the divine
nght of kungs — only to the divine nght of the king s charter

They will contend that the Amencan p actice has been to make all
changes through the orgamized goternment Such s not the fact It
may be con ement desirable but 1t is not the ultimatum neithet 1s
sarde Ttis atmost aquestion of concurrence betneen the people
and the go ernment Where the voters are the great majonty this
might be in practical ope ation sufficent  But suppose they do not
concur? Suppose the government gets into the hands of a munont;
and w ot yield? This provist n{ r concurrence does not take awa’y



&o%ernment ang 0 longer 54, €TeIgn  For thys 1s the vita] distinction
between the Amercap Principle of freq Instituttons ang the Europesy
Principle of legitimate 8overnment

How thep can the validity of , constitution depend ypop fhe fact
whether the legislatyre did or dyg ROt act first py allowing the Ppeople

Powerp They angy, r 1o becayse he Assembly refused to Tequest
the convention tq mmeet  Then gy basts of 14, defendants Proposituon

and whether chosen by a munonty or majonty of the whole Ppeople

2 That if helq without sych Previous conseny 5p ) revolutionar
andits acts though ratified by ghe whole People invapg unauthorized
and msurrecuonar_y

In shore that the fundamental law depends upon the legislature
and not upoy ¢he PeOPle  The snference Jrons tas theory 15 unavordable
7

T That the legistatyre IS sovereign ang that however opnr ed
T a -

“ vl n consengion ¢ make

2 That sf the Majonty of the People (or of a) €YCePt a quorum of
the legislature and the executne) should attempt by foree to put
down the 8overnment op ¢ change 1¢ at ap without legislagyy e con
sent this constitytes a case of domestic violence which the whole
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hertations and exceptions L {
Iad down that the sovereignty resided an the people  When wiy
{ormed the Unton and conceded some of the attributes of sovereignty
ey yrelded nothing on this pomt evcept that the United States were
to guarantee to each State a republican form of government  The
powtr ta frame theiy own government subject only to this Iimstation
was unrestncted  Each State might adopt its own construction as
10 the orgame Jaw and the nights of voting Tt left each State 23 an
independent commumty and the queshon who were the people
that was ta be d d by the y but subject
always to the nght of the majonty to change the orgame law  And
bowever this manm was restnicted 1n practice its force was not
destroyed whenever the nghtful majonty chose to act

Now from what source does the rightful majorty spring? Whoa elhe
people? To answer this what was the doctrine promulgated by the
Amencan Revelution? There can be but one reply ‘That the
sovereignty 1 all the free States was placed i the whole body of the
adult male population with exceptions and tn the other States 1 the
whole body f the free white adult males  There 1s no case of exclu
s10n of citizens who demanded a voice  The exceptions to the rule n
all these States were those persons not compelent Lo form a contract In
one class of States this exciuded children under twenty-one years

- Tn another class of States

it 18 ynneces-

-d without any
mnovation on this common consent of manking 1n au governments

But fadoudtwer raused here 113 no argument # favor of Limiting the
sovereignty fo  less number than all the adult males 16 that argument
1sgood 1t s the strongest agamst they theory Soslaves are excluded
for the same reason that munors and ncompetent persons are becansa
by the laws of the Community in which they are found they are mnca
pable {making ¢ nteacts They aze not aitizens 2nd by no qualifica
uons placed within therr reach can become such
m‘; lus:d das lhapphed to Rhode Island or any State where the
B xy b ¢ right f suffrage and the pol ucal power would be
Pparaliel only w case the non voters were not. only excluded fo
of qu bfication bus conld mever become qualafied! T

-
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the r, ved righy of the People ¢, act Tke_ygwe all the validity gpq
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anses ¢ eop], may a0 It gyg anse Rhod, Islang d the
Ple acy, d The Prelym, ary calf had ;¢ €manateq TOm the
bly could gy, o B0 vajg, or Preceden; uthonyy, Bt the peole
Voted o, tand Nfirmeq, he Confirma. made it 4po actof the
Deople tat %ould p, een jugq ch theyr g¢; th
OHginateq e ca Withoy 2Uthory,, 7405t of the Agse bh
ere then S the smerezgnt) €0 instyy the Prelumnapy steps
Rhode slang, he Legzslature haq Power €} could gve
Power ¢, the p, ople ey had p, Prionty of Tecommends yop
They 1, fact op), requestey Hence 4, Surdity of Cefendanss Aypo k
1525 gy, Yest Y S8y thay Ple hag WEr {0 move g5
2 bod, eshg hat the Legislay, d no T That the jypq
holders lega) Vote, ere th, tures of lature ang
theybad Power 55 Such 8iveto g, LegLsIatu ence it follows
that )¢ neith ple nop the ters haq Pawer to moys only
'Y conseng of € ap 8islatyre Power to
At then ¢, r %as loge b Yercised els as recory

€
Mendatory and nop 5 bmdxng and ¢hyg invohes (he absurduty of

The whole force of the Argumen; that 5 Previous a0 Of the assermby
15 lndlspensable Isto affirm n the Name of the Leglslature asdid the
Holy Alltes theyr ¢ OU shalf po, have 5 onstitygron unless 1t
Pleasyre

€Manateg from our 5o €reign Wil apng

{Tux Waory Propryp Sovergyey ]

If the [oregclng Positiong are weyy t’ouuded they Prove tha tpe
a t a S 2 Politicy} commumt) are
Soverergn as to gmemment and haye 2 night ¢ €Xercise thyy over

0 e
Butup, CORSLilute b, People yy, Aold 4,0 Orereigntyy p 1t the Jega}
Voters the whole body of adul p,, S or all ype Uman p,
tself

ey bemg ndepey,
establish yy O%n rules o to JUalifica o of voters € Question
so circumser peq would pe one of Omvenence and AcQuiescence It
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!
0 nght ) eusteu
’lts ;:nﬂl% of Rewelution o5 apphed o ¢ State of this Unor Vi
Even i the nght of revolutton s conceded 1 what practical form
does 1t exst wnder our institutions? 4
1f by revolution 15 meant overthrowing the exsting government an
setting up another by milutary force this 15 no political nght  In this
form the same nght ewsts to revolutiomze {or monarchy as for
repubhicanismn Tt can only bed natural and physical night the nght
of mumonties 25 well as majonties It ewsts in every despotic or
monarchicat gavernment
Tt was proclumed 1n the Declaration — looking however toa new
source of sovereignty 1n the people A revolution in government not
tike that of 1688 whick was only a revolution in men and dynasties
But m the Amer can system 1n oppositien to the European the
moral was first combmed with the physical and natural nght to resist
oppresson It became a voting as nellasa fightsg mght It s the
nght of the people to alter or to abohsh government and to mstitute
Rew government
The C nfederation of 1777 left the nght of revolution in each State
except so far as limuted by the pledge of perpetual umon and prohubit
g each State from engaging n war without the consent of Congress
The Constituty n of the Umted States went farther It explained and
reduced to practice the nght of change of government recognized 1n
the Decl ration Tt secured the ught of the people peaceably to
assemble and to keep and bear arms Tt feft to them all nghts not
conceded It gave to Congress the po ver of calling forth the militia
1o execute the laws of the Unton suppress msurrection and Tepel
mvason and to dec re war but no State to engage m war unless
wvaded Tt required the Umited States to guarantee to every State
m this U 1on 2 republican form of government and protect each of
them again t mvasion and—on apphication of the legidature ete —
gan t & meshic molence
Rh‘:’:ld e e we are met w th the objects n that the revolution
e Thand though pe fected by votng and legslating yet not
baving been sustawed by miitary foree agamst the ald government
and the threats of the Presudent 1t became rebellson insurrection and
domest wiolence  So that the m ment they gve us the nght of
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The attempt to alarm the South on s pownt 15 absurd Tt 15 por
necessary 1n order to sustain the relation of slavery in the Sta s
where 1t exists to Linut the rights of 5 majority of a free people acd

than does the opposite doctrine

Then Raving established the posttion that the majority ha e the right &
change the form of government what 1s the qualty of this political right?

Power and nght are comvertible terms when the law authorizes the
doing of an act which shall be final and for which the agent 15 not
responsible

The right to evercise 2 Power 1s a consequence of the possession of
the power But mere physical or military power 1s not necessanly
either political right or moral right  The distinction 15 clear between
2 mere right of revolution resting on physical force and a night of 2
majonty to change government 1 the exercse of that political sover
eignty which the majonity of community embodies

In therr capacity as the community

they call the sacred right of revolution as if by that concession
they gave the people all the rights it would do to trust them with
And having conceded this much they malke the nght of revolution
depend upon success and thus resolve the whole night into physical
force

This may be a correct view as applied to recogmtions between
independent governments but how will 1t apply to our congress of
nations called the United Statesp Before the confederation this
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tobeanactof domestic violence then it rests with the president
tocall out the whole mulitary power of the Union tosuppressres olution
1 a single State

The order of the President to call out the muhitts might protect the
stz but the order must issue from the President 1 conformuty to
law and must be executed by officers duly commussioned  through all
the forms of law ot 1t would be no justification  And1f an unreason
able wterference with State rights 1t would never be submutted to
by the zest of the Union to crush a single State

This discretionary power of the President can be nghtly or safely
construed onfy as applying to resistance to State or United States
laws plam msurrection and rebelbon At best 1t 15 a dangerous
power and the most alarming Executive prerogative inoutinstitutions
and public opinion would go far to restrain 1t

But it need not be considered n reference to the Rhode Island
question  However dan erous the power the President did not exer
ase it i any form to mve effect to his constitutional nght of demsion
as to the eusting cause and in any event his acting with ether of
the tv.o Legislatures would deaide nothung as to their constitutional
or legal night and conclude nothing ~ The threat of interference and
of military demonstration may have compelled the people to abandon
the  rther suppost of thewr government but the President did nothing

under the provisions or sanction of the Constitution  All his acts were
private and never consummated

This view has been folloned out to test the practical value of what
13 called the nght of revolution in the people of 2 State of this Union
1t fails and we fall back upon the great conservative nght of the peo-
ple the Amencan doctnne of popular government viz that peaceful
;l;a no«ic!:e; go[vem;nent are provided as the substitute of violence and

Sighi
ey ndia gchfmpk possess over our constitutions control 1n
The r ght s left to th

People in each State peacefully to
!lie powers of go emment whene:  necenany e

ver 1t shall become necessary to

* ::happc\;!ss— and tonstitute new government laymgltslnruida

ho z}zm such prnciples and orgamizy g its power m such form as shall
e seem most hikely to effect their safety and happness This
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Tevolutiop they send tho Presxdent At the heaq of alf ¢, troops of
S 10 suppye, 1t

¢ Uniteq g,

s ph 1¢ Violenc, Comes mogy mportant 1 ghy
Constructop ghts the night ¢, model ang
Femodel 4, titug, Contenq only megy
TeSistance ¢ the g of 2 Stay nd bence ghery

S N0 cage | 1€ violep e Islap, except on the part
of the ment 2Zamst the BEW Ity 10 case of
domesuc ) be,

€ who e ere h
It was nNot 5 Uestion between slayeg and Masterg Subjects and sover
€Igns by bemeen the majont) of the Cllizens ywpy Possessed every
ot S they conlg buy lang of the
ty who held ¢he land andresmctedsuﬂ'mge
was no olence and no g¢¢ done against
Vernmen¢ Untl the peg Constitution g

ex
Iandholders and the Tuner,,
In poine of fact there
€Xisting WS of the Id go
3 In Pont of fact the new Constituron Was adopteq by a majority

of the legal Voters ode Islang
his face o, ers 1t unnecessary to consde, the Question of domesg
Violence 28 appheq to the body of Non voterg na Stage Ionnmga new
govemmen: aside from the action of the
that ¢, €0ple coylq have been restraineq by laws (orblddmz ther
t her qu Stion apg "€ need poy consder jts

1S anothe,
effect €nough that ap the;r acts wera Withip €sting laws unt
n 5 too Iate g0 nterfere
ow 1f eVolution 11 a Stae of this Unson Recessartly iy olyes a

case of domesyye Violence this pgp, of rey ution i5 hetq by the
a Subject ¢, the arbltmry will of the governor

or the Uorum of , legslature of State and the President of the
Uniteq States This “ould ma) . all State nstitutions subservient
f the legislature

are to deternune the firgy nstance Whether 5 ™Movement of qhe
o meste Violence then the 11ght of reyoly

tion 15 made ¢q depeng Upon the Iegxslature This brings back the
Poner subservxenc_y to the Iegl.sl.zture for the legislature

0 QCICISE
Thus f the goy ernor o the legxslature Constrye 5 €ase of rey oy tion
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WALT WHITMAN
REFLECTIONS ON DEMOCRACY!
{ToE WORKDNGS OF DEMOCRACY]!

¢ 15 THE FASTION of & certamn set to assume to despise polities
I and the corruption of parties and the unmanagesbleness of
the masses they look at the fierce struggle and at the battle
of principles and candidates and their v eak perves retreat dismayed
from the neighborhood of such scenes of convulsion  But to our view
the spectacle 1s al ays a grand one full of the most au~ust and sub-
lime attributes  When we think how many ages rolled away while
political action  huch rightly belongs to every man whom God sends
on ea th with a soul and a rational mind was confined to a few great
a dpetty tyrants the ten thousandth of the whole when wesce what
cankerous evils graduall accumulated and how their effect sull
po sons society 15 1t too much 1o feel this joy that among us the
wh le su fore of the body pohtic 1s expanded 1o the sun and air and
eachma feels hus 1ghts and acts them? “or ought any member of
ou Republic to complain as long as the aggregate result of such action
15 what the world sees 1t 13 Do we not behold evolving into hurth
from t the most wondrous nation the most free from tho e evils
which bad go ernment causes the really widest extending possessing
the truest riches of people and moral » rth and freedo from want
ever yet seen aneath the b oad heavens® Weknon well enough
that the & rh ngs of democracy are not afways Justifiable n every
tnvial point - But the g eat winds that pur {y the air and without

bich natu e would f g into rwn — are they to be condemned because
a tree s prostrated here and there in their course?

{Selected from edit mal wntte by Whtmanasedt fth
E g a:p blshed o C Rodgersand | Black o The Bk
OewY ¥ g )]

G ther g {the Force
Aprl 2y
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nght the People haye never Surrendereq but if they haye only the
night of the Strongest nothing 15 &atned over g forms of 8overnment

Tbey may begyyy 8oVernmen, better but »f there 1s 5 mustake and
the Power gets nto the hands of the munonty there 1S 0O remedy Iy
IS0t so  Tpe People haye the night 4, Progress as welf a5 4, begin
The Pyramud doeg not stang Upon the apey but the bage

This ge hold 15 the trye doctrine of Amenican Lberties W, deny
emphatxcall_y that 1 changes of 8overnment the Deople of the Stytes
0 this Ungn hold the sacred night of revolution subject to be
Rangeq g5, treason ,f they failt 7y 15 15 the right of serfs and slayes

8reat polityeq] right Not, Tere physica] night of revolution by foree
which Wheney or resorted to gy be at the ik of alf the Ppenalties
attached to an Unsuccessfy] Tesistance to established authont,

If thep the People of , State are Practically denjeq 4 change by

8overnmen; and ip Practice whateyer may be our theory we are not
2 free people Such 2 conelysyon Proves that the premses from whick
1t folloy,g €annot be we)y foundeq 3

[The oPinton of e Supreme Court gey ered by Chef Justice Roger B
of Court 11 the caga of Martin Luther

an

the C reyy Court Ty OPINION wag pogeq Upon the contengon that Hallett s

Argument wyg Political pgp Judieral the case of ael Luther Assocrate
. tepared

for the Teport ang Opuntons )
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[TrE Mermg, OF Rerogylt

Its AMAZINg 1n thys 3g¢ of the woplg with the Past and ajp gy
€2uses and effecys Lke beacon Lghts behind s that mep show sy
1gnorance not only of the Provinee of 14y, but of the true way 1o
achieye any great reform Why we woulda ¢ gy 5 S1ap for the g9
of the legslalure n forwnxdmg 2 purely mora) resolutiony It mugt
work 1tg #ay through ndividya} munds must sprey,
AUty and mely to the heayyg of men pgy be forceq

the pomnt of the sword or by the staye of the office;

(T Provineg OF Law)
We 8enerally expecy 2 great deal 1o, much of lLay, Al
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My, 1846
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{TrE Orp Wozrip AND Top \Ewj:
Let us ot think becase e 2re ahead of the tyrannicy] 8)stem of
the 014 W or)y that we of the New have ng advance 1 make
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of 3 g loroy wn Peo)



134 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY
[ToE TRUE OFFicE oF GovERMMENT]1?

One of the favorite doctrine of leading Whigs teaches the mtricacy
and profundity of the science of government  Accordmg to them
the most elaborate study and education are required 1n any one who
would comprehend the deep mysteries the hidden wonders of the
ruling of a nation and the controliing of a people Nor 1s this doctriae
confined altogether to the Whigs many 1n our own ranks acknowled ¢
its truth and infer from its premises  We have Democrats and not
obscure ones either who hesitate not to act {whatever they may sa1)
In 2 manner acknowledging assent to the same views Really how
ever the principles that Le at the root of true government are not
hard of comprehenston  The error lies 1n the destre after management
the great curse of our legislation everything 1s to be regulated and
made straight by force of statute  And all this while evils are accumu
lating 1n very consequence of excessive management The true office
of government 1s simply to preserve the rights of each ctizen from
spoliation when 1t attempts to go beyond this 1t 1s intrusn e and does
more harm than good

[AuERICA 8 FUTURE GLORA]!

Thurty years from this date America will be confessed the first
naton on the earth  We of course mean that her power wealth and
the happiness and virtue of her citizens will then obtain a pitch which
other nations cannot favorably compare with Her immense ternton
1s filling up with a rapidity which few eyes among us have realized
And back of what can possibly be filled up 1n fifty years lay enormous
untravelled plains and forests fat of their own riches and capable of
sustaung nations hike the greatest in Europe The mund 1s lost 1
contemplating such incalculable acres and the loer of his race whose
fellowship 15 not bound by an open or dividing Ime yearns that the
degrading starving and ignorant ones of the Old World whatever
and whosoever they are should be transplanted thither where ther
cramped natures may expand and they do honor to the great humamty
they so long have been a blot upon

January 2 1847
November 24 1846
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{Wortp Dmxocx,acv]”

1n robes of darkness and wielding the Instruments of subjection The

few divine spinits there are who
dared royalty even n 1ts own stronghold ang the Pen shows itself
mughtier thap the Scepter The moth eaten ang age-decayed fabnc
of Lingly Zovernment hag been and nox 1s attached on all sides and
by the ablest championg Itisa strong caste 4 structure of the feudal
times yet g enemies are stronger  Long did 5t resist all encroach
ments firmly did 5 defy every besieger loudly from s battlements
came the shnly laugh of defiance and scorn nsolently flaunted its
banners in the breeze By the time )5 arnved when 1t can o longer
withstand the united force of trysp and nught  Tower after tower
falls  The &ates have beep broken 1n and the laugh of defiance 15
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The mind expanded to unlimited concepttons under the consciousness
of a truth which removed all barriers to the progress of geniws talent
mndustry and sctence In theory at least all distinction was annthi
lated except that which arose from mersf and the public mind assumed
a corresponding tone and took a congemal spring in the path of bold
myvestigation and untried research  The action of self government
mfused activity energy and decision into our character whie the
theory of cvil equality nspired a daring of ambtion muved with
virtue that aspired to reach every perfection both of knowledge and
of arms and pluch from the faded escutcheon of feudal Europe the
brightest gems that ghttered in her wreath of martial glory or adomed
her temples of science with the spoils of fame

With such 2 Declaration of Independence with such constitutions
formed on principles purely 1dentical and theoretically 1mparting to
the heart the fondest dreams of perfect hberty blessed with a ferte
sotl a frugal government and a disposition to cultivate happrness or
bow down mnto content 1t 1s not surpnising that a long pertod should
clapse ere the mnconsistences and discrepancies between our theoret
cal constitutions and feudal Jaws and customs should be discovered
exposed and resisted The mere acquisttion of independence the
novelty of an untried condition the glow of fervid patriotism and the
heats of party conflicts would long engross attention and heep t from
too close a scrutiny into the actual condition of the great mass of the
community It was natural that joy and satisfaction should be
mspired upon having escaped some of the ntense oppresstons of
European systems without feeling a restless curtosity to ascertan
whether the abstract doctrines of government had actually been
reduced to practice so as to secure the happiness of the many nstead
of mimistering {0 the benefit of the feu! All advantages and situations
are comparative all advances to knowledge are progressne and all
changes leave the mind 1n tranquillity and repose long after thext
occurrence  But acquisitions soon grow famuliar and when enjoyed
speedily satiate  We desire to go forward i the race of human des
tiny and realize the full conception of happiness that we deem attamn
able to our nature but this desire can only anse after the flush of
conquest and Iiberty has passed over the heart leaving 1t cooled
composed and refreshed by the breezes of reflection and philosaphy
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To be a gentleman and to work were utterly as incompatible a; \;
aspire to rank and possess the faculty of wniting 81 1gnorance of whitl
1n the mddle ages W3S generally confounded with servile labor 1dle
ness the pleasures of the chase and the havoc of war of the penls
of personal combat were then a5 1O¥ connidered as the peculiar occd
pation of the nobles and gentry To be useful was to be degraded
and when we consmder that even wrifing Was considered a disgrace
because 1t required labor W€ may concenne upon what whims of
opim  and customs of tyranny rested the whole system of ranks
tles and distinctions Wnting was thea confined to the lower order
of monks who were termed clerks aterm shichisevenyet considered
derogatory 2s associating ideas of meanness and servility but now
wnting howe er when separated from the last mentioned degrada
yon 15 considered not only creditable but 1s boasted of a8 2 mark of
disticts n and honor which shows upon what frnolous grounds the

ahole system of rank rests To labor for anather even among us of
N L oa

w15 held as disreputable whilst to labor for

fas been cast upon the working cl.se

s
theya ethesla es cexfs orservants or the descendants of that class
stamped with the features of hard toil and hard usage mental 1gnor
ance brutal passion and stnted nounshment their occupalion 15
ssocated with the 1dea of therr condition and because bondage
degrades cramps and degenerates man labot shares 1n the same dis-
grace because 1t 13 2 P 1t of the slave Even in Russiz and other
countries of the present day our own (tn the Southern States) not
excepted labor 15 chuefly confined to the slaves and few toil unless
scourged t the task by their masters The condution of the working
dasses of Great Bntam 1s 1 ttle better than that of the Amencan
oa es ot the Russian serfs of which class they are the descendants
beanng about them all the hereditary hardships toil famine and
1gn rance which habit and tradition reconcile them to endure or

degradation 1t would seem that nothing more was necessary to
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extortion mannn
declares
PUISWIt & 1appiness be a common boon secured to industry by the
equity of her principles and the sumphcity of ker lans

Such are the defects of organic law practical government and
property which are thrown as obstacles into the path of the working
man  In themselyes these are formidable enough to mtimidate the
most ntrepid champion of reform But when are superadded to
these the obstacles of Opton prejudice the long descended prejudice
of antiquity finging the odium of servility upon the head of labor 1t
extorts 2 doubt of success even 1n the very moment 1t excites the soul
to dare all penls i so laudable a tash Antiguity! The word exates
the most pleasing and sublime association but on this subject 1t gives
nse to the most humihating and degrading thoughts Happuly Ans-
totle knew httle of the true principles of political economy and we
may pardon the ignorance of a people on that score whose occupation
Was war and whose recreation was pleasure who spent theur hours 1o
alternate devotion to the muses or sacrifices to their gods!

[Ricnzs or Provucers)

From the earliest epochs of civilized society after its maturity from
the pastoral to the commerctal state the producers of wealth have
with few exceptions and httle vanation been degraded to the conds
tion of slaves serfs vassals or servants and this degradation has even
extended up to the present age In Greece the mechanics and arttsans
with the exceptions of those branches mtimately connected with htera
ture and science such as sculpture and pain g were mostly slaves
The same degrading custom was also peculiar to Rome 1n her first
ages until the practice of manumission and the rewards and honors
decreed to valor 1n the field gradually wore out some of the stam and
lgnominy attempted to be put upon those whose Iives were devoted
to useful labor in the state  All barbarous nations or those Just emerg
ing from the dark era to the twilight of evilization have been remarlk
able for the same confinement of labor to the class that was held i
bondage The Germans the Gauls and the Britons had their serfs
to whom were confined the duties of all servile labor from the drudgery
of the workshop to the more blightsome totls and cares of agriculture
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military vl stock and tanded The enmuty and contrast in all
these cases anse from a legal difference of interest and the active and
passe members of this fraudulent system are cistinetly dmgmle;ll
by the wealth and poterly it difficses  Tn England every sevent
person draws support from the parsh at some perod of hus hie
exclusne of those who submut to musery 1 preference to the humia
ton of asking chanty
Tndependent however of this conclustve authonty upon the subject
1t 15 obvious on the very face of our orgamic laws that 1t was never
designed by the people who framed this government to grant the
power that Law should regulate the distribution of wealth instead of
wdustry T use the term Law as a genenc word embracing all the
detauls that affect the distnibution of wealth such as moneyed corpora
tions chartered monopolies and that endless chain of levers which
move industry to empty her gawns ito the lap of capstal and which
effectually frustrate and defeat the grand object of rational self
go ernment on the basis of .ndividual freedom and personal ment
The distinctive features of the feudal systems of Europe which we
have 1 form and 1 fact essentially repudiated are those of entarls
nobility hiera chy monopol es which are synonymous to the distn
bution of wealth by Law 1nstead of 1ts distnibution by the same power
which 1s alone active 1n 1ts production sndustry and labor Having
shaken off renounced and branded those systems of antiquated bar
bansm and monkish superstition by all the great leading documents
of our nat onal existence we are bound by the highest and most sacred
ties of moral rel gious and political obl gation to bring the condition
{ the people m respect to the wages of labor and the enjoyment of
competence toa level with their abstract political nghts which nghts
unply necessarily the possession of the property they may produce
5 p waples of equity congenial to the equal rights guaranteed by
the rg2 xclaw Tos bstitute Law for the distribution of fabor 1 to
mtroduce the chuef feature of the feudal systems of Europe 1nto the
free self formed and equitable republic of this country and amounts
‘I‘x’l;epv::::\:: 5::1‘ lobie ‘é‘:n:tf{y frs prmcple of the Declration of
utions of the Union and the States

Happdy however for the mtegrty of these mstitutions and the
UMT Y A Fqury niathe P onc le nd
P
U 1ted Stater (Fred ncksb g V' g 4) ppsul 4 Jihe Gonemme of



vestige of bondage anq servituda
annd -

behold country whoge mechan;cs laborers farmers and operatives
are all eligible o the highe + na !
on

&% S Or human destiny  Labor brings
n wer disqualification 10T stigma upon he citizen of the Umted
States 1p 5 Dpolitical Cpacity g nights are confessed recorded
and practiseq honor may be his if geniys seconds his efforts and fame
may be wop by him without restriction of Jaw

complete both 1y, theory ang Practice
Another question hopeyep anses Did the Constitution intend to
Provide for nothing bey ond mere politscal 71ght?  Does not the pehtteal
embrace necessanily the moral equaty 7 Does 1t not declare that
equality 15 the basis of e whole socra] compact and that all laws
and regulations Customs and usages shall bear equallv upon all the
members of the Commumity?  Hence the remarks of 4 celebrated
WIiter upon the Principles of gyr Constitution The 1dle who seel
for wealth by chartenng laws are Wiser than the;r equalising brethren
Law has never been able ¢, Produce an equality of broperty where
industry ewsts but 1t can Produce 3¢5 monopoly  Qyur policy rejects

t1onal as those Jor re e:tabh:lxmg king lords and commons Legal
vealth and heredstary bover are tyygy Principles  These frauds beget
all theparties orfactions of ¢y} soctety suchas Patnician and plebejan
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demag gues to the detnment of theur best mmt;ts lt‘;c ‘sh\cri:::t 2‘(
thewr time and the loss of ther character  Lured on by the
4 patniotism and the hollow promuse of
party the slang of affected pa o derstandin
patronage men have closed their eyesass ell as thewr undelr; ’ gs
to the deception of the game which made use of them and their inter
ests for the sheer and exclusive benefit of an aspinng demagogue
who when hus purpose was obtamed cast the squeezed orange from
tum with undissembled contempt Tt 15 to be hoped this epoch of
delus on 15 rapidly passing into the waste of oblivion never to be
recalled and that the producers of wealth will now be reinforced by
the former deluded followers of faction to second their reforms and
ad them in they Iabors A little reflection and inquiry cannot fal to
prod ce this highly desirable result  Let us provress a hittle further
in this investigation
Personal parties 2re at all times and under all eircumstances highly
dangerous and often prose fatal to the Iiberties of a free people  They
are founded on selfish and n P and abuses
They first lead to the cbscunty of principles and gradually produce
a total obliteration of all the great landmarks which are founded on
the fundamental differences of government and engrasen on the
malienable rights of man  After confound: g in thig manner all
distinctions between nght and wrong Justice and oppression freedom
and bondage they soon tend to beget in the popular mind a total
apathy or indifference to whatever relates to political affars  What
s raducally crroneous or pern cious 1s often glossed over as nght and
adopted by affection or reverence for a name what 15 nefarious 1n
prnaple and even f ightful tn 1ts consequences 15 often welcomed
chenshed and promoted without reflection or mquiry because a
awce gilded with populanty has suggested its performance  Men of
oofl cting views mreconcilable prineiples and ncompetent minds
are huddled together in personal parties for a moment untll some
shoch of inte est severs them wider than e er with embittered am
mosity and  ger vated feelinos or if they cohere after the first
collisio 1t 15 at the inc eased expense of all that 1s worthy of esteem
and admiration m the human character Honesty 15 sacnficed to
evped ency truth to self nterest patriotism to amb tion and public
Virtue to private aggrandizement  Honor and right can never tolerate
such heterog neousassociations The most callous and adroit knaves
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incompatible with that celestial Light which education sheds upon the
mund - Thus 1t 1s that after the shackles of feudal tyranny have been
stricken from us and our equality solemnly proclaimed and acknosl
edged by the torce of nations the very hight which should beam upon
our path to lead us to the temple of truth and justice 15 transformed
to a thunderbolt to shatter and destroy  Even this obstacle bow
ever will prove unavailing and must yield to the force of opimoa
whilst the press remans unshachled and the ballot boes free

It 15 admitted on all hands by the philanthropists of theage that
the condition of society demands amelioration They affect to sym
pathize with the misery and evhort to reform the depravity of man
They call upon the labormg mass to cease therr crime and to study
frugahity yet refuse them education to give them a hnowled ¢ of
virtue and deny them that justice which would resce them from
beggary  The problem lies 1n the nstcersdy of their concern and s
sohved by the pertmacty of therr mjustice By mmposing the com
pulsion to labor for a meager subsistence they have degraded the
minds and obliterated the principles of those upon whom they make
a requisition for qualities which can only belong to intelhgence and
competence If those who labor are already despised they have little
motwve for virtue  If they are oppressed by the extortion of capital
within the narrow confines of Leeping soul and body together
they have as little motive as they have room for economy It
therefore a mere pretense to affect regard for the happiness of society
and at the same time deny the means by wluch alone 1t can be happy
It 1s worse than pretense to say our chidren cannot meet you in
common schools but we will grve you for yoursehesa charity school
we cannot consent to recenve and pay for your labor on principles of
equity but we will provide you a poorkionse to die 1n we cannot agree
to treat you as equals and furmish you education to meet us on equal
terms but we will build penttentrarses 1n which to mearcerate 30U
when you commut erime  This 15 the philanthropy of the age 1t 15
worse than the tyranny of the twelfth century

[soc1ar Positiov oF LABOR]
Nor yet 15 1t the best possible phy sical condition of man that can
make him virtuous and happy  His smoral state controls his destiny
As he 1s treated by society so will he rise or fall 1n the seale of human
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excellence and nfirmity  Contemned despised degraded he srl:dl.s }(;
the lowest level of the brute Respected cherished hono .
becomes ambitious of esteem and aspures 1o excel in all that car;u ers
teputation or extorts applause By the one he becomes happy him
sclf and the source of happiness to others by the other hes dmeen
to degradation and musery and becomes the cause of degradation and
ery to others

mﬂzn tal d stnctions of rank which too frequently extend into
forms and tatles and which have for their basisinjustice and extortion
whick are the adjuncts of nealth and which draw the kne of exclusion
shere labor commences are the cause of all that moral deprawity over
which the pampered man of opulence affects to shed tears of compas-
sion and projects systems of amehoration  When the chuldren of toll
are as much shunned in society as if they were leprous convicts just
emerged from loathsome cells the most pawerful obstacle 1s erected
between them and all that can make them estimable and happy  The
f mily tie of the race 1s snapped asunder and man thus degraded and
oppressed would te less than man if he did not feel enmuty tow rds
his oppressor and view with resentment an arder of things so contrary
to the dictates of justice and humamty so broadly n contradiction
o us politieal nghts and so basely 1n violation of hus equal attnbutes
asaman He eisthe fountain the sacred fountan of all revolutions
th s 1s the point at which nature revolts this s the pomnt to which the
product: e classes have been depressed and at which they now rebel
clamng thewr rights and resolving to attam them not by violence and
bloodshed but through the constitutional channels of action the
press the ballot boves and the power of legislation

[Anss or Lazoz]
1t 152 perversion of the aims of the enlightened advocates of labor
to rep esent that they a e contending for an equalsty of wealth or a
commumty of property  Our object 15 as remote from that as the

eusting ystem of e to tion 1s from justce  Awa
re that there e:
n nature o equality of indust: oy

ry skill strength tale

of the attr butes which are essential to pmduc!gl:m we :n‘ul?l:o: ;dﬂ:l i
<ate an equality of possess ns without comm ting an mfraction of
the nights of others and bewng guwity of that Very mjustice of which
%€ now accuse capiial  Equality of nights to what we produce is not
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equality of Dossession for some Wl prodyce more than others As
15 one of the 8reat Perversiong of our €nemes to brng odrum and

©Pposition Upon oy Cause it 15 Recessary here to mark 5 distinction
Which I shay Ote morg 54 large i ¢, Stcceedyp, Pages
Ity set oyt N Sclentific Prncples grounded o
mathemay,, Precision 54 IS surely thay of the orking men They
are a phylog hical pop t Onomea} Party  They haye gone to
€ fountain e, f Prineiples 4pq dragged forgy Justice from
the Waters of Ve analy zeq € elements of nattona]
wealth Widual by, S they haye detected the erpers of
stablisheq d the injystica of privileged orders

those who Produce ¢ Consmutmg m face though not under the
banne, of an organized Party 5 large Majority of Soctety they have
at lengen discoy ered thay they have heretofore been voting for repre.
Sentatn eg 4, make Japg and for 80Vernars ¢q Suggest and ratify thep
on Princpleg dlrectl) nimica} ¢, their tnduys; Ty Prospenty and ynger
€St nstead of SUPporting Men for those Iigh trysts who il be trye

Practiseq o, them they haye claimeq Dublye *struction for ther
children and haye been aAnswereq by the Sneer of dension op the one
hand and the cry of evolutiop, on the other ¢ IS even pronounced
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mathematiea) Preasion from the present Perverted organization of
t
go;:e::’::mmon and sound objection to all Preexisting parties that
they are MEICnary persona) and selfish bmger.ng entirely ypon the
exchange of Places by successful gyey defeated Ppolttiuang not op,
¥thout regard 1o Tent i men op truth and jygt;ee R principles by
most !requendy IR utter defiance of all the ygyy) CAUSeS of rations)
Dreference of men and pubhe tests of benest ¢, the CoMmonwely},
What 2 splendid contrast does gh Party of the 3y orking Mep Present
Tt must bemmero!mun

By why, title found, mn
ongina} Proprietors of land
Princely dormungp,

a Quently conf, by the pmpnetary
aga;m becommg @ Purchasey from Possession the

de;

But eyen thy ond burchase from the 8norany Savage t
less vajg and bmdmg d while 5y Stnkingly dlustry ge e::x:olg
and gujje o e party 1t she 8 colors the I meang
which Cupidity ,, ‘Opts ¢, !gnorance an t ve,
ignerance the fou.ndanon of a gy, which 5 Presumeg ¢ Style Jlu:y

or 15 4y thiy the Scope 1 reagon and tp, Stingts and
Phncpleg of Our natyre thatg for, sel 'S and b ed thng, ts
should g a just DPurchy for the sta; .

sy lvang
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But even 1, frail tenyre Was nominal ypgy the acquisition hag been
sealed by the blood of those Proprietors the hapless Indians whose
tenure w5 the gift of Go

worth a groas Yet ths 5 the foundation of most of our inequality
of fortune this anq the public funded debt

Ofa character gy €0 more unjyst 5 the funded debt of this perve ted
country and ytq abusedmnstify rn o

Pyvoa—

ha v M€ detnment of labor and erect
cu brivileges anq classes subversive of hberty  Yet so it
Proved Diditgo g thepoonete nk

officers apq greedy capitahists ang , “ Bty speculators of the arm)y and
of the Eovernment 1, “as adopted ) a full knowledge that yt
never eould reach the soldier by must mmediatel, 8o to form 2
money ed anstocracy apg the fundeq debt nag created by those mme-
diately nterested 1 s creation by those who had bought up the
soldier s certificates for 5 song! Here thep we b h 14 f
the landeq and funded -
caprtalt What laboy or
such enemyesp The lan £ ¢ L those who neyer perhaps
Sawat and the funded deby to thos,
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it 1 utterly snconsistent wth the spit of the age and tepugnant to
the dictates of 2 beral and anaffected philanthropy

{Anus oF THE ASERICAN RevoroTioN]

As soon therefore 35 the first generation that had emgrated tad

passed away and with them the shachles and prejudices of education

diately
ad fallen off the American Reolut on commenced ROT 1M
1m acts of eppugnation of deeds of violence and bloodshed butin the

‘more rational and digmfied investigation of the tenure of royal power
and the mjustice of coercive government without the |ngred|§r‘\\s of
voluntary compact or express Tep! tation Hawing

{hus equality of nghts and necessity of representation the war of the
Re clution commenced and finally € -entuated 1n the recognition of
the principles contended for that alt have equal rights and that the

delegated mass of those nghts by compact ‘forms the only just and
free government

The object gamned was sublime and maguii

centin the Tughest degree
But 1t 15 the weakness of human reason to relax 1ts vigor the moment
1t hasacquired a conguest The ve

ry hour we established the principle
of equal tyand the fact of nomnal politecal independence we submutted
to 1l the § rms usages and trappings of the oid gothic monarchies
whose deformity we detested and whose oppressions W€ had cast off
The contradiction howener astomshung 1t may appear to us did not
seem to be percer ed by the worthies of 1776 whose attention was
entirely engrossed by magn numous 1deas of augmented friendship
sth those nations whose notions of government and clums of power
we had just exploded 1n the best Bood of our bravest sons  Thus
what we gamed m p ncrple wel stin practice and opened our arms
sdet recene the lags customs manners fashtons morals literatu ¢
o ts science and manufactures of ou defeated enemy 1In doing this
we luntanly became dependentm fact whilewep d 1
1o be independent mn theory and i virtue of the theory we became
reconciled to eve y custom that could possibly operate agamnst its
realizat on  Reason and the gemus of our mstitutions directed us to
follow n oppos te course  Governments to be sustained and perpet
wated must be £ Nowed up by manners fashions customs and laws

congenual 1o thewr peculta primcaples ot they become degenerated
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But even that frail tenure was nomynal untul the acquisition had been
sealed by the blood of those proprietors the hapless Induns who ¢
tenure was the g1ft of God consecrated by the fiat the sacred fiat
and the bleeding necessities of nature  Nation after nation of defense-
less Indians must be immolated before even the gift of the king was
worth a groat 1y et this 1s the foundation of most of our mequahty
of fortune this ang the public funded debt

Of a character ey en more unjust 1s the funded debt of this perverted
country and its abuseqd nstitutions The funding of the poor soldier s
Pay earned during the horrible trials of our Revolution could scarcely
have been expected to contribute to the detriment of labor and erect
customs privileges and classes subversive of Iiberty  Yet so 1t

officers and greedy capitahists and hungry speculators of the army and
of the government It was adopted with a full knowledge that 1t

prodigals and the €conomy of the beggars
economy I must confess appears to me not Jless a strange one than
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classes to mux wyp and converse wth the more cultivated polished
and refined ¢ ignorance and Tudeness are made the pretest for a
Separation of classes and 5 distinction of ranks remove the causes and
let the barpiers of separation be broken dopy by the Omnipotent ey o
of intellect a¢ least so far ag congental know ledge spreads ber influence
over the mund of the Community and asstmilates 1 5 bond of brother
hood those g repellent Prejudices whyeh sunder map from map as
of an amyma) of anather species whose 2pproach was ncompatble

exf
s the $pontanegys bomage of applause 14
Y vy

UStry energy and
Intellect Tave map strugghng wyl, the storms of fate
2 spectacle of the sublime which Ly,

dles Unn ersy] 2pplayset Whilse
enervated 8randeur o its throne of state or bed of roses
Iittle other €motion thay bity and contempt Ag,y 1S mind thyy
€ Min we haye but to Ccombipe ntellect v, T and the g
of equal happinegs 15 completeq teach those who to))
and tofl w} o ! nger be ge, ding however humble however

Tosome Constmmatyon of 2ep
But fet ;¢ be remeny T

which subscquenlly 2rose were
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perverted and turned from their onginal end and spint  The manners
of 2 people under a monarchy ought to be the reverse of those unders
republic and vice versa But we were willing to adopt a democracy
and at the same time cherssh all the appendages peculiar to a mon
archy and the consequence now 1s that while the government 1
republican society 1n 1ts general features 15 as regal as 1t 15 m England
The tendency of so unnatural a state of things 1s twofold esther the
government must tend to reform the people to simphaity or the vices
of the people must result 1n detertorating the government It 1s like
a watch constructed partly of ewels and partly of metal the attntion
wears out the latter because 1t 15 the softer substance and a generel
derangement of the whole machine 15 the consequence

The Revolution of 1776 therefore 1s I contend not yet fully
accomphshed and all that part which relates to moral changeremains
tobe effectuated that of 1776 merely beng a polstical one aseparation
of governments without such a separation of manners as 1s necessar)
to give the former permanence and full effect

[CurturaL INDEPENDENCE]

The mportance of having the habits and manners of a people
correspond to their government has never been duly appreciated by
American statesmen for 1t extends even to that system of manufactures
which recewves the name of Amerrcan as a sign of pre-emunence Our
manners and habits should all conduce to happmess sunphaty and
mdependence! TITLES should be totally abolished and personal dis
tinctions reduced so as to admut of easy access to all  Forms pomp
grandeur luxury and €xpense on a magmficent scale ought to be
discouraged  What 1s called good saciety 1s a regal fungus upon
our social system engendered by a desre to mutate foreign luxunes
In this regard we have not yet commenced our American revolution
The whole field lies widespread before us Let 1t not be imagned that
I am mmucal to good breeding refinement hterature taste all that
ease and pohish which renders socal ntercourse the charm of Ife I
am only immical to the exclusie assumption of good society by
the richand the vain the stockholders and the idle It should be the
amm of a genuine philanthropy to impart the benefits of good breeding
to all the members of the human famuly of practicable  This may be
done by diffusing the blessings of education by qualifying the worling



STEPHEN Snpsos, 157
ltivated polished
th and converse With the more ¢y
dadss::ﬁ:’edml'f"xgnomnce and rudeness gre made the Pretext !or:
sa:pamxon of classes and 5 distinction of ranks remoye the causes an

intellect brave map ¢
2 spectacle of the sublime €S ums erga) 2pplauset Whals
enervated grandeur op )i theone of State or bed of

httle other €motion thay, pit;

umble or |, 'WEVer poor

0s0me thyg on of a ey}, age 3appmrvxsxon.:ry

But Jet ¢ be remembereq at one Peniod a) e lmpm\cmenu
which sybg, uen;

Y arose were adjudged mposgibla Time ang mind
are the creatorg of by destrny which accomp) Te

n des
ades ang Produce revolutigng that only fap to astonish

because they
enhghtey

Tt 15 onyy under the dark ang bush Policy of silence that abuses cap
epect to continye etortion ¢, Ve capita] to } Tate ang
Tonopoly 14 ¢, d the Bibje locked UP 1 3 deagq langys
and sqep, ystified 1t bemg of the upper 'Pproack
able to g, Ple a, and p, esterafy would e world
with g Seepter of ron e the uls ag well €S of (he
People 1p tterna) ude Ty, effort of Apital ang €T 1S alwayy
on the 5ide of pl njust;
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nght the people have never surrend »1 -
nght of the

They m. eit 1s 3 mustahe and
the power§, .. o tue hands of the mmnonty there 1s no remedy It
isnot 5o The people have the nght to progress as well as to begin
The pyramud does not stand upon the apex but the base

This we hold 15 the true doctrine of Amencan hberties  We deny
emphatically that in changes of government the people of the States
i this Union hold the sacred night of revolution  subject to be
hanged for treason if they fal! Ths is the nght of serfs and slaves
American atizens claim a hugher sight unahienable and practialasa
great pohtical night  Not a mere physical nght of revolution by force
which whenever resorted to must be at the nisk of all the penalties
attached to an unsuccessful resistance to estabhshed authonty

If then the people of a State are practically denied a change by
resolution and can get no change without the previous consent of
the legislature the Jegislature and not the people are sovereign n
government and i practice whatever may be our theory we are not
a free people  Such a conclusion proves that the premises from which
1t foliows cannot be well founded *

3The opiion of the Supreme Court delvered by Chief Justice Roges B
Tapey sustamned the decision of the Crremt Court in ihe case of Martin Luther
vs Borden ef ol and remanded the case of Rackael Luthe vs Borden efaf to
the Creemt Court The apuaton was based upon the conteation that Hallett
argument was pohtical not judicial In the case of Rachacl Luther Associate
Justice Levt Woodbury prepared a dissents g opinton See 48 U § Rep &5 1
for the report and opamens }



9
WALT WHITMAN
REFLECTIONS ON DEMOCRACY!
[THE WORRINGS OF DEesoCRACY]

115 788 FASHION of & certain Set to assume to despise pohities
and the rorruption of parties and the unmanageableness of
the masses they look at the fierce struggle and at the battle

{ principles and candidates and their v eall nerves retreat dismayed
from the nexghborhood of such scenes of convulsion  But to our view
the spectacte 1s al -ays a grand one full of the most august and sub
fime attnbutes When we think how many ages rolled away while
poltical action  hich rightly belongs to every man whom God sends
an eatth with 2 soul and a rational mind was confined to a few great
and petty tyrants the ten thousandth of the whole when we see what
cankerous e-ls pradualhy accumulated and how thewr effect sull
poisons soc ety 15 1t oo much t feel this joy that among us the
whale su face of the body pol t ¢ 15 expanded to the sun and arr and
each man feels Tus 1 hts and acts them? \or ought any member of
our Republict complain as long as the aggregate result of such action
1s what the world sees 1t 15 Do we not behold evolving into busth
fom 1t the most wo drous nation the most free from those ewils
which bad gover ment causes the really widest extending possessing
the truest niches of people and moral worth and freedom from want
€161 yet seen aneath the broad heavens? Weknow well enough
that the worlangs of democracy are not always justifizble 1n every
twial pont  But the great winds that punfy the ar and without

which nature would flag mto rum — are they to be condemned because
tree is prost ated here and there in their course?

[Selected from editonals wntte by Whitm a5 edy
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night the people have never surrendered but if they have only the
night of the strongest nothimng 15 gamed over old forms of government

They may begin government better but if there 15 a mustale and
the power gets into the hands of the munonty there 1s no remedy It
1snot so  The people have the right to progress as well as to begin
The pyramd does not stand upon the apex but the base

Ths we hold 15 the true doctrine of Amenican libesties  We deny
emphatically that in changes of government the people of the States
m this Union hold the sacred night of revolution subject to be
hanged for treason if they failt This is the night of serfs and slaves
American citizens claim a higher nght unalienable and practical asa
great political nght  Not a mere phystcal nght of revolution by force
which whenever resorted to must be at the nisk of all the penalties
attached to an unsuccessful reststance to established authority

If then the people of a State are practically dented 2 change by
revolution and can get no change without the previous consent of
the legislature the Jegislature and mot the people are sovereign 1n
government and 1n practice whatever may be our theory weare not
a free people  Such a conclusion proves that the premises from which
it follows cannot be well founded

3(The opinion of the Supreme Court delivered by Chief Justice Roger B
Taney sustasned the decision of the Ciseunt Coust 1n the case f Martin Luther
vs Borden of 6! and remanded the case of Rachael Luther vs Borden etdl (o
the Ciremt Court The opinion was based upon the co tention that Halletts
argument was political not judicial In the case of Rach ¢l Luther Assoqate
Justice Levi Woodbury prepared a dissenting opinion See 48 U S Reports 1%:4
for the report and opinions |
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then Ve think so from two stmple facts  Ones that the great body
of workingmen are more powerful and more enhghtened now than
they were n those days  The other 15 that there 18 & Tighty and
restless energy throughout the length and breadth of this nation
for going onward to the very verge with our expenment of popular
freedom

{DExoCRATIC SUCCESS]

From the days of Washmgton the course of the Democratic Party
has been a course of success and tnumph  We do not mean that our
party has succeeded I every dlection because there ar¢ Very m2any
mmor contests and some of vast importance in whick the Consena
trses—under their vanous names—carned the day But we mean to
s2y that our prenciples have advanced wath a steady and sure progress
Every year has added something to ovr pohtical or commercial knowl
edge and decrtased thus the hopes of the mare iihiberal among us by

- * % ma candid and well wmishing
e

od and
dmmution of the bad that we find the auguries ot tne 1 tute  The

Democracy must stall succeed  Eaen the intell gent Whigs will prob-
ably acknowledge this and with 1l their distrust of the common
people a d of the integnity and teligence of the masses will hardly
50 degrade their own yudgment as to deny the hikelihood of those
masses and the party they attach to wielding political sway 1n the
aggregate  Such thoughtsa these are wall to dwell upon the lover

Fhus fell ws and of the serene princaples of politieal truth w 1} always
find joy and encouragement 1n ther

(xn Tee Best Govemsuest 15 Tuar Wmen Govesns Least B
Und:?‘:m :mtb the people expect 0o much of the government
oy wea)‘:h ::1 oh:gan\ml\on and even to a great extent as things are
e Borerat P‘}:‘x;ess of the eitizens could hardly be touched by
b overar umu«;h ne) ther be retarded nor advanced  Afen must
tve bodhes o ad e{?\h‘fm dand t;ot look ]tln presidents and legisla

o 2nd naturally rich country the best
& ;n;!jtn;‘l’ndeed s that which g verns least ry

Iy 6 84



130 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

[THE STRENGTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY]

The democracy of this country never can be overthrown  The true
democratic spirit 1s endued with mmmortal life and strength  Our
star gltters far above clouds may now and then pass under 1t but
there 1t shines undimmed and untouched and there it will shine when
the factions who decry 1t wath all that belongs to them shall be
remembered as the creatures of a day and the offspring of corruptton
Nor can the Democratic Party become essentially corrupt either
For true democracy has within 1tsélf a perpetual spring of health and
punity  Inits very nature it 1s at war with all selfishness and wicked
ness It tempts no man or body of men with sinecures or swelling
salanies On the contrary 1its defenders often have to bear odium and
reproach they are the marhs at which wealthy insolence and super
cthous pride level many an arrow  The leading spinits of the demo-
cratic fath are alaays in advance of the age and they have therefore
to fight against old prejudices The contest they engage 1 does not
call for brute courage but moral courage — courage that can stand
unappalled and without giving up the hate of enemues the lukewarm
ness of fnends the ndicule and malice of many a fippant popinjay
who thinks himself of better clay than ordinary men Why what had
Jefferson the Columbus of our political faith to encounter? If we
are to beheve the chromicles of the past he underwent duning what
was called the reign of terror the most provohmg indigmtes both
personal and political  Leading Republicans were at that time taunted
and hooted at mn the streets No one we have the authonty of Jeffer
son himself for saying can realize the afficting persecuttons and
insults they had to brook amud that gloomy period the admmstration
of the older Adams But resting on theiwr own stanch manly hearls
and defended by the breastplate of a nghteous cause they faltered
not Throwing to the winds all fear they came out before the peaple
incessantly teaching and expounding their doctrine and openly pro
claiming the falseness and injustice of thewr opponents creed For
therr opponents had a creed  The result was that they triumphed
And zeshall tumph  We stand here the inhenitors of their principles
and opposed to the same foe — the foe of equal nghts  Democracy
rmust conquer agamn as 1t did then —and more certainly than 1t dud

# November 7 2846
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{Tue Menop of Rerorst]

Itis amszng 1 this age of the world with the past and all ats
causes and effects like beacon lights bebind us that men show such
sgporance not only of the province of law but of the true way to
achieve any great reform  Why we wouldn t give a snap for the aud

f the legwlature i forwarding a purely moral revolution! It must
work ats way through indwidual runds - Tt must spread from its own
beauty and melt mto the hearts of men not be forced upon them at
the powt of the sword or by the stave of the officer

{Tue Province oF Law}’

e generally expect a great deal toomuch of aw  Afterall govemn
raent does not exercise any thing like the influence for good or for ewl
over us that e are apt to ymagine  We have grown n the way of
restimg on 1t to do many things which ought to be done by mdividuals
and of makung it answer for much that society alone (f r government
and soctety are dustinet) 1s wn truth the responsible author of  Ah no
man can be readier than we to unite 1n behalf of a true measure to
pretent crime or to reform 1t where 1t has once been allowed to get
headway But we vould hunt immaerality 1n 1ts recesses in the di
wdual heart and geapple wath it there & £ nol by daw Ve would
direct our blows at the s bstance not the shadow

{0V Coxpuision 1x GovERNMENT]

There 15 not a greater fallacy on earth than the doctrine of Joceas
applied 1 go emnment  We of course aflude to the physical not
moral { rce-~to compulsion as it may be called though 1t very
seldom compels the effect 1t desires Everybody knows the old para
dox that & Intle 1s greater than much ~ So 1t frequently 15 m laws
Multiply taws co fuse the people ruled by 2 legion of entangled
statutes a d theres not near as much harmony (the aim of all good
government) as though laws were fow simple and generalt ¥

March 8 848

March 7 836

N oemde 3 g4



132 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY

One pont however must not be forgotten — ought to be put before
the eyes of the people every day and that 15 although government
can do Iittle positive good to the people 1t may do an smmense deal of
karm  And here 1s where the beauty of the Democratic pnnaple
comes in  Democracy would prevent all this harm It would have
no man s benefit achueved at the expense of his neighbors It would
have no one s nights infringed upon and that after all 1s pretty much
the sum and substance of the prerogatives of government How
beautiful and harmonious a system! How 1t transcends all other
codes as the golden rule 1n its brevity transcends the ponderous
tomes of phlosophic lore! While mere politicians 1n their nasrow
minds are sweating and fuming with their complicated statutes this
one single rule rationally construed and applied 15 enough to form
the starting pomnt of all that 1s necessary wn government fo make no
more laas than those useful for preventing o man or body of men from
nfringing on the rights of other men

{GoverMuENT No MEeDPLER]

It 1s only the novice 1n political economy who thinks it the duty of
government to make 1ts aitizens happy  Government has no such
office  To protect the weak and the minonty from the impositions of
the strong and the majority to prevent any one from positnely
working to render the people unhappy (if we may so expressit) todo
the labor not of an officious intermeddler 1n the affairs of men but of
a prudent watchman who prevents outrage — these are rather the
proper duties of a government

Under the specious pretext of effecting  the happiness of the whole
community nearly all the wrongs and intrustons of gosernment have
been carned through The legislature may and should when such
things fall 1n 1ts way lend its potentral weight to the cause of virtue
and happness but to legislate in direct behalf of those objects 15
never available and rarely effects any even temporary benefit Indeed
sensible men hate long seen that the best government s that which
governs least  And we are surpnised that the spint of this maum 1s
not oftener and closer to the hearts of our domestic leaders

¢Apnil 4 1846
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{THE OLD WORLD AND TRE New]®
et us not think. because we are ahead of the tyrannical system of
the 0ld World that tce of the New have no advance to make Every
season indeed witnesses a great onward moyement even now Some
twenty years suce and the doctrine of umversal sufirage was a !\);3::
and dangerous doctrme 1n the eyes of many who thought they yiel
to none in their democracy In Leggetts time he was persccuted
and read out for danng to question the mfallbihty of banks and
hugh tanff Yet what has the progress of a few tirdng suns done
toward opening the munds of men 1o receive these heresies! In less
than twenty years from this time we venture to predict with every
assurance of safety the nation will find boldly promulgated i ats
mdst and supported by numerous and powerful advocates notions
of law government and soual custom as different from the present
day a5 Leggett s and Jeflerson s to those of past ages  We must be
constantly pressing onward every year throwing the doors wider and
wider and cartying our experiment of democratic freedom to the very
verge of the haut
‘The old and moth-eaten systems of Europe have had their day and
that evening of their enstence which 1s ngh at hand wll be the token
f a gloraus dawn for the down trodden people He ¢ we have
planted the standard of freedom 2nd here we will test thecapacities
of men for self-government  We will see whether the law of happiness
and preservation upon each mdividual acting directly upon himself
‘be not a safer dependence than musty charters and time-worn preroga
tives of tyrants  Doctrines that even now are scarcely breathed
innovat ons which the most fearless hardly dare propose openly
systems of policy that men would speak of at the preseat day n the
low tones of fear for very danger lest they might be scouted as warse
than Robesp ernan re ofutiomsts—that hackneyed bug bear theme
wiach has never been presented 1n ats faimess to the people of thy
:‘;pc‘::;:wm “‘;X‘:;“‘s" °ldl\m= see the light here and meet the
that mm";‘:ﬁ o m"h“:;‘ f\:]“p_\bt practieal play  Nor let us fear
t we enjoy of freedom was in the

beginmng but an expenment  We ha
by the phantom @ have been long enough inghtened

leading strings of the past let us dare to know that we are out of
July 8 it
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[Tie TRUE OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT]Y

One of the favonite doctnine of leading Whigs teaches the intncacy
and profundity of the science of government According to them
the most elaborate study and education are required 1n any one who
would comprehend the deep mystertes the hidden wonders of the
ruling of a nation and the controlling of a people  Nor 1s this doctrne
confined altogether to the Whigs many 1n our own ranks acknowledge
1ts truth and mfer from its premises We have Democrats and not
obscure ones exther who hestate not to act (whatever they may say)
m a manner acknowledging assent to the same viens Really how
ever the principles that lie at the root of true government are not
hard of comprehension  The error hies in the desire after management
the great curse of our legislation everything 1s to be regulated and
made straight by force of statute  And all this while ewals are accumu
lating 1n very consequence of excessive management The true office
of government 15 simply to preserve the nights of each atizen from
spoliation when 1t attempts to go beyond this 1t 1s intrusive and does
more harm than good

{Auerica s Furure Grory]!

Thirty years from this date America will be confessed the frst
nation on the earth  We of course mean that her power weaith and
the happiness and virtue of her aitizens will then obtan a pitch shich
other nations cannot favorably compare with Her immense terntor
1s filling up with a rapidity which few eyes among us have realized
And back of what can possibly be filled up 1n fifty years lay enormous
untravelled plains and forests fat of their own riches and capable of
sustatng nations Ithe the greatest in Europe The mnd 1s lost 1n
contemplating such ncalculable acres and the lover of his race whose
fellowship 15 not bound by an open or dividing line yearns that the
degrading starving and 1gnorant ones of the Old World whatever
and whosoever they are should be transplanted thither where thewr
cramped natures may expand and they do honer to the great humanity
they so long have been a blot upon

1 January 2 1847
1 November 24 1846
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[WorLp DEsrocracy]®

Ran 15 not druntk 10 more eagerly by the pasched earth than the
ears of men for the past fifty years have hstened to those doctrines
that would mncrease thewr political rights and that teach improvement
wr governing  The progress of this democratic yearning for a better
state bids fair to place the American people twenty years hence--by
elevating humantty ttself and disregarding mere wealth and ctrcum
stances by a wholesome pruning of too much and too meddiesome laws
~as far beyond what they now are as what they now are 15 beyond
what they were seventy yearsage There must be conttnual additions
to our great expermment of how much liberty society wall bear And
not only here on our own beloved soit 15 this democratic feelng
wnfusing 1tself and becoming more and more powerful The lover of
his race he whose good wall 1s not bounded by a shore or a dwsion
hine looks across the Atlantic and exults to see on the shores of Euroe
a restless dissatisfaction sprerd @ 2

“ struments of subjechion  The
ap UL lron rule is passing away A few divine spirits there are who
dared royalty even in its own stronghold and the Pen shows ttself
mmghtier than the Scepter The moth eaten and age-decayed fabne
of kingly government has been and now 1s attacked on 11l sides and
by the ablest champions It 1s a strong caste a structure of the feudat
times ) et its enemmes are stronger  Long did it resist all encroach
ments firmly did 1t defy every besteger loudh from its battlements
came the shrll laugh of defiance and scorn tnsolently flaunted 1ts
banners 1n the breeze  But the time 1s arnved when it can no longer
withstand the umted force of truth and might Tower after tower
falls The gates have been broken 1 and the laugh of defiance 1s
changed to a disturbed look of apprehension  The citadel itself even
now yields to a hundred lusty blows — and the penod will ere many
years be here when every vesbige will be swept anay!

October 8 1846
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{WorLp Druocracy]®

Ran 15 not drunk 1n more eagerly by the parched earth than the
ears of men for the past fifty years have hstened to those doctrines
that would mcrease their palitieal nights and that teach smprovement
s governing  The progress of this democratic yearming for a better
state bids fair to place the American people twenty 3ears hence—b)
elevating humanty itself and disregardimng mere wealth and arcum
stances by a wholesome pruning of toomuch and too meddlesome laws
~as far beyond what they now are as what they now are 15 beyond
what they were seventy yearsago There must be continual addittons
to our great experiment of how much hberty sotiety will bear And
not only here on our own beloved sol 15 this democratic feehng
infusing itself and becormng more and more pawerful The Jover of
his race he whose good will 1s not bounded by a shore or a diviston
hne looks across the Atlantic and exults to see on the shores of Europe
a restless dissatisfaction spreading wider and wider every day Long
enough have priesteraft and Lingeraft stalled over those lands clothed
1n robes of darkness and wielding the instruments of subjection  The
age of 1ron rule 1s passing away A few divine spints there are who
dared rayalty even 1 its own stronghold and the Pen shous itsell
mightier than the Scepter The moth eaten and age decayed fabnc
of kingly government has been and now 15 attacked on all sudes and
by the ablest champions Tt 15 a strong caste a structure of the feudal
times yet its enemies are stronger Long did 1t restst all encroach
ments firmly did 1t defs every besieger loudl from its battlements
came the shoill laugh of defiance and scorn nsolenthy flaunted ats
banners 1n the breeze  But the time 1s arrived when it can no longer
withstand the united force of truth and mught Tower after tower
falls The gates have been broken in and the laugh of defance 1s
changed to a disturbed look of apprehension  The citade! stself even
now ytelds to a hundred lusty blows —and the pertod mall ere many
years be here when every vestige will be saept anay!

October 8 1846
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STEPHEN SIMPSON
POLITICAL ECONOMY AND THE W ORKERS!

e TEORY of political economy at the present day and from
the pen of an Amenican may by some be conudered as a bold
20d hazardous undertahing Adventure and peril however are

the charactenstics of out country Its physical features are stamped

with an energy and grandeur that mvite to imtation  Its moral

Tustory and sts political career are equally distinguished for peril of

achievement and novelty of executton  We are confessed 10 have

achueved asanation what noother people would ever have attempted

The career of iteflect of science and of arts Liesin broad characters

before us and 1t may surely be permutted o the most humble aspirant

t02dd to the common stock of knawledge and of happiness

Tt has been left to the people of the United States to present to the
world for the first ime a self formed government whose baus was
estabhished 1 the equal nghts of man awvil equality and common
pn dleges and whose end was the general prospenity virtue and hap-
piness of the people  The Deck of Amencan Indep e was.
the first formal annunciation to the world that all men were born
equally free with equal clums to the pursmt of happmess and with
unabenable nghts to self-government This truth once procumed
fashed conviction on every mind It became an obvious and self
evident axor the moment 1t was uttered 1t was receved by all dis
puted by none and now constitutes a maum 1n government as well
23 philosophy which every peaple pant to reduce to practice as the
only r ad to liberty reason afifuence and fehity

Notlung more Was required than such a bass of government to
de elop the full power and cultivate to the utmost perfection the
buman mtellect There was a grandeur a noble exaltation 1 the
very dea that gave to every man hus full altiude and dimensions

Fom TheWork g8 3 ol NewTheory f Political Ece
Princ § § P oduch onomy on the
D‘S“‘f'ﬂ‘m! g STTA:&‘;{ ok st phe 8y e

E
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{\atre PROVIDES PLESTIFULLY)
T skt bservation wil satisfy the most prejudiced and
shebest © 1 sypplied the industry
¢ behold a demon
on of the fact 1 every loun ey object of mag
:u\;“mce every refinement of pleasure every waste of rot and sensu
ahty every monument of pride every display of vanity esery gor
geous decoration of wealth power and ambiion Ve behnld the
proof in the ford of ten thousand acres tortured on his sick couch by
the agamies of repletion whilst the laborer famuhes at hus gate we
behold 3t 1n the luxurious capialist swelling with the overweening
pride of overpampered opulence whilst the hearts that labored to
‘produce hus wealth shiver and fant with msery and want or drag out
a protracted hie of endless torl blasting existence bv the despair even
of a bart ¢ mpetence But unfortunately for the buman famuly this
abundance of nature zad this industry of man are ahke unavaiing 1o
s happiness  What God has spread before us as the reward and the
property of him whose labor shall bring 1t 1nto use government
unjust despotic proud all-gra pung government has ordaned shall
belong to those who never labor and for whose exclusive benefit the
faborer shall to for ever Thus do human institutions founded on
tyranny or perserted from thewr ongmal prinaples of justice destroy
and arcumvent the beneficence of heaven or where those mnstitu
1 bs are congenil to equity customs and usages devolved from a
on ¢ age and 2 different governtnent wrest the fruit of industry from
the mouth of labor and heap 1t 1n the overflowing storehouse of the

patron s land proprietary of the m narch whase royal charter super
seded the decrees of justice and the laws of natute

{Sources or InequALITY)

From one extremty to the other of this vast Union the ongn or
the ¢ nquest emansted from England The Toyal charters of the
British monarchs form the first tutle to most of the sad of the United
States Here we discover at one view the entire ongin of those

qual landed estates which even m thys country have reduced the
mdustn us agneulturalist to the degradat on of 2 mere vassal to some
suver affluent and sdle patroon and which 1n the best effects they
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The mund avn nd 4
of a truth
windustry a o iie  in theory at least all distinction was anmiy
lated escept that which arose from merst and the public mind assumed
a corresponding tone and took a congenzal spring 1n the path of bold
mvestigation and untried research  The action of self government
mfused activity energy and decision mto our character while the
theory of cvil equahity inspired a daring of ambition mixed with
virtue that aspired to reach every perfection both of knowledge and
of arms and pluck from the faded escutcheon of feudal Europe the
brightest gems that ghttered in her wreath of martal glory or adorned
her temples of science with the spouls of fame

With such a Declaration of Independence wath such constitutions
formed on principles purely dentical and theoretically imparting to
the heart the fondest dreams of perfect libertv blessed with a fertile
soil a frugal government and a disposttion to cultivate happrness or
bow down 1nto content 1t 1s not surpnising that a long period should
elapse ere the inconsistencies and discrepancies between our theorett
cal constitutrons and feudal laws and customs should be discovered
exposed and resisted The mere acqusitton of independence the
novelty of an untried condition the glow of fervid patriotism and the
heats of party conflicts would long engross attention and heep 1t from
too close a scrutiny wto the actual condtton of the great mass of the
community It was nmatural that joy and satisfaction should be
mspired upon having escaped some of the intense oppresswons of
European systems without feeling a restless curiosity to ascertamn
whether the abstract doctrines of government had actually been
reduced to practice so as to secure the fappusiess of the many nsfead
of tminstering to the benefit of the few! All advantages and situatians
are comparatine all advances to hnowsledge are progressive and all
changes leave the mind mn tranquility and repose long after their
occurrence  But acquisitions soon grow famuibar and when enyoyed
speedily satiate e destre to go forward n the race of human des
tiny and realize the full conception of happiness that we deem attain
able to our nature but this desire can only anse after the flush of
conguest and liberts has passed aver the heart leaving 1t cooled
composed and refreshed by the breezes of reflection and philosaphs
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t ought to mix
\hat ought 1o be synonymous duties tha!
rom * attuned when both are atcox:

tohe permitted to intetieit
¥ 1 ¢ the very commencement of the governuie Jr
A that 1t was for the
of that monazchy and

erecting 2 throne on e U

but I should rather
sefer this abuse to blnd admiration than to dehiberate treason to

PP cupidity 102 anstocracy rather than to the
frenzied designs of msatiable ambihion
Tn 1tself or 1ts consequences the funding system of all the perversions
of this equitable government 15 especaally oppressie to the chuldren
of tbor  Tf 1t ded ot create @ Bsca) mecesnity a1 at Jeasy afforded 2
plausible pretext for the banking system that frustful mather of
unutterable afict on to the sons of industry which brought us atone
fatal step into the vostex of Enghsh anstocracy overgrown fortunes
and hopeless po erty tdxatian through afl the elements of existence
and speculation 1o the utter gnnding down of the producer to pamper
the fortunes of the rich and swell the hoard of the speculator The
banking system and the funds are 1n the fiscal world precisely what
the royal grants we e in the landed interest  They created even a
¢ eater mnequality of fortune by means more nefanous as well as more
pernitious for they levied 2 tax directly upon every commodity pro-
duced by tabor which tax became tmmediately absorbed into the
packet of the ¢ p fal st So that what England did through her royal
harters and grants antecedent to the Revolution our own anstocracy
deliberately cormutted through the fund ng and danking systems
whose results upan the happness and comfort of an industrious and
free people must be estimated fully as calamutous 1n respect to labor
25 the consequences that would attend the subjugation of the country
by 2 fore gn king who should partition the Property of the conquered
people among fus chuefs and followers 1n large and princely domaws

thus ereating a monopaly of land and capital which would extort labor
upon their own terms of bare subsistence

Thus{ t then we perceive our constitution of equal rights to be the
mezest untenanted skeleton of liberty that the imaginztion of man

@nc ceve which by ats perat on creates anstoctacy privileges
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To be a gentleman and to work were utterly as ncompatible 28 (du‘
aspire to rank and possess the faculty of wriing an ignorance of wht

\n the middle ages w22 generally confounded with servile abor Idle

ness the pleasures of the chase and the havoc of war or the penls
of personal combat were then as RO considered as the peculiar occt

pation of the nobles and gentry To be useful was to be degraded
and when we consider that even wnling W38 conwidered 8 du race

because 1t required labor we ay conceive upon what whims of

opuion and custors of tyranny cested the whale system of ranks
titles and distinctions W nting was then confined to the lower order
o monks whowere termed clerks & term shichiseven yet considered
derogatory 853 ociating 1deas of meanness and servilty but no¥w
wnting howerer when separated from the last mentioned degrada
tion 15 considered not only creditable but 15 boasted of a5 2 marh. of
distinction and honor hich shows upon what frvolous grounds the
whole system of rank rests  To labor for another even among us of
the mneteenth century 18 held as disreputable whilst to labor for
oursel =es wipes away the sgma of reproach  In
behold th cause and ongin of that sgnominy and depression which
Tuas been cast upon the working dlasses 1n all countnies except this
they are theslaves serfs or servants of the descendants of that dass
stamped with the featuses of hard toil and hard usage mental 1gnor
ance brutal passion and stnted nounshment thexr occupation 18
assocted  th the wdea of their condition and because bondage
degrades cramps and degenerates man labor shares 1n the same dis-
grace because it 1s a part of the slave  Even i Russiz and o
\

this distinction we

ther
countnes of the present <
excepted labor 1s chiefly
stourged t the task by th

dasses of Great Britawn 15 hittle better than that of the Amenican
ol es t the Russun serfs of which class they are the descendants
beanng bout ther ell the hereditary hardships tol famine and
sgnorance which habit and tradition reconcile them to endure or
shich 2 ralitary government compels them to submit to

As 1t appears 1mdub tably to be owiag to the eustence of

slaver!

m;::bm:d with labor from the earhest to the latest ages of the wml;
; t ndustry and tod have become assotiated with baseness and
egradation 1t would seem that nothing more was necessary to
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extortion ma. s lelter
declares 4 "L V€ Buaranteed o aff 4pq the

Such are the defects of organie law practieal govermnment apd
Property, which are thrown a¢ obstacles into the path of the working

with the €Xceptions of those branches Intimately connected with jiters
ture and scrence such ag sculpture ang Pan g were mostly slayes
The same degradmg custom was algo Peculiar to Rome 1 her first
ages until the Practice of ManUmIssIon and the rewards and honors
decreed to valor in the field gradually yope out some of the stan and

4lu cares of agnculture
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military avil stock and landed The enmity and contrast iz '];
these cases arise from a legal difference of interest and the active an
pasaive members of this fraudulent svstem are distinctly designated
by the wealth and poterty 1t dffuses In England every sesenth
persan draws support from the pansh at some period of hus hie
exclusive of those who submut to musery 1 prelerence to the humubia
tion of ashing chanty *

Independent however of this conclusive authonty upon the subject
1t 15 obvious on the very face of our organic laws that it was never
designed by the people who framed this government to grant the
power that Law should regulate the distnbution of wealth instead of
industty T use the term Law as a genenc word embracing all the
detads that affect the distribution of wealth such as moneyed corpora
tons chartered monopobes and that endless chain of levers which
mave wdustry to empty her gains into the lap of capstal and which
effectually frustrate and defeat the grand object of rational self
government on the basis of mdindual freedom and personal ment

The distinctive features of the feudal systems of Europe which we
have in form and in fact essentially repudiated are those of entasls
nobility kterarchy momapolies which are synonymous to the distn
bution of wealth by Law mstead of its distnbution by the same poner
which 15 alone active n 1ts production ndustry and labor Having
shaken off renounced and branded those systems of antiquated bar
barism and monkish superstition by all the great leading documents

{ urpauonalemste ce weare bound by the highest and most sacred
ties £ moral relinious and political obligation to bring the condition
of the pe ple in respect to the wages of labor and the enjoyment of

competence 1o level with their abstract political nghts which nghts
mply necessarily the possession of the property they may produce
on prnciples £ equity congenal to the equal nghts guaranteed by
the orgamic law To substitute Law far the distribution of labor 13 to
wnt od ce the chuef feature of the feudal systems of Europe into the
fl“ self  rmed and equitable republic of this country and amounts
Inds '\Xl:a\ tepeal of the very first principle of the Declaration of
l;:‘“uchc}: 2ud the Constitutions of the Umon 2nd the States
PPYY however for the wntegnty of these wstitutions and the

UTyo 4 1q 5y uoniep

U ed Stale (Fredencksbarg v

aples nd Palicy 1 the Gavern
84)'p 1) ment [ the
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reverse the character of the Productive classes 1 Public estimatioy
than to confine Jabor ¢, 2 commumty of freemen and abolish every
vestige of bondage and servityde .

anind -
mgat “ul It cannot be deemed entirehy

efficien ,, e Other cayges must combune ¢ Pproduce this salutary

a o v umandestimy Lapor brings
n Y Squaliieation pop Stigma upop ¢he citizen of the United
States 1 a political Capaaty W

and n

ma v ollaw

O .« jartot pol ~
ment from oy free
complete both mth ., Practice

u oultd 1o De

honal as thoge Jor e establishing king lords ang commons  Lega)
uealth and hereditary Poer are tugy Principles  These frauds beget
all theparties orfactions of avilsaciety, syel, aspatricanand pleberan
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10 the detnment of thei best interests the sacnifice of
(tl;:‘:glt‘e”md the Yoss of theit charactet Lured on by the cant of
party the slang of affected patnotsm and the hotlow promise of
patronage mMED have closed their €3¢3 aswell as their understandings
to the deception of the game which made use of them and their inter
ests for the sheer and exclusive henefit of an aspnn

g demagogue
who when hus perpose w3s obtamed cast the squeezed orange from
um with undissemnbled contempt It 1s 10 be hoped this epoch of
aelusion 15 rapidly passing nto the waste of oblivion never to be
recalled and that the producers of wealth will now be remforced by
the former deluded followers of faction to second their reforms and

i thern n thewr labors A httle reflection and inquiry cannot falto

produce this Tughly dearable result  Let us progress 2 Yittle further
m thus i estigation

Personal pa t esareal a1l tumes and under all arcumstances Tughly
dangerous andoftenprove fatal to thehberties of 3 freepeople  They
ate founded on selfishness and termunate 10 usurpation and abuses

They fust lead to the obscunty of prinaiples and gradually produce
2 total obliteration of all the great Jandmarks which are founded on
the fundamental differences of gorernment and engraven on the
inalienable nghts of man After confound ng 1n thns manner all
distnctions between 1ght and wron yustice and oppression freedom
and bondage they soon tend to beget 1n the popular mind 3 total
apathy or indifference to whaterer relates to pohtical affars What
s radicaily erroneous or pernicious S often glossed over as nght and

dopted by affection 1 reverence for a mame what 15 nefanous
prnciple and even fnghtful 1n 1ts consequences 1 often welcomed
chenished and promoted

without reflection or nquiry because 2
o ce gilded w th popular ty has
Yabl

suggested its performance  Men of
confl cting  e¥s P les and wncomp mmnds
ar huddled together in personal parties for

2 moment until some
sho b of interest severs them wider than evel

r with embittered am
mosty and aggra ated fechnes or Af they cohere aiter the first

collisto 1t 15 at the mereased expense of all that is worthy of esteem
24 admiraty n i the human character  Honesty 1s saenificed to
expediency truth to self mterest patnotism to ambition and public
rtue topn -ate ggrandizement Honor and nght can never tolerate
s chheterogeneous ssocnations The most call us and adrott Lnaves
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perpetuny of the great doctrines upon which they are based we
possess a redeeming trait i our government which opens wide the
channels through which the Ppeople may enter to produce a conformity
of practice to prinaple  Legislative abuses are never beyond the
corrective control of a people whose suffrages properly directed by a
Judicious concentration can periodically annul remove and recreate
the power that 1s above the laws and mold the popular sovereronty
to 1ts own will and pleasure Let the producers of labor but once
fully comprehend their n)uries and fully appreciate their strength at
the polls and the present oppressive system will vanish like the musts
of the morning before the nsing sun The poner to remedy the evt
1s unquestionable 1t resides in the producers of wealth who constitute
s overwhelming a majonty of the people when not carried away by
the infatuation of factior the delusion of personal allegrance and the
vamn pursuit of phantoms of Itberty which are no sooner touched
than they melt into air leaving the wretched follower to bewail his
disappomntment and execrate hus fatwity

[DEFECTS OF PaARTY SysTEM]

Nothing of a public nature at the present era 15 so worthy of the
attention of the people as the fallacious structure and pernictous
tendency of the parties now n vogue whose foundations are as futile
as their results are nugatory to the great body of the people neither
advancing the good of the nation nor the prospenty of her citizens
but blindly mimstering to the avarice ambition or pride of some
temporary 1dol who 1s worshipped one day and mmmolated on the
next A party grafted purely on principle has never yet engrossed
the ardent people of this excited country that of 1798 approumated
nearer to such a party than any other but its principles were so soon
perverted 1ts object so soon merged mto mere personal views and
the honest people were so soon duped by unprincipled I aders that 1t
could scarcely lay a claim to purity of feeling or soar to patriotism of
purpose  Since that era faction has rapidly generated faction of
grovelhng views and unholy ends so as to cause political collistons
to fester into mere cancers upon the body pohitic eating mto their
itality and spreading disease and death over the whole face of our
mstitutions  Yet have the people been enticed nto their support by
plausible professions of leaders and the wheedling arts of insincere
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o to a wilful neglect of them The specious colors with

:i“l:; :?mal invests her extortions the appeatance of justice when
protected by law which she envelops her oppressions all tend to
thnd the uninformed multitude and even perplex the mteligent and
saentifc  But that era of darkness has happily passed away and
d man 15 slowly prog to the recovery of hs violated

n;hts 1n defiance of all the formdable obstractions of pnde prejudice
wealth rank and mteflect

[Epvcation)

The physician to cure a disease must be free and candid with his
patient 4nd his patient must exhubit neither reserve nor petulance
the wound must be probed to the bottom 2ll gangrene cut away or
Iabar and shill are both spent 1n vamn It cannot be concealed 1t
would be unwise to dissemble the fact that the most formudable
obstruction to the attanment of justice 1n the distnbution of labor
and the consequent opimon of honor and ment attaching to industry
instead of disgrace 15 to be found 1n the pnde and lofty beanng of the
hterary erudite mtellectual and saentific elasses  The educaled are
generally the nch and where the exception prevals necessity or
accdent as mn the cas of labor soon brings the object under the
influ nce and within the patronage of the affilvent o habit of mund
15 50 decided and obstinate s the contempt of learning for sgnorance
or of genws for stolidity  In addition to this the feuda! forms of all
colleges and un versiies place an msuperable barner between the
unlettered mechan ¢ and the classical dignitary  In all situations

nd under all arcumstances charters create a virtual nobility The
Docter of Laws the Master of Arts and other similar unmeantng
titles betray the anstocracy of the revival of learning under popes
kings emperors and princes and express the determmation of wealth
to protect 1ts privileges by golden barners as well as legal restraints
and mtimdations  Literatuze and educat on thus

ffias
lence naturally feel a strong affanced to opu

'« P e to share thewr intell \
lomunton with the mass of society or to Took upon ignorance with 2

feeling of complacency or even of tolerance Thy

¢ prejudice 1s by this
x:eans confirmed that the occupations of labor not cnly do not reyquue
the Lights of science and the polish of letters but that the successful
prosecution of trade mechanics and other modes of torl are enturely



Country g Purchaseq by a bribe 5 Commisgiop O a promyse of Patrop
age hid the mystg of the i, defimte f, Uture The mere animals disport

to chec) op control another p¢ theparl) ofstud\holders and capitalists
may be mey and Cotnteracteq by the 2arty of t)e Producers which

shed 2 8ena, Prosperoys bea Upon the whole society  Such a
Party woylq erely exhibyg the tntereg, o socer; concentrating for
€ true fyj, me; the ongipa) terms of 1o soctal compact (he

a
old sy stem from which they hag Just emergeq This Untoward oy e
however g rather to pe ascribed ¢ thetr former 18norance of their
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excellence and mfirmty Contemned despt ed degraded he sinks to
the lowest level of the brute Respected chenshed honored  he
becomes ambitious of esteern and aspires L0 excel i all that confers
reputation of extorts applause By the one e becomes happy hm
self and the source of happiness t0 others by the other heis driven

to degradation and misery and becomes the cause of derradation and
musery 10 others

The rirtual distinctt B8 of rank which too frequently extend 1t
forms and titles and which have for their basis njustice and extortion
which are the adjuncts of wealth and which draw the hne of exclusion
here labor commences ar€ the cause of all that moral depravity over
«hich the pampered man of opulence affects to shed tears of compas-
si0n 2nd projects systems of amelioration  When the children of toil
are as much shunned 1n society &S Af they were leprous convicts Just
emerged from toathsome cells the most powerful obstacle 18 erected
‘between them and all that can mahe them estimable andhappy The
family tie {therace1s snapped asunder and man thus degraded and

phressed would ve Jess than man f he did not feel enrity tow tds
s opp essor and view with resentment an order of things so contrary
1o the ductates of justice and humamty sO broadly n contradiction
10'tus pol tical nights and 5o basely i viclation of his equal attnbutes

s man Heres the fountan the sacred fountan of all revolutions
Ahis 15 the pomt at winch nature revolts thisis the pont to which the
product: e cla ses have been depressed and at which they now rebel
dmmn therr 1 ghtsand resolving to attain them not by violence and
blood hed but throu h the constitutional channels of action the
press the ballot bo es and the power of legistation

{Ans oF Lasor}
1t sa penersion

of the aums of the enlightened advocates

of labor
to Tepresent that they are contending for an equaltty of wealth or a
community of property QOur object 13 as remots

¢ from that as the
wsting system of exto tion is from justice Aware that there exists

1n nature no equality of industry sall strength talent wit or an;
of the attnbutes which are essential to production we could not ad 4
cate an equahity of p! without an infs et \‘0-(
o
1:;: x:i‘vm f others and being guilty of that very injustice of which
accuse capital  Equal ty of nghts to what we produce is not
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incompatible with that celestial ight which education sheds upon the
mund  Thus 1t 1s that after the shackles of feudal tyranny have been
strichen from us and our equaltty solemnly proclatmed and achnow!
edged by the toice of nations the very light which should beam upon
our path to lead us to the temple of truth and justice 15 transformed
to a thunderbolt to shatter and destroy Even this obstacle how
ever will prove unavaiing and must yield to the force of opmion
whilst the press remains unshachled and the ballot boves free

It 1s admitted on all hands by the philanthropists of the age that
the condition of soctety demands amelioration They affect to sym
pathize with the musery and exhort to reform the depravity of man
They call upon the Iaboring mass to cease their crime and to studs
frugality yet refuse them education to give them a knowledge of
virtue and deny them that justice whick would rescue them from
beggars The problem les m the wisincerity of thete concern and is
solved by the pertinacity of therr injustice By imposing the com
pulsion to labor for a meager subsistence they have degraded the
minds and oblhiterated the principles of those upon whom they make
a requisitton for qualities which can only belong to intelligence and
competence  If those who labor are already despised they have hittle
motne for virtue  If they are oppressed by the extortion of capital
within the narrow confines of heeping soul and body together
they have as httle motive as they have room for economy It 1s
therefore a mere pretense to affect regard for the happiness of society
and at the same time deny the means by which alone 1t can be happy
Tt 15 worse than pretense to say our children cannot meet jou 1n
common schools but we will give you for yourselvesa charity school
we cannot consent to recenve and pay for your labor on prmaples of
equity but we will provide you a poorkouse to die in we cannot agree
to treat you as equals and furnish you education to meet us on equal
terms but we will bwild pemfentiaries in which to incarcerate you
when you commt cnme This 1s the philanthropy of the age it 18
worse than the tyranny of the twelfth century

{>oc1aL Positiow or Lapor]
Nor yet 151t the best possible physical condstion of man that can
make hum virtuous and happy  His moral state controls hs destiny
As he 1s treated by soctety so will he nise or fall in the scale of human
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~—— »d h nksto
‘ 1 he
nfers
him
teputation or extorts applause by e

self and the source of happuness to others by the other hi‘ I dme!:)l
to degradation and musery and becomes the cause of degradation an:
to others

ml'slf‘::’ eurtual d stinctions of rank whick too frequently exend into
forms and titles and which have for their basis injustice and extortion

which are the adjuncts of nealth and which draw the fine of exclusion
shere labor commences are the cause of all that moral depravaty over
winch the pampered man of opulence afects to shed tears of compas-
sion and projects systems of amehoration  When the children of tail
are as much shunned 1 society as if they were leprous convicts Just
emerged from loathsome cells the most ponerful ohstacle 1s erected
between them and all that can make them estimableand happy  The
famly tie of the race 15 snapped asunder and man thus degraded and
oppressed would be less than man 1f he did not feel enmuty tow rds
s bppressor and view with resentment an order of things so contrary
to the dictates of justice and humamty so broadly 1n contradiction
t tus pohitical nghts and so basety in violation of hus equal attnibutes
asaman Hereis the fountam the sacred fountain of alt revolutions

this 15 the pownt at which nature revelts this s the pownt to which the
productive classes have been depressed and at which they now rebel

clamn their nights and resolving to attamn ther not by violence and
bloodshed but through the constitutional channels of action the
press the ballot bovtes and the power of legislation

JAns or Lazos)

1t saperversion { the amms of the enlightened adsocates of labor
to represent that they are contending for an equalsty of wealth or 2
community of p operty  Our object 15 as remote from that as the
eusting system of extortion is from justice  Aware that there exists
10 nature no equakty of mdustry skili strength talent wit or any
of the attributes which are essential to production we could not ads o-
cate an eq ahty of without ¢ g an of
the nights of others and being guilty of that very mjustice of which
wenow accuse coprtal  Equahty of nghts to what we produce 15 not

1,
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mathematieal precision from the present perverted orgsmzation of
t
BV;: :‘:t:ommon and sound objection to all pre-ensting parties that
they are mexcenary personal and selfish hingeing entirely upon the
exchange of places by successful over defeated pohtiquns not only
without regard to ment i men ot truth and justice in principles but
most frequently 1 utter defiance of all the usual ctuses of rational
preference of men and public tests of benehit to the commonwealth
What a splendid contrast does the party of the Working Men present
to such grovelling and besatted factions] It must be matter of aston
sshment to 2 mind divested of the yoke and hamness of party that
even one sohtary workingman should be found among those who drag
the car of factian for the exclusive benefit of 2 few interested leaders
and 1nane demag gues patnicians 1n spnt 1f not 1n fortune and to
their own d thewr own disad ge thewr own opp
1t1s indeed marvelous and not less lamentable than marvelous
The mequality of property m this country has chiefly ansen from
two causes first the monopoly of fand secand the monopoly of stock
or public funded debt! Let us examme 1nto these sources of fottunel
By what title founded i justice did Willam Fenn and the other
ongmal proprietars of fand n the United States obtain possession of
poncely domimons? By the gut of the Britsh kng by royal grants

L owh hth God

The land thus given was the property of another the gt theretore
was null and vord as was subsequently confessed by the propnetary
agun becomng ¢ purchaser from m who held it 1n possession the
hapless deluded and defranded Indian

But even the second purchase from the 1gnorant savage was still
less valid and bunding and while 1t stnhingly lustrates the extortion
and gude of one party it showsin strong colors the unhallowed means
which cupidity adopts to 1mpose on ignorance and make that very

sgnorance the foundation of a title which
o e tounds 1t presumes to style just

scape of human reason and the wstincts and
p;mclpla of our nature that a few tensel beads and burnished tunkets
should form a just purchase money for the state of Pennsylvani?
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1t 15 utterly mconsistent with the spmt of tbe age and repugnant to
the dictates of 8 iberal and unaffected philanthropy

{Angs oF THE Auzmican Rev oroTion]

As soon therefore 28 the first generation that had emmgrated had
passed anay and with them the shackles and prejudices of education
ad fallen off the Amencan Revolution commenced not immediately
1n acts of oppugnation of deeds of wiolence and bloodshed but1n the
‘more rational and digmfied 1 estigation of the tenure of royal power
and the wjustice of coerane government wathout the \ngrcdxsx‘\ls‘ o’!‘
voluntary compact of express 1ep! Having
¢hus equalty of nghts and necessity of representation the war of the
Revolution commenced and finally eventuated 1n the recognition of
the principles contended for that a0l ave equal nights and that the
delegated mass of those nghts by compact forms the only just and
free government

The object gawned »as sublyme and magmficent in thetughest degree
+ we kness of human 1

n

eason to relax s Vigor the moment
~ ol
ed
o 21l the forms usages and trappings ol u e b es
wh se deformuty we detested and whose Oppressions ¢ had cast off
The contradiction howe er astonishun;

g 1t may appear to us did not
seem to be percened by the worthies £ 1776 whose attention was
entirely engrossed by mag 1eas of d friendship
wth those nations whose notions of government and clauns of power
we had just exploded 1n

the best blood of our bravest sons Thus
what we gamed m mepl

¢ we lost n prachice and opened our arms
« de to recene the lous customs manne S fash ans mo als heratu ¢
ats science and man factures of our defeated enemy In doing this
wevoluntarly b dependentin fact while wep 1 d 3}
1o be independent m theory nd 1n vartue of the theory we became
reconciled to every custom that could possibly operate agamnst its
realzation  Reason and the genws of our mstitu

Py tions directed us to
ollow an opposite course  Governments to be sustained and perpet

uated must be followed up by manners fashions customs and laws
congenual t  theur peculior principles or they become degenerated
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But even that frail tenyre was nommal until the acqusition had been
sealed by the blood of those Pproprietors the hapless Indians whose
tenure was the gift of God consecrated by the fiat the sacred fiat
and the bleeding necessities of nature  Nation after nation of defense-
less Indians must be immolated before even the gift of the hing was
worth a groat Vet this 1s the foundation of most of our mequality
of fortune this and the public funded debt

Of a character even more unjust 1s the funded debt of this perverted
country and its abused nstitutions The funding of the poor soldier s
pay earned duning the hornible trials of our Revolution could scarcel
have been expected to contribute to the detriment of labor and erect
customs privileges and classes subversnve of Lberty Yet so it
proved Didit go to the boor veteran his helpless widow his shivenin
orphans? No! It was diverted from its pure channel by the patrieran
officers and greedy capitalists and hungry speculators of the army and
of the government It was adopted with a full Knowledge that it
never could reach the soldier but must immediately go to form a
moneyed anstocracy and the funded debt was created by those imme-
duately mterested m its creation by those who had bought up the
soldeer s certificates for a song! Here then we behold the ongmn of
the landed and funded wealth of this country of what we denommnate
capttal' What labor or industry could ever come 1n competition with
such enemies? The land m fee stmple to those who never perhaps
saw it and the funded debt to those who never pad for it 1n sums
too enormous for mdustry to equal and too tempting ether for the
practice of virtue the observance of Jjustice or even the abstinence
from oppresston  Here we have a double burden upon industry 2
ground rent to the proprietor foreyer by the laborer and a tax or
duty to pay the stockholder his interest paid by every workingman
from the time of the Revolution to the present day  And yet weare
told and gravely told that capital 1s the best friend of idustry and
that capitalists merchants stockholders gentlemen and lottery brok
ers produce their portion of the wealth of the nation always givmga
due share of credit to those highly mentorious characters beggars
and misers! Andyet these latter characters are made by the operation
of the corrective prinaiple of vicussitudes by the spending of the
prodigals and the economy of the beggars  This svstem of social
economy I'must confess appears to me not less a strange one than
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dlasses to ux with and converse with the more cultivated polished

and refined  1f gnorance and rudeness are made the pretext fora

separation of lasses and a distmction of ranks remove the causes an
+ haeniers of separation ‘be broken down by the ommpotent lever

« sads herinfluence
bond of brother

hood those NOW repellent prejuuices e = an from man 3$

\f an ammal of another speaes whose approd

¢h was incompatible
ith honor safety happuess und even existence

The prejudice of occupation cannot long en

dure after the mfluence
of education has approumated closer the extremes of soaety Ment

il always attach to mdustry and labor when blended wath the soaal

and intellectual virtues 10 despute of pride wealth and vamty and

contempt will as invaniably follow persenal uselessness and mental
smpolence however gided with the external trappings of fortune
Instinctive admiration pays the spontancous homage of applause to
21t who overcome the obstacles of Iife by wigor industry energy and
intellect A brave man strugeling with the storms of fate presents
2 spectacle of the sublime which kindles untversal applansel Whlst
enervated grandeur on its throne of state or bed of roses exates
Little other emotion than pity and contempt  As1tis mind that makes
the man we bave but to combine imtellect with labor and the task
of equal happness 18 completed teach those who totl how to think
and ol will no longer be degrading however humble or however poor
Tosome thisc nsummation of a crvibized age may appear visionary

acles and produce revolutions that only fail to astomish because they
enlighten

1t 15 only under the dark and hush policy of silence that abuses can
expect t continue extortion to thrive capital to lusunate and
monopoly to expand With the Bible locked up 1n a dead language
and science mystified into 2 being of the upper slues as unapproach

able to the people atistocracy and priesteraft would rule the world
with a scepter of won and yoke the souls as well as bodies of the
people n eternal serntude The effort of capital and power 15 always
on the side of 1gnorance in the people and injustice in the pnnupl);s
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shecloster Tt1s still held as heresy that 8 man who fabors [shau d;re
10 think and that he who thinks shall venture to wnite unless under
(he lcense of a deploma or the authonty of alterary title To obstruct
the passage of the populace to the temple of knowledge as mx;ch as
possible the impediments of an obsolete Ianguage and a hueroglyphic
haracter were mdustriously thrown i thew way The union of
church and state presented pos erful motives to sathhold from the
mulptade those beams of wtellectuat hght which would expose ther
oppressions and teveal ther nights  The safety of 2 system based
upon wrong depended upon darkness Asmankind however gradually
tore the verd from their eyes they partilly redressed their wrongs
but as the hight has never been full and effulgent the wrong has never
been enturely removed  Progressive developments have been made
m defiznce of the PP of the combined pawer of
government and anstocracy  Further advances are still obstinately
ressted by the same powerful influences  Esery ich of ground s
disputed and every fresh conguest of reason truth and justice only
tends to add glance to capital power to monopoly and rancor to
anstocracy

When wereflect therefore that the first discovery and true doctrine
of the rights of man and the title to property are not more thaa &
century old from thewr first ghromenngs of pale uncertamty we need
not express astomishment that they bave advanced no farther and
still etain the rude proportions of an imperfect structure partakong
wote of the hetero enequs gothuc style than of the fair and just pro-
portwns of saence and taste  But the mnd although slow i us
march is yet sure it its progression  Every day adds new truths to
science and divests knowledge of its monkish garments of mysticism
Every day gathers fresh crowds of votarses to the shrine of saentific
wnquiry and research and sends forth thousands to dissenunate truth
mvoke justice and denonnce fraud 2ad eppression

{Concruston}

In the foll wing pages 1 bave endeavared to stnke out
truths establish some disputed nghts and elucidate the opcs:;:zn?;
fabor capital monopoly credit and commerce wn their natural and
unsophusticated features The principal object was to dvest saence
of the mummery of its pomp the mystery of its trappings and the
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and laws of the government Inquiry discussion argument are es-
teemed deadly enemes to anstocracy extortion fraud and oppres-
son of all kinds that denude the people and fatten the few of the
high privileged classes Tt 1s the attitude of captal to mtimidate
repress silence! But if the people will speak 1t 15 then madea pomt
to cover them with ndicule to treat them with contempt to tell them
they are not imitiated and speah too much upon subjects they Lnow
nothing of To all ths I stand opposed and aganst 1t I shall never
fail to array the Iittle strength that nature has given me

Before the Revolution 1t was esteemed absurd to question the
nght of the kmg to tax the colonies  Before the reign of Enghsh
King John 1t was nidiculous to doubt the diyine night of the monarch
There was a time when 1t was judged the height of folly to declare
that the earth moved and 1t was punished as imprety to say that the
other planets also had their revolutions! The applcation of steam
asnow used would in ancient times have been termed madness The
doctrine of the soy ereignty of the people has only been rational since
1t has been reduced to practice 1n despotic countries 1t 1s still thought
to be silly and absurd When the working people gamn therr just
rights to controvert the dactrine of extortion will no longer be deemed
logical dangerous unscientific and absurd That time must arm e
and if I can do aught that will tend to accelerate 1t I shall esteern 1t
the most happy honorable and fortunate effort of my eustence

Yet 1t 1s not after all 4 party object merely for which we are
struggling It extends to highe and nobler aims 1t reaches to the
expansion of our national resources the consolidation of the national
strength the merease of our moral as well as physical energies

Congenial to all her principles customs and habitudes of mind was
the manner m which the gothic ages enveloped scrence i mystery
or mistook mystery for learning  The refuge which hiterature found
1n the cells of the Christian monasteries necessarily associated her in
habrts of such intimacy with religion as reciprocally to impart to one
another their peculiar properties so that when science at last emerged
from her retirement she appeared babbling the cant of superstition
and covered with the rags of fanaticism and the mummery of priest
craft  So inveterateis habt so deep the sense of reverence for antiq
wty that even the present age has not yet wholly shaken off the
trammels of mystification that encumbered saence in the darkness of
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Justice entered wnto the system which stripped him of his earnings l:
pamper the three orders whose only title to respect was 18leness and
sensuahity

Sunilar deceptions marh the course of every wniter en pofitical
economy 1n 3 greater or Jess degree  They are very exact 1 traang
the manner w which cap tal extorts from industry and very saentific
1n their distinctions and dlassifications of the elements of sonety but
they studiously avod any appheation of the natural principles of

wF t of those whose Iabor creates wealth by insisting
-

roved
arches
b race and

ened age
cannot rest satisfied with the meusuicn mtent to

behold t measured and indifferent to its appropriation? What
‘pimton should we form of an architect who resided 1n an old gothic
toner destitute of commodiaus apartments and without beauty or
* measunng its il assorted

one on the true prinaples

« e fman? Of what vy
1

wh tuston Wnatt y

economists of Eur pe who look up to therr gothie tower with sensa
11 ns of reverence approaching to ad ration so that passion blinds
them to 1ts deformuties while interest tells them without it thewr
despotsm and anstocracy must soon crumble to atoms and capital

aud m nopoly roll n the dust together wth the heads of kings and
the mummenes of herarchues

1t 15 2 singular infatuation prevailing among all modern writers on
economy that the scarc ty of food among the laborg people s attnb-
table to excess of population whilst the palpable fact was statng
them in the face that the excess of bloated accumulation 1 the nch
der;gnstrated the fals ty { the hypothesis
ere 18 same apology however for
the fact of the gai:ous 3 thewr - ,e mmms:sazl s e
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cant of 1ts phraseology as well as to exhibit the real attitude and
mportance of the producers of labor to the wealth happuess and
independence of a nation According to Lord Bacon s rule of philoo-
phizing T have drawn my theory from facts and not deduced facts
to smt my theory resting upon the great fundamental doctrnes of
human happmess and freedom howey er deficient they may prove i
ingenuity therr origin and tendency will never fail to afford solace
and consolatton to the author for the omusstons of 1gnorance or the
blunders of preapitancy so long as he can escape the imputation of
bemng immical to the nghts or indifferent to the happiness of mankind
Proceeding on this plan T have rather labo ed to elucidate and brezk
down antiquated forms than to systematize and digest with scholastic
precasion  Truth s often curtailed of her fair proportions by a too
ngid classification on screntific principles A general division of pohts
cal economy however may not be amiss when founded on 1ts chief
fundamental principles such for mnstance as the production distn
bution and consumption of industry

It has not however been so much owing to an ignorance of ths
science as to the misapphieation of 1its prnciples and the great perver
sions and misrepresentations of the champions of capital and the
stock interest that the people have hitherto derved no practical
benefit from its labors Thus far scrence has only toiled to show to
the 1dle few the means by which they acquired the industry of the
many and the facility with which imbecile minds backed by wealth
could rule millions who were debased by eternal labor and degenerated
by penury famine and low diet At the same time that these feudal
munisters of mercy n the shape of abstience and death have the
assurance to proclaim to the people that the beneficence and wisdom
of government have made them comfortable affluent and happy B
confounding the wealth of the higher orders with the unily of the
nation the gross amount of industry 1n a country has been represented
as so much stock of comfort to the uhole people afallacy whichsagacity
could not overlook and which nothing but conscious fraud intent
upon deception could have devised  But such a cloak was necessary
to cover oppresstons which no people howeyer debased could percenve
and yet endure  Among the foremost of these apologists of tyranmy
and decenvers of the populace stands Adam Smith who so late as 1n
the last century thus ventured to assure the Englisk mechansc that
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THE DARTMOUTH COLLEGE CASE?
{VALTES AND PRIVILEGES OF Busivess CoRroRATIONS]

Busimess corporations excluding banks and all large corporations
for tradmg In ::nq when judicously granted and suitably regulated
seem to me generally benefinal and the natural offspring of our socul
conditi n Butaf they are to be placed beyond legislative control and
are thus to become hes and px they aspect
the reverse of this and become alarming excrescences upon the body
politic. We may assume this axiom 35 perfectly sound that Cerpora
bions can kold thewr rights upon no firmer basis nor dsfferent tenure than
nd viduals fold thetrs The legislature exercises the undisputed right
to regulate the busiess of indinduals and to define their nghts to
property 1t has first prolubited then hicensed and then made penal
the selling of lottery taickets Tt prohibuts the selling of certamn articles
wathout a 1 cense therefor from des gnated officers It forbids the
selling of goods at auction without a license and the payment of a tax
Tt forbids the sellng of other articles except 1n certan quantities and
with certam brands put upon them by publ ¢ officers — unwise and

exatious egulat ons Igrant but still wha disputes the legality of the
nspection laws? It requires in other cases that the name of the

ender r packer be branded on the article sald It prolubits people

from doing business on certan days and on particular hours asin the

caseof the laws respecting the observance of the Lord s day and selling

goods by auction after sunset Tt prohubts certain amusements apd

has even affived a fine to a partscular exercise of the liberty of speech

a may he sten in the laws aguinst gamung and profane sweanng It
- - Iy .

[From Rwm & ponth R ghts nd Po- ers of €

poratons nd S Rught
Preo 4D tie ofth Leg latur Tor ard T) ;
ALY, hem By atze fBosto (Bosto
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t f men
tution welt knew that corp and 50 . .
particular  privileges adapted to the “““":t;‘ln? f;?;:; :: {:h: N
pussu s were necesary 12 ths MRS e that & charter
i « 3t answer for the buuness of a chur . e
¥
the consideration that u ey dit o
e‘;]:; ?ﬂl confer on the public that they will conduce to the common
good They were from thewr constitutional ongin 1o be ‘mnsldc!rd
public laws for public purposes and whenever they should cease to
Tamister to the purposes of therr creation the common good the legis-
fature for the time betng not only has a right but 15 1 duty bound
by the same constitution to correct them either by mahing new
laws respecting them or amending the old ones  There 15 no more
propriety 1 saymg that these mstitutions can only be controlled by
general laws than 1n assuming that they can only be created by general
lavs or than there would be n saying that the legstature cannot
zegulate the afiairs of a single town or oty by a particular or special
law Indeed if these acts of incorporation ot charters are not to be
cons dered laws of the land great wrong has been committed under
them 1n so considering them for some purposes  The legslature has
o const tutt nal sght by a special act to permit my neighbor to
take my land for his own use agamst my consent  But 1t has a night
to take my land o other property for publc purposes paying me
theref 12 just eq walent If ralroad turnpike canal and the like
corporat: ns a € mere private assocat ous eusting for the benefit of
the corporat ns and not for the common good I would ask What night
have they to oc upy my land agamst my consent? Al these corpora
tions then exist by the law of the ! nd and like all other Jaws are
hable to modification at the legistate will - Such 1 effect has been
the decision of the Sup eme Court of the United States regard to
the Bank of the United States 1 the cases of Maryland and Ohie
which states taxed that bank The court decided that the Bank of
the United States wasa publtcs stt Lon Such too was the opnion
of th legslature of Massachusetts 1n revising the lawns of the state
f;;dtil:e;h;::c:;nn of the second chapter of the revised code 1t 15
acts of incorporation shall be deemed public acts
There 1s more sound than substance in the term  vested nghts
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the will of the legislature What particular quality then 15 there ma
lan 1n the form of a charter or linuted copartnership to a number of
individuals that places it beyond the power that created it the legs
lative power and gives to 1t the character of a contract i perpetuty?
From the very nature of the case the legmslature must have the same
night to repeal as to grant a charter It has the same night wnherently
to repeal a special law or charter creating a bank insurance company
manufactory or any other business corporation that 1t has to repeal
the generil law of imited copartnerships  But this night to repeal the
charters gives 1t no right to the Pprivate property of the corporation
any more than the right to repeal the general law of limuted copartner
ships gives 1t the right to the Pproperty of the partners

In this state the legislature transcends 1ts constitutional power if it

attempt to farm out the rights of the community and of succeeding
generations by means of corporate Perpeturties to mdividual or asso-
ciated grantees  Our institutions abhor prvate perpetutties and mo-
nopolies as much as nature abhors a vacuum  The constitution of
Massachusetts says  No man nor corporation or assoctation of men
have any other title to obtain advantages or particular or exclusive
pnivileges distinet from those of the commumity than what an es
from considerations of sery ices rendered to the public It also snvs

that government 1s mstituted for the common good for the protectton
safety prospenity and happiness of the people and not for the profit
honor or private interest of any one man family or class of men
Therefore the people alone have an incontestable unahenable and
indefeastble right to institute government to reform alter or totally
change the same when therr protection safety prospenty and happt
nessrequire it Agam it says that the legislature ought frequenth
to assemble for the redress of grievances for correcting strengthening
and confirming the laws and for making new laws as the common good
requires

The constitution of this state though 1t allows and supposes that
particular and exclusive privileges distinct from those of the com
munity may be granted by the legislature to indiduals corpora
tions and associations of men  allows them to be granted only for
services rendered  They must be considered by the legislature to be
generally beneficial they must conduce to the common good or it
has no constitutional power to grant them The framers of the consti
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tution well hnew that corporations and associations of men possla‘shmg

particular prvileges adapted to the nature and purposes of their
pursuits were necessary n this commumty that the charter for a
college would not answer for the business of 3 chuech that a chatter
to a glass manpfactory would not answer fora bank and they hence
clothed the legistature with power to make these grants hmited ‘how
ever by the consideration {hat they are in consequence of the benefit
they will confer on the public that they wll con luce to the comman
good They were from their constituttonal ory

gin to be conudered
pubhc lawns for public purposes and whenever they should cease to

[ the purposes of their creation the common good the legis-
bound
ing new

lans respecting them or amending e vd ol s .o IO TROTE

prop tety i S3yIng that these wnstitutions can only be controlled by
general laws {than 1n assuming that they can only be created by general
taws or than there would be 1n saying that the legslature cannot
regulate the affairs of 2 single town or aty by a particular or specal
law Indeed if these acts of mcorporation or charters are not to be
considered laws of the land great wrong has been commuitted under
th m 1 so conside ing them for some purposes ‘The legislature has
10 const tuty nal nght by a specl act to permut my neighbor to
tahemy ) ndi s own use agamnst my consent Butithasan ht
10 take roy land or other property for publ ¢ purposes paying me
therefor a Just equi 2lent  If ralroad turnp ke canal and the Iike
¢ Tporations are mere private associations existing for the benefit of
the corporations and not for the common good Twouldask What nght
hase they to occupy my land against my consent? All these corpora
tio  then eust by the law of the land and ke all other laws are
lable t modification at the legslative will  Such 1n effect has been
the dectsio of the Supreme Coust of the United States in regard to
the Ba k of the United States 1n the cases of Maryland and Ohio
which states ta ed that bank  The court decided that the Bank of
the Untted States was a public instuution  Such too was the opinion
of the legislature of Massachusetts i revising the laws of the state
In the third section of the second chapter of the revised code 1t 1s
declared that allacts f incorporation shall be deemed public acts
There 1s mo e sound than substance in the term vested nghts
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as applied to acts of Incorporation  Every nght any citizen holds 1
a vested nght until he 15 dvested of 1t and the remark applies with
equal truth to corporations as to mdiiduals  But 1t by no means
follows that because they have a vested nght  they may not be
legally divested of it Last year our farmers had a vested nght to
screw thewr hay mto bundles and sell 1t as they pleased this year the
legislature has diested them of that right unless they put the name
of the packer on the bundle This year a bank has a vested right
vested for the common good to loan its credit next year the Jegis-
lature may 1f 1t choose dvest 1t of that right 1f 1t will more conduce
to the common good todivest it And this too mherently and mth
out any special reservation 1n the charter to that effect Numercus
Instances n this and other States mght be cited where this power
has been exercised upon banks and other charters of corporation
but ¥ omzt them prefernng the question should be decided 1n the mind
of the reader upon 1ts own ments to relying upon precedents Mere
precedents have hittle binding force upon my mind

The safety of the public and of corporations themselves depends on
the establishing of these principles  Corporate charters would not
be repealed admutting this night to evst as all experience teaches us
unless they had become a public grievance 1n the opinion of the legis
latare In which case their particular  privileges ought to be taken
from them They were onigwnally granted to promote the common
good and whenever they cease to accomphish the purposes of ther
creation an end should be put to their existence

[CuariranLe Corrorarions)

It being conceded by all that munieipal corporations are public
mnstitutions always controllable by the legislative will there 15 no
need now to examne their nghts T wall therefore Pproceed to exarmne
the remaiming great class of Amencan corporations eleemosynary
corporations It 1s admitted 1n the Previous remarhs that the legis
Iature 1n changing or abrogating the charters of bustness corporations
acquired thereby no right to the broperty of the corporation The
franchises of such corporations only and not the property belong to
the public It 15 not however certamn that such are the nights of

eleemosy nary corporations
It 1s the prevalent optnion and sanctioned 1t 15 beleved by judical
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desion which by the way 1s not always good authonty that the
property held by such institutions 38 puvate property as much ;o as
the property held by business corporations that donations made to
{hem must bealway s apphed to the pusposes prescribed by the denors
that 1f the trustees or durectors are unfanbful to their trusts ther
duties can be enforced by a court of chancery that money thus given
cannot be diverted from the ongmal object of the donation by any
legislative enactment that if money be so din erted or the corporation
cease to ewst 1t ¢ erts of nght to the donor or hus hewrs  These
princaples 1t 15 beleved are more 1n conformity with the English
than the Amencanlaw The powers rights and duties of these corpo-
rations Lke those of every other social and pohtical institution among
us depend upon our own and not upon the foreign law  And these
powers nghts and duties like the laws of inhentance and dower are
subject to legislative changes and control  The nght to gnve receve
and for the tme beng to manage eleemosynary corporate funds
here depend not upon the common law of Great Bntan but upon
our own statutes and the particular charters of such institutions
which are themse} es but special statutes laws of theland pubhcacts
subject to the general pnnaiples that hmut and control all statutes
The foundation of these nghts 15 in the colonul law of 1651

In thus country we may say that all endowments are public gaven
under our laws onginally for publsc uses
Upon the prnciple before stated and which apphes as much to this
lass of corporat ons as to business corporations that corporations
can hold their nghts on no different tenure the laws of the land than
that on which indinduals hold theirs the legslature has 2 nght to
direct anew by law the application of these corporation funds It
constantly exercises a sumilar power over indndual property  Until
the act of the colony of 1641 mo mhabitant had a rnight to give his

Prope ty to 2 corporation to be applied to the uses he m:

and no corporation had a right to recewve 1t that act gavcg;i:: ::’fl:::n
the nght  He has also under other laws of this state the nght to
bequeath bus property to hus relatives or to others This1s avested
nght  as much so as the nght fa corporation 1o recene the bequest
but who would deny the pover to the legislature to change lhe;:
wregard t wills and inhentances ta enact that no man shill give h:;
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property to these institutions that 1t shall all or any gnen portion
of it go to hus hindred or his connections or that a certam portien of
1t shall go to the public treasury? It 15 common 1n some states to
take specified portions of the estates of deceased persons for public
uses It has been ohjected that if a law were made to change the use
of funds already given 1t would be ex post facto and hence unconstitu
tional  Such however 1s not the case ‘The Supreme Court of the
United States m the case of Calder against Bull 1n the 3d Dallas 386
decided that the prolubition 1n the Federal Constitution of 2z post
Jacto laws extends only to penal statutes and does not extend to cases
affecting only the awl nights of indmiduals  The whole current of
adyudicated cases has been 1n conformuty to this view of the Constitu
tion
With respect to the rights of wives a married woman now hisa
right and of course a vested night to the use of certawn portions of her
husband s real estate if she survive him of which her husband cannot
divest her vathout her consent but the legislatore can change the
law and divest her of this nght and this too though she has no
voiee 1n choosing the representatives

Under existing laws the personal property of the wife becomes the
property of the husband on marnage but not her real estate The
legislature conld change the law and vest i the husband the real as
wnell as the personal estate  Can corporations then the mere creatures
of the law crealed not for themsehes but for the common good clum
nghts supenor to those of mdividuals and above the reach of the
legislatine power? ! ! In mantaming the legislative authonity toalter
amend or totally to abohsh all charters I am far from advocating
any general mdsscrimmnate or wanton etercise of that power The
legislature composed as 1t 15 of the representat es of the whole people
chosen annually could have no motnve to legislate upon this subject
unless necesssty and the common good requised it nor unless the
people sanctioned 1t When any nstitution of this kind wn any of
1ts branches from age or other causes has ceased to answer the design
of 1ts creation the common good there should be a power in the
legrslature and 1t ought to be exer1 ed to putan end to such institu
ton Who shall judge of the wants of the existing generation the
hving or the dead? Who shall control the property of this world and
prescrbe 1ts application the dead who once owned it 1n part or the



DAVID RENSHAW 169
lsving who own it entire” “The conservatn es ching to the dead Tam
' p Ths nght is inhereat and exsts 1n al) communities

L~ =~ thennnaple

slature tor e ]
g:;\e::\:;l::dhfg\ﬂaung these mstitutions for the common good but
one fegust has no 1 )e to bind nts succes-
sor who 15 coequal 1n power both holding therr authonty from the
same constitution and not the one from the other Hence happily
one legslature cannot bind another and thus farm out irresocably
the nghts of succeeding generations

{Crrrique. oF Darrxtovtn COLLEGE Case]

hac nn oples to practice by
»m as may be found

Tption of authonty
on the part of the Supreme Court of the unileu tates which 1f sub-

mitted to prostrates the power of the states to the footstoof of that
bench that acts of mcorporation are conteacts betneen the state
granting them and the corporators and cannot be annulled except
with the consent of the because the C of the
United States the paramount Iaw of the land sayvs that no state shall
pass any laws imparng the obligation of contracts  This principle
was mamtuned 1f not established n the case of the Dartmouth
College tried before the Supreme Court at Washington 1n 1819 1t
ma be necessary therefore to a right understanding of this subject
and to a Just apprecation of the principles laid down by the court and

f their effect upon the rights and interests of the states to tahe a
wiew of the facts in this case and of the course of reasoning which
brought the court to such an extraordinary result

In the year 76g a charter was granted in the name of the hang of
Great Britain George the 3d through hus governor of the then prov
mee of \ew Hampshi e John Wentworth by and with the advice

f the ¢ wnal of the province t Eleazer Wheelock and others for a
college authonzing them by voluntary endowments to support st
able teachers and other fficers therem named The object of the
charter 15 recited in the preamble and 1s to further the exeruons of
Dr Wheelack m spreading the truths of the Gospel and the lights of
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property to these mstitutions that 1t shall all or any gnen portion
of 1t go to Ius kindred or his connections or that a certam portion of
1t shall go to the public treasury? It 15 common m some states 1o
take specified portions of the estates of deceased persons for public
uses It has been ohjected that 1f a law were made to change the wse
of funds already grven 1t would be ex post facto and hence unconstitu
tional  Such however 1s not the case The Supreme Court of the
United States 1n the case of Calder agamnst Bull 1n the 3d Dallas 386
decrded that the prolubition 1n the Federal Constitution of ex post
Jfaclo laws extends only to penal statutes and does not extend to cases
affecting only the avil nghts of mdivduals  The whole current of
adjudicated cases has been in conformity to this vien of the Constit
tion
With respect to the nghts of wives a marned noman now hasa
night and of course a vested right to the use of certan portions of her
hushand s real estate if she survive him of which her husband cannot
divest her without her consent but the Jegislature can change the
law and divest her of this night and this too though she has no
vorce in choosing the representatives

Under existing laws the personal property of the wife becomes the
property of the husband on marnage but not her real estate The
legislature could change the law and vest in the husband the real as
well as the personal estate  Can corporations then the mere crealuses
of the law created nol for themseches bui for the common good claum
rights superior to those of individuals and above the reach of the
legnslative pover? ' ¢ In maintaining the Jegislatin e anthonty toalter
amend or totally to abolish all charters I am far from advocating
any general indisciminate or wanton evercise of that power The
legslature composed asit 1s of the representaties of the whole people
chosen annually could have no motne to legislate upon this subject
unless mecessity and the common good required it nor unless the
people sanctioned 1t When any institution of this kind 10 any of
1ts branches from age or other causes has ceased to answer the design
of 1ts creation the common good there should be a power i the
legislature and 1t ought to be exercised to put an end to such mnstitu
tion Who shall judge of the wants of the existing generation the
Iving or the dead? Who shall contro} the property of this world and
prescribe 1ts apphication the dead who once owned 1t an part or the
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Stood ¢, ot, Ontrace han those Which respec, Some opject
ofvayy, fernghts which aybeassertedma ourt of jusce
0€s no¢ brace Cvery Possiple Case g NSaction societ
Particyja,y, f Come beiorea Jud eawmng th Vicioys Principle o
ich 8lish ang Some Apg), Meriean dges act that the
firse duty Jid djudge 15 to d by, Junsdictyop
a5 exta ed to officers Pomnteq p, the evecutn o who haye
demanded pulsor_y Pro Cure 5 Mission made oyt
Or an o, T but gy €Quent]y Withhelq by orde, of the Presideny
The of, an o), gh not freeholq and the
'PPointme, tang 1 erreq nights ywp, Were asserteq
2 coyy. Justice € Comeg Withiy t clause of
&dera} ¢, Stityy, Tespee, g con Tacts 44 €¥poundeq and
defineq above ), 8¢ Marghy If appotntmen; of men ¢4
oflice , 2 cont h, S of RCorporay, n Tacts ang Miarnage
con ge AfL hal] Tetty p, nly ang Judge Story
nequnocall\ I} N8 Withyy OPe of the be[ore—alt‘d
hibitory USe of the , Astitution “ould seep, to follow
that ey T tra, action of ocy 3 be engulfeq in this
Yortex ang Whirleg u, Junsdyey,, f eh, Supreme Court ang
that ¢ €0ple of ¢, ! of 80\ ernmen adapted
to ther Bants pap, ed g Tepealed o, totally
anged g5y S suppo, ed to o theyr nheren, and Unalenapje right
Ve I faep 1ads of httle perpetulues beyong the contry) of state
and Nationg) |, Bislatyg, nd <tonly ¢, the v, of ther directors
o of the o, p:
udge Marshy; Pecting of Marriage When
any state leglslature shap S 0 a0, nulling ), rrage contraces
and ;f they €An annyy one the €an map, or .'xlloumg euhcrpam to
annul Withoy, nsent of h ] be time €nough ¢,

€ ¢
nquire Whethey Such an gy be €ORStitytion,
Judge Story 1 the sap, Case Waspm,
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from the words of the lay, and of they e ambiguoys from any other
credible souree

ttobea ney
Whatever W23 granted 1n the Cammulmn Was mean
defined grang Tt was neyer intended by thyge %ho frameqd and the

Upon this poyy they adopted an amendmeny toguard ,,
2Pprebended ey, Tt1s the yory art 1

tution J
the C pg LS Areresery e 1 the
states reg ! 10 the pegple The framers Wnitended 5 specifie
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er

upon Tecord 5 More Unsoung and dangerous Stretch of Judicial 1y p
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‘The court assume that the Brant was made by the king and 1 tobe

tis
vince and Upon every Princaple of Iy, and Common sense
:i:::ﬁn:d Imuted ang controlled by (he local Laws of \rwlhmp-
shire anq by the Rnature of her poliiea] Institutiong

The theory of colomal 8overnmeny

W2s 3 perf ect
state havmg Power to may, laws bmdmg Within jtg Junisdiction

New Hampshyre on her firgy Organizaion 28 2 sey
168 asserted her nght 1o exclusne |,
Imuts by nacting 1p per t

eral Coury LLEYS 1Mposition
2% OF ordinapee should pe ory, ™ but such 5
sh ulg p, ¢ by the assembly apq 2Pproved by (pe President ang
Councy]

N\ew Mpshyre while 5 Part of \fage, tts veag Boverneq by
ber 15 Among which wag 631 e 8 Brants 1o
colleges ang schools gh, ¥Ing thay Y were deemed Public 1y lut oy
and lhosehvsscom ued (o be ph ), f % Hampg € unty} they

€ € repey], an, 3t never g4 Tepealed apy When the
charter of mouth lege fanted |y S under o) the re
St 2ctiong tations anq condittong ¢, Whch ¢, early ang fund,
menta) lay, Subjecteq like 1ngy, uttons 1, Is ¢ Judgeq by the
colonia) gng not the Englis law ap, by the olonia] gy, tisa puyy,

sty contrallah) by stay 02 private ANt in he
naty ¢ t The chap, ttmouth Coll, Upon the
ace ], rPorf be g, for pubt, DPurpoges 0 enlighte, the
Savage ap. Ucate the tiz W Hzmpshxrc ugh Dy
Wheel o , lared 5, to € founder 18 well kngyy,
th 1p: Tatnely hitle 1ts fun, Tt swag endoy g
1tk forty fon, Actes of I, one s hole g, 'D of whyep
%25 g1ven by the tate fiye hungrey acres in g,

¢ towy f Hangy ¢y a
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had not this class of contracts in view when they framed the clause
their object and design were confined to property contractsand prvate
nights and all history bears testimony that the states never would
have surrendered the very object for which they had contended before
the Revolution and encountered 1ts nusertes and penls to attam tke
nght to regulate their own internal civil nstitutions  Very true
say the court  but thus particular class of cases did not occur to them
at the ime and 1f 1t had would they have excluded 1t? We deade
that they would not and consequently 1t 15 embraced within the
meaning of the clause

Thus the authority to regulate some of the most important avil
mstitutions and particularly that of education i the higher branches
of iterature and the sciences the control over those sermnartes where
the citizens are educated who are destined to fill what are termed the
Iiberal professions and as munsters lawyers physicians and men of
letters are to enter every city town hamlet and famuly w the state
and durectly to influence the condition of society 1s wrested from the
states and confided to irresponsible perpetuities thus made independ
ent within the hmits of the state  With such latitudinous and far
fetched constructions the Federal Constitution 1s whatever the Federal
yudsciary may please to maket and the states aren fact 1n possession
of ittle more power than the barhiffs who officiate in the Federl court

The case from beginming to end was tried and deaided 0 allts
cardmal points upon an assumption of facts and principles that have
no real evistence here It 15 an Enghsh not an Amencan decision
made by a court who are Enghsh in all therr legal learming and prinat
ples The nghts powers privileges and duties of the corporation af¢
gothered not from the Jaus of New Hampshire where alone we should
fook for them but from Bnitish authorsties  thatis from the opiuons
of Enghsh judges m what the court assume to be analogous cases
and Enghsh law wnters who have figured on the British bench 1
Bntish reports and Bntish Jan books for the last five hundred of
athousand years The industnous research into the musts precedents
of English judges and the musty opinions of English junsts so quatnth
thsplayed by some members of the court 1n deciding this cause mght
have been very prawsesorthy and perhaps useful if they had been
sitting on the hings bench 1n Westrunster but they appear sadh

from the sup bench at Wast

4
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1680 the constitution of New
~mof the provinee 8 ollsble by
stive body
have given thew assent
Tt further says Knowledge and learning genenally diffused through
the commumty bewg essentual to the preservation of2 (rtcjgovem
ment and spreacing the opp and ad of
through the various parts of the country bewng It Hly conduane to
promote tusend 1t shall be the duty of thelegislators and magustrates
In all future perods of this government to chensh the interests of
1 terature and the sciences and all semunanes and pubhic schools etc.
Allowing for argument sake that this college rested 1ts nights ongi
nally upon English authonties  and that by the English law the
charter wasa contract between thestate and the grantees irrepealable
by the state thestate constitution adopted previous to the Constitu
ton of the United States modified thus grant and placed the mnstita
tion within the legislative control No msttution could exist except
those mmstituted for the general benefit nor could any wstitution hold
nghts whatever they mght have previously acquired after the adop-
tion of the state constitution which were adverse to the great prnc
ples established by that instrument Whenever any institution had
fatled to promote the general benefit the Jegslature had a nght and
we e 1n duty bound to reform 1t Agam no tax could be raised or
lewied but by legislative authonity The income from the funds of
the college and the rental of lands within the state are an ndirect
tax upon the people The constitution enjowns upon the leguslature
to cherish semimanes of learming and public schools this presupposes

their assent  They have ne er assented to the independence of Dart
mouth College

Ve repeat 1f the charter were engmnally such a contract as to make
ta of New
Constitution of

llll:nee United States d d ey s

1! es destroyed that quality and placed
the‘msm,uuon on the footing of all other public institutions cgntml
la\:ﬂedby the legislative will  The Constitution of the United States
could not confer any new nghts upon the college Tt could at most
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Public ,, tion €re bestoy Upon z¢ by Goy Wentnopyy and
esideg aboyy sey €nteep, hundred dollarg Were subscribeg b
Clttzeng of W Hampshxre t0 be payq 1 laboy Provisions anq buld
mgmarenals Fr, s vey, onigm 1 Was deemed n\ey Hzmps
to be 5 Publye sty Ution ected and ¢, don eq fe T bublic puj
The Iegxslal re very early Conferreq Upon 1t 4 eyl Jurisdiction of
three miles Quare gpq Made the Presideny op the e off 4
Magistrate heep rder Thys ,, a franchyge n Engliy
law 55 the ¢] Tter isels b %o noy, deny the nights of the stage
Iegxslature €al s lawp
Thave o, that Ututtons of this py Teat Brtay
are wiehy, the engyre 22 absolyte €ontrol of 4. ament  Jyges
Marsball says By the Volutiop, the duties 54 well ag he Powers
of Sovernme, devolyeq th People " Hampshyre Tty
2dmitteq that g the Ltter s COmprehen e ¢ transcenden
Pover of Parl Ment 4¢ Bell g4 that of the €Yecutry o departmenr
Iha shoy at msmutums of th, king , early a5 641 mere
conside, ed h, S Puble msmutzons that they depend upon loeaf
andnotBrmshI W for heir Vistence he1rnghts Powers and dutyes
thay eing publcmsmuuons founde, Y Virtue of colonpa) Statute
law 4 € were g JECt to the Modificyy,, DS v hich the locay legislatyye
2uthor,s chose ¢, mpose and thay 0 'S admgeq by the Supreme
ourt ey ep if ¢ ) hold , der the tish Iy the People of \ep
Hampshz € at the terming fon of yhe volution had ap unhmyteq
Controf g, €rthe, Stityy, Tus cop trol ¢y py have been abridgeq onh
Mg S first byt NStitutrop of \ey AMpshire andsecondly
by the Consmutzon of &enery} gor e, ment Ty e onstitution of
New Ppshire %hich as adopteq before the Consutuuon of the
UmtedSt s andsmcetmce They, d Gmernmenf
bemg WMstituteq fe Mmon efit Protectsop, and Security of
the wh, mm, nd 70y §, Priage nterest o, emolumeny
of any op n f, chas men ¢ erefore the people
may apg of righy oughy ref the ojq or Stablish 5 new goyern
meng
It further Sayg ubsiqy charge tax iMpost ¢ duty shall pe
establishe, fixed |, or ley soq Under gy Pretexy whatsoe, of with
out the Consent of the People o theyr represenlames In the |, islatyre
or autbant) demnyeq from thay body And €onformyy, Rith the
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by mususer Or nonuser of them Tt 18 subject to the con
:;Z;C::?m}fomy of 1ts legal visitor who unless restramned by the
terms of the charter may amv:n(:l and repeal its statutes remove 1s

and generally supenntend its trusts
omlggzre‘:hf:dopu:n n‘i‘ the Federal Constitution this college it1s
admtted by the court was Lable to the control of the people of “ew
Hampshire who by the Revolution succeeded to the transcendent
pawer of pathament and all the nghts of the crown within which 18
embraced the nght toabolish ov ‘modufy this charter By the adoption
of the United States Constitution according to this decsion the
college acquired new rights became independent and New Hampshire
subordwnate to 1t This corporation 13 subject to the controlling
authonty of 1ts legal visitor and none else who may amend or repeal
sts statutes and remove its officers Dr Wheeloch 1 conumphuon‘

trustees are named by it P

that there shall s mewhere exist a power to visit inquire mto and
correct all regulanties and abuses 1n such corporations And

of common 1 ght by the donation the {founder and
Tegal nisitors unless the foun

person to be wisitor

tus hewrs are the
der has appotnted and assigned another
As founder too Dr Wheelock and s
hetrs would have been completely clothed wath the visitorial power
bt the whole government and control over as well of the officers as
fthe even es | the college bemng with his assent assigned to the
tr stees 1 their corporate character the visitonial power which 13
included 1 this authonty nightfully devolved on the trustees  So
says Judge St ry
He ¢ then we ha e the government of the college which by a
ficuon flaw 1ssaid to have been granted by the king and founded
by Dr Wheelock when in fact 1t was established by the public author
1y of the province of New Hampsh e and prinaipally endowed by
the state for the be efit of the people of New Hampshire put by lum
under the g vernment of trustees who can amend or repeal the laws
of the nstituty 0 remove 1ts officers dimanish or increase their num
ber augment or lessen their salaries rase the revenues of the sty
tution by mdi ect taxation from the people of New Hampshire and
then laugh at the constitution and laws of the state within whose
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Subjecy 0ntro) o the Part of the ¢, WO thag what )
€¥pregs}, Tesery oq by the ¢, Tler itsalf 2 power
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WILLIAM M GOUGE

PRINCIPLES AND EFFECTS
OF THE BANKING SYSTEM!

g VIEW of the extent to which paper money banking affects
our social condition will be very mperfect 1f we confine 1t to
the direct operations of the system These are asit were but

the first hoks of a long extended chain  Each effect becomes in ats
turn & cause and the remote are of more

than the mmediate To prove this ‘a few plain truths will suffice

{TrE RevoTe CONSEQUENCES OF THE SystEM]
1f two men start m Lfe at the same time and the one gets at the
but a small ad oter the other and retains the
advantage for twenty or thuty years their fortunes will at the end
of that period be very unequal
16 2 man at the age of twenty-one years 15 deprived of one hundred
dollars which he had honestly earned and honestly saved the injury
d ne to this man must be estimated by the advantage he would have
den ed fr m the use of s httle property during the rest of his Lfe
The want of 1t may prevent hus turming his faculties to the best account

or
of
tus ancestors the wrong done to hum 15 of the same craracter 48 that
whchhes stains when he s unjustly deprived of property which was
the fruits of bus own mdustry It 1s the dictate of nature that parents
shalt lea e thewr wealth to their chuldren and the law of the land m
this case  nly confirms the dictate of nature
Y mAShort # story 12 per Money ndB
ot {3 el 8 o 1 g meney it gt
Wolkepr Pl fihe ytem with omdercion [u f { om Aorals ndHe;)Z
me;;l;:x;;m‘;i’n;kﬂ st fth way wk hp pormomey nd
T, g e ;:c_' : -[:E{:;&n:dp,w(m fthe comm sty (Phila

8
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bo, XIsts ang s Aracter of petuity and adependene
accorg, the ISlon and admysg, 1 of the court ¢ha College
Aquireq |, € 2doptiqy, of the Federy) Consutut € Datrony)
gove, t Dreteng, to ng Surthey contro} Nerit ang decigioy
Nullifiag Pover of th tate gy erat 1 2 de, 18107 pr uemng such
Tesults re the blic Confidence m the tribun,y that mag, »

€ recongyje Tican Jay, OF find 4, 2 trage of sou.d
co; ? Sy 4t the ey, tdent ¢, €o; te per
Peturtreg May pa Temed, %! islatiye Cnactmen, of thys deasion b
Tevers thay e ungy allats Ling, P
Ciples 5 €Versed d; Sur, m that ¢ the Amepeyy
Peop, S [3 Iples laid g, this ca5e the Stpreme
Coure will flecteq the whole f the British Emprre

after eight Years of vods, conflceg fatleq achiey e agawnst our
fath the Wil hay, ubjecteq us to ancreng Britisp 2w wathoy

s m, em But thys decision
Wil be Teverseq the €rTonegys doctrmes of thg Anglo Mencan bench
will pe Overthrony, the trye Prnciples o U nstitutions will be
TeInstateq n they Pristine force and vig,. they y,p be Tecognized
agam gp our Courts of judlcature and o shaly Jet agy)y Teap the
rich froyg of thy Precigyg and blood_y Sacrifice offereq by our fathers
Upon ¢, altar of triotysp, the night of bemg 8overneq by our owp

5
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and poverty are the consequences of the positive institutions of “:;M{
countries  Peculiar pohuical puvileges art commonly the ground ©
the distmction but peculiar commercial privileges have the same
efiect and when the foundation of the artificual inequality of fortune
15 once 1md Gt ‘matters not whether 1t be by feudal mstitutions of
money corporations) all the subsequent operations of society tend to
increase the dafference 10 the condition of &fferent classes of the
community

One consequence of unequal mstitutions 18 increasing the demand
for huxunes and Qumuishing the effecuve demand for necessanes and
comforts  Many bewg qualified to be producers of necessanes and
few to be producers of luxurtes the reward of the many s reduced and
that of the few rawsed to an enormous height The mventor of some
aew means of gratification for the nich 1s sure 10 TECENE s recom
pense thoughthousandsof able bodied menmay bestarvingaroundhum

Through 2ll the operations of bustness the effects of an unequal
distribution of wealth may be distinetly traced “The nich have the
means of rewarding most Tiberally the professional characters whom
they empl yand the tradesmen with wbom they deal Ananstocracy
In one depa tment of society \ntroduces an anistocracy mnto all

These effects are 1t 13 true most obvious 1 countries where the
causes of an artificial mequahty of wealth are of a permanent character

and connected with political organuzatt but they can be discovered
1n our own country  The inequality of reward out lawyers and physt
cians ecene s caused but in part by wnequahity of talent Ttisowing
1n part to the mequality of the means of those who employ them and
1o the d sposition the many have to prefer the lawyer or the physician
who 15 patronized by the nch and fastuonable  They feel that ther
own education disqualifies them for formng a proper estimate of
prof ssional talent and take the judgment of those they suppose must
from thewr super or wealth have better means of information

1t 15 however am ng the hard working members of society that
‘hsr:hmu effects of such causes a ¢ most observable

e condition of a mult tude of poor women 1n our

fately attracted the attention of the henevolent It a;;:i::;:l:;‘:;\;
statements that have been published that they can by working ten
of twelve hours every day earn no mo e than from seventy five gcenu
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It 15 not easy to set bounds to the effects of single act of ijustice
If you deprive 2 man of hig property you may thereby depnve ho
of the means of Pproperly educating his chidren and thus affect the
moral and mtellectyal character of his descendants for several genens
tions

Such bemg the consequences of single acts we may learn from then
to estimate the effects of those pohitical and commercial mstitutions
which operate unequilly  They lay the foundation of an arlfiend
inequality of wealth and whenever this 1s done the wealth of the
few goes on Increasmng n the ratio of compound nterest while the
reflex operations of the very causes to which they owe their wealth
keep the rest of the commumty m poverty

Where the distnibution of wealth 1s left to natural and just laws
and the natural connection of cause and effect 1s not violated the
tendency of money to beget money  or rather of wealth to produce
wealth 1s not an evil A man has as strong a natural ot ht to the
profits which are yielded by the capital which was formed by bs
Iabor as he had to the immediate product of his Iabor To deny ths
would be to deny him a right to the whole product of hus labor The
claims of the honest capitalist and of the honest laborer are equalh
sacred and rest n fact on the same foundation Nor 151t the law of
nature that the idle and improvident shall suffer temporary incon
ventence only By neglecting to form a capital for themselves the
render their future labor Jess productive than it otherwise mught be
and finally make themsels es dependent on others for the means of
both subsistence and employment

But unequal political and commercial mstitutions 15 ert the opera
tion of the natural and Just causes of wealth and poverty take much
of the capital of a country from those whose wndustry produced 1t and
whose economy saved 1t and give 1t to those who neither work nor
save The natural reward of industry then goes to the idle and the
natural punishment of 1dleness falls on the industrious

Inasmuch as personal pohtical commercial and accidental causes
operate sometimes 1n conjunction and sometimes 1n opposition 1t 15
difficult to say 1n individual cases in how great degree wealth or
poverty 1s owing to one cause or to another Harsh judgments of
rich and poor taking them indn idually are to be avorded But it 15
notorous that as regards different elasses 1n different countries wealth
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ually out of the tands of those whose labor produced
5:::‘:31::: :mconox:y saved 1t mto the hands of those who neither » :rk
norsave They do not clearly percenne ko the transfer takes Ph“\
but they are certan of the fact Inthe general scramble they thin
(hemsehes entitled to some portion of t(he ‘spml and 1f they cannot
1o 1t by faix means they tabe 1t by fou!
nh:cnce w)e find men without scruple incurning debts winch they have
rospect of pa
m}‘;mc‘: we fm‘;l r\:f\ when on the very verge of bankruptcy embar
rassing their fnends by prevailing 0n them to mdorse notes and sign
custorn house bonds
Instances 0 t unfrequently occur of men who have falled once or
twce afterwards accumulating great wealth
honorably discharge thewr old debts by paying
pound
How many evade the yust derands of their creditars by povately
transfernng their property
1t 15 impossible m the present condition of society to pass laws
which will punssh dishonest insolvents and not oppress the honest and
unfortunate

Neither can public opmion disunguish between them The dis-
‘honest share the sympathy which <hould be given exclusively to thew
unfortunate neighbors and the honest are forced to bear a part of

the indsgnat on which should fall entirely on the fraudulent
The standard of commercial honesty can never be raused very hugh
while trade 1s conducted on present principles Itishard saysDr
Frankln foran mpty bag to stand upnight  The strats to which
- n

How few of these
twenty shillings 1n the

[}

We may be very s¢ ere 1 our censure of such men but what else
ought we to expect whe the laws and crcumstances give to some
men so great ad -antages 1 the great game 10 which the fortunes of
the wh le community are at 1ssue what else ought we to expect but
that those to whom the law gives no such advantage should exert to
the utmost such faculties as remain to them in the struggle for riches

and not be very particular whether the m
eans they use are s
the law sanctions or the law condemns Y uchas
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10 a dojp, . 2 wee] Half of this sy 8065 for hoyse rent and g4
leavmg them from tbm) Seven ang a half cents tg fifty Cents a wee}
for fooq and clothyy, for thems| ves and children e thousands
are said ¢ ben this Situation 4, Pbxladelphm alone

artous p. Mmade ¢, better ther conditiong soze
futife Other, Solutel; Permeroyg he f Supply ang demand
are tog DPowerfy] 4 Sermong and € lon rate of the
Wages of h oor Women )5 the effect o &eneral caygeg ey
“hich af, 1€ way o another €very branch of busimess
the greg; 8ame haye beep Playing Much of the wealth of i,

country poo 55¢d 116 3 fory hands " men dying pay gy

nothmg to they, Widows and childrep and others who stif Ine an

not Supporg their famiheg €\cept by the additiony) ndustry of they
b

t. e
In thyg %ay the Mumber of seamstresses has €0 mcreased
On the Other hang mapy famulyes who would gladyy employ these
poor v, en ara Compelteq by ¢ €Ir own Stranteneq Circumstances 15
do thys hind of worl tbemsehes In thyg way the demand fo; seam

Privage benevo!ence may mprove the condition of indrviduals of
this clags but the clags tself can po benefiteq by sug Causes only as
wil diminggp, the Number of Seamstresses OF Increase fhe demand fo
therr g, The cayge that v mproye ¢he €ondition of gpe of the
ndustrioyg Classes of Soctety vy 'mproye the onditians of oy When
2n end shyypy be put ¢ unfay SPeculation then anq not ll then wil
honest mdustr_) haye s juse reward

€ €M 11 gy OUNLTIES 16 fie ype standard
of Commercy,} bonest; In the 2nse toy ng and Hollang Shile they
were nising to 4 ealth thyg Standarg “as very high Soldiers sere not
more carefy;} to Presene 4 3 nor Withoyt stamn thay merchants
were to mamntay, their Credt Withoyt lemys,

The Practices of trade p, the Uniteq States have debased the
standard of Commercyy; honest_y Withoy, clearyy d:stmgu:shmg the
€Causes that gy e 3 € a2 game of haphazyry men haye
come tg Percene clearly the Nature of the effecy They see wealth
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true as

the advantages of excess O defect of wealth butitis
e E ~ nenod of hfe too much
of the indsdual and

when 1t extends through 3 conuy urious to the character
of the community

1n the general mtercourse of society this arhfical nequabity of

wealth produces ‘baneful effects In the United States the pnde of

wealth has more force than in any other country because there 15
hete no other pnde to a wide the human heart Some of our good
Republicans do ndeed boast of a descent from the European nobility
but when they produce their coats of arms and theur genealogical
trees they are laughed at The question 15 propounded if their noble
ancestors left them any money Genus confers on its possessor 2
very doubtful advantage Vistue with us asnthedays of the Roman
poet 15 viler than seaneed wnlessithasa splendid retinue Talent 18
estimated only as a means of increasing niches W ealth alone can
gve permanent distinction for he who 1s at the top of the political
Tadder today may be at the bottem tomorr W
One mischief thus state of things produces 1s that men are brought
to consider wealth as the only means of hapmness  Hence they sacn
N

]
their works and to the modern treatises on crime and paupeiisii we

refer the reader The last mentioned treatises are for the most part
only dlustrat ons § the ultimate effects of positive institutions which
operate unequally on different members of the commumty

{Ereects o Happiness)

The inferences the intelligent reader must have drawn from what
Ias already been stated p eclude the necesaity of much detail n this
part of our mquiry

Wealth 1s 1f independently considered but one amo g fifty of the
canses of happiness and poverty viewed in the same hight 15 but one
am ng fifty of the causes of musery The poorest young man havn,
health of body and peace of mind and enjoying the play of the socmgl
sympathies i the affections of wife children and friends 1s happues
than the ichest ald man bowed down wath sickness opprssedpwplt;
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1 fect of wealth but it 15 true a8
T

when it extends througn e« r

MRt

o [lzege ge]\en{ intercourse of society this artificial mequality of
wealth produces baneful effects 1o the United States the pnde of
aealth has more force than 1 any other country because there 15
here o other prde to dunde the human heart Some of our good
Rep bhcans do mdeed boastofa descent from the European nobility
but when they produce thewr coats of arms and their genealogmcal
trees they are laughed at  The question s propounded if ther noble
ancestors left them any moncy Genius confers on its possessor a
ery doubtfuladvanta ¢ Virtue withus asin the days of the Roman
poet 15 viler than seaweed unless 1t has a splendid retinue Talent s
estimated only a5 @ means of mereasing nches Wealth alone can
g ¢ permane t dstinct on for he who 1s at the top of the political
ladde today may be at the bottom tomorrow

One mischief this state of things produces 15 that men are brought
to consider wealth as the only means of happtness  Hence they sacnt
fice honor conscie ce health friends everything to obtamat

‘The other effects of artificial inequality of wealth have been treated
of tlarge by m rabists from Solomon and Socrates downsards  To
their works and to the modern treatises on crime and paupensm we
sefer the reader The fast mentioned treatises are for the most part
only lustrations of the ultimate effects of positive wnstitutions which
operate unequ Uy on different members of the commumty

{Errects o Harpmvess]

The inferences the intelligent reader must have drawn from what
has already been stated preclude the necessity of much detad i this
part of our mqury

Wealth s 1f independently considered but one among fifty of the
causes { happuness and poverty viewed 1n the same Light 15 but one
amo g fifty of the couses of musery The Poorest young man hawing
bealth of bady and peace of mnd and enjoymg the play of the somgl

ymapathies in the affections of wife chuldren and Inends 15 happer
than the nchest old man bowed down with stckness oppressrdpvl:nh
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anxiety for the future of by remorse for the past having nobody &
love and beloyed by nobody

But though v may by menta] abstraction consider wealth mnde.
Pendently o Poverty mdependentl) nerther the one or the other s

a source of Tsery,

Some httle wealth at Jeagy enough for dasl, subststence 18 necessary
for the €NJoyment of Jyfe and the pursu;t of happiness and hence 1
1s that the night to Property 1g a5 mportant as the right to hfe 3 *
the night to hbert, You take my bfe when you do take the mears
by which 1 Ine

The majority of mey, are of such temperament thay something more
than the meapg of subsistence for the bare ¢y enty four hours 1s nects
sary for theyr happiness They must also havea Prospect of enjoyrg
the ke means of subsistence 1n future days  But thys 1s a prospect
which wyth the reflecting part of the poor 14 frequently overcast with
clouds ang gloom ey, Journeymen mechanyes are able to make
adequate Provision for sichness and old age The wages of a laborer
will support him anq his family while he €njoys health and while
employ ment ;5 steady byt 1 case of long continued sickness he must
look for relief from the hang of public or of pryate chanity  If ke
casts his ey es on hyg wife and children his dy ing hours are embttered
with thoughts of the misery which may pe their portion Corroding
care 1s the inmate of the poor man s breast It 550 heart withering
that it may be made 5 question if the condition of some slaves in the

States The #ant of hberty 5 , 8reat drawbach on happiness but
the slave 1s free from care He knows that when he grows old or
becomes 1nfirm s master 1s bound (o Provide for his wangs

There would be less objection to that artificia) tnequality of wealth
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what 15 necessary to gratiy the rational desires of a man does “:‘
ncrease his happiness 1 1t goes buth to wrrational deswes the
gratfication of them must produce msery Even when mordn‘\lale
wealth does not give bith to rrational desires 1t 15 attended with an
mcrease of care and this s a foe to happuness

With some men the love of wealth seems to be a blind passion
The magpie n uding silver spoons 1n 1t nest appears to act with a3
ruch reflection as they don piling money bag on money bag They
have no object m View beyond accumulation  But with most men
\he desire of great wealth appears subordinate to the love of great
power and distnction This 1s the end that the means They love
fine houses splendid equipage and large possessions less for any
physical gratification they 1mpart than for the distnction they confer
and the power they bestow 1t 15 with some as ouch an object of
2mbntion to be ranhed with the richest men as 1t 1s with others to be
ranked with the greatest warnors poets ot philosophers

The love of that hind of distinction which mere wealth confers 15
not a feelng to be ughly commended but it1s bardly tobe reprobated
when it 1s constitutional and when1tis under the gos ernment of proper
moral prnesple  Inthiscasetisa simple stumulus to yigorous ndus-
try and w tchful economy With some men the love of ease 18 the
ruling passion with others the love of pleasure and with others the
1 veof saence  1f the love of niches was not with many men stronger
than any of the other lo esweha ¢ mentioned there might not be
en ugh wealth accumulated to serve the general purposes of society
They may clamn the hberty of gratfying their particular passion tn a
reasonable way but 1t 15 a passion vhich derves less gratification
from the actual possession of a large store than from the constant
mcrease of mall me The man whose wealth increases gradually
fr m one hundred dollars to one thousand thence to five thousand
t‘hence to t; thousand and thence to fifty thousand has more satis
acti n i the progess than he who suddenly becomes possessed
hundred thousand dollars  As to the dxs(}l,ncuon wh?c;s mere wo‘e;x:;
;‘:“f‘:‘: 0‘;‘: ;\ﬁ: :Z:l;::rzdnx; a state of society in which the distrs

ural laws as certainly as in a state in

wh ch positive mstitutions operate to the advantage of the few and
to the disad -antage of the many 1f the riches of men were madcnto
depend enturely on their industry econory enterprise and prudence
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the possession of one hundred thousand dollars would confer as much
distnction as the st of five hundred th d dollars confers
atpresent  Those worth a plum  would then rank among the firs
men on change those who are worth five plums can rank no higher
now

But the system has not a merely negative effect on the happuness
of the nch  Such 15 the uncertamnty of fortune in the Unted States
that even the most wealtny are not exempt from panful sohiartude
for the future  Who can be sure that he w1l be able to navigate hs
own bark m safety to the end of the voyage when he sces the shore
strewed with wrecks? If a man Jeaves an estate to his children be
knows not how long they will keep possession of 1t If he extends his
views to his grandchildren the probability will appear strong that
some of them will be reduced to abject poverty

Such 1s the present custom of trade that a man who has a consider
able caputal of his own not unfrequently gives credit to four or five
times the amount of that capital  He s a rich man but even if the
debts due to hum are perfectly secure the perplextty which is created
by a long tran of credit operations the failure of but one of which
may prove his rutn must leave him little ground for solid satisfaction
and the necessity he 1s under 1n times of embarrassment of courting
the good will of bank directors goes far towards destroyng his per
sonal independence  The servile dependence on banks 1n which
many of our citizens pass their Inves  was observed by Mr Carey as
long ago as the year 1871

There 15 one other evil resulting from the super extended system of
credit which has its orgin 1n banking and with a few observations on
this we shall close our remarhs on this head of the subject We
allude to the #usery suffered by 1n honest man who 1s involved
debts  We have known cases in which none of the common rules of
prudence had been transgressed 1n incurring the debts 1n which the
creditors were perfectly convinced of the honesty of the debtor and
netther pressed for payment nor reflected on his disabalits to comply
with his engagements 1n which the debtor was sensible that his failure
would not subject hus cred:tors to any serious inconsentence and et
a gloom would overspread the mind of the debtor and remain there

for years
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Soanary?

To place the subject fairly before the reader we shall brng together
the principal propositions that have been supported i this essay and
leave the decasion to hus candid judgment

e have mantained

1 That real money 15 that valuable by reference to whch the value
of other articles 15 d and by the st Uty of which
they are arculated It 15 & commodity doneupina particular form
1o serve a particular use and does not differ essenticlly from other
ttems of wealth

2 Thatsihver owing tots dhiferent physical properties the untver
saland ncessant demand for 1t and the small proportion the annual
s pply bears 1o the stock on hand 15 as good a practical standard of
value as can reasonably be deswred It has no vanations escept such
asnecess 1y a ase from the nature of value

3 That real money diffuses wtself through different countries and
through different parts of a country 1 proportion to the demands of
commerce Mo proh can pre ent its def g from
where wealth and trade are dechining andn obstacle except spurious

m gey can pre ent ts flowmng into countries where wealth and trade
are ncreasing

4 That money 15 the tool of all trades and 15 as such one of the
most useful of productt e wstruments and one of the most valuable
of abor saving machines

5 Thatbillyof exchangeand pr rmssory nolesare a mere commercial
med mand ate ase sl aries of gold and silver money very useful
but they duffer from metallic money 11 having no inherent value and
mben evidencesafdebt Thee pressionsof vatue n bullsof exchange
and promusso y notes are according to the article which law or custom
bas made the standard and the failure to Pay bills of exchange and
Pr mussory notes does not affect the val e of the currency or the
standard by wh ch all contracts are regul ted

6 That bank notes ate me ¢ eridences of debt due by the banks and
nth respect diffe not from the Pr missory notes of the merchants
but bewg recerved 1 full of all demands they become to all intents
and putposes the money of the country

Ubd pp 35 4 —Text mptt }
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the possession of one hundred thousand dollars would confer as much
distinction as the Possession of five hundred thousand dollars confers
atpresent Those worth » Plum  would then rank among the first
men on change those who are worth fiveplums can rank no bugher
now

But the system has not a merely negatrve effect on the happiness
of the rich

knows not how long they wall heep possesston of 1t If he extends his
views to his grandchildren the probabiity wili appear strong that
some of them w.il be reduced to abject poverty

tmes the amount of that capital  He is a rich man but even if the

Iy secure the perplexity which is created
by a long tram of credit operations the failure of but one of which
may prove his ruin must leaye him hittle ground for sohd satisfaction

sonal ndependence The servile dependence on banks 1 which
many of our citizens pass their lnes  was observed by Mr Carey as

long ago as the year 1811
There 15 one other evil resulting from the super extended system of
credit which has s origin i banking and with a few observations on

ect his creditors to any serious inconsentence and yet
a gloom would overspread the mind of the debtor and remain there

for years
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t on the supposition roost favorable 10 the fends of the
ba:is\m:‘:st:m the w:‘::ameum guned by the substitution of bank
wedwm for gold and silver com 13 equal only to about 42 cents pe:!
annum for each mdidual 1 the country but that it sl be foun

{hat nothung 15 18 reality gained by the nafion Af due allowance be
snade for the expense of supporting three or four hundred banks and

for the fact that tank medim 15 2 machine which performs ws work
badly

t thousands of dollars are annually
-h

s

t
pad tothe ‘banks on evidente v

t
being pad to those who part with commodities 1n exchange tor vank
notes.

17 That mto the formation of the bank apital of the country

ery hittle substantial wealth has ever entered that capital having
been formed prnapally out of the promissory notes of the ongmnal

subscribers 1 ns of the banks
themsel esha € fachitated  They who have bought the script of the
banks at second hand m3y have honestly pad cent pev cent forat
but what they have paid has gone 1o those from whom they bought
the seript and does not f rm any part of the captal of the banks
18 That if 1t was the ish of the Legislature to promote usurous
dealings 1t could mot well devise more efficient means than ncor
jporating paper money banks That these banks morcover V€ rise
to many hnds of st ¢k jobbing by ahich the simple munded are
jured and the crafty benefited

19 That many legilators have 1 voung for
they were promoting the welfare

al nce of falsey ews n lepslative

banks supposed that
of their constituents but the prev
bodies 1n respect to money Corpord
tions and paper money 15 to efly to the desire certain
members have to make money for themselves or to afford their
political partisans and personal fnends opportunities for speculation
20 That the banking interest hasa pernicious nfluence on the pen
ocheal press 1 public electons and the general course of lepistation
This mte est 15 so powerful that the establishment of a system of
sound currency and sound credit 1s mpracticable except one or other
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7 That banhs owe their credit to therr charters for if these were
tahen away not even therr own stockholders would trust them
8 That the arculating quality of bank notes 1s 1n part owmg to
their being recenable in payment of dues to government 1n part to
the wnterest which the debtors to banks and bank stockhnlders have
in heeping th ™ when the
system 1s firm
9 Thatse o peue payments are mamntamed there 1s 2 hmt
on bank issues but thus 1s not sufficient to prevent successive
expansions and contractions which produce rumous fluctuations
of prices while the means by which bank medium skept convertible
mnflict great evils on the commumty
10 That no restriction which can be mmposed on banks and 5o
discretion on the part of the directors can prevent these fluctuations
for bank credit as a branch of commercial credit 15 affected by all
the causes natural and political that affect trade or that affect the
confidence man has i man
11 That the fleability or elasticity of bank medium 15 not
an excellence but a defect and that evpansions and contractions
are not made to suit the waats of the commumty but from a sunple
regard to the profits and safety of the banks
12 That the uncertanty of trade produced by these successive
expansions and contractions 1s but one of the evils of the present
system  That the banks cause credit dealings to be carried to 20
extent that 1s highly permicious that they cause credit to be gnen to
men who are not entitled to 1t and deprive others of credst to whom
1t would be useful
13 That the granting of exclusive privileges to companies or the
etempting of companies from habilities to which individuals are sub-
ject 15 repugnant to the fund { prineiples of Amencan govert
ment and that the banks masmuch as they have exclusie privileges
and exemptions and have the entire control of credit and currency
are the most pernicious of mone) corporations
14 That a nomunal responsiblity may be imposed on such corpora
tions but that 1t 15 impossible to impose on them an effectve responst
bisty They respect the laws and public opinion so far only as 1
necessary to promote their own nterest
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nn 10n most favorable to the fniends of the
<

\
for ¢2ch mdindual m e W 1y

f;:f:ommg 1s 1n reaty ganed by the nation 1f due allowance be
made for the expense of supporting three or four hundred banks and
for the fact that bank medwm 15 2 machine which performs uts work

I
‘mxléy That some hundreds of thousands of dollars are annually
extracted from the people of Pennsy Ivania and some milhions from the
people of the Unuted States for the support of the banks 1nsomuch as
through banlung the natural order of things 1s reversed and nterest
pad o the banks on evidences of debt due by them instead of mnterest
bemg paid o those who part with commodities in exchange for bank
notes

17 That 1nto the formation of the bank capital of the country
very little substantial nealth has ever entered that capital having
been formed principally out of the promussory notes of the orngunal
subscnbers or by other means which the operations of the banks
themselves ha e facihitated  They who have bought the seript of the
batiks at second hand may have honestly paid cent per cent for 1t
but what they have pa:d has gone to these from whom they bought
the seript and does not form any part of the capital of the banks

18 That if 1t was the wish of the Legislature to promote usuriaus
dealings 1t could not well devise more efficient means than incor
Pborating paper money banks That these banks moreover gue rise
to ma y kimds of stock jobbing by which the smple-minded are
injured and the crafty benefited

19 That many legislators have in voting for banks supposed that
they were promoting the welfare of their constituents but the prev
alence of false views n leguslative bodies i respect to money corpora
ton and paper money 15 to be attnbuted chiefly to the destre certatn
menbers have to make money for themselves or 1o afford therr
political b rtisans and personal friends opportumties for speculation

20 That the banking imterest hasa permeious influence on the pen
odical press on public elections and the general course of legislation
This mte est 13 s0 powerful that the establ shment of a system of
sound cuszency and sound credit is impracticable except one or other
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7 That banks owe their credit ¢o their charters for 1f these were
taken a%ay not even their own stockholders would trust them

8 That the circulating Quality of bank notes 18 10 part owing to
therr being recenvable in pay ment of dues to government m part to
the interest which the debtors to banks and bank stockholders have
mn I\eepmg them 1n circulation ang in part to the difficulty when the
system is firmly established of obtaining metallc money

9 Thatso long as SPecie payments are mamtamed there 1s 2 umt
on bank jssyes but this s not sufficient to Prevent successne

€Ypansions and contractions v hych produce rumous fluctuations

of prices whyle themeans by v hych bank mediym 5 Kept convertible
milict great evils on the communmty

10 That no restriction which can pe mmposed on banks and no
discretion on the part of the durectors can Drevent these fluctuations
for bank credyt as a braneh of commercal credit 15 affected by all
the causes natyral and pohitical that aflect trade or that affect the
confidence man has n man

11 That the fleability  of elasticity  of bank medium 1s not
an excellence but a defect and that €Ypanstons and contractions
are not made to suyt the wants of the community but from a simple
regard to the Pprofits and safety of the banks

12 That the uncertanty of trade produced by these successive
e\pansions and contractions s but gpe of the evls of the precent
System  That the banks cause credit dealings to be carried to an
extent that 1s highly bernicious that they cause credit to be given to
men who are not entitled to 1t ang deprive others of credit to whom
2t would be usefy]
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28 That mcorporating a paper money bank 13 not the necessary
sndproper or natural and appropriste w3y of correchng the evils
occastoned by the State banks inasmuch 23 2 nationa) bank resting
on the same prinarples as the State banks must produce sumlar evls
29 That canvertible paper prevents the accumulation of such
2 stock of the precious metals as wifl enable the country to bear
transitions from peace to war and wnsure the puncteal payment of
war taxes and that the necessary and proper or natural and
way of providing for all public exig 18 by making
the Gr a salid money G as was intended by the
framers of the Constutution
30 ‘That sf Congress should from excesnive caution of some less
commendable mats ¢ decline passing the acts necessary to wsure the
gradual withdrawal of bank notes they may greatly dimsnish the
evils of the system by declarung that notlung but gold and silver shall
be receved tn payment of duties and by malung the operations of
the Government entirely distinct from those of the banks
31 That on the abolition of incorporated paper money banks
prvate bankers will nise up who =il recenve money on deposit and
allow interest on the same discount promussory notes and buy and
selibillsof e change Operating on sufficient funds and being respon
sble for their engagements m the whole amount of their estates
these pri -ate bankers will not by sudden and great expansions and
curtaidments  derange the whole traw of mercantile operations. In
each large aity an office of depostt and transfer similar to the Bank
§H mburg will be established and we shall thus secure all the good
of the present banking system and avo d all s evils
32 That f the present system of b nlang and paper money shall
contmue the wealth and papulati n of the country wall sncrease from
natural causes t 1 they shall be equal for each square male to the wealth
Aot e Bt wih vy el sy
sctety 1 Greas th: Cm e nea ly appro mate to the state of
mem il be yaord] Tme  nd paupenism vill increase A few

rich some comf and 2 multitud
Po ety This condition £ n

things will naturally lead to the ad ption
:: 3:; pol:lc(y which proceeds  the prnaple that a legal remelziy 18
nalurcnun'l'hns :hena;_h ;nu.ﬂ evil and nothing Jeft for the operations of
e of fegislation wll increase the evils it 35 1ntended
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of the political parties into which the nation 1s divided makes suchan
object 1ts primary principle of action

21 That through the varous advantages which the system of
mcorporated paper money banking has gren to some men over
others the foundation has been laid of an arfyfical mequality of
wealth which lind of inequahty 15 when once laid increased by al
the subsequent operations of society

22 That this artificial nequality of wealth adds nothing to the
substantial happmess of the rich and detracts much from the happiness
of the rest of the community That 1ts tendency 15 to corrupt one
portion of society and debase another

23 That the sudden dissolution of the banking system without
swtable preparation would put an end to the collection of debts
destzoy private credit break up many producine establishments
throw most of the property of the industrious mnto the hands of spect
lators and deprive laboring people of employment

24 That the system can be got rid of without difficulty by pro-
libiting after a certamnday the 1ssue of smallnotes and proceeding
gradually to those of the highest denommnation

25 That the feasibility of getting nd of the system s further
proved by the fact that the whole amount of bank notes and bank
credits 15 according to Mr Gallatins caleulation only about cne
hundred and nine million doltars By paying ten or eleven mihons
ayear the whole can be hquidated in the term of ten years If how
ever twenty or thirty years should be required for the operation the
longest of these 1s but a short period in the hifetime of a nation

26 That 1t has not been through the undervaluation of gold at
the mumnt that eagles and half-eagles have disappeared but from the
free use of bank notes Nevertheless a new comage of preces con
tamning four and eight or five and ten dollars worth of gold 15 desirable
to save the trouble of calculating fractions The dollar being the
money of contract and account no possible confusion or injustice can
be produced by an adjustment of the gold comage to the siver
standard

27 That incorporating a paper money bank 1s not the necessary
and proper or naturaland appropnate way of managing the fiscal
concerns of the Unton but that the necessary and proper or natural
and approor ate  way 15 by sub-treasury offices
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THEOPHILUS FISK
CAPITAL AGAINST LABOR!

e msToRy of the producers of wealth of the industrious

dlasses 15 that of a continued warfare of honesty against Jroud

tceakness agamnst power gushce aganst oppression The pur
chasers of labor have n all ages had the advantage of the sellers and
they have rarely faled to use their power to the furtherance of their
ownmterest Until within a comparatively short period of time the
labonng classes even m England and Scotland were slaves serfs
tondmen  Colliers 1n the latter country even down ta as late a period
25 1776 were slaves 1n fact as well as m name  Gradually however
the rust of time weahened their chains of bondage the perod at
length arrived when the grievous burdens upon their shoulders were
100 galling longer to be borne the collar was shpped from the galled
neck and ther anstorratic masters finding 1t 1mpossible longer to
rde i safety consented wath an 11l grace to forego 2 pnvilege they
were n longer able to preserve  But in lostng the name of slaves
we are not to suppose that the sellers of iabor were allowed to assume
the place 1n society that God and nature designed for them That
the laborer had natural nalenable nghts that they were free and
tndependent members of soctety and possessed the nght 1f they sold
their labo o fix their own price upon 1t would have been scouted
2tas fall things the most levellng disorganizing and dangerou
Hence the those who purch labor were My
Passing partial unequal unjust laws and paying for 1t according to
the ideas of its value by those who wanted touseit Then commenced
the struggle between the two great dealers in the market of the world
“Th Capital and Labor and as Capital had always the government
;‘e ln:;;:gt:lon of bayonets to suppott its claims the result may eastly

m!Fm C(a%ul gunst Laba  An Addressd L ered at Jul  Hall bef re th
Emmp to - Welnesday evmng My 835 inth Ne Vork
6F £ Aogust§ 835 p — Abndged]

%



198 SOCIAL THEORIES oF JACKSOMIAN DEMOCRACY

33 That there 15 feason to kope that on the downfall of money ed
corporations and the substitution of gold and silver for bank meduz
sound credst w;i] take the place of unsound and legitimate enterpns,
the place of wild speculation  That the moraland ntellectual charac

skill prudence and enterprise and poverty the punishment of few
except the indolent and prodigal
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ton and all that ennobles digmfies and exalts humamty  Ttis the
Iustory of all the wonderful unprovements in the arts and sciences 1n
manufactures and commerce
"The record of the past affords the highest encouragement for the
A % future If the labonng classes have been able with
~—  hearway to
ntal and to
possess themseh es of many vitu p free citizen
ship we can easily determune the question of the r vltimatle emanc
pation and t wmph The contraversy will mever cease the warfare
will never end until alt are placed upon the broad tableland of perfect
poltical equahity  The sellers of labor will yet wrest from the unholy
grasp of the apostles of Mammon the night to govern themselves to
make thexr own Jaws and to select their awn agents to execute them
Though the power of wealth in the hands of the fep may for a time
k ep down the industrious many yet the hazard of expenmenting too
far with th se who have suffered so much and so fong had better be
taken wnto the calculation before a system of continued permanent
1 bbery be determmed upon before they determuned to treat the
unimanacled workingran as they would a convict in the state prison
they w uld do well to pause Beneath their feet an earthquale
slumbers  There 1s a pertod in the affairs of men when { rhearance
ceases to be a virtue when patient endurance becomes criminal  Let
the 1nte ested beware b w they accelerate the sands 1 Time s hour
glass and thereby hasten a season when resistance and not res gnation
and passive obedience will be the rallying watchword
The laws by which we are governed were not made by us although
5a1d 10 be ——had they been they would have been equal equitable
and impartial ——for the benefit and protection of the masses the
great wh leof whichsac ety isc mposed It 1s quite 1mpassible for the
laboning classes to make laws to rob one another they cannot steal
{ m themsel es by partual feguslats n What 15 for the interest of one

©sfo themterest of 11 But let the pri nleged few make the laws
2nd what 15 the esult? What has bee
all past tume? Wh

n the natural consequence i
nabobs

y that the many bha e been ground up to feed the
" What has been will be  Lile causes produce bike effects
\mde stoly arcumstances  Pore over the musty folios of the past
2nd the starthng trath meets you tevery page that all laws made
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Dunng the existence of the ancient monopohes called guilds or
fraternitres capital and labor were identified  These fraternites
were composed both of masters and workmen whose interests were
one and the same at length however the privileges of these bodies
which had orgwally been conferred upon them for their protection
agamst the violence of the feudal nobility became so odious aad
oppressive that it became indispensable that they should be abndged.
The parties then became opponents the one endeavorng to raise
the other to depress the prices of labor  Combmations were then
formed As early as 1548 we find a notice 1n a preamble of an act of
Parhament 1 these words artificers handicrafts men and laborers

the system was abandoned and the laws repealed

By this brief and imperfect outhne it may be seen that those who
hive without Iabor are and have been the enemues of the producing
classes  Ther interests although naturally where justice prevails

tyranny and mnjustice Upward and onward has been ther watch
word until now they are cnabled from the Pproud emmence to which
they have attamed to laok fornard and behold the promised land I
they are true to themselves they must nevitably enter in and possess
it Although the Jebusites and Gershashstes and Parasites all the
various classes castes and tnibes of the Canaanites who Ine by pres
and plunder may look fierce and tal), big  the mhentance 1s ours
The history of the amelioration !mprovement and elevation of the
workng classes 1s but the history of the Pprogress of wealth enviliza
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charters for the workingmen to build houses without labor and to grow
nch without bemg industrious
Webearat almist every comer of the streets the stereotyped Bill
ingsgate about the ‘lower classes ‘Lower classes sndeed! The time
has been when they were as low as the sordid spint of avance and the
sron heel of bloodsucking ambition could tread them dovn thousands
Iving and dying mere cogs 1 the social machine dragging out 2
msersble existence 1n the squalor of toil want and degradation
They ha e stood still as stocks quiet as the charnel houte while
lisping imfancy has been foredoomed by the unholy Just of gold to
Ibor 12 34 16 hours per day withenng and blasung the bud of
youth ere its petals were unfolded to the sun  If they dared to
remonstrate 1o utter 2 word of expostulation the dry hard cold hp
of unfeeling selfichness would contract with scorn and mal gmity and
the stony eye of unpityimg brutahty would look daggers wlnle the
hand used them  Thus has been bome their taskmasters were nich
and could talk Latin
The natural consequences of laziness the penalty of idleness has
fallen upon the dustrious classes nstead of the nch capitalist who
bives without labor those who earn and save have been compelled to
torl early and late for a pittance barely suffcient 1o keep thesr famihies
from starving that the indolent drones mught be clothed 1n purple and
fine linen and fare sumptuously every day The natural reward of
ho estindustry has been wrested from the laborer by unjust laws and
guven to those who were never guilty of earning a dollar in their Iives
whoare toalazy ta work and too proud to beg but the days of oppres
ston are numbered God grant they may soon be finished
“:‘11‘; i:}g::‘:::lnc:s x::s;h mallecll us hor;: e;: homes this evening 15
Gy T b remuch. 551 seelmsl e dawning light of 2 coming
ko e by i hga effect 1f nothuing more 1t will teach those
N plunder that a part of mankind were never bom to be
lwm of wood and drawers of water to those no better than them
sel n:s 1t wll call upon the public for therr strong reasans why the
producers of wealth should be kept i gnorance servility and bo
why th y and bondage
Y they must1 nger be debarred the blessings they have purchased
‘;’::{;:rs 2ud blood and lazy men not upon the misenies ofpthe poor!
the m‘?ﬁ:g?:i:‘n]:“ﬁ“@m 208 Chashan foad oerdeamd dharand
ipation of the white slaves of the North and



and devourmg them! Therr msnamed laws of Profection always have
made them rich a¢ our expense have eyer added to therr already over
floning coffers by filching the products of industry from the pockets
of the poor The laborer asks no Pbrotection their offers therefore are
entirely gratutous the laborer can and does both protect humself ard
the non producer into the bargan  In case of invasion or msurrec
tion who talig ofproteclmg them? When the appalling ¢y of fire!
falls upon the ear who protects the scanty property of the laborer
the palaces of the poor?  Not the men who make the laws  They
do not even protect their own gorgeoys manstons from the devours g
element No e ask no protection we simply desure to be lef alone

Agreatde 1af o
the aristocra ;
clung to ther  4e 1pe POISOnous vy to the monarch of the wood
Palsying the faculties throwing fetters of bondage upon the mtellect
until at last they Pperish 1n the entwining folds of hollow hearted dis-
sunulation Al the fuendly embraces of those who fatten upon the
toil of others are lie the hug of the bear certamn death Let our
motto be Tale Jour delicate fingers from our throats white paws
if you please gentlemen

But the monopolists the professional men the men of wealth they
labor 1t 15 said as well as the farmer and the mechamic  They do
Iabor to be sure but 15 laboring to collect thay uhich others ha ¢ earned
The lawyer s may 1t please your honor never made the pot bol
The presidents and cashiers printed Paper rags covered with false
Promises to pay never crowned the hill with ripening sheaf nor made
the valley smile The lazy drone by sucking a quill behund his ear

If our houses could sprng up Spontaneously Iike mushrooms if we
t 1n our seats hke dried mummies and bv sinel et
11

v Iteled 1tis to be done by the hard hand

of labor 1n sweat and tod and fatigue  The legislature grants no
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tire we are gropmg in such an unnatural state of society Ve
- ¢ % empire of

lheprovery u o= all boy 15
truth but not the whole truth  Sit Anthony Carlisle an English
physican of great eminence S3ys that after 40 years observation and
practice he s satisfied that vigorous health and the ordnary duration
of e cannot be generally d under the of
twelve bours labor day by day Dr Fame says Man can do more
than he 1s allowed or permutted to do by nature and in attemptng
1o transgress the bounds Prowidence has pomted out to him ke
abndges bus lfe 1n the exact proportion n which he tran gresses the
fawy of nature and the divine command  When will the mass lean
1hat the life 13 more than meat the body more than raiment?

Dr Green surgeon of St Thomas Hospital draws a most fnghtful
picture of the maladies that are engendered by long contimued unre-
mitting tol  The medical profession 1n England raise thewr umted
volces agamnst a system that demands uniform unceasinglabor  They
declare that the average labor of full grown strong healthy men ought
nott exceed twelve hours meals included The wigor of life 1s well
known to depend upon the perfection of the blood  If the artenal
creulation be too much exhiusted an accumulation takes place on
the venous side the blood 1s detenorated and orgabic diseases are
produced which abridge lfe  So far they regard man as an anumalt
~—over-exertion having the same baneful mfluence upon both But
man1s to be considered as vastly supérior to an ammal over labor has
a most debasing influence upon hus mund that faculty alone which
renders bum more exalted n the scale of being than the antmal creation

‘The bonds of domestic love become relaxed and as a consequence
the filal and paternal dutes are unculti ated The over worked
asbisan has not tme to chensh these feelings by the famthar and
grateful arts which are their constant foad and without which nourish
:‘“‘ they perish  An apathy benumbs hus better sympathies chille

5 5pint and turns the heart to stone Such 1s the natural aye

almost mevitable result of the barbarous system 2gamst which you

bave so nobly taken
p arms should you succeed of wh
ente tan a shade of doubt of 4 e i oot

you are true to yourselves the blessin,
o: p\t:!enty 1l be showe ed upon your memones The eruel sys!ef:
stavery must be robbed of s sting the venom must be destroyed
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to declare to the world that the workers are and of nght ought to

duped to groap i Perpetual slavery to year the mextricable chams
the few are forging for the many

Knowledge ang virtue being the only sure foundation of Amencn
Liberty you have talen the proper steps towards a resumption of
Your sacred rights By reducing the number of hours of labor you
gve vourselves OPportunity to obtamn that Lnowledge which 1s power
They whose god 1s gain have long feared that if the Iaborer should be
allowed to tale hys nose from the grindstone five minutes at a tume
he would be learning how to govern and provide for humself so he

born to trouble as the sparks fly upward byt according to therr creed
we were born to labor as the sweat drops downwards Says Black
u00d s Maga e Are not the poor the working classes? Then let
them work — work — worl, If they are to have resting hours on
weekdays pray what is the u
end and whole duty of man Nobody thinks of asking what rest
does the law of nature require’ We are goyerned by the laws of
avanice which hle bigotry  has no head and cannot think no heart

and cannot feel  We even seem to forget there ever were laws of
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rmonster that feeds on human gore the other mnety nine are hissing
and sputtenng fiercely asever  So long as you allow caputal to tnake
faws for labor standing out for hagher wages or reducing the hours of
toil will only be downg the work by halves There must be a radical
reform and thus can only be accomplished at the batlot boxes. Allow
the capitabists to make a compromuse with you allow them to play
the lawgwver and they will not care a brass farthing how few hours
you work or what prices you receive  They will take go0d cate bow
fo strike the balance when they come to pay you for your labor  For
every hour you abstract froma toil they will levy an indirect tax upon
you that shall treble its value  Na  There 13 not a nabob 1n Boston
that would raise a finger to prevent the ten hour system f he
thought the great work of reform would stop there for all that could
be remedied 1n a hundred ways by partial legislation next wanter
But the great Jear of those who grow nich upon your industry 1s that
1t you get time to mmprove your minds you will get your eyes open
to the monstrous frauds that have been perpetrated upon you by the
beathen idolaters the worshippers of Mammon  Let their worst fears
be realized  Shoulder to shoulder man to man our fathers fought
and tnumphed let thewr sons profit by thewr illustnious example
Shrink not dishand not and fear nathing
Teach the lawgivers a salutary lesson at the polls vote for no man
%ho 15 not pledged to mamtamn your cause at all nisks and at every
hazard  If you are unted your strength 15 well mgh ommipotent
Throw away all party names all pa fes are and ever have been
opposed to your interests  Form a party of your own that shall be
all-controlling and uncontrollable  Take any name jou please I
crenot  Call yourselves Whigs Tortes Democrats Federalists — 1t
1sall one to me so that you are umted  Your opposers will seek to
& de you by some party Jealousy because they know that divde and
fwn 15 the only pobicy that will overthrow you Bind yourselves
:53:: by the strongest of all bonds that of self mterest You have
COTIMON CAUSE ONE COMIMON namme One COmmon interest the

‘nterest of Labor the mterest aof honest mdustry  Keep this one

smg(\e object 1 view no longer at electi ns throw the rape over the

ro;:Q :( :he house ;m; pullat eachend butallone way give one steady
vey o thelong strong and the

o A g and the puli altogether and the mass

four winds of heavm‘l“ﬂh!)' and oppression will be scattered to the
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We demand not mere justice to the anunal body but tme to do
justice to the heart and mind time to grow 1n hnowledge and the
practice of equitvand virtue  We wish to see the beacon of knowledge
hghted up 1 every hilltap and shedding sts hatlowed rays across the
path of ignorance shmng with a saving hight bnghter and brghter
even unto the perfect day

Butitis objected that of the ten hour system succeeds the young
men the apprentices will become wald and urruly  The objectionus
a base and unfounded hibel both upon masters and men  They have
one whole day 1n seven to themselves under the present system the
same moral or physical restraimts that operate on that dav would upon
other days in the week The master or the guardian would hardly
become relaxed wmn their rules of duty even if the apprentices did not
labor more than four hours in the day

But they will get less wages because they will produceless  Wemust
have other proof than mere assertion for this before 1t can be deemed
worthy of credence If a man works better when he 1s fresh thae
when he 1s fatigued then we could hardly suppose he would doless
a twelvemonth upon the sy stem you are contendng for than upon the
barbarous all day bondage Suppose he does less and receives
fess how much less? Why only one twelfth part at most and what
15 one twelfth part of a week s wages compared with the amount of
happness that would be thus increased at the famly hearthstone?

If he works less he will suffer less and 1t will cost hum less to Ine
The fees to the doctor the apothecars and the nurse will be sensibly
dimunished It wall also be an immense saving to the naton  The
health and strength of the operatives bemng no longer broken by exces-
sive toil the workhouse will no longer be thronged They would not
only perform as much labor as at present but would become healthy
and wise :f not wealthy

The eforts you are now making to relieve yourselves of the odious
oppressions which for ages have disgraced humanity are deserving
the warmest approbation of every friend to the nght of man through
out the world

A nughty spiit 15 abroad 1n the earth overthrowing the pillass of
despohsm and the fetters of bondage  VWith the fnends of freedom
throughout the world let us be co-worhers Let the present effort be
but the ghmmenng twvilight of a day of unclouded glory  Remember
that this 15 but the loppung off of but one single head of the political
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used 2 sudden and considerable nse of price would be the mevitable
consequence  Should this increased demand lead to any valuable
umprovement 10 the uning art or to lnvestigations which should
discover new and prohfic beds of ore 8 corresponding fall of prces
woul occur ‘These fluctuations are continuatly taking place and an
attempt to prevent them by state legislation would be about a8 effec
tual as the command of the barbanan king that the ocean should not
overpass a certamn bound  Suver and gold though 1 2 fess degree
are luble to precisely the same fluctuations of wtnnsic value and to
seek toconfine them to a fixed pomt 1sanattemptmarked by equal folly

1f then the mtrnsic value of money cannot be established by law
the value of 1ts use 13 o less bey ond the proper compass of legishaion
Though a certam per centum 1 established as the rate which may be
demanded for the use of money we find when the article 1s relatively
abundant that notwithstanding the law a muchlower rateisrecened
and why on the other hand when money 1s scarce should an attempt
be made to prevent 1t from nsing to its natural level?

Such attempts have atways been and always will be worse than
frutless They not only do not answer the ostensible object but
they accomphish the reverse  [hey operate like all restrictions on
trade to the injury of the very class they are framed to protect they
oppress the borrower for the advantage of the lender they take from
the poor to g1 ¢ to the nich  How 15 this result produced? Swmply
by dunimishing the amount of capital which m the shape of money
would be lent to the commurty at xts fair value did no restriction
exst and placing what 15 left in the most extortionate hands By
attaching 2 stigma and a penalty to the mnnocent act of asking for
money what monev 15 worth when that value nses above seven per
cent the scrupulous and reputable money lenders are driven from
the market and forced 1o employ their funds in other modes of 1y est
ment  The supply the madequacy of which 1n the first place caused
the increase wn the rate of usance 15 thus stll further diminished and
the rate of usance necessanty nses still lagher  The loanable funds

100 are held only by those who do not scruple 1
0 tax the)
other grievous char, : i

B¢ as secunty agamst the penalty imposed by
;;;n:ic:;‘ ar;:s thus our Legslature instead of asssting the poory
By €3 s necess ties the occasion of sorely augmenting his
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WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT
ON USURY LAWS!

HE FACT that the usury laws arbitrary unjust and cppressive

as they are and unsupported by a single substantul reason

should have been suffered to exst to the present time can onhy
be accounted for on the ground of the general and singular ignorance
which has prevailed as to the true nature and character of mony
I1f men would but learn to look upon the medium of exchange notss
a mere sign of value but as value itself as a commodity govemned by
precisely the same laws which affect other hinds of property the
absurdity and ty ranny of legislative mterference to regulate the extent
of profit which under any circumstances may be charged for 1t would
at once become apparent

The laws do not pretend to dictate to a landlord how much rent he
may charge for h1s house or to a merchant what price he shall put
upon his cloth or to a mechanic at what rate be shall sell the products
of lus skill or to a farmer the maximum he shall demand for hus hay
or gram  Yet money 1s but another form into shich all these com
modities are transmuted and there 15 no reason why the owner of
shall be forbidden to ask exactly that rate of profit for the use of it
which 1ts abundance or scaraty makes 1t worth — no reason why the
laws of supply and demand which regulate the value of all other
articles should be suspended by legislative enactment in relation to
this and therr place supphed by the clumsy substitute of feudal
1gnorance and worse than feudal tyranmy
The value of tron and copper and lead consists of exactly the same

elements as the value of gold and silver The labor employed 1
diggng them the quantity i which they are found and the extent
of their application 1 the useful arts or mn other words the relation
of the demand to the supply are the arcumstances which fix therr
market price  Should some great manufacture be undertaken mn
which 2 vast additional amount of 1ron or copper or lead would be

1{From the Vew Fork E en ¢ Post September 26 1836 — Text complete |
o8
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JOHN W VETHARE
THE DOCTRINE OF ANTI MONOPOLY!

0 PREVENT musunderstanding and possible misrepresentations
the ants monopoly Democrats of the City of New York tender

1o therr brethren of the Democratic fanuly the following eddress
The equal nghts of mankand and free competition in ali departments

of socsal mdustry were held by our political fathers to be the prumtive
element of bl Accord,

o g ly these with all the
subprnciples wiich distinetly flow {rom them as for example um

versal sufirage a hiberal code of naturalization laws liberty of con

saence of speech and of the press punty of elechions nght of mnstruc

tion liuted term of official tenures and careful avoidance of legal
favoritism 1n any possible form constitute with us as they did with
ur ancestors the essential d of d

By these as by the b Lights to socal hap ot \
stgnals directing to the greatest good of the g calest number da we pro~
pose to be always exclusively guded 1n full confidence of the inherent
justice of the D cause and the ul 4 sueces.
of our umted exertions

But however proud of our victonous party and confident of our
prinaples there are i vogue some grievous perversions thereof which
133 our leading object to remedy

It will ot be questioned that the sovereignty of the people 18 m
theory an indisputable truth but m 1ts practical bearmg 10 ats
direct operation upon systems of law and public policy it s notn
the pawer even of umwersal suffrage unless exercsed with a severe
and yealous wiglanee 1o preserve it from gradually sinkang 1ato an
¢oapty sound 1t has been well sard that it 18 the natura} tendency of
ic:crlc;:steal { om the many to the few  The selfishness of inda

izl racter au
. groented by the confiding indulgence of the many

y encouraging the forwardness of some spoiled childyen 1n
the republican family It has therefore happened that dunog a yust
[Fromth New York Evex 3P { October

335 p —Abndged)
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But usury laws operate most hardly 1n many cases even when the
general rate of money 15 below they arbitrary standard  There 1s n
Intnnsic and obyigys difference between borrowers which not ealy
Justifies byt absolutely demands on the Part of 2 prudent man dis-
posed to relieve the wants of appheants g very different rate of

Should a person come to us with g Project which 1f successful will
yield an immense return but if unsuccessful lease him wholly dests-
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evil pature  the public good as1s often and falsely alleged wert
the actual mokVe for the creation of moneyed ncorporations
mercantile of 80Y other convemence really calted for such things
they would come into beng 8 do all smparhal enactments by the
spontaneous unbought and ordinary actior of the legislature Tt
15 therefore but 100 planly evident that gross celfishness the most
mercenary spint and mere private considerations are at the basts of
{hus species of legustation
But 1t has been sepeatedly sand and with effect upan the thought
less that banks nsurance companies ferry grants etc  howerer
accompanied with oblemonab\e qualiies are indispensable to the
busmess wants of the commumty That there 18 §r0sS deception 18
this s will be prefly shown by the following remarks and accom
panying illustrations
“The wealthy of the 1and are the strong of the leged world as the
athlet care of the natural 1 haughtiness and 1n oppressive disposition
~ ne{ ctbetween them Relatwely considered 1418 ROV
% strong tyranmze
and glut them
w # to be poor as
1n the state of nature to be feeble of body and although the ordinary
difference between the ¥ ch and the poor a8 between the athletic and
the feeble 15 clearly unavo dable and doubtless nght just proper
and expedient yet ‘that such dsfference should be enhanced by legal
enactments that the nich or the strong should be artificially legstated
intostill greates riches or still greater strength 1m0t only unnecessary
but decdedly improper and even cruel Trueatas cpihization 1 sub~
sttuting an arufoal mode of relative strength for that which 15
natural has brought with control an ungovernable quality of vary
ingman acont ol h wever which we th nk has of 1ate been exercised
more for general w e than weal But let us for an
that human muscul nity as3s human wealth
law and that t was proposed t0 ncorporate —
nid ality and m some cases immd tality to considerable o
ordinary men sayo chundred a d thusto constitutea gantbemng ot
some fity of them for the City of New Yo L —weare confident that
the public vo ce would ex: ch a project with extraor

claym aganst su
n vam and uselessly repeated

selves on meessant plunger

nstant suppose
were manageable by
that 15 to gve 1nds

dinary wnammuty It maght be sud
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now termmnated period of deep repose when for a long senies of years
all the cardmal interests of society were utterly forgotten mn a mere
rioney making mania the tacit and thoughtless assent of the people
to some one exclusn e privilege or to the establishment of a monopoh
having a specious outside was greedily sezed upon by the aforesud
Sorward ones s a pretext for other and much larger favors untd
special grants and charters upon charters have come to constitule
nearly the whole mass of legislative enactments while by a coordmate
procedure the pert few for whose benefit these things are have usurped
all the powers and clarm even the name itself of the pasty or the
people  The monopoly principle has thus been artfully and corruptly
engrafted upon democratic wstitutions and its weedy spread has so
entirely covered up the Jeffersoruan basis of the Constitution thatall
distinction has vanished between practical democracy and prachical
toryism  The common good the interests of the many have long
been entrrely neglected 1n a confused scramble for personal favors
and mstead of leaving one business man to cope with another on the
fair and equitable principles which nature and the Constitution sant
ton the Legsslature the democratic Lepislature of the State of N
York by means of chartered privileges has been all along engaged
in stding with some to the mjury of others and 1 dong alt that
pesstble to make the unchartered multitude poor mdeed

Special charters for particular objects are rarely apphed for unless
they will contribute te special and particular gan  This 1s emphatt
cally true of moneyed incorporations which are alnays sought for with
a zeal commensurate with the unfair advantages expected to be de-
nved from them Under the fumsy disguise of some secondary meas
ure of public utility which but too often 1s ttself a deception or even
of 2 winning and popular title such as the name of some revered
patriot or mechanic occupation personal and evadently evorbitant
profit 1s 1n every case the real object of the application and the real
substance of the grant The price orbonus asitis msidiously termed
which 1s sometimes pard for such privileges the open and the half
developed brbery to which such legislation 1s eminently subject the
indefatigable labor bestowed by /obbytng agents in furthering the ac
qutsttron of these abominations and the ravenous grasp very generail
made for 2 portion of them when granted by law are glaring and restst
less proofs of thei wholly artificial character thew ingustice and their
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evil pature 16 the public good as1s often and falsely alleged were
the actual motwe for the creation of moneyed ncorporations if
mercantile or any other convemence really alled for such things
they would come 1nto beng as do all smparksal enactments by the
spontaneous unbought and ordinary action of the legislature Tt
15 therefore but too plainly evident that gross selfishness the most
mercenary spnt aod mere private considerations are at the basis of
thus spectes of legslation
‘But 1t has been repeatedly said and with effect upon the thought

less that banks insurance companies ferry grants etc. however
accompanted with objectionable qualities are indispensable to  the
business wants of the community That there 13 gross deception 1n
thss clam will be briefly shown by the following remarks and accom
panying dlustrations

The wealthy of the land are the strong of the Jegal world as the
atbletic are of the nafy al m haugh and 1 oppressne disp
the analogy 1s perfect betsveen them Relatively considered 1t 1s now
precisely 2s 1f all things werena state of nature the st ong tyrannize
over the weak live asit were ma continual victory and glut them
sthes on mcessant plunder  Itisas humihating now to be poor as
1n the state of nature to be feeble of body and although the ordinary
diference between the nch and the poor as between the athletic and
the feeble 15 clearly unavodable and doubtless nght just proper
and expedie t yet that such dsfference should be enhanced by legal
¢ actme ts that the rich or the strong should be artfically legslated
itostill greater 1ches or still greater strength 1s not only unnecessary
but decidedly improper and e en

¢cruel Trueitis avilization in sub-
shtuting an artifical mode of relatve strength for that which 1s
natural has brought within contro! an ungovernable quality of vary
mgman 2 control howeve which we think has of late been exercised
r&oare fo general woe than weal But let us for an instant suppose
\aw‘ z\;\;ma;; musculanity as 1s human wealth were manageable by
o 1 ;u was proposed to nco p ale—that 18 to gwve indi-
A y and 1n some cases mmortality to a considerable number of
o gtme;: ;ay one hundred and thus to constitute a guant beng or
e ﬁ’cn them for the C ty of New York — we are confident that
P, vouce would exclaim agawnst such a project with extraor
ry un mumity It mght be sd i vain and uselessly repeated
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agam and again thay such creatures are well calculated to aid in the
erection of massive butldings and the extinction of fires and mught be
extremely usefyl 1y case of a sudden insurrection or mvasion  Such
reasoning would be fygje indeed The huge arms of the proposed

an unsophisticated communmty as the supposed case of mcorporated
athletes It woulq be gnievous folly to recommend their creation by
as erting that a poor man f rich 1 friends might occastonally bor
row a small sum of money from them ¢ would at once be seen that if
they did not ewst did not absorh so to speak the Joanable means of
society aided by a friend he coulq borrow of individuals It would
be alike useless to argue that they might work wonders on great
public emergencies ¢ would be distinctly bercenved that hle as by a2
monster s touch wholly destitute of gentleness theyr benefits if bene-
fits they can be called and 1njurtes would be always at unhealthy
extremes at one time effecting mushroom Prospenity at another
unreasonable distress and gt would then be most clearly absurd to
attribute to such artifical creations as 1S now oo often done the
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multipheation of valuable capital and the production of indispensable
facilities for mercantile business Such qualities belong not to their
nature but are swaply yrapressed upon them by the neglect of other
commercial means

1f incorporated banks were at once suppressed an event by no
means desirable but contemplated only for the argument s sake not
a cent of money would be lost to the bustness commumity The evolu
taons of capital and of credit mall abundance would be conducted
by actve and mtelhgent individuals under a measure of competition
and a degree of personal responsibility to society which when com
pared with ineorporated mstitutions would be vastly great and vastly
advantageous to the bumbler cucles of business mEN The mdis
pensable utihty of ‘moneyed mcorporations 13 at best but a common
and empty prejudice  Were soety €qua

\ly accustorned to 1MmERse
gant laborers solely employed under 3 restrasming law 1 the con
struction of buldings thewr sudden and total extinction would doubt
lest comvey to the minds of many an impression that building would
In consequence cease altogether they would fear that no contrivances
of human ingenuity could enable ordmary men to supply the vacant
places We wise on this one pomnt full well know that such a calamu
tous suppositon would be grossly absurd while at the same time
some of us are ready to yield assent toa sirular absurdity 1n the case
of individual banking

There 1s we admit an extensively prevalent aversion to private
bagks msmng out of the mmpositions which have heretofore been
practised upon the public by a few of the kind  An analysis how
ever 1§ these cases will invanably pomt out their true cause to belong
not to their stngleness of di ect on but to certain prejudices and cus-
toms attached to the existing banking system at large The magmfi
tdtn:e of mcorpor- ted banks the formal ostentation with which they

o business has long smce clothed the simple 1dea of a bank with some
s:r:;:;l mystic nght to extra respect  Like as to monarchs among the
‘:‘m led :atmns of Europe there is a species of imposing dignity
ot 15\:!& o mstitutions consecrated by special law which effectually
e ml:qu‘:ry 1nto the detarls of character and forbids a doubt of
P mdlc:dlelhunor When therefore 1t has happened that some
g ual with cunning equal to the task has assumed the

guise of a ba b as practised by the chartered samples the
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same attrnibutes of sanctuary and of honor have been readily imputed
to his institution Taking advantage of this weakness of humn
nature or ylelding to the temptations imvolved m the reigning systez:
of business the vile and mercenary have occastonally robbed the
public through facthties not of their oun creation but ncidental to the
general or chartered mode of banking  If to this cause be added the
equally dangerous facility of becoming largely indebted to the public
by means of paper money a sort of pictured notes of hand which it
has become customary rarely to present for redemption we have
abundant explanation of the evils of private banking while charters
and paper money are the principal elements of the banking busmess
Let but this sort of employment be left free to general competition
and paper money be forbidden private bankers will stand 1 2 very
different and much safer relation to the community than they or
even chartered banks have ever stood Banking mstitutions will loe
much of that spunious character upon which therr undue credit 1s
based and the public be effectually protected agamst the most
dangerous because the most mstdious of impositions

For the reasons here assigned we as constituent members of an
ascendant pohitical party call for the repeal of the restranmg law

nary progress of business  So far from relatively ncereasing the money

alwaysat the full 1n Pproportion to their capitals and therefore cannot
be enhanced by the diminution of numbers

And instead of our plan promoting the soctal and pohitical poner of
the few individuals whe Dbossess actual capital we are confident that
their power would be greatly abbreviated masmuch as under the
present system 1t 1s their private sufiuence at bank much more than
the loan of their money that renders them the objects of servile
homage and producte of degrading adulation The high grandeur of
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gant incorporations forbids the near approach of but a select few
and through that few a1l moneyed operations must now be transacted
these are thereby constituted 3 wittual nobility not by ther ovm
power or wealth but by the sovereisn pleasure of the magistenal
monopohes  Again e desire the repeal of the famous restraning
\aw on the prmaple of even handed justice ‘There 1s no such protec
ton m exstence for the ‘mechanic or producing classes  1f sohaited
for example by an association of carpenters 1f these were to ask for
a restraming law to prevent persons from following their craft unless
specully chartered 50 to do by law they would be hooted at as pre
sumptuous fools and thus taatly formed that they are not entitled

to 50 very exclusive 2 prvilege that such legslatne favors belong
only to the wealthy and respectable among out atizens and thataf
such matters were to becorae general accordance with mechanics
wdeas of Justice they would cease to be advantageous  1he partality
of the obnoxious law constitutes at once 1ts whole value and its gross
unfarness

The above remarks particularly spply to banking institutions but
the punaiples mvol ed are equally applicable to all species of partual
legslation, Charters for objects of mere empty show or fulsome
digmity are unworthy of even a passing objection  For the more effi
cient promotion of literature science and the arts or for the purposes
of soual benevalence a law bhe that under which libraries may now
e mstituted wathout special leave would meet we think mith gen
eral approbation for assuredly if any a

dvantages ate to be derned
1o learning or chanty from the use of a corporate seal with artificial
mmortal ty they ought to be within easy reach of any two or more

ndiwnduals without selection or favor  And with regard to the subject
of intemal 1mprovements — fernes raltways tumnpikes etc —we
hold that Iike the Great Enie and Champla

o 1n Canals they should all
pad for out of the common purse for the common benefit of all

1 national i character these wo ks should be constructed by the
E;nem! go ernment 1f local by the state county or town to which
: healtx ‘benefits are more especially confined for 1t 15 2s palpably wrong
oy any pan:l associations of ind viduals should possess the privilege
. pt:s:nui and collect: g taxes for their own benefit under the specious
o ‘hen of tolls as 1t 15 for sumlar assocuations to levy the Like

gross amount of commercial business by means of 1ncor
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Porated banks or upon the calamities of fire and shipwreck by meazs
of msurance companies under the equally specious terms of discounts
and premiums

To save the public from the ewls of complicated and excessive
legislation the statute bool, from ridiculous changeableness the Tegs-
lature atself from systematic corruption and above all to redeer
the Constitution and 1ts great predomunant principle of equal nghts
from the wretched degradation mto which 1t has long been plunged
by loose constructzon or 1n the Ianguage of the Justly celebrated Veto

1quiry and practical experience may pownt out would possess nothing
Without some such law the

prospenity and adversity with continua) commercial alarm the money
market would be relatively stable and the public mind settled and
serene

It 1s scarcely necessary for us to add that we are narmly in fayor of
the constitutional currency of gold and silver ang therefore opposed
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1o the repeal of the exsting law 1n relation to the smaller bank notes
and 1n the desired general law of partnerships we believe 1t wall be
found expedsent to forbid the 1ssue of paper on demand  except
pechaps when drawn by one house or firm upon another
Thus fellow Guizens and fellow members of the Democratic party
we present to you a system of public policy Which we confidently
believe wall stand the test of exammation by Jefersonian principles
The selfish advocates of banks and the armies of abject dependents
on the fender mercies of moneyed incorporations are endeavonng to
decerve you and us 1nto their mercenary purposes they resort to even
the meanest expedients to gun thewr ends  ‘The laboring and pro-
duang classes are scandalously branded as agranans  You are told
that banking 13 an affair above your feeble comprehension and a
subject that exclusively belongs ta the mercantile commumty — as af
you did not know that all social interests to the munutest ramufica
tion are subject to the baneful control of moneyed power They
1ndeed predicate much of their plans on the alleged 1gnorance of the
poor 1m despite of therr professions of democratic prinaiples which
1f just taust be based upon the truth of the all-sufficient virtue and
mielhgence of the people But fellow citizens we entreat you to
ponder the subject of monopoles in your minds  Trace as you easly
may your il paid torl and humil to unf; of legsl
Clam your nght your unquestionable nght to equal partiaipation 1n
the ane and only justly cha fered company iz the people of the State
of New York and take especial care that those wha are elected to
the duectorshup of the general concern deceive you not but that they
tn despite of all self interested motives to the contrary are in some
way abliged 10 obey your vall - Benot deceived by the clamor agamst
the pledge specific mstructions of any kind would be precisely the
same thing to them and the same thing to us 1t 1s our anti monopoly
prnuples our resolute determunation to put an end to partial and
i;‘fah legslation that galls them to the quick  The mere form of
m&: “l;w\\lzi obhigation to do justice to all 1 to them as to us of
ey mf:m ce When therefore they cry out agamst the pledge
y ery out agamnst the prinaiples we profess  We beseech
i‘;‘;gtn fellow ateens that none but anty monopoly Democrats
Bowe i"::d‘e‘:ﬁﬂgﬁ 2nd thus downg all n your power 1o set your
attshote of lruﬁ:m confident of that ulhmate success which 15 an
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THEODORE SEDGWICK 1R
WHAT IS A MONOPOLY?!

[GovERNMENT BY Discyssion]

able tendency to stumulate the national mtellect Tts history
1s one of contmual contest The strife has been of 2 character
to call forth all the resonrces of the popular mtelligence and to dust
them to subjects most worthy of consideration The extitement of
which we have so recently been watnesses and partahers was not
caused by foreign war or internal commotion 1t did not denve tts
ongm from questions addressing themselves rather to the passions
than the Judgment no topic of temporary wmterest and mnor character
no unpressment of seamen no Shays or whishey msurrection aroused
the country to the efforts and exertions 1t has made
The controversy we have witnessed sprang from the discussion of
prnaples of those fundamental mawms of the science of government
and of pohtical economy which it 1s absolutely essential that a free
people should understand It 15 1n this respect that the tendency of
the present administration has been so admirably beneficsl It has
urged forward the whole Amencan mind
At an early pertod duning the President s first term the propriety
of great national works of mternal improvement became a topic of
discussion and the wisdom of leaving all such outlays of capital to
the greater economy and more nigid supervision of the separate States
or of pnvate ndividuals together with the inexpediency of augmenting
the patronage of the central power soon made 1tself apparent to the
mind of the people  The contest w1th South Carolina brought up the
nvestigation of the fundamental principles of political economy and
resulted 1n the tnumph of free trade The more recent and more
exatmg measures connected with the Bank have created a no Jess

Tm: MEASURES of the present adnunistration have had a semark

4 [From W hat 15 o Monopoly? or some Consder £ ons upon the 5 Yect f Corpors
¢ ons ond C rrency By atuzenof New York (New York  835) — Abndged }

20
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benefica) spmt of ;nquiry wnto questions of perpetual and unflucty
ating wnterest

We have as yet scarcely begun tosee the advantageous tesults that
must flow from this last controversy In the contest betneen the
Untted States Bank and the people 1t was long ago apparent that the
former must succumb  But this 1 only a small portion of the good
consequences that are yet to ensue  The mnd of the country has
been aroused ta a consideration of topics that have hitherto been but
superficially examined ‘The same prinesples that havebeen established
1n the general g present themselves to the of
the several States The destruction of the greatest chartered Bank in
the Umon has led the way to a discussion of the whole question of

P and of the ments of a paper and specie
urrency of 2 restncted and an unrestnicted arculating medwm

Of these topics then I desgn m the followmng pages to treat
Althou h 1n no wise necessanily connected with each ather et with
us these subjects cannot be satisfactonly investigated apart owng to
the fact that our entire currency 1§ 1n the management of corporate

bodies and that 1t 1s for this purpose the most important of these
mstitutions a e created

Of charters of incorporation then first 1t 1s my mtention to tquire
how far they are monopolies how far they are benefiial and how far
the advantages they produce can be attawned m another and better
manner To many munds even yet this investigation will be new the
Re olution of 1776 gave us a free Government but did not equally
tmancipate our pim: ns 1 prejudice many of us are still calonists
g; u:med from ‘;:dx Enghish ancestors the legislative practice of
corporat
unqucsi Oncrgo 3 es and till this day it has passed almost

Froma review of the diff b

of d
P partner
ships stis T think apparent {hat with regard to establishments where

considerable capital 18 requistte other things being equal person

o restr:
oy ba‘:!n n: ke grant of sy previons DEIISSIon corporalions can
istence (with the excepions which I shall heteafter
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state) by a special grant from the Legislature  Charters of mcorpen

tions are therefore grants of privilege to be exclusnely enjoyed by
the corporators A charter of mcorporation 1s therefore a grant of
exclusive privilege and every grant of exclusive privilege strctly
speaking creates a monopoly 1t carnes on its face that the gantee
has received facilities of making pecumary or other gams from whh
the mass of his fellow citizens are excluded Thus1s the very substasee
of 2 monopoly  Every charter of mcorporation therefore comg
directly from the Legislature and which can only be obtamed by
application to that body 1s a monopoly grant more or less objection
able but still the creation of a monopoly

[CorpORATE GrANTS MoONOPOLISTIC]

It must necessanly follow to every person whose mind 15 cast &t
that republican mold the die of which 1s not yet thank God broken
that the prineiple of corporate grants 1s wholly adverse to the genius
of our mstituttons that 1t ongmates m that arrogant and mterferng
temper on the part of the Government which seeks to meddle with
direct and control private exertions and in that mefficient pehitioning
and supphant temper necessanly engendered 1n a people taught not
to rely upon their own exertions but to beg atd of their rulers  Every
corporate grant 1s directly in the teeth of the doctrne of equal nghts
for 1t gives to one set of men the exerase of privileges which the man
body can never enjoy Every such grant 1s equally adverse to the
fundamental masm of free trade for it carries on its face that none
but the corporators are free to carry on the trade 1n question with the
advantages which the charter confers The nstitutions so created
owe their ongn to the same pohey which concerved a tanff and nearly
sundered the Union

It will consequently be admutted that corporate grants must have
a vious tendency unless the objects attamed by them are of pan
mount public necessity and can be obtained in no other way but 1
believe It 15 11 my power to prave that these objects cn w almost all
cases be got at not only 1n another but far better mode and as there
1s no such thing as an ncorrect or unsafe theory accompanted by a
correct or safe practice we shall find the abstract evals that we might
apprehend from a departure from the fundamental maxims of free
trade and freedom more than realized in the existing state of things



THEODORE SEDGWICK JR 213

Great tmprovements have been made by us on the English system
but though the sore has been deeply probed enough of the gangrene
yet remains to tamt the body politic

We must not however lose sight of the important fact that the
advantages resulting from scts of incorporation ase such as f fauly
got may be faly enjoyed There may bea difference of opinion on
onepoint the restncted hability of the corporators ‘This 13 an wmpor
tant point of the discusson (though the principle 18 not essental to
the enstence of corporations as i some of the neighbonng States
the members have been made lable i their separate property) and
1 shall consider 1t 1n 2 future part of these pages  As to the other
attributes T beheve 1t will be readily conceded that they have about
them nothing victous but thewr exclusne ongin and that of they could

~ennable ground would
1y compatible

{Reaepy FOR MoOvoroLy)

Let those rules which we have sanctioned 1 regard fo religous
and hmted hips be combined and extended to

every possible association for pnivate purposes that it can enter wnto
the head of man to form Enact 2 general law prowiding for the
ateatt n of Corporate Parinersh ps and declare that such corporate
partnershups shall have all the powess now enjoyed by corporations
This name may be conuidered appropriate as 1t presents to the mmd
the 1dea of a partnership endowed with the peculiar attributes of a
torporation which 1s the very object we re in quest of There
15 but ane ground on which I apprehend much diversity of opinion
and that 1s 1n relation to the restricted hability of the corporators Tt
m‘y bf $ad that they thus have an dvantage not enjoyed by private
Thus 15 2 valid obj sa long as powers are

g\:n as they are now by exclusive and monopoly grant but the
Coment they are obtamed under a general law 1t falls to the ground
bcgo“xs:t:: all then have no advantage over the public at large
. hz u{dwxdu:d can become a corporator when and for what
m“:mm‘ Pleases  Thus clause canflicts 1 no wise with 1he funda
maxm f free trade The corporator says to the world I
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own so many shares of such a corporate partnership will you trut

me on that security? for understand I have noother togive W

not permut those who wish to deal with him on these grounds todoso®
Apart from this there 1s an mtninsic reason in the thing for in these
corporations a few persons manage the whole and there would be
much less rexdiness to mvest 1f capitalists hnew they were to belable
for the acts of those over whom they have little control I behest
the restricted hability a just wise and equal provision but it 15 not
necessary to the enistence of corporations for i some of the neighbor

ing States they have made corporators hable as partners  Such are
the principles that Isuggest asapplicablen relation to private corpe-
rations and we have next to see how public corporations differ from
private and how far those which have heretofore been considered of
a peculiar and exclusive character may be brought within the system
which I propose to apply to all corporations created for the purposes
of private traffic

[PusLIc CoRPORATIONS]

Public Corporations as they eust among us are of two classes
banks whether of circulation as the safety fund banks or of deposit
as the safety banks and mternal commumeation or mternal tmprove-
ment corporations wc! ding those chartered for the purpose of making
canals railrozds turnpihe roads bridges etc etc

1t 15 necessary first to consider the subject as regards banks for
the questions which we have been thus far exarning become more
difficult of solution when that of currency 15 joined with them It
requsite however to bear in mind the principles thus far established
viz that corporate granfs are grants of pnvilege unequal unjust
and lmiting the freedom of trade and that corporate powers may
fairlv obtained be safely allowed to all persons desuing to use them
for pri afe purposes  To apply these principles correct)y to banking
1t 15 absolutely essential to comprehend what a bank 15 and whether
1 1its nature 1t differs from any private establishment of commerce

Earlest lustory speaks of money as a currency or a circulating
medium and we now scarcely hnow of any people so utterly savage
as to be in the habitual use of barter for thewr daily exchanges Nor
indeed can we concene of a state of things in which for want of
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money or a medwm of yportable value the farmer should be obhged
to carry with hum a bushel of potatoes to pay his gate tolls and &
shoemaker a pachage of shoes to discharge his travelling expenses
without also picturing to ourselies & state of complete barbansm
After supplying a man with food clothing and shelter money 13 one
of the earhiest necessinies that present themselyes and it may be classed
among the positive wants
Wefind tooythat from the earhest penods the precious metals gold
and silver have been used as the chief arculating medwm  Ther
besuty great value with small bulk suscepibality of comage ready
cogmition and unchangeability have ghven them & unverssl reception
Untit within a hundred years no money was known but gold and
silver among civilized nations
Gold and silver coin being as I have sud above positively needed
by es ery people who approach the avihzed state 1s needed toa certain
amount varying according to the respective actvity of thew enter
prseand the character of theit occupations  Just asa certawn amount
of household furmture 15 needed by a community so 13 2 certam
amount of money It 1s plan that a farmer needs less money than &
shopkeeper and an industnons people more than an indolent one
‘The total amount required by a nation though it cannot be computed
toa fraction can be got at with very considerable accuracy
Now 1t 1s unquestionable that every article of trade will flow in the
great ocean of commerce where 1t 18 wanted and as 1t 18 wanted and
#f government had done nothing to counteract this free action the
amount of gold and siver necessary for each country they betng
strctly atticles of trade would always be found there f more by any
acadent sh vld be imported a glut would ensue its pnee compated
with its price 1n other countnes would fall and the surplus would be
exported 3f on the other hand too much should go out the pnce
would mise ag compared with 1ts price 1n other countnes and enough
W;“ﬂﬂ be imported to fill the vacuum  The fluctuations 1n the value
e T
m;'x‘ of woollens or ce!to:z now 1§ ¢ segulsly suppled just as the
R L e e e
the first bapk mpowe:dn:)wtsasu 1o mere than 2 bundeed I ers suce
€ notes was incorporated  The Bank
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of England was created about a century ago for the pu pose of enab!
ing the government to borrow money with more facihty From ths
period dates the dey elopment of that lucrative business the makingof
Ppaper money

The trading community is divided into borrowers and lenders The
lenders have a surplus capital beyond their wants while the borraners
have not enough money to meet their necessitrtes The former there
fore loan to the latter But the lenders having captal have also
credit and derive the same advantage from their character as aptak
Ists that men of truth do from their character for veraaty The
assertions of the one will be beheved without collateral evidence and
the other can lend though he has no money 1n his possession  He can
give hus promise to lend ata future day Thisis lending credit

A bank of arrculation 15 an mnstitution for the loan of money ard
the loan of credit It 15 plan that this 1s the whole direct operation
of such an mstitution  Its capital consists we will say of a mullion
of dollars n money or specie This 1s at once loaned out to the bor
rowers sofaritisa loan of money now comes the credit A merchant
wishes to discount his note that 1s to say he wishes to obtain reads
money n exchange for his promuse to P13y an equal sum at a future
day Hisown credit 15 not a matter of general notoriety or in other
words he 1s not generally known to pay all hs Just debts when due
and he has recourse to the bank a public mstitution of large property
and the reputation of which 15 known to every one The bank has
however loaned all its own specie what does 1t do? It mvestigates
the busmess character of the apphicant and if satisfied gnes hm
the monev 1n a roundabout but sure mode It takes the merchants
promussory note for the sum he wants payable at a future day and
gives himits own pronussory notes (deducting the discount or interest
upon the sum for the use of the moncy up to the ime when the
merchant s note 1s due) payable at sight and which owng to the
good standing of the bank everybody will take as cash

Thus then is all that a bank can do Itlendsitsmoney and it lends
its credit but credit 1s nothing more than the expectation or certainty
of money at some future period and therefore a loan of credit 1sa
promise to lend money when 1t shall be called for A bank can conse
quently lend nothing but money Its whole business 1s to make Joans
either in cash which 1s a loan of money, n hand or 1n paper notes
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which are promises to lend monty at some future day  [is whole
busimess 15 fo lend money Such 15 the durect agency of & dank Is not
loanng money a private bustess?

The have next to consider the indurect results of these 1ssues of
promussory notes  The promussory note of a private ndvidual 15
presented at its maturity paid and goes out of orculation Mot so
with 2 bank promussory note  Contrary to the expectation or design
of thewr first devisers it has been found that the ereation of banks of
cueulation effects 2 complete revolution in arculating medium

The reason 1s apparent A certain quantity in value 1t has been
sud 15 necessary for the exchanges of the country and before the
institutton of banks gold and silver was used for the purpose but
money 1s Iike every thing else any cheaper mode of making 1t dnves
the deater fabne from the matket So long as the bank 15 1n good
credit ats notes answer all the purposes of gold and silver coin and
consequently as paper 1s cheaper than specie 1t s adopted m 1ts
place  The specie not being wanted falls in price as compared with
other countries where paper 1s not used and 13 exported where 1t 13
more in demand

Tt may be set down as certain then that where there 1s a paper
mzung mstitution 1n good credit specie 1l not exist that s to say
the paper drives out the gold and silver to the extent that 1t 1s1n good
credit 1 1ts credit was absolutely beyond a question not an ounce
ofg Morsilver would beseen  But there s always uncertainty more
orless from time to ime 1n regard to every bank and specie s kept
1 arculation to the extent of this suspicion  Indeed 1f one could
devise a bank that would be without the passibil ty of brealang and
thisstate of things could be made tolast specie would not be wanted
and  paper currency would then be the most economical insention
m the world but unfortunately this cannot be reahized During the
summer season a people mught be sausfied with a paper promuse to
glxe each man a woollen swit when the first frost should come but
;a;:‘ 'f: :\?5‘ f;‘;‘“ the p per clothing will not answer 501t 35 wath

Totion Tor E) : e zs:sl is sure to come over trading internal com
aelnble ang““ l?xgch ton any of those disturbances to which societies
0 hbo forces uy :’X‘P‘; ;‘"}' i pspect the solvency of tus
Whether they a“1::: oc:'l olders of the bank promuses the question

good as specie What then 15 the condition of
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that country whose legislation 15 devised to favor paper mOReY and

to give 1t an advantage over specie and where the mewitable conse”

( 4 non of the former medm 2are not counter
n

a country bank pap L < n asleep The
moment 1t wakes up woeto the bank and untotlu ately woe tothe
holders also What then 1S the first and only answer t0 the staggenss
questmn? Why 1 the bank 18 sound Iam safe andyou have the
whole currency resting on an o Away then to the pank bad luch to
the hindmost! And what can ¢he bank do? It presses 1t debtors they
can afford no help the specie has left the country the notes cannot
pepard then comes & Suspension of payments 2 depreciation of the
notes & confusion of 2l the exchanges of the country panic farlures
distress and finally an ymportation of specie that specie which never
should have been exported confidence then begins to reapped!
banks to resume payment and things are g7 ually restored 10 ther
ongnal state This 15 no fancy ehetch This same &

suffering has talen place I England 10 France and 10

st will take place every® here where paper money has2 fegal advantag®
gven to 1t over specie

Another remarkable featur® of the present mode of bankung 15 the
distnbution of the legislatne favors 1In the aty of Nev York #¢
have twenty three banks with about twenty sullions of capital In
Oneida the second county of the state there are but three ncluding
a branch established at Utiea with 2 collective capital of seven hun
dred thousand dollars Onondaga the thurd has but 4 banks ap

Genesee the ffth but on¢ ¥ 1th a capital of one hundred thousan

dollars while large entire counties such as Cattaraugus Tiog
Alleghany and Delanare havenot 2 pank wathin their mats Some

o p2
Jnstitutions atwork thewar came and blew themallto the shy en
the General Government ook the matterin handand createda centra
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baok tosupervise and regulate the State nsttutions  The first exploit
of the National Bank was to run within a hawr b

s breadth of breaking
and 1ts second to set about the deliberate creation of a general panic

and dustress Here ended the reputstion of the Federal regulator but
1n the mean tune the State banks had been considered 1n 50 precarious
2 situation that the Safety Fund act was thought necessary o secure
thexr exstence and at a later day the credit of the State 1tself was
called 1n to save them

fromrun Viepropupd falling bouse witha
cracked beam and put a broken sleeper under the beam without ever
thinking of sepanng the edifice atself

The character of Mr Van Buren s Safety Fundactstoo remarkable
tobe passed over m silence Yt wasdevised by a distinguished atizen
and 18 perhaps an mdispensable part of the present system But how

false ;m pnciple are its provisions all the banks compelled to contnb-
ute towards the fatlures of the mcompetent and dishonest and the
tmonty deabings of the whole State subjected to the supervision of
three commussionerst It 15 well understood that 1t 1s not the fund
but the investigation and report which constitute the value of this
system yet what a system ‘which has to depend upon the sagaaity
24 ternt of three men! How ar

e these inquisitors to ascertain
*

n

1

hands of privileged compan es to ensure a suthcient supp y i 11¢

country Why then the money trade? It must not be forgotten

that money 15 a commercial commodity that 1t 15 needed for the

purposes of traffic and that Government has nothing to do wath 1t
but to fix the standard  Let 1t establishits

mints and coin the buthon
sentit let 1t fix the standard of money 2s 1t does now of weights

and

m'zfshures then leave the supply to that sovereign equalizer freet ade
b mammt you begwn to place restrictions upon the money trade
o valuego iy!;l‘l (‘!;ange every other operation of commerce because
o o al t“ gs 15 computed m money  If you lay high duues
o sg'-r‘\“woc» ens y ucreatea fluctuationin the woollen business
s yemain of the same value If you embrace silks in your
wve system still cottons are not affected but the moment you
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alter the value of money you alter the value of everything used Db
man and €ar! doubt and disorder 1010 €Y ery private caling YO
may better play the fool with anything than MONE

plan 1eas0! the surplv t wante more P
1ssued by the banks the greater their roft Thet nterest sto
makea glut of paper money B 1 1 1n direct opposity o the 10te*
est of the community or are we 10 1ose S8 act that al
fuctuations of the currency fall chuefly those who ¥ by W

the hard wor g poor Tt el settled that wag® e first 19
be affected by ad precmted medm an he last t0 (hemsehe

By the present S em then three distinct OBJEC e effected and
s apity thet ere not introduced 1nto everd arter 35 thus
Whereas the T te of interest bemg but Ve per ¢! 5 considet
expedient to gve the persons heremafter nam he Prl\'\‘CSC
making tnehre or fiteen whereas 1t 15 const ered expedient ¢
{he specie rom the countrd and whereas it irable 10
couse fuctuations it the value of money therefore D t enac
This ¥ ould be & very popuiar prenmb ¢ and vet nh express
the real € 1d of every bank char'

1t 15 52 that b nks have m& he country pro<p 15 pute
assertion ™ hout a shado® of proo \ hat does ¥ m hat st
tutions €€ Lo lend mone av de m That they hanve
caused 1d arcutati nd have stmulted enterprist e
and 5O 1d free privad panking to 2 nfimtely greate? extel But
they hav fact ¢© 4 great publ and private in) the
commu! gy It ot by means of them but? spite © em that
the country has prospere t hs pmspercd du g ore
the reform a1 as did Amenca under e tari 1 not for that a1¢
rottent bo gh manuhcturmg unties 30 nopols €©! ration®
great nonal plessing’

The nh Comm\sswncrs i their 1 eport of 835 53

Januiny 1
Banks have )usﬂ) been cslecmcd as among the most pow erful agents
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1ndeveloping the resources and stumulating the ndustry of thecountry
Actuat capntal could not have spread half the canvass which now
whitens the ocean or given motion to half the spindles which are now
moperation  Credit as a substitute for capital  has donest  All
this comes frem an ignorance of the true character of banks and the
realmeaning of credit Exery accumulation and addition to the mass
of property 15 effected by the means of capital and labor There s no
such thing as credit distinct from capital  The only pecubanty of
this country 15 that the 1dle capital has been freely invested in the
hands of needy and industrious borrowers  This 15 the effect of
ered t orcreditatself Does any ane suppose that we wanted chartered
banks for thus object? Wall 1t be sud that money would not have
been Joaned 1f the legistature had not granted any exclusnve prvilege
of downg 1t to a certam small number of 1n ividuals  No as compared
with what would have been effected under a f ec t ade system the banks
bave been 2 clog upon the industry of this country they have
embarrassed the transfers of money and any assertion to the con
trary 13 unsupported by facts and fhies 1n the face of first prinaples
To the ewils alfready enumerated are to be added the permcious
political and moral effects of the system the lobbying an I mtnguing
at Albany the bonuses thus placed in the hands of the fegisiature
(of ten or fifteen per cent upon every bank capital granted for that
15 the amount nhuch they almost invanably nise abo £ par 1mme
dutely upon distnibution) to be parcelled out among pohitical adher
ents the bribes of stock to the members the commussionerships gnen
topartisanfrend  that the stock may be allotied to those well knos n
i‘“ purty de otion Lo L at the manner 1n which the tme of the
:‘Ilillxskht\::e isspent  During the sessio s of 1832 three hundred and
ety !‘r){l “::: Cls were passed of which one hundred and fifty + ere
) r;»la:\m ::‘i “‘:etme c:ancrs Tn 1833 out of three
corpo ate gra y e acts one hundred and twenty six v ere
h::;td gdms and eght banh chariers  In 1834 where three
o e e [ T e
tme of the legslature chosgm (:r spu 5 ey one Tall of the

bl e biects 15 consy
satsfying the demands of private interest el
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{ProrosED REMEDIES]

And now what can be done to remedy these evils? The measure
of last winter was a positive and decrded improvement By abohshing
the bills under five dollars and carrying up the prolubition to bills of
ten 1f not twenty dollars we shall add much to the specie and dnve 2
quantity of worthless paper from arculation A restriction of bask
1ssues to the amount of their respective capitals would be another
valuable measure for we find all those with caputals of less than
$200 000 15suIng from 150 to 200 per cent on them

These are however but temporary and partial expedients  They
render further reform more easy but not less indispensable  These
remedses partake too of the narrow and restrictive character of the
system The whole system itself must be done away Let the samt
ave which strikes at corporate grants be Jaid deep into the root of
privileged banking let this Jucrative business be thrown open to
unnersal competition  What would be the necessary consequence i
these two reforms went hand 1 hand and banking were placed under
the provisions of the general law of corporate partnerships alresd
suggested

In the first place the business of lending money discounting paper
and 1ssuing notes would be immediately taken up and carned on by
private individuals and more particularly by corporate partnerships
1n which persons of the most moderate means might make investments

Secondly the banks would have a more local character and credit
and their 1ssues a more restrcted circulation than they have now
Large mnstitutions would immediately spring up (such as Messrs
Prime Ward and Ring might establish tomorrow) which would have
a national reputation but we should not see bills hie the Chataugue
notes 1ssued by compantes msignificant i point of wealth travelng
hundreds of mules from where those who 1ssue them are hnown and
owmp ther turrenty solely to two cabalstic words  safely fund
mscnbed on them by the State.

Thirdly the profits on this business would be reduced to an equality
with those on every other branch of trade by the unn ersat compeuition

Fourthly a sufficient amount of specie would be kept m the countr)
Each bank or banking par hip would be p g on ils hb
dnving back its notes and from the impossibility of any concert
between them they would be compelled to keep on band specie enough
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to prevent all danger of panic. It has been thought that the effect of
thus reform would be to banish absolutely all paper currency but
with much respect for those who entertam thisidea I apprehend that
though the amount will be exceedingly dumnished 3t would not be
completely done away by the free trade system Paper 25 cheaper
than specte to the amount that gold and silver are economuzed by 1ts
use and they may be dtoa d b}
with the soundness of a paper medwm

Fyfthly for the very same reasans the fluctuations of the currency
would be done away with to the greatest possible extent

Sithly the temptation of partiapating 1n vnequal profits nould be
taken away from the members of the legislature and the means of
corruption placed beyond thewr reach

In conclusion 1t 13 scarcely necessary to say that I look upon bank
g 2s belonging absolutely to the class of prvate dealings and that
assuch 1t should be left under the provisions of a general partnership
1aw such as T have already suggested Tt has been doubted whether
under such a law small notes should not be prolubited and landed
secunty requred  Neither provision 1s necessary  Leave the matter
to be regulated by competstion and you would have such notes wssued
by such petsons s the public convenience requured and the public
confidence allowed ‘There can be no reason why the lenders of money
should be obl ged to give real secunity any more than the mmporters
of woollens  The paper of a large commercial house 1s often afloat to
2 greater amount than the 1ssues of many a bank  If we could byt
wmbue ourseives with the idea that banking 15 only the lending of

money and that lending money 1S a matter between man and man
government would be saved a world of trouble

ble extent

Sty

1 bave thus completed m:

y exammation of the different kinds of
cmponluons 20d 1t may be well to make a bnef summary of Lhoe
Pl'ls:\}) es which bave I'belteve been estzbliched
mwnrsp:;u;n‘sm :re kgA:mate for political objects n the case of

es under the provisions of
\'dl‘égts and cities should also be mclud:ds o1 # penerllawn whh
0]
YPorate Powers may be safely granted by a general law to alt
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Persons desiring 1o form thoge associations yhych have classed goder
the head of Private Corporatipng

Banlung or Jendmg money being strictly a privage traffic ought to
beleft to 1he Provisions of the Same general Lay anq should be thrown
open to the Competition of Private Partnerships ang ndividuals

Exclusiye €orporations for transportatyop by water are unreasonable
monopolies 54 COrporations g5 they are now created by legislative
grant are only legitimy te for the Purpose of interpa| communications

Y land

We can 10W also make 5 scale of Corporate evils whych will gers
d F

The MSurance companies mon opohzing 5 lucratyve branchof business,
Then the pnmlemmpamz: onl -1 e trouble
and evn -
The v ¥ 1n theory
Ana ,, Yy the interpny .
" r
L o way
L nave set forep the views of those who style themsehes
20t monopolsts and these wyp the single €¥Ception of the difference

industry by which 1t 45 acquired worthy of Tespect  They are the
best friends of Property ang of men of Droperty ywhe would abolish
€Very unequal apg unnghteoys means of acquinng i gy 15 those
of ~n te the
Jealousy na
I propc
the mean -
Tn A

R ]

anc V4 VIERS Bere represented
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having been put forward as the creed and rallyang point of a strong
section of the Democratic party 1n this aity and men emment in the
ranks of the admunistration having avowed their entite approbation
of them  ‘The ground so ‘manfully taken by Mr Cambreleng 1n the
House of Representatives last santer 18 wellhnown and \{r Senator
Benton has made an equally positive exposition of hus accordance with
the wiews contamed 1n these pages Tn lns St Lows speech of June
last hesud ‘he had pleasure responding to the sentments which
ascibed to hum 2 dislike and opposition to chartered monopolies and
exlustve prvaleges  He was thoroughly opposed to such things and
looked upon corporations and especiallv moneye
the legstatsve vice and opprobrium of the age an¢
helned

In thus posstion of affaurs 1t behooves the members of this section
of the Democratic pacty to proceed as of certamn of ultimate success
but at the same tme to recollect that however formudable their
strength they are still in the minonty they should remember what
infamous efforts have been made to misrepresent their motives and
falsdy their opintons by those who denounce them as agranans and
infidels and reflecting how dufficult 1t 15 to sunplify to the popular
coruprebension all the speculative points 1aid down 1n these pages
they should put forward as thewr watchword those tangible propost
tioms which can be made wntell gible to the humblest intellect  They
should not therefore pledge their candidates as was done last year
to oppose  all monopolies  because the phrase means any thing or
nothing they should not send Representatives to Albany so httle
comprehending the subject as to vote under such a pledge aganst
wvillage charte s they should not declamm agawmst all corporations
whatever because an immense number of these mstitutions are in
l:::nh;:;im harmless they should not waste thewr force m attaching
P a:d canal companies because as yet no sufficient substitute
They shguﬁxngnid:h :é&n;t!:n‘go t\‘::sc works has been suggested

subject of banks

d corporations as
d country 12 which

hg’l;h\;s:g:xe ‘m fact the most mschievous offspring of our vicious
Barvai m: xelgzrd to these corporations the pomts of attack are
et c‘:e csl{ The popular mind can be made to appreciate
potts nit 1 of exclus ve pr vileges which confer such enormous

o understand the pernicious tendency which they exert
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Persons desiring ¢ form those assoclations which I have classed uader
the head of Private corporations

Banlung or lending money bewng strictly a private traffic ought to
be left to the Provisions of the same general law and should be thrown
open to the competition of private Partnerships and mdiiduals,

Exclustve Corporations for transportation by water are unreasonable
monopohes and Corporations g they are now created by legistative
grant are only legitimate for the Purpose of mnternal communications
by land

We can now 4150 make a scale of corporate evils which will gne bs
3 more accurate 1deg of what we have o dread First then i ev!
come the banks o5 controlling the currency and affecting all other
busmness

Next the Jerry or wotey compantes acting as restramts upon inter
course

The ts5ur,

Then the rivale companies only obnoxioys on account of the trouble
and expense to which ndividuals are but to obtain a charter

The town ncorporations vicioys only in theory

And lastly the sntprygy improvement land corporations where the
speculative evils are counteracted by the facy that an object of immen<e
lmportance can be attamned mn no other way

Here then Ihave set forth the views of those who sty le themselves

ance companes monopolizmg a lucrative branch of busmess
?

best friends of Property and of men of property who would abolish

In doing this 1t becomes necessary to abandon the field of economy
and to enter upon that of politics the Various views here represented
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GILBERT VALE
POLITICAL ECONOMY'
TNTRODUCTION

OLITICAL ECONOXY 15 necessanly a part of Government becawse
P 1t treats of the ‘Wealth of Nations and the object of govern
ment 15 chiefly protection ndwidual and mational without
whch go accumulations of wealth wll take place  We need not
observe that government regards or should regard the happaness of
the people while pohtical economy only regards the wealth of the
tabon We bold no system of pohtical economy sound that would
sacrifice the b of the & y to the of wealth
or 19 the splendor of the government just as we should hold na
domestic economy good winch should merelv regard the accumulation
of wealth at the expense of moral prnciples health or rational refine
mentof the famly  Wealth 1s nathuag but with 2 view to enjoyments
the greatest quanisy for the longest fime wnth the least means  There
15 an whimate connection between mdividual wealth and national
ndeed the latter chiefly consists of the associnted properties of the
former  Indmadual wealth may be acquiced honarably without the
violation of any one social virtue and mn perfect harmony with the
mights and interests of the comrmumitv 1t then not only benefits the
Possessor but even o acquisition contributes 1o the wealth and happr
ess of others this 18 the case with the planter or farmer the many
factuter and the trader and merchant when the trader saves expenses
Botht the producer and consumer or offers facilities not to be had
without bem While the merchant f he mmport valuable foreign
asticles of conswmmption for that which has little or no value at home
petfomms a service which conduces to the wealth and happiness of
indwiduals and to the commumty equaltothe producer To exchange

PP
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upon the currency  Nor 15 1t to be forgotten that 1t 1s the iterest of
these wstitutions which opposes the only forrdable obstacle to the
progress of reform  If the privileged banks are routed all the other
corporations united could make no head agamst the advocates of fre¢
trade
Let then those opposed to monopoly set therr faces agamst the
increase of banks let them insist upon the repeal of the restrammg
law which prolubits pnvate banking and the passage of an act author
1zing the formation of corporate partnerships  These are plain ttell-
gible propositions there will be no possibility of misunderstanding or
musrepresenting them  They rest on the same immutable basis which
supports the enture fabric of our government

The suggestions here presented are urged by one who has 20
wnterest whatever in the contest now pending and whose most ardent
wishes will be satisfied 1f by anything 1n these pages he shall bave
contributed to the success of the friends of free trade

As to the allegation that those who mamtam these views do 0 to
the myury and division of the Democratic party 1t 1s toolowa consid
eration to be taken mnto view If there be anything to which that
party stands commtted 1t 1s hostility to privileged banking and
shall it be smd that they who while they acknowledge thewr devotion
to that party still demand 1ts adherence to 1ts ongmal princples ar¢
false to theur first professions? To this the best answer can be mace
n the words of Milton He who freely magnifies what hath beet
nobly done and fears not to declare as freely what might be done
better gives ye the best covenant of hus fidelity and that his Toyalst
affection and his hope waits on your proceedings
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GILBERT VALE
POLITICAL ECONOMY!
TxTRODUCTION

GLITICAL ECONOMY 16 necessanly a part of Government because
P 1t treats of the “Wealth of Nations and the object of govern
ment 18 chwefly protection indmdual and nationzl without
which no accymulations of wealth will take place We need not
observe that government regards or should regard the happiness of
the people while political economy only regards the wealth of the
nation  We hold no system of poliical economy sound that would
sacrifice the b of the to the of wealth
or 1o the splendor of the government just as we should hold no
domestic economy good which should merelv regard the accumulation
of wealth at the evpense of moral prnciples health or rational refine
ment of the famly  Wealth s nothung but with a view to enjoyments
the greatest quantstv for the longest time wulh the least means  There
18 21 ntmate connection between individual wealth and national
indeed the latter chuefly consists of the assocuted properties of the
former  Yndmadual wealth may be acquired honorably without the
wolation of any one social virtue and m perfect harmony wath the
1ghts and wmterests of the community 1t then not only benefits the
bossessor but even m acqusiion contnbutes to the wealth and happt
ness of others this 13 the case with the planter or farmer the manu
facturer and the trader and merchant when the trader saves expenses
both to the producer and consumer or offers faclities not to be had
without bum  While the merchant if he mpost valuable foreign
artacles of consumption for that whuch has little or no value at home
perfoms a service which conduces to the wealth and happmess of
mdiidualsand to the commumty equaltotheproducer Toexchange
thrv_;ums Dplement to The Diamond (N w'Y k) SenesTI Aprilto A gust
by Vale :ﬁ":‘;ﬂ alarged and improved verso 4 senes farticles published
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our native 1ce or lumber for foreion silks or wine certatnly adds to
our comforts and increases our wealth while the articles exchanged
effect the same benevolent purpose for those who recene them for
1ce 15 a luxury m the East Indies and lumber of great utihity 1n Tah

where the tall pme has yielded to the more profitable vine Its
clear too that the acquition of wealth by such honest means Gmes
with 1t 2 blessing and necessanily nvolves a host of principals and
assistants who participate n such wealth duning the acquisition but
1f individuals seeh wealth merely by a transfer of property from on
to another by trick fraud or violence such wealth so acqured 153
curse to a country for it impovenshes many to make one nch and
adds nothing to the wealth of the nation and 1f such accumulators
have aids principals and assistants however splendid they ma)
appear they blight the countrv 1n which they Ine and curse it
proportion to their numbers and success Neither can they havean
equal enjoyment 1n the acqusttion with those of more honest and
useful purpose  Their fame 15 the fame of a guack i success they
excite 2 sneer and i misfortune or failure of their schemes where 18
the sympathiser?  There goes to destruction an oppressor catches
the ear of a falling speculator In the acquisition of national wealth
whatever 1s based on selfish principles has too a wrong foundation and
finally falls The 1dea of one nation mahing money or property out
of another without giving a suitable return 1s the unprincipled conceit
of a hittle pohtician  Men of ke minds frequently fancy themselves
wiser than other people more cunning and they are generally caught
mn playing some mean trick in which they gain nothing but contempt
The pohitician who should gravely propose measures based on selfish
ness disgraces lus country and gamns nothing in the end but the repu
tation of a smindler and if he succeeds for a time he acquires for the
country n whose name he has acted a chsrespectful sobriquet and 2
reputation which anakens in a foreigner the feelings that he 1s trans-
acting business with a sharper a jankec for one man 15 s Wis¢ s
another and he who 1s cheated once does not trust the party a second
ume Political economy shows the means of honorably acquiring
national wealth 1t shows the resources of a nation and 1ts exercse 18
compatible with the well bemng of every other country for nattonal
industry  while it enniches the natnes affords also by 1ts surplus
produce the means of mmportation a profitable foreign trade such
as the Dutch once carnied on does the same + hile to avaul ourselves
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of the patural dvantages of mnes fishenes etc effects the same
object emough 15 sed and the surplus gnen to foreigners for an
equ alent satisfactory to both parties
There 15 2 branch of pohtical economy merging ndeed 1nto OV em
ment which has not recers ¢d the attention it ought by economists
Tile sectanans by their want of yjudgment and mjudicious zeal have
» » unemmblehght We sefer to the Community
A -

e
t
oweser 1s to separate between the metel ne 1 <
parts of the system and which require 2 subrersion of human nature
¢ self mterest as now exhibited and that which s practicable has
been tried and found to ansier we may feave the theoretical parts
for the future expenments of associated individuals who have confi
dencen the prnciples while wea -aloursel esof those portions which
have been tned and found to succeed and which 1s compatible with
bhuman nature as we now find 1t and which 15 of immense national
ad antage both m saving and husbanding the wealth of the country
and n an equal proportion advancing 1ts happiness
1t was shown many ears ago at Nes Lamarh bv Me R Owen
that children 1n assocation from eight years of age and upwards
could earn their own living be highly educated and enjoy abundance
of tme for inf ntile and useful sports so necessary to cheerfulness
and the proper and healthy development of the faculties both of body
and mund  What then presents a nation taking charge of the whole
of the destutute and deoraded children and by a proper cultvation of
therr feelings as well as their understandings and bodily faculties
making of them a class equal to the very best ali.ens? 'The ancient
Spartans valued themselves on ther p bl education and where
t;e there more honorable or devoted ¢ tizens according to the pre
‘:e ‘\ng opint ns of those times  The effect of such a measure would
“ h‘;xt:!l\n eb paupenism and cr me from those who are now doomed to
el hem! b!!l'nmm po erty crime and miserv o which alone they
o the desmy\ eir present mode of b mging up  This disposition
e aie “e child en 1 ould too shmulate private cttizens acad
P tei;es { 71f the poorest and most degraded were made
A f ; mous intelligent and learned mn all that was useful
ame 1al pnivate ctizens must at least heep pace with
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them and the whole nation would recerve a vastly cviliang impulie
Agamn a successful expenment was made m Holland of grving to2
company of poor destitute famuhes a quantity of waste land whih
land was too poor to be valued or purchased for cultivation The
government furmished the company with wnstruments and till a scanty
ctop could be raised with rations they built each ather buls andas
the Jand was therr own they apphed extrs labor they kept pigs at
first and afterwards cows and carefully preserved and apphed all
the manure they could collect till this barren spot became well cult
vated fields and the huts gave way fo cottages and the nation ¥
relieved from a mass of paupers who merely wanted a small capital
and umon and the meager gift of poor land to emerge from thew
poverty It s clear that while they were all destitute their poverty
contnibuted to their union and while they wanted the necessines
and comforts of Iife their own nterest and that of the commumts
was one Whether they have now divided the property or continue
i community we have never learned but the success was complete
as far as the fact that after the first 3 ear they were no longer a burdez
tothe government  Now this experiment shows clearly that a govern
ment can provide for the whole of the poor especially where they have
good land wstead of poor land to bestow and whether they continut
1n communty or afterwards quarrel and divide when they have prop-
erty to quarrel about wili not affect the question the nation1s relieved
and the famihies made good catizens by ndustry  An industnal school
would require a super dent and a poor 3 while needing
the assistance and using the property of the nation would also require
a governor whose authority should cease with the rations for each
famly would then have property 1n 2 hut and cuitivated grounds to
defend and mght therefore be trusted with the simple instruments
of cultivation Tt 35 clear that political economy may be enlarged to
embrace these practical portions of the commumts system by which
national savings are made and properts created

{Or WeaLm)

Political economy treats of Wealth its source means of increase its
distrbution and ultimate object  As a science 1t 1s mtmately con
nected with politics 1t was perhaps the ongunal cause of government
and now the subject of the greatest number of laws  Its principles
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ke those of every saence are to be discovered not created they
enet 1n the nature of man as a socal beng and will necessanly over
come 2}l laws opposed to them but may be nourthed and asaisted
by Judicous leguslation or impeded by the harassng measures of
sgnotance eather m law makers or1n the people exeraising an nfluence
aver them,  As 2 proof of this statement we may observe that the
Spansh G t g ly confounding money with wealth
concerved that & country would be the nicher and mare powerful the
more money 1t had 1t therefore while it wasmporting large quantities
of silver from its cotontes m South Amenca and from that silver mak
mgcom passed laws prohbiting the exportation of its precious metals
yet m defiance of those laws the Spanush dollars spread over the whole
world and became the common money medium of foreign commerce
Spaw &id not grow nich was not powerful and the laws were evaded
nay 5o striking were the effects of these 11l concetved laws that while
Span had yet ber colones she was perhaps the poorest and weakest
government in the world with a most muserable population  The
durect cause of this will appear when we came to speak of com and
curtency  We praceed now to consider the nature of wealth
Of Wealth —What 15 wealth? Fifty different answers may be
ghen hstanding the apparent of the question  The
difficulty consists 1n being able to guve one that 1s free from cbyect ons
2nd to this we shall not pretend  The answer we select as subject to
least objection 15 thus W ealth 15 the produce of Labor This1s not true
when the produce 15 of no utilty yielding nether pleasure nor profit
b ¢ such labor vall always be discontmued It 15 not stnctly true of
I;:‘d yelding herboge and fruits spontaneously but the difference
ween the p aduct of cultivated and uncultivated land 1s so great
35 to render the small produce of the latter searcely an exception
especially when we consider that some labor 15 necessary to gather the
Iruts and enclose the pasturage  With these and some other tnfling

exceptions we shall find the defimtu
€ deavor to tllustrate 2 00 ek e Sl mow

In the earkest stages of socsety the hunter must obtan hus
:n;ih mﬁo:s and the fishetman hus implements by durect Jabos and‘:;:
v :’om:-:p;uts of propertv or wealth the former obtamns ks food
Ty hi mm‘ the animals be catches by the labor of pursust and
- wealth 1f now the hunter should come in contact with
wan and shondd desire a rifle 1t 15 clear that he can obtain
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them and the whole nation would recetve a vastlv cvilizing upulse
Agam a successful experiment was made 1n Holland of gving to2
company of poor destitute families a quantity of waste land which
land was too poor to be valued or purchased for cultvation The
government furnished the company with instruments and till a seanty
crop could be rased with rations they bult each other huts and s
the land was thetr own they applied exira labor they kept pigs 2t
first and afterwards cows and carefully preserved and appled 3l
the manure they could collect till this barren spot became well cultr
vated fields and the huts gave way to cottages and the nation %!
relieved from a mass of paupers who merely wanted a small capitsd
and umon and the meager gt of poor land to emerge from ther
poverty Itis clear that while they were all destrtute thewr poverty
contributed to their union and whle they wanted the necessines
and comforts of Iife thewr own interest and that of the communits
was one  Whether they have now divided the property or contmu¢
n commumty we have never learned but the suceess was complete
as far as the fact that after the first year they were no longera burden
to the government  Now this experiment shows clearly that a govern
ment can provide for the whole of the poor especially where they have
good land 1nstead of poor land to bestow and whether they continue
n commumty or afternards quarrel and divade when they have prop
erty to quarrel about wall not affect the question the nations seheved
and the families made good extizens by industey  An mndastnal <chool
would require a super dent and a poor 3 while needing
the assistance and using the property of the nation would also require
a governor whose authority should cease with the rations for each
family would then have properts tn a hut and cultrvated grounds 10
defend and mught therefore be trusted with the simple mstruments
of culttvation It 1s clear that political economy may be enlarged 10
embrace these practical portions of the commumts system by which
national savings are made and propertv created

{OF WEeaLTH)

Political economy treats of Wealth s source means of increase 118
distnibution and ultimate object  As a saience 1t 1s mtimately con
nected with politics 1t was perhaps the onginal cause of government
and now the subject of the greatest number of laws  Its prnciples



GILBERT VALL 243

other o enlarge his sphere for no man 1§ comfortable 1n feasting
today with the prospect of fasung tomorrot anl the 1n enuts of
the buman mind 17l alavs discorver ome rational vant which 1t
desires 10 have gratified Philosophy 1n the use of 1 ealth consists
then 1n the emjoyment of the present the perpetuation of that enjoy
ment and 1n obtamn  others Tuich may be desirable and if we
wnclude among our Jors the luur of domg good 1eknow no quantity
of wealth that ma  not be disposed of

The cause of porerty except from malgovernment 15 generally the
\omediate consumption of all that s procured by labor Thus the
laborer and the mechamic who procure 1o more than thes consume or
consume as much as they procure frequently suffer extreme distress
and the least interrupt on 1 their ncome which

il necessanly
anse occasionall 1 ol es them in difficulties 1t 1s then necessars
ok

capital anses from savings
To be rich 15 merely to 1 e below vour income and this pursued
through 2 long life without much energy talent or mgenuity gen
erall succeeds but the object thus obtawed 15 a miser and aside
from the wiser object of polincal economy 1z the enjoyment of
wealth To extend this enjoyment 1115 howe er necessary to make
savings of a very cons derable proportion to vour income which
savings must be employ ed as a cap tal to ncrease s ealth and persons
nt ;tmslumcd to think on the s bject wll really be much surprised
:‘l“; ;ou;\mense sums approprated to this purpose  Mere ndustry
1 httle m the mcrease of wealth 1 1thout the assistance of
captalorsavings 1 vamn  ould the farmer nse early and spend the

’:nhe v‘:lch:::“:\ hto: ;mnts Tus mst uments and his materials to work
ot nch he cannot even make a beginning and unless he
and petg zogs tlo procure these he must remamn a journeyman
Py “mhhpwr 1 his hfe  Thus to obtain the greatest happiness
ot ¢ must m ke judicious sa ngs to be emplo ed as

perpetuate that happimess and to increase its sphere
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1t only by increased labor or by procunng shins that 15 by kilug
mo e ammals than he otherwise needed Thus the nfle 15 property
and 15 the produce of labor to the hunter to the person who previess's
possessed 1t 1f he gave an equivalent for 1t as well as the ongual
maker We shall not pursue the consequences of this transactioy tf
the hunter any further for the present for it 15 now evident that the
hunter possesses the means of mereasing his nealth and ths would
lead us to the consideration of what 15 called capital emploved
implements while the exchange of shins for the nfle would lad usto
constder the nature of trade m reference to wealth These we least
as distinct parts  In examuning any other species of property ou sl
find 1t to consist substantially in the produce of labor

We sl proceed to one or two objections

Landhasbeenstated to bewealth butallitsvalue with the excepti®
before made 1s derned from cultiation and if 1t vields lar ¢ rent
asn old cauntres 1t does so by the supenor state of its culination B
companson to that which merely vields a bare remuneration for labot

The precious metals as con are not wealth but the medm of
exchange 1if a tailor sells clothes and buvs shoes he miht as well
exchange clothes for shoes but for the convemency of the medins
which enables him to sell to ane man and buy of another Mones 38
coin  erves no other use you neither eat drink nor wear it nd
you put 1t to no other use and if money 15 forced nto creculatio?
besond the natural demnd as a medium 1t smmediatel swhs below
the ntninsic \alue of the metal and then leaves the countn m ¢
of laws or 1s thrown nto the melting pot 1s was done m Span

Tue Opject oF WFALTH

Before we enquire mnto the oy s of its incrense and decrease ¥¢
shall first ascertain its object  This may briefls be stated to be m it
consummation or enjoyment  The ohject then of political econory 3
to produce the greatest quantity of happtness thich can flon from
wealth  This object 15 nst hoy ever obtamned by two classes both
extremely eager They who from a fear of want never enjor the
present and they who so enjov the pre ent as to deprive themselves
of f ture supphes  In the muddle path Jes our happiness

The man who would enjoy 1 ealth to the greatest extent wall hast
two rational objects onc to render his enjovment permanent the
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the farmer and neighbonng manufacturers could not  The store-
keeper s part then 18 already expressed iz to supply alt deficiencies
By hus exertions the farmer and the manufacturer obtain materuls
necessanes and lusunes at a much fess expense than they could
otherwse cbtan them While therefore the storekeeper obtuns
wealth by hus profits he distnbutes the means of happuwess around
him and 2f not a producer 1s the cause of very considerable produc
uon thus the farmer would not grow a surplus if he had no means of
disposing of 1t but finding he can procure the means of increased
bappmess ata expense by exch with the keer

he produces for that purpose and thus the storekeeper 18 a party n
causing production  In the same manner he causes production in
manufactured goods bv fachtatin, the sale  Before an arhicle can
be consumed the raw materal must be procured 1t must be many
fectured and a customer must be found  If the manufacturer had
to seek Jus materals and each consumer he must sell dear to caver
the expenses and of the consumer had to seek a2 manufacturer upon

every purchase he would go without many things and suffer the loss
of time on the purchase of others

Propucess axp Consuaeers o7 W EALIH

All men are necessanly consumers of wealth and most men pro-
ducers. The object of this essay will be to point out the distnctions
The farmer and mechanic are direct producers of wealth and the
torekeeper by rendenng services to both causes the production of
wealth  We shall now examne the clawms of the physicaan the lawyer
and the parson who ha ¢ no eustence 1 the patnarchal state of
soaety In o der 10 get 11d of a great deal of matter not necessanly
connected with political economy we assume and we think the as-
;umpuon will be granted that the services of the above classes are
(;s“ d by those who employ them and then 1t will be found that
mty <ause the production of wealth nearly 1 the same manner as

¢ storekeeper  Thus the prudent farmer grows enough to pay his

famly physican tus la an
Wy d
ethue : y er hus parson of he need them The

ol dy e e for the same purpose than be otherwse
tqual to th -
Services th

€ venes m physies legistavon 3 divin ty so that they add to the
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Tue MEANS OF ACQUIRING WEALTE

The wealth of a nation 18 made up of the wealth of the ndindus
composing that nation the ncrease of an mdividual s weallh 8,
therefore a national benefit provided such merease 1s not made 2t
the expense of other imdividuals  There are three pnncxp:\ Sourees
of wealth Agnculture Manufacture and Commerce I shall ot
enquire which of these 15 of the most importance becatst
them all of importance and varyng I different countries BOF dol
see that there need be conflicing interests There1s2 pomt 18 every
country to which each may be carred with success at which po2t
they will assist each other and this wil be obtawned generally beti®
without legislation than withit

Leave us alone1s generally speaking the language of the merchant
the manufacturer and the farmer or at least do mo mOT
remove 1mpediments

Superabundant produce becomes ¥ ealth only 1 proportien ass
W b af a farmer raises more stoch or grows yore g
hutasit il

hange hes

ang s oW

usually extremely poor he 15 unuet
garments and ennstructing hus own utensils and these h
at a great loss 1 -
removed from 1 wealth beg?
when he can exchange s urplus produce witit achsmith the
shoemaker the storekeeper the housecarpenter the millwnght €t
to which we may perhaps paradouically add the physician the lawyef
and the parson  Thus 1t would appear that the farmer s happues
or enjoyment of wealth 1s intimately connected with m:mufac(“m‘
and traders It must be equally evident that the manufacture? an
storeheeper must be 1n part dependent on the farmer T<ay 10 P
because 1n Cities which have foreign trade the manufacturer 87
storeheeper could do without the farmer s they have done partly
Holland

e shall now notice the part the manufacturer and storeheer<?
take 1 exchange by which wemi) & certain the point at which they
and the farmer ‘mutually assist cach other The manufacturer supphes
the farmer the storeheeper and other manufacturers with what be
makes and recenves 1n return  provisions maw matenals and the
m;mu[acmred goods of others The storekeeper supplving whatevet

makesbadh
s but one st
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Lanox THE DEMAND FOR IT AND 175 PRICE

By labot we mean employment of every band from the most refined

the coarsest  Vh& shatl first consider 1ts price asat wall be a naturai
troduction to its demand and a subject not yet genenally under
o0d or there wnould not be attempts to regulate the price of fabor by
gslation which aly ays proves abortive Riots would never have
ceurred upon that subject 1f the pacties had been acquainted with
e fact that nages will al ays be 1n proportion to the demand for
abor and that that demand 15 always m proportion to the progress
of nats nal wealth or general prospenty for national wealth 1s the
wealth of the mdividuals forming a nation  The price of labor will
belt hn times of prospenty lov in times of adversity and stationary
when the progress of wealth 1s stationary 10 the spite of legislation
1o keep the prices lon or combimations to make it high although
these measures may effect a temporary change

1 the demand for labar 15 great no power on exrth will make men
work rlos nages and the only inducement employers can offer to
get men to produce largely 15 high wages yet hugh wages generally
reduce the profits of employers and do not ala1ys increase the price
of the manufactured articles because as the emplover chiefly Ines

fon profits he can afford to lessen them with the increase of hus
sales  As hgh wages are the only inducement to mcreased exertion
on the part of the labare  hen labor 1s in great demand it is clear
that hie il obtam them 1n t mes of prospents and that such increase
of wages will not necessar ly affect the price of the manufactured
article but the profits of the employer

Utheress en ittle demand for labor the competition among the
fabo ers w W necessa 1} reduce the price as emplovers have a direct
nterest i employing th ¢ h il work for the least sum thewr
;u fit bt 1 thein erse pr portion to the price of labor and taking
m‘:‘;\:&; Te 75 135 wefi d the mass of mankind governed by their
ol gradua\:x lwﬂme only :‘n 1 fluenced to employ cheap labor these
el those who n 1l )f) choose forego ligher profits and under
A e el o o b rven

0T 15 Tt

for at that ume empl yers are bent : ot in demand

upon sa 3 g expenses and th
will empl y more .
2prrentices  omen or men dra
employments less profitable or mo e d i orm“ {mn“ S

sus
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enjoy ments of hife or decrease s evils they substantially and per
manently cause an increase In national wealth which constts
every thing from which we derive enjovments

With the physician the lawyer and the clergy asit regards pola!
econom) we must place the musician the dancing master theact
and mdeed all whose scrvices are destred and for which the otb~t
classes are willing to pay  They are all the cause of production 63
to their own consumptron and frequently far beyond 1t as it 1s T30k
fested by the fortunes which some of these mdrndual accumelate
and 1f the mechanics can be induced to work harder that 15 to pro-
duce more for the pleasure of seeng a Kean n all s favonte bt
acters both Kean and the public are benefited by the expenditure
If however the mechamic mike the expenditure without produa-§
more than hus usual quantity 1t 1s clear that he must forego some ot¥er
enjoyment and then there1s noincrease of wealth butamere transfe”

We now come to speak of mere consumers Among these may b
classed An established clergy a standing army penstoners unnects
sary place men gamblers and cheats n fact all whose services ¢
ot desired but who nevertheless derne their support from the puble
if these grow rich others must grow poor or work for ther suppet
without recerving an equivalent  If therefore public money 15 P
for services desired by a part of the people only the rest art rob!
to the amount of their proportion  There 1s an error upon this su
ject which supposes that all who grow nch who are not produc®
in the direct form necessartly do so at the expense of others 1t
reverse 1s frequently true The merchant who buys of the manufst
turer benefits mm to the extent of his profits especally if the et
chant has discovered a new vent for that particular hind of g
He benefits those to whom he sells bectuse they gune hum tn exchang®
what they value less A successful merchant will frequently maked
large fortune with very small profits merely by the extent of hu
business The chfference 1s that the labonng mechanie cannot add
much to hs income by mere mcrease of labor but the merchant m3%
increase his trade without a proportionate ncrease of personal labo
The merchant who collects shins from the Indians and gies them &
exchange manufactured goods may very farely get nch him elf upo?
small profits and ennch those to whom he sells and from whom be
buys merelv by the extent of his transactions
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of the 1AW ateral added to the price of the labor and this value
pecessarily humits the use of the article 1f \herefore the cost of produc
yion can be reduced 20 extensive Use of that article wilt necessanly

follow or M other woeds P uce oF will be i 18
reductionis rst effected by & awwonol ‘bor and aga by mproved
mplements oF M3 ese B! assisted by cormerce ¥

‘mtroduces the best maenals at he lowest pce or 1t xmports wnstre
nents to facthtate agneulture OF manufactures
The advantage goned by dvnsion of Yabor 15 chiefly n s3VINE ume
1ostn the change from one employment 1o another and 1 the facility
of performing a0y employment acquired by constant practic®

The advantage gamed by 1mprov nstruments OF machnery
enty bomted by ¢he cost of such ymplements thus 2 machine downg
the work of ten men which would be worn ott in & YEAT would be no
gum it cost the wages of ten men for the same penod

apd general ntroduct on ot improved ymplernents and machunery must

e a geveral good because 2 greater produce would be obtamed for

the community and the cost of production bemng less the price of
and 18 increased consumption
msured but af the impro ement mplements and machnery 18

rapd and partial thew apphication from their great cost of any

other cause the publc wall be generally benefited and indivduals
greatly so but at {he expense of other mdwnduals for those who
cannot procure the \mpmved \nstruments OF machinery st suffer
the loss of thewr business which will be gamed bY those who an
employ the less expens Ve mode of production A remedy for this
Inconvenence T ght be found 1n the combmation of the poorer classes
of workmen 1 order o procure yplements OF muachinery for their
own benefit but 23 machmery wmcreases production that 18 forms
wealth 1f 1t be not sational benefit the fault 1810 the government
- ce 15 necessanly connected with oanufactures It equalizes
¢ produce of the ¥ r1d by tran rplus of one part
a: C;h:r ahere 1t 15 wanted and bnngng back something useful v
dms:ge “Cn;mexce 1s 1n fact an extension of the prnciple of th
P men ‘:‘ma lx and the pr fits wineh 1t affords 18 the remuneratic
bty 1 of ‘\tanspﬂnmg the obyects of commerce o the consumel
Rl ‘:z; we 1 an artcle sometmes consists m this as Tumt
' PO rorn the watess of Amenca to Traly which has be
requently d ne by some { our {nends down Eost
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pend their work if necessary By the concurrence of both emplovers
and employed 1n the times of adversity an intermedmte state has beea
troduced with partial success  The whole of the men have been em-
ployed for a part of the time 1n each weeh at the fair or usual wages.
If 1t be a fact that wages depend upon supply and demand of labor
1t becomes an interesting enquiry  What regulates that? and.f the
answer 15 that the demand 1s 1n proportion to the increase of national
wealth or a general prospenty then ‘What regulates that?  The
increase of wealth 1s the increase of produce affording comfort and
gratifications  If a shoemaker introduce his shoes for the first tme
and they become an object of general desite as affording increased
comfort all who desire to partake of them must produce something
mn exchange for money 1s the mere medium of exchange or representa
tve of produce but this increased produce 1s wealth and this produce
15 the reward of labor and the cause of its demand and one man
employs another when he has the means of exchange A merchant
imports some new and desirable article or commodity 1t 1s clear to
enjoy this the people must produce something more than usual for
exchange here agamn 15 an mcrease of produce or wealth and ths
increase of produce gives employment first i 1ts own creation and
then as the wages for something else

ON 1oE INCREASE OF WEALTH

A voluntary union of ten a thousand ten thousand or as mans
millions of men forms 1 nation By this umon thev gie up a portion
of therr natural rights for acquisttions which they deem more valuable
viz protection of person and property and this security operates
upon production because none would labor beyond his immedite
necessities 1f he could not enjoy s produce in secunty There 18
scarcely any end to consumption erther of quantity or varety and
c quently there 15 abund. to production Man
can do with very little but his desires are boundless to satisfy these
desres he taxes both his mnvention and his exertions and if he produces
largely of what he cannot consume he does it that he may obtan
what he can consume and this explans a maxim 1n pohitical economy
that there cannot be a general glut of goods or productions or in other words
toomuchof every thing becausewhenever a man wantstosellany thing
he does 1t that he may purchase something efse of the same value

The value of an article 1s the cost of production that 1s the value
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of the raw matenal added to the pnce of the labor and tlus value
secessanly humats the use of the article 2f therefore the cost of produc
tion can be reduced an extensive use of that article wall necessanly
{oliow or 1n other words produce or wealth will be mcreased Ths
reduction 1s fist effected by a duwiston of labor and again byimptoy od
mplements or machinery and these are as.isted by commerce which
mtroduces the best matenals at the lowest prce or 1t imports nstru
trents to facilitate agnculture or manufactures

The advantage gamed by division of labor is chiefly in saving ume
lost 1 the change from one employment to anotber and 1n the faalhty
of performing any employment acquired by constant practice

The ad gamed by mmproved or hinery 18
only mted by the cost of such implements thus a machine domg
the wark of ten men which would be worn out in 2 year would be no
guin 1 1t cost the wages of ten men for the same penod  The gradual
and general d of improved implh and machinery must
be a general good because a greater produce would be obtained for

the commumity and the cost of production beng less the price of
the produce would be d and ats i d
wsured but 1f the mp n and machmery 1s
rapid and partial 1 thew apphcation from their great cost or any
other cause the pubhic will be generally benefited and mdinduals
greatly so but at the expense of other individuals for those who
eannot procure the improved mnstruments or machmery will suffer
the loss of thewr business which will be gained by those who can
#mploy the less expenstve mode of production A remedy for this
\n‘con enence might be found in the combmation of the poorer classes
: workinen 1n o der to procure implements or machinery for their
w':“;:t :ﬁ: bbut as machinery increates production that 15 forms
iy 11t be not 2 national benefit the fault 18 1n the government

erce 3 1y connected with i It )

:\;e z;;lr:duce of the wo 1d by transporting the surplus of one}mt ta
* where it 13 wanted and bringmng back something useful

exchange  Commerce 1s i fact an extension of the TN

1ple of
?;\:‘5;;!1‘:‘; lah;r nd the pr fits which 1t affords 1s tl?e xem;:me:nl:z;
The w xvt;‘ txan!qumng the objects of commerce to the consumers
st ue of ):1 article sometimes consists 1n this as lymber
PN Tom the waters of Amenca to Ttaly wiuch has been
y done by some of owr fnends dous East
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It 1s evident that there may be a general mcrease of wealthf no
obstructions are placed m the way of an industrious people and that
an mdividual may benefit the commumity and himself by mtroduarg
an improvement that shall lessen the cost of production or by ds
covering a new source of commerce

Facrs 1n RELATION TO MACHINERY MANUFACTURES AND TRADE

Machiners — We have no interest except that which 15 commeon to
all the atizens either in the question of machmery or commerce 10
which latter we shall soon have to refer as the one we havenow takea
upwill necessanly lead to the other Theerrors of menvery frequenth
anse from their coming to conclusions at a jump ® \thout a knowledge
of eusting facts and a seres of fair reasoning on those facts Facts
must be the foundation of rexsoning and from just reasoning on these
alone can we arme 1t sound conclusions

Lffects of Obstructing Machinery —1f 2 method 15 discorered of
abndging the labor mn any manufacture the workmen 1n ths trade
immediately raise their voices agamnst it but they should reco'lect
that if they dorealls prevent persons in their immediate nexghborhood
from using 1t they cannot exercise 1 sumlar control over those that
Ine at a distance who will undoubtedly bring 1t into operation and
thus undersell their work which 1s produced without the assistance
of the improv ed processes and consequently considerably dearer

But perhaps 1t may be ashed would not vou consider it a great €31
\f m a large manufactunng town two thirds of the popultion should
be suddenly bereft of work and left to shft for themselves® Tanswer
undoubtedly 1t would indeed so great as almost to OV erbalance the
good which might hereafter result from the change but such could
not possibly happen persons are too much attached to old method
too unwilling to relinquish the course they have been accustomed to
to permut us to entertain the 1dea that a body of men would suddenly
make such a change mn their established practices as 10 discharge
tno-third of their workmen even on the fairest pro pect of advantage
The change f 1t take place at all must be gridual and indeed 50
gradual as entirely to remove those \ncom emences which sudden
innovation nould produce prejudice opposes 1t and here prejudice
so much wilified has its advantages since the struggle which at creates
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feads m the end to a dispassionate pinit of mquiry which rejects
21 the hare bramed schemes which 1gnorance and folly daaly beget
which eparates the metal from the dross and admits no nosel con
tnva ¢es 25 substitutes for the ancient but whose utility have been
sanctiamed by expenments and their supenonty over the old 1ncon
testably demonstrated

EFrecTs or MACRINERY TPON N\ATIONAL WEALTR

Machimen 15 never wtroduced into any manufacture but to effect
work better quicher or cheaper than by the labor of the hands enly
but the produce of kabor 1s wealth the produce of machinery 15 there
fore wealth too for upon that supposition onls 1s machimery used
Machinery can then be cafled contnivances to make property The
durect con equence of goods bemng made cheaper better or quicker1s
an wncreased consumption but what 1s the meaning of an increased
to sumption but ether the same mdivaduals use more of the same
articles or that the article upon v lich machinery has been emploved
become common to a farger portion of the people that 1s property
bich machimery has made cheap comes wathin the use of a large and
ncreasng number of persons  Where mach nery 15 not used the
whabitants  ant the comfo ts and elevanties of hfe and the mass of
them necessarrly remamn 1 an u cwthzed or barbarous state for
neatly the whole of every indwiduals time must be occupied with
P ocuring and p epanng the most common necessaries of hie  Go
back t the tme when ¢ m s ground between tno small stones
the one concave and the other convex where one woman was engaged
WP tung com mto the concave and another rubbing round the con
Veystne What must be the state of soctets  hen tume was thus
mployed and whe the other arts which ha ¢ properiy been called
:}“; C"a;‘cl;lmg arts vereequally atalo ebb Hitory but e pecully
e e ﬂzngs law and other records informs us huts vathout
s chumnevs suppl ed the place of houses and shins

O coarse cloth loosely hung about the bodv wete substitutes for
beautiful b cadcloth and & neat fit fr m a saentific taslor  Or if we
1 xn,lo the bo haod of the arts when machinery 1 as used as some
s«it}‘: e think 1t ought to be a lule and which happened almost
b :111‘: lul“::r:i whatd wefind? Whymen thleather breeches
n duration father and son fung wpon the hups
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with upper garments of anv shape coarse worsted stockings kmt st
an immense loss of ime and heavy shoes which gradually drew the
calves of the legs within them women clothed 1 woollen 1 one un
form garb with house and household furniture equally plan and
mntelhgence on a par with their garb and furmture then was the regn
of witcheraft charms ghosts goblins superstitions all of which have
fled before the avilizmg arts chieflv aided by machinery Instead of
which what do we find? The actual labonng people decreased m
number and all better clothed fed and educated than before except
g where other counteracting causes prevailed to nduce poverty
etc as excesste faxation n England The same with absenteeism and
the support of fuo churches i Ireland etc

We are levellers agramans or anything else that means the same
thing but then we are disposed to level upuards not downwards.
We should be glad to see machwery do all the work which 15 ot
necessary for health of body and mind We should be glad to ¢
unnversal abundance and the cvilizing arts and every mana phloso-
pher n mind a gentleman 1n purpose and a worhingman 1n body
without his 1ll shape rude habits and hmited information generally
the effect of bad education bad habits or bad government and which
the ainilizing arts chiefly impelled by machiners are great means of
correcting

OEBJECTIONS TO MACHINERY CONSIDERED

[The first Objection | AMackeners reduces wages throus men oul o
employ and buries children alive sn factorses — It does all this some
part unnecessanily the rest a necessary evil accompanymng a gretes
good Machinery reduces wages till the manual artisans have died
off or changed therr emplovment tius 1s usually done graduslly
while the machmery 1s arnving at perfection those employed 1
making the machine and mn super ding 1ts operation are as well
paud at Jeast as formerlv and much more rationalls employed than
n dong the work of a machmne by which the man 1s levelled with 8
mere brute or manimate piece of workmanship  We do not think the
firemen of New York would be less useful 1f their engnes were drawnt
or dnven by horses or steam  The same cause which reduces wages
at first throws men out of employ but when the machinery 15 fauly
estabhished we believe 1n every case 1t puts into employment a greater
pumber of persons than it ever throws out this we know to be the
case 1n the manufacture of cotton chmna porcelan silh and many
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1ron works and prnting (smee stereotyping was itroduced) ete.
ndeed 1n olf cases we have had an opportunity of examning and of
those stso where we have been enabled to catechise others in relation
to therr particalar trades  As to the emplovment of chldren we
recommend mdustral schools where they may spend pleasantly and
profitably & few hours 1 work 2 few mn studv and a few 1n open ai
Jovenile sports  Thus subject 18 no longer one of theory 1t has been
- tested by expenment and proved that feur hours judicious labor of
s child 1 suffictent to support 1t Were the government to erect
ndustral schools the emplovment of children 1n future for thirteen
, hours & day would cease or legislative measures should attempt the
correction of so great an evil we say attempt for direct acts which
oppose the interests of manufacturers and the parents of the children
would probably fail

Objection the second Machtnery wall produce too much of everything
—Every pohitical economust will at ence perceive that this 13 the
ebjection of ignorance that amongst men who understood the subject
the fact 15 ndssputable that fos much of exerything will mot and cannot
enst The objection1s however repeatedly urged and thatn public
:ﬁl assurance and therefore demandsattention though we deprecate
; ¢ practice of those men who through 1znorance cblige their oppo-
‘;:: first to teach them a stience before they can convince them of

errors  There cannot be too much of everything because no
:\xm Ch];mdunes an art cle which he does not wish and 13 willing to
oy z for something else produced by another of the same value
e :ost of production 1s the same  Now as this1s unzversally
il &:ve&ybody 18 wlling to exchange what he has produced
ooy e t;m ere cannot be too much of everythung  If too much
e ad g 18 produced 1t will not exchange for 1ts ordmary
b e Tﬂ!: the producer wnil cease his operation or produce some
5 bsve ons er; wll be some danger of preducing too much when
caough mie c; gh we have never yet met with one man who had
more than h:nough means as 1 the Scotchman s prayer a httle
there cag b:n ;: It clear that as there 1s o lims! to expenditure
g of wateruh m:mg enough we might be content with a biscuit a
Pend amy smouny espun and independence but we could very well

Ob
- ml:;’::‘;‘::,e:thnd Expens tem chineryrequ es large caprials men
o not therefore compete with men of la ge capatals the
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httle man 15 therefore crushed by the larger — We know that big fises
will eat little ones but we know also that the big fish 15 sometumes
caught 1n the meshes of a net which will allow the hittle ones to pass
through No arrangement wall prevent all the advantages of capital
over those who have none or of great capitals over those who have
small ones though a combmnation of small capitals might (ve 83
might for we are doubtful of the result excepting for short penods)
compete with a large one  The evil however will be remedied by
the smprovement and symphfication of machnery and subdivisions of
manufactures Thus 1n the busimess of prnting the mentron of
stereotyping has led to a new business and therefore lessened the
amount of capital required by the printer  In the same busmess the
introduction of power presses has led toa new business and the printer
can now do without a press and get hus worh done cheaper and more
expeditiously by those who heep a power press and work for the public
than he could do1t  In this way are nearly all the newspapers worked
n aties and thus the printer and especally newspaper pnters
employ less capital than formerly by the introduction of an expensivt
machine In the case of mlls of every de cription this 15 stukingl
the case The first man who possessed a flour mll must have an
advantage over every other and appear to 1mpos¢ the expense of 2
mull on every farmer but the desiwe of every one to have 2 rull sug
gested the advantage to some capttabists to build one for the public
So of a saw mull and perhaps of every other The mmprosement of
machinery then and the introduction of expensive machmery too s
course serves to subdivide business and consequentl to divide capial

ForeieN TrRADE FURTHER CONSIDERED

Foreign trade differs but Ittle from domestic trade and domestc
trade but lttle from indnadual traffic Al trade consists 1t mutual
advantage each gives what he values less for what he values most
Indniduals and communities necessarily find out their own mnterest
and political legislation has generally proved abortne The question
1n this country has generally been discussed more with party feelings
and local interests than with philosophical acumen

In didual exchange 1f one man puts a igh price on his goods
the other may do the same but not so In national commerce of
foreign trade for those who buy do 1t where they can get the articles
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(he cheapest and the best 1n foreign trade 1o price 18 fixed by the
merchant who sends Tus goods at hus o¥R nsh butitis sold at the
market price whether he gun enormously o lose 3% from expenence

118 found that no loss can equal that of bringung back goods sent
out for sale

The Balance Trade — The difference between the whole amount
~ »A and exported 18 called the batance
- %

exchanee on that country which has 1
demand gnes nse 10 @ premium on them which creases with ther
saraty The amount of this premium while below 2 grven sum

shows the state of trade and gves to statesmen and polincians a very
comrect hnowledge of the relative value of the exports and wmports of
the merchants but after the premuam nises to a sum equal to the
cxpense and nisk of sendng cash cash will be sent to save the pre

mun. Wnters on political economy formerly gave a very mproper
mportance to ths balance as 1 1t were of very great consequence that
a nation should have the balance mits favor Ve shall examne ths
subject If the balance 1s {favor of one country the exchange 18

also m s favor and agawst the other country or their customers
the consequence 1s that the one orders less goods who pays the pre
mum for hus profits are jessened which always iscourages trade
and the other nation orders more because he recennes the premum

and 1 this way the balance of trade 15 frequently restored after 2
shott 1nterruption with very little profit on the one side or disadvan
tage on the other and mn which the bill broker 15 often the most
Interested but 1f the balance should be pad in cash this will scarcely
wmjute o ¢ natwon nor benefit the other for 1f a nation recelves more
?ﬁ:&han 1t wants for circulation and uses 1t as money 1t deprecates
. e ltS uo‘wn arculation (see a late number on this subject) and 1f
“ h?lm ¢ money agaw for other goods 1t 18 1O better off than 1f
tlhmpo ted goods at first instead of cash  The nation too which
i;‘hY:! “C‘ \;3\2’1;\:9 15 not smpoverished because it tas gaven cash for
bl n:zade more than cash I by exporting the coina deficiency
by o e‘ uwp ‘)preusc\y 25 any other deficiency 15 made up thatis
el the :r u\s\hon 1o those ¢ untnes which have gold or sihver
Tyt e produce or manufactures of some 1ind must be sent 1
cause none will exchange gold for gold or silver { relver
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Thus mn all cases a nation must have the sum of her imports neath
equal to that of her exportsand the contra

It 15 by smportations that a nation 1s ennched  The Connecticut
captamn of a small vessel who took out Jumber to Italy and brought
back frutt straw hats etc much more valuable than lumber eanched
his country by what he brought not by what he gave In all other
cases of commerce the same thing occurs something of hittle value s
gwen and something more desirable 1s obtamed and the benefit s
precisely the same whether the commerce 15 carned on by those ata
distance or those near friends or foes A general advantage anses
from a free trade throughout these States and the same advantage
nould exst if the states were separated but continued to traffic yet
should such an event ever happen the old women or our mbeale
legislators would nstantly begin to form a tarff for each state and
foolishly think to benefit one at the expense of another i fact legs
Jative mterference mn general may do a great deal of rschuef and very
httle good excepting 1n a few cases and some such mav exist 11 the

Umted States

AN ERROR IN LEGISLATION

There 1s something s ery discouraging to the political philanthropist
1n the fact that generations have passed away one after another witk
out establishing fruths known to many i each generation A man
may leave hus property to his successors but he cannot his nforma
tion and the most valuable truths are suffered to die and are agan
eternally brought formard as something new when they are really
old and ought to have been acted upon successively since the first
formation of society

The truths we refer to are that political society 1s or ought to be
a voluntary associalion for mutual protection for the good of the whole
and that all legislation should be upon those subjects which they
have a common interest The object then of legislation should be
the protection of the natural rights of a man as far as those nghts do
not nterfere with the natural rights of other men The<e principles
appear self evident and sowe think they did tosome of our forefathers
several thousand years ago  But are they established? Do the his-
tory of nations and the records of legislation show that these pnn
aples have been well understood and umformly acted upon? Would
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2ot these princaples lead generallv to 2 negatree rather than to a post
avelegsiation? Would ot laws be protbitory of mdmduals uvadiog
e natural nghts of otbers and would they not impose penalties on
such violations? Vet mvestigation upon this subject bnngs to Light
3 long bist of facts i durect opposttion to these prnaples and even
other prnciples are set upin violation of these both cannot be correct.
e find 1t gravely asserted and almost uniformly acted upon that
the magenity should govern the mnorsly and this s the key to all the
muserable legslation 1 the world and the foundation of most of the
evls this 15 the father of the rehigious and pohitical persecutions and
the grand umpediment to improvement  We have before published
some such sentuments as these and we may agamn do s0 the subject
1800 mportant and too much neglected to render repetition a fault
What 18 thus governmg majonty but a subversion of all justice the
uprooting of the very foundation of polincal soqiety and establishing
dub I wth the sanction of forms  What need of wntten laws at
all 1f a majonity 1 the rule and questions affecting partial interest be
deaded by numbers  What matters 1t to the sufferer whether he s
persecuted according to law or cont ory to law? Look the monster
£l 1m the face and we shall see the evilat nflicts on society  Admt
the night of legislators to legastate upon any subject and to deade by
a majordy then any rehgous body which could obtam & majenty
could and would oppress the rest and persecute according tolaw  And
s obyect has been attempted by a wmon of the self-stvled orthodox
111:"-\65 Toa diision of sects do we now enidently owe our religious
berty and net to sound principles of politics ot morals To the
t(;llse of assuring the nght of a majonty to legistate for & mnonty
do we owe the blundenng upon the Tanff question ‘To thus doctnne
: we owe the electioneenng tnckery each party attempung to get
w}:i!cnty in order to control or mold soaiety to s standard but
o t‘: o be done will some ask who have read too fast Why
mmy‘ tlf ght of legssiat ng b alf upon such subjects which a com
de(mns: tr;sz does not exst or 1 which one party goes beyond the
inul\mn t\::u own naty el rights and invades the nat ral rights of
ot 1 necessary let each ndindual systematically break or

*{The relerence bere

B 16 to an unsuccessful ttempt led by the Re  Ezra

érfu)’hilzddphulnpmml um nhodaxsncufmduthenmsluh
tan Party in Pobtics "] -
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disregard laws thus oppressive  There 15 more konor 16 Ik breach
than the observance of such laws and an appeal to the constiulion wll
1n these states generally support the resistance

Agrarsamsm — It appears to us that the above reasonin® apples
to agrananism m every form that 1t requires legislatton on subjects
about which nobody on earth hasa nght tolegislate W\ e areagrarans
if by that 1s meant the removal of all partial lans which bestow priv
leges or deny rights to one man which another enjoys but every Lind
of agrananism which we have known goes bey ond thisand we thnk
nvades the nghts of others The modified 1granamsm was advocated
m New Yorh and as set forth mn Skidmores Rights of Man b
Properly 15 not exempt from this charge

Furst 1t advocates an actual division of propertsy

Secondly to avoid a recurrence to such violence 1t recommends
securing personal acquisitions to the acquirer but making the state
the heir to all such acquired property

As to the notion of the state becoming the heir of every mans$
property and doling out proportional parts to each individual as Fe
becomes of age we must say we have the same objection to ot
giving to the state to governors or to legislators what never ought
tobelong tothem Thisscheme to which we hnow theauthornttad‘cd
the greatest importance we consider as one of the wildest schemes
that ever entered the bram of man and the only thing that can be
sard 1n 1ts favor 1s that 1t has never been tried The legitimate object
of legislators and governors 1s to protect the natural nghts of man
and not to take the control of the property of society The schere
appears big with muschief 1n every way we can concene of 1t and c3l
culated to ruse up a set of men to dispense the public property instead
of adding to public wealth It would probably be abused as !
almoners of long standing that we ever heard of ever did abuse thar

Tt would defeat 1tself for many would not accumulate for the

trust
ccumulation gust before

public and others would dispose of their a
death as 1s now done m England merely to avad a tax It woul

thus 1n one case prevent the grow th of wealth and in the other cause
secret hoards and then would come penalties and these could be but
partially enforced and f vigorously enforced on one side and resisted
on the other suffenng and persecution according to low would be the
consequence and the whole ansing from a mayoritv assuming to rule
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amnonty mstead of a government confining wself tots Tegtimate
chyect that of protecting the nghts of evers mdmdual  In pont of
expenence 1t 1S found that indwnduals do that best and cheapest
ehich they are capable of domng at all but this scheme would take
from man the principal exatement to well peng and well downg  The
scheme would require iolence according 10 law to put it nto order
and would be out of yomt at the end of every week after its commence-
ment and never m Jont after a three months tnal because 1t would
have to contend against the nature of man 1 soctal Uife which moves
easier when left alone and the best aid that can be gven to itisto

remove ob tructions of esery fund socety s harassed and vexed by
100 much leenslation.

Tre CoMMUNTIY SYSTEM 78 zue. COMPETITION SYSTEM
The comumuntty system combining comraon property equal nghts

and mutual labor under the direction of elected officers according to

rles made or agreed to by the whole commumty has never been
tred that we know of on an extended scale  Some one has always
appeared 1n the character of a D ctator which adds to the faabty

Tarmony and prospenty of such a society butit \iolates equal nghts
and 15 2 foundation on which despotism tyranny and fraud wlt
necessa aly be built and the community either destroyed or turned to
private benefit Such a community sl have abundance of 1he physt
;::omiorts of bfe such comfarts ha ¢ Rapps community and the
m\rl:‘g Qualers e cept m the case of matrimony on which subject
6 trshhaw mposed a pamful and unnatural restrant Abun
. 1\1‘“‘0: t such restramnt would no doubt follow Mr Owen s plan
p ¢ Owenisadictat t nd that will succeed under tns immediate
recti 1 which mught nay has farled in 0

ther hands any plan which
i:::s‘:?md“ﬂ property and demands continued COMMON SETViCes
i \m“x:n ndividual hiberty and { 1l to ‘bring out talents energies
P “\:tcu\m to a competitnve state
o ity of equal nights where officers are elected and where
o s‘m;zn?( il necessanly be divided 1nto factions s other
o at ex ly governed are and when emplovment 18 dictated
o s q\‘xm\y be ove looked and not property estumated for
et msa :ray: observed on the surface and generally brings
e Pamcpk‘ ;‘ :n :;u;’i\;:n:‘?s and early farlures as did Demos-

L menn the Amencan nd Frenchwkres‘;;ug::m and altthe emunent
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A community system offers comfortable mamntenance for moderate
Iabor care sickness a libera] edueation equality (except from

would be a moral and humane rehef

The drawbacks are a temptation to apathy divisions tngue and
supposed neglect common to all socreties with a restraint on personal
Iiberty unearadle to thousands who always go straight when left
alone but are uneasy m harness and who following a feeling natare!
to sheep and some men leap a barrer merely to mdulge theur love of
hberty and the wisest men are drrected by thewr judgments and
Jeelings the latter an instinet less hable to err than reason subject
to various influences

Now a good government will secure all the above advantages
encourage genus and preserve wndividual liberty for 1t wail comforr-
ebly mamtam 1ts Poor the aged and the sick 1n need an ample pro-
vision will be made for education and the children whose parents
cannot or will not provide and educate them wall be made the children
of the State Liberally educated and taught agnculture mechanism
with the arts and sciences including even the rudiments of the fine
orés so that to be a child of the State should be a recommendation
A good government by equal laws and favoring the distnbution of
wealth will promote mndustry and by judicious laws the harasng
credit system mught be destroyed and the one price cash system can
at any time become popular for 1t 15 safe for an wdrvidual o for
numbers to try as Turkey and then the worst feature n the com
petitive system 1s destroyed and a liberal self interest shown to bea
socal virtue for self interest and socal are the same A good
government having the authonty of a Dictator over the cnimimnal
theidle the unemployed and the destitute children could to adrantage
apply the commumity system to them while individuals 1n a free
government who imagine they could live 1n peace under the restrawnts
of a community can at any time so associate to their fancy and mght

the powerful motive of self interest  enlightened by a hiberal educ
tion which then becomes a national blessing and a source of indivadual
and social bappness
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THE OFFICE OF THEL PEOPLL
IN ART GOVERNMENT AND RLLIGION!

{Max s PROGRFSSIVE Seiwir}

Tm: MATERIAL WwORLD does
po ers The stars shune
first sang together i the glory of ther bith  The floners
that gemmed the fields and the forests before Amenca was discos ered
10w bloom around us 1n their season The sun that shone on Homer
dunes on us 1 unchanging lustre The bov that beamed on the
patnarch sull ghtters 1n the clouds  Nature 1s the same  For her
mo ew { rces arc generated no mev capacies are discovered  The
earth turns 1 uts aus and perfects its revolutions and renews 1ts
seasons without increase or  dvancement

But 2 ke passive destiny does not attach to the inhabitants of the
enth. For them the expectations of social ymprosement are no deln
son the b pes of phlanthe py are more than a dream The five
sensesdon t constitute the hole inventory of our sources of know!
edge They are the rgans by 1 hach thought connects itself with the
external m e se b t the power of thou hts not merged n the exer
:se of s nstruments We have functions which connect us with
ht: en as el as organs which set us 1 relation with earth  We
- ¢ tmeelvthe se ses opemng to us the external world but an

emal se se which places us in connection wath the world of mtelh
gence and the decrees of God
u&“::‘ls ahsp I'n —notin the prvileged fen not 1n those
whoals y ;A‘ bythefa  of Providence have been nursed 1n public

Hoh s the gude o & :;\ 1s the attribute of the race  The spint
buman fom b ruth 1 the graci us gaft to each member of the

not chan e 1n its masses or 1n its
with no more lustre than when they

nm
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Reason eusts within every breast I mean not that faculty which
deduces inferences from the experience of the senses but that Tugher
faculty which from the infinite treasures of 1tS OWR conscrousness
onignates truth and assents to 1t by the force of ntwitie evidence
that faculty which raises us bey ond the control of time and space and
gnes us faith in things eternal and w1 tble  There 1s not the differ
ence between one mind and another which the prde of philosophers
might concene To them no faculty 1s conceded which does not
belong to the meanest of therr countrvmen  In them there can not
Spring up a truth which does not equally have its germ in evens murd
They have not the power of creation they can but reveal nhat God
has mimplanted 1n every breast

The mtellectual functions by which relations are percened are
the common endowments of the race  The dufferences are apparent
notreal The eye mn one person may be dull 1n another quick i one
distorted and n another tranquil and clear et the relation of the
eye to hight 15 1n all men the same Just so judgment may be hable
n individual minds to the bias of passion and vet its relation to truth
1s immutable and 1s unn ersal

In questions of practical duty con cience 15 God s umpire whost
Iight 1llurmines every heart There 15 nothing 1n books which had not
first and has not still 1ts hfe within us Religon uself 1s a dead letter
wherever its truths are not renew edn the soul  Individual conscrence
may be corrupted by interest or debauched by pride vet the rule of
morality 1s distincth marked Its harmonies are to the mind lihe
mustc to the exr and the moral Judgment when carefully analyzed
and referred to s prneples s alway s founded 1n nght  The Eastem
superstition which buds 1ts victims prostrate themseles before the
advancng car of their idols springs from a noble root and 1s but 2
melancholy persersion of that self devotion which enables the Chns
tuin to bear the cross and subject s personal pas.tons to the will of
God  Immorality of itself never won to 1ts support the inward voice
conscience 1f questioned never forgets to curse the gutlts wrth the
memory of sin to cheer the upright with the meek tranquillity of
approval  And this admirable power which 1s the instinct of Derty
1s the attnibute of every man 1t hnocks at the palace gate 1t duells
m the meanest hovel Duty Lke death enters ev ery abode and deln
ers its message  Conscience like reason ard Judgment 15 unnersal
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1 speak for the unnersal diffiusion of human powers not of human
sttamments for the capaaity for progress not for the perfection of
undisoplined instincts - The fellowship which we should chensh mith
{he race recenves the Comanche warmor and the haffir within the pale
of equalty  Thewr functions may not have been exeraised but they
enst Immurea person in a dungeon as he comes 10 the light of day
tus viston seems mcapable of performing 1ts office  Docs that destroy
jour conviction 10 the relation between the eye and hght> The
roter over b s cups resolves to eat and dnink and be merry he forgets
bis spintual nature 1 his obedience to the senses But does that

Wh ¢t nnsom
A

2

fumiture and treasures and set free every slave  Ah  replied the
degenerate Romans  what then 11l be left tou ? I leave you
yoursouls  repl ed the unlettered mvader from the steppes of Asia
whohad learnt 1n the ilderness to value the immortal mind and to
despise the servile herd that esteemed only their fortunes and had no
true respect for themselhves  You cannot discover a tribe of men but
3ou also find the chanties of hie and the proofs of spintual existence
Behold the ignorant Algonquin depostt 1 bow and quiver by the side
of the departed warnor and recognize hus faith in immortality  See
the Comanche chieftain 1n the heart of our contment mflict on hum
self severest pena ce and reverence his confession of the needed
;ﬂ(onemmt fo sn The Barbanian who roams our Western praines
; slie passions and bike endowments with ourselves  Hebears within
‘lm the insuinct of Denty the consar usness of a sp ntual nture the
love of beauty the rule of morality
lh‘:’;d sl:alll we reverence the dark skinned Kaffir?  Shall we respect
. "yr: Hottentot? You may read the nght ansner wntten on
A o:; t ;t bids me n t despise the sable hunter that gathers a
Yoow e E the forests of Southern Africa  Allare men  When we
ttentot better we shall despise hum less

- {TrE Certarvty OF Porurar JuncuenT]

e m}:l::‘::ml‘ the gafts of mind and heart are universally diffused

ettt an truth just ce love and beautv eustsmn every one
S 2 necessary consequence that the common judgment
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I taste politics and religion 5 the highest authority on earth apg
the nearest possible approaen to an mfalhble deciston  From the

Ifreason )5 o umversal faculty ¢he universal decr 1on 1s the nearest
crterion of trygp The common mind winnows opintons 1t 15 the
steve which Sep1rates error from certamty  The exvercise by mam of
the same faculty on the Same subject would naturally lead to the same
conclusions But 1f not the ver, differences of opinton that anse
Prove the supreme Judgment of the general muind - Truth is one It
never contradics self - One tryeh €nnot contradict another truth
Hence trugh , a bond of unop But error not only contradicts truth
but may contradict iself that there may be many errors and each
4t varance with the Test Truth ;s therefore of necessity an element
of harmon,, error as necessanly an element of discord  Thus there

1ty for the errors of 1 sect pass away and are forgotten 1ts truths are
recened into the €ommon mheritance To know the seminal thought
of every prophet ang leader of 4 Sect 1s to gather a) the wisdom of

mankind
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In lhe manner the best government rests on the people and not on
the few on persons and not on property on the free deselopment of
public opuuon and not en authonity  because the munificent Author
of our being bas conferred the gifts of mind upon every member of the
buman race without distinction of outnard arcumstances What
ever of other possessions may be engrossed mind asserts s own
independence  Lands estates the produce of munes the prolific
sbundance of the seas may be usurped by 3 puvileged class Avance
assuming the form of amtatious po sev may grasp real

m after realm
subdue contments compass the earth mn 1ts ‘schemes of aggrandize-
ment and s gh after other worlds but mind eludes the power of

appropration It exsts only 1 1ts 0¥ R sndividuslits 1118 2 property
which cannot be confiscated and cannot be torn anay it laughs at
chains 1t bussts from ymprisonment 3t defies monopoly A govern
ment of equal nghts must therefore rest upon mund not wealth not
brute force the sur of the moral intelligence of the community should

rule the State  Prescr plion ¢an no more assume 10 be 2 vald plea

for pol ncal mjustice Socrety studies to eradicate established abuses
and to bring socal stitutions and lav 8 nto harmony with moral
nght not dismayed by the natural and necessary inperfections of all
buman effort  nd not gvimg 3y to despair because every hope does
not at once npen nto fruit

The pubhic happiness 15 the true object of legslation and can be
ic:“rtd only by the masses of mankind themselves awakening to the
hﬁ\:lcdge and the care of their o T wnterests  Qur free nstitutions
o e 1sed the false and ignoble distinct ons between men and

using to grat fy the pnde of caste have achno ledged the common

md 1o be the true matertal for 2 commonwealth  Everything has
oy :'xm been done for the happy fev It s n t possible to endow
s tocracy w th greater benefits th n they have already enjoyed

\:t: 15 n‘ot room to hope that mdividu 15 1 11l be more Tughly gmited
Wer\d‘:a n““; developed than the greatest sages { past times  The
- pw“as \ Ince only th augh the culture of the moral and ntellec
oL o ‘lhe people To accomplish this end by means of the
o ihe dur :ns: ;s 1s the hghest purpose of government If 1t
ot ot G:d theind dual to strive after a perfection hike the per

how much more ought a nation to be the mmage of
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in taste polities and religion 1s the Iighest authonty on earth and
the nearest possible approach to an mfallible dectsion  From the
consideration of individual powers I turn to the action of the human
mind 1n ma ses
If reason 1s a unw ersal faculty the umsersal decr 1on 15 the nearest
criterton of truth  The common mind winnows opinions 1t 15 the
sieve which separates error from certainty  The exercise by many of
the same faculty on the same subject would naturally lead to the sime
conclustons  But if not the very differences of optnton that anse
prove the supreme Judgment of the general mind  Truthisone It
hever contradicts atself  One truth cannot contradict another truth
Hence truth1 2 bond of union But error not only contradicts truth
but mav contradict itself so that there may be many errors and each
4t vanance with the rest Truth is therefore of necessity an element
of harmony error as necessanly an element of discord  Thus there
can he no continumg umnersal Judgment but a right one Men can
not agree i 1n absurdity  nerther can they agree in a falsehood
If wrong opinions hive often been cherished by the masses the
cause alwavs hes 1 the complewity of the ideas presented Frror
finds 1ts 1\ 1y 1nto the sou! of a nation only through the channel of
truth  It1s to a truth that men histen and if they accept error abo
1L1s onlv because the error 1s for the time so closeh interwoven with
the truth that the one cannot reachly be separated from the other
Unmined error can have ho existence in the pubic mind  Wherever
vou see men clustering together to form a party you may be sure
that however much error may be there truth is there also  Apply this
prineiple boldlv  for 1t contains a lesson of candor and a vouce of
encouragement  There never was 1 school of philosophy nor a clan
n the realm of optnon but carred along with 1t some important truth
And therefore every sect that hasever flounished has benefited Human
1ty for the errors of 1 sect P1ss anay and are forgotten 1ts truths are
recenved into the common inheritance  To know the semtnal thought
of evers prophet and leader of 1 sect 15 to gather all the wisdom of

manhind
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mind s mfimite 1m 1tS Xpenence Indiniduals are langwd and blind
the many are ever wakeful Indivduals are corrupt  the race bas
been redecmed Tndiniduals are ume-serving the masses are featless
Indndusls ay be false the masses 818 ingenuous and sincere Inds
\nduals clam the divine sanction of truth for the deceitful coneeptions
of theit own fancies the Spint of God breathes {hrough the combined
mtellgence of the people Truth 18 not to be ascertained by the
mpulses of 2 mdnadual 1t emerges from the contradictions of
personal opinions 1t F21s€S 1tself n majestic seremity above the stnies
of parties and the conflict of sects 1t acknowledges nesther the solitary
smnd not the separate faction asits oracle but ownsasitsovn fasthful
mterpreter the dictates of pure reason atsell pmdaumd by the general
e of maskind  The decrees of the unversal consaence 81¢ the
nearest approach to the presence of God mn the soul of man
Thus the opimon which we respect 15 indeed not the opimon of
caeorofa few but the sagaaity of the many Tt 1s hard for the pnde
of cultivated philosophy to put ats ear to the ground and histen Tever
ently to the vorce of lowly humamity yet the people collectively are
wiser than the most gpited mdmdual for all hus wsdom constitutes
butapart of thewrs  When the great sculptor of Greece was endeavor
10g to fashion the perfect ‘model of beauty he did not passively mutate
the form of the lovehest woman of his age but he gleaned the several
\imeaments of hus faultless work from the many And soitas thata
perfect judgment 15 the result of companson Wwhen erfor ehminates
error and truth 1s established by The organ
of truth 15 the mvisible decision of the unbizsed world she pleads
:ﬁm 116 tribunal but public opimion she owns no safe interpreter
h“l;:t common mund she knows no court of appeals but the soul of
tad s:;g Tt 15 when the multitude give counsel that nght purposes
y thers s the fixedness that cannot be shaken thewrss the
understanding which exceeds 1 wisdom theirs 15 the heatt of which
the largeness 15 as the sand on the seashore
hé:;“:: t:y yast armies by immense natural resources by accumu
b reasure (hat the greatest results n modem avilization
ve been accomplished  The trac

es of the career of conquest
away hardly leaving a scar on the natsonal intelhgence  The fan‘::::

Yattle grounds of wicto
ry are most of them comparatively mdiff
10 the human race barren fields of blood the scourges o(y their ::xne:
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Deity The common mind 1s the true Panan marble fit to be wrought
imnto likeness to a God The duty of Amenca 15 to secure the culture
and the happiness of the masses by their reliance on themselves.

The absence of the prejudices of the Old World leaves us here the
opportunity of consulting independent truth and man s left to pply
the mstinct of freedom to every socal relation and public mterest.
We have approached so near to nature that we can hear her gentlest
whispers we have made Humamity our lawgiver and our oracle
and therefore the nation receives vivifies and apphes princples
which 1n Furope the wisest accept with distrust  Freedom of mund
and of conscience freedom of the seas freedom of industry equabty of
franchises — each great truth 1s firmly grasped comprehended and
enforced for the multitude 15 neither rash nor fickle In truth st1s
less fickle than those who profess to be its gmdes  Its natural dilec
tics surpass the logic of the schools Pohtical action has never been
so consistent and so unwavening as when 1t results from a feelng ora
prmaple diffused through society The people 1s fim and tranqul
m 2ts movements and necessanly acts wath moderation because 1t
b but slowly impregnated with new 1deas and effects no changes
except in harmony with the knowledge which 1t has acquired Besides
where 1t 15 permanently possessed of power there exmsts neither the
occasion nor the desire for frequent change It 1s not the pareat of
tumult sedition 1s bred mn the lap of luxury and its chosen emssants
are the beggared spendthnft and the impovenshed hbertine  The
government by the people 1s in very truth the strongest government
in the world Discarding the implements of terror 1t dares to rule by
moral force and has its aitadel in the heart

Such 15 the pohtical system which rests on reason reflection and
the free expression of deliberate choce There may be those who
scoff at the suggestion that the decision of the whole 15 to be preferred
to the judgment of the enlightened few They say in their hearts
that the masses are jgnorant that farmers know nothing of legislation
that mechamies should not quit their workshops to joun 1n forming
public opimon  But true political science does mndeed venerate the
masses It mamtams not as has been perversely asserted that the
people can make right  but that the people can discern nght Indi
viduals are but shadows too often engrossed by the pursuit of shadows
the race 1simmortal  Individuals are of hmited sagacity the commen
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The unnerslity of the ntelleetual and moral powers and the
necessity of their development for the progress of the race proclum
the great doctrine of the natural nght of every ‘human bemng to moral
and mtellectual culture  1tas the glory of our fathers to have estab
Lshed 1n thess laws the equal clams of every child to the public care
of its morals and its mnd  From this principle we may deduce the
\n erstlnght toJewsure thatis to tume not appropriated to matenal
purposes but reserved for the culture of the moral affections and the
mnd It does not tolerate the exclusive enjoyment of Jeisure hoa
prvileged class, but defending the nghts of labor would suffer none
to sacnfice the hugher purposes of estence in unceasing toil for that
shichisnotlfe  Suchis the voice of nature such the conscious claim
of the human mind  The unt erse Opens 1ts Pages 1o every eye the
music of creation resounds in every eat the glonous lessons of tmmor
tal truth that are wntten 1 the shy and on the earth address them
%115 to every mind and claim attention from every human beng
God has made man upnght that he might 1ooh. before and after and
e calls upon everyone not merely to labor but to reflect not merelv
topractise the re tlations of divine will but to contemplate the dis
Plays of divine poner  Nature claums for every man leisure for she

dlauns every man as a witness to the divane glory mamiested 1n the
created world

:;:: nght to unwversal education being thus acknowledged by our
e x:r:e not less than by our laws 1t follows that the people 1s the
o ;}p\ent of truth Do not seel. to conatate mdrnduals do not

the fro -nsof a sect do not yield to the proscrptions of a party

::;c\:m;rk o \h truth mto the common mnd  Let the waters of mtelh
i, ¢ the amsof hea en descend on the whole earth  And be
e fo:mged by the dread of encountering ignorance The p o
tefsi g:uﬂ:d“ aremo ¢easly remoned than the p ejudices of nierest
AP lyad ptd 11 secowd wlfullv p cferred Intelhigence

\ffused among the whole people truth must be scattered

among those who ha e
Bl ot ¢ gno Interest to suppress tsgro th  The seeds

the 1n the hum of business may be chohed b;
horns that spring up 1n the hotbed of avance the seeds that ar’e

Tet £
all n the salon may belk those d opped by the na 1de which
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but affecting the social condition as hittle as the raging of 2 pestilence
Not one benevolent mstitution not one ameliorating prnaple 11 the
Roman sta ¢ was a voluntary concesston of the anstocraty each use-
ful element was borroned from the democractes of Greece oF % asa
reluctant concesston to the demands of the people The same b tne
1n the modern pohitical hfe Tt 15 the confesston of an enemy to Demec
racy that all the great and noble snstatutrons of the world ke cemt
from popular efforts

Tt 15 the umform tendency of the popular element 10 elevate and
bless humamty ~The exact measure of the progress of avibization 18
the degree m which the 1ntelligence of the common mnd has prevailed
over wealth and brute force other words the measure of the prog
ress of avilization 15 the progress of the peop e Even great object
connected with the benevolent exertions of the day has reference t¢
the culture of those powers W hich are alone the common inhentance
For this the envoys of religton cross seas and visit remotest wles for
this the press n 1ts freedom teems with the productions of maturest
thought for this the philanthropist plans new schemes of educatio?
for this halls n every city and village are open to the public nstructof
ot that we view with indufference the glorious efforts of maters
industry the increase 1n the facthty of internal 1ntercourse the
accumulations of thnfty labor the vaned results of concentrat
action  But even there 1t 15 mind that schievos the tnumph 1%
the gemus of the architect that gnes beauty to the worh of human
hands and mahes the temple the dwelling or the public edifice 3°
outward representation of the spint of propriety and order 1t 3
science that gmdes the biind zeal of cupidity to the construction © the
vast channels of communication which are fast binding the ¥ orld mnto
one famly Anditisasa method of moral improvement that thes¢
swifter means of intercourse dernve their greatest value \fmnd becomes
unwversal property  the poem that 1s published on the soil of England
finds 1ts re<pon e on the <hores of Lahe Ene and the banks of th
Missourt and1s admured near the sources of the Ganges The defense
of public {iberty tn our own halls of legr lation penetrites the pluns
of Poland 1s echoed along the mountatns of Greece and pierees the
darkest nught of Eastern despotism
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The skeptiosm of the last century could not uproot Chnstianty
becatse 1t Ined m the hearts of the milhions Do you thunk that
ufidelity 18 spreading?  Chnstiamity never Ined 1 the hearts of 5o
many mihons as at this moment “The forms under which 1t 13 pro-
fessed may decay for they hike all that 15 the work of mans hands
are subject to the changes and chances of mortal beng  But the
spint of truth 15 incorruptible 1t rmay be developed illustrated and
applied 1t never can de 1t never €A1 dechine

Notruth can pensh no truth can pass away “The flame 1 undying
though generations disappear Wherever moral truth has started
utobeing humamty clms and guards the bequest Each generation
fathers together the impenshable chuldren of the past and Increases
them by new sons of hght alike radiant with immortality
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tale no root  Let the young aspirant after glory scatter the seeds of
truth broadcast on the wide bosom of humanity m the deep fertile
soil of the public mind  There 1t wll stnhe deep root and spnng €p
and bear a hundredfold and bloom for ages and nipen frut through
remote generations

Tt 15 alone by infusing great prinaiples mto the common mnd that
revolutions 1n human society are brought about Thev never have
been they never can be effected by superior ndividual excellence

[TaE PEOPLE THE AGENTS OF PrOGRESS]

Yes reforms 1n society are only effected through the masses of the
people and through them have contunually taken place New truths
have been successtvely developed and becomng the common propert)
of the human famuly have mmproved 1ts condition  This progress ¥
advanced by every sect preasely because each sect toobtaim witality
does of necessity embody a truth by every political party for the
conflicts of party are the war of 1deas by every nationality for 3
nation cannot ewust as such till humanity makes 1t & specaal trustee
of some part of its wealth for the ultimate benefit of all The wrresist
ible tendency of the human race 15 therefore to advancement for
absolute power has never succeeded and can never succeed 1 SUP
pressing a single truth  An 1dea once revealed mav find 1ts admussio?
nto every lving breast and live there Like God 1t becomes smmortd
and omnipresent The movement of the species1s upward wrreststibhy
upward The individual 1s often lost Providence never disovns the
race No prnaple once promulgated has ever been forgotten No

timely tramp of a despot s foot ever trod out one 1dea The world
cannot retrograde the dark ages cannot return Dynasties persh
aties are buned nations have been victums to error of martyrs for
nght huramty has always been on the advance ganing matunty
unnersality and power

Yes truth 1s mmortal Tt cannot be destroyed 1t 13 invincible 1t
cannot long be resisted Not every great prinaiple has yet been
generated but when once proclaimed and diffused 1t Lives without
end 1n the safe custody of the race States may pass awdy every
Just princsple of legislation which has been once established will endure
Philosophy bas sometimes forgotten God a great people never did
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but the perseverance and zeal with which the memotialists pursue
therr object scems to require further elucidation of the subject And
asthe opposers of Sunday mails disclum all intention to unite Church
andState the Commuttee donot feel disposed tompugn their motives
1.4 whatever may be advanced 1n opposttion 10 1he measure will
ase from the fears entertamed of ats fatal tendency to the peace and
bappuwess of the nation  The catastrophe of other nations furnished
the framers of the Constitution a beacon of awful warming and they
h:le evineed the greatest possible care 10 guarding agamnst the same
[

Thelaw 251t now exsts makes no distinction as to the days of the
week but is imperative that the postmasters shallattend at all reason
able hours 1n every day to perform the duties of their off ces and the
postmaster general has gen his instructions to all postmasters that
t post offices where the mail arni es on Sunday the office 15 to be
kept open one hour or more aiter the amval and assorting of the mail
Bt m case that would interfere with the hours of public worship
the office 15 to be kept open for one hour after the usual time of dis
wiving the meetng  Thus hiberal constructian of the law does not
sttufy the memonahsts But the Commuttee believe that there 1
not Just ground of complawnt unless 1t be conceded that they have a
?““"“‘“E power o er the consciences of others  If Congress shall
‘{m‘:‘; ;‘;\homy of the law sanction the measure recommended 1t
ahich ““S‘Uéh Y:sta lemslative decision of a relig ous controversy in
2 decs on v bex:ms (hemfel es ars atissue  However sutted such
2 republienn 1{@5\;(0 an celes council 1tis ble with

ure which 1s purely for political and not rehgious

mz'ﬂ t:::nl;:mdual character we all entertain opinions and pursue a
fied there mf plr;cme upon the subject of rel glon  However diners
dat the o\heyshal we all harmomize as atizens while each 15 willing
Bt 1 shall enjoy the same liberty which he claums for himself
Thewd, ‘d‘rhe‘;lxcsenm\ e character our mdividual character 15 lost
ety Hep c;m fo tumself the representative acts for his constit
RS of s osen to epresent their rel oous views to guard the
regard they s l:’ﬂt 1o restnict the nghts f consmence  Despots may
el p ubjects as their property and usurp the divine preroga

escribing their rehigious fa th but the history of the world
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RICHARD M JOHNSON
SUNDAY OBSERVANCE AND THE MAIL!

Post OFFICES AND Post ROADS 10 whom

HE COMMITTEE ON
the memorals were referred for prohibiting (he transportatio?
of mails and the opening of post offices on Gunday report that

the memonalists regard the first day of the ® eek as a day st prt

by the Creator for rehgious exercises and consider the {ransportaio?
of the mailand the opening of the post offices o1 that day the yiolation
on of the practice

of a rehgious duty and call for a suppress!
by counter memonals are Lnown to entertain 2 different sentiment
beheving that no one day of the ® eeh 15 ho
holding the universality and ymmutability of the ]emsh Decalogue
believe m the sanctty of the seventh day of the weeh 352 day of
rehgious devotion and by therr memonal no® he!
they also request that 1t may be set apart for rehgous purposes
has hitherto been left to the exercise of his own opinion an
been regarded as the proper pusiness of governme
and determine for none But the attemp!
a greater umformity at feast in practice and as argument
the Government has been called upon 10 wnterpose M5 authonty 1
settle the controversy
Congress acts under a Constitution of delegated and Limited powers
The Commuttee look m vain to that wstrument for a delegatient of
power authorzing this bodv to mnquire and determin® what patt of
ume of whether any has been set apart by the Almighty for religioss
exercices  On the contrary among the few protubitions which ¥
that prohubits 2 religious test and another whi

contams 15 one
declares that Congress shall pass no law respecting an s
e

them does not come within the cognizance ©
1 [Report of the Commsilee © puofes ¢ pu dr Jt

Senalt {January 1820) — Text complete ]

174
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power may extort vain aacnfices but Deity alone can command the
afections of the beart. It must be recollected that n the cathest
witlement of this country the spint of persecution which drove the
plgams from their native homes was brought with them to their
tew babitations and that some Chnistians were scourged and others
put 10 death for no other cnime than dissenting from the dogmas of
thewr rulers.
Tth these facts before us 1t must be a subject of deep regret that
2 question should be brought before Congress which involves the
- - =% hag whaenov

( :
-
‘: {:1‘!:11:2 and Judas a professed disciple wasa trastor to s Divine

With the exception of the Umted States the whole human race
E:sung 1t1ssupposed of exght hundred mithons of rational human
- m;‘: 15 1n rehgious bondage and in reviewing the scenes of perse
e W;fh Tustory everywhere presents unless the Committee could
b “'; t the cnes of the burming victim and the flames by which
\nmub:m\l::d bear to Heaven a grateful incense the conclusion 15
- Su: ul the Line cannot be too strongly drawn between Church
Gl e 1f 2 solemn act of legislation shall n one point define the
mm:m:\ ﬁv;ul to the aitizen one religious duty 1t may with equal
“h&kl\lsyub; e every part of divine revelation and enforce every
adoment g;:;:m even to the forms and ceremonies of worshup the

s m:h e church and the support of the clergy
i :lx::s that Judas betrayed tus Divine Master and we
s of e mshed no matter what our faith may be that the
e h:nce cannot be so successfully assuled as under the
ot ess  The Chrstun religion made 1ts way into the
b} dnmp:«:moxa:n all human governments. Banishment tortures
rolesors o :OL: cted 1n vawn to stop its progress  But many of its
which theyy me: as c‘cxiht.h:d 1n political power lost the meek spurit
andon dgenp :mmled and began to nflict on other religions
Wted thas, gh Dsge hc;i their own rehgion persecutions more aggra

tions ot which their own apostles had endured  The ten
persecy aad mpagm emperors were exceeded 1 atroaty by the
* trders perpetrated by Chnstian hands and 1n van
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furmshes the melancholy d ration that the disy of ote
man to coerce the religious homage of another spnings from an unchas-
tened ambition rather than a sicere devotion to any rehigon The
princaples of our Government do not recognize 1 the majonty any
authonty over the mmonty except 1n matters which regard the coo-
duct of man to hus fellow man A Jewish monarch by gra.ping th
holy censer Jost both hus scepter and bus freedom A destuny ashttle
to be envied may be the lot of the American people who hold the
sovereygnty of power if they m the person of thewr represcatatives
shall attempt to unite 1 the remotest degree Church and State
From the earhiest penod of time religious teachers hate attamed
great ascendancy over the minds of the people and m every pafice
ancient or modern whether pagan Mahommedan or Christian have
succeeded 1n the incorporation of their religious tenets with the polte
cal mstitutions of their country ‘The Persian wols the Greas
oracles the Roman augurtes and the modem presthood of Europt
bave all m their tum been the subject of popular adulation and the
agents of political deception  If the measure recommended should
be adopted 1t would be difficult for human sagacity to foresee bow
rapid nould be the succession or how numerous the train of measures
which might follow mvolving the dearest nghts of all the nghts of
conscience It 15 perhaps fortunate for our country that the prapost
tion should have been made at this early period while the spint of the
Revolution yet evists1n full mgor Religous zeal enlists the strongest
prejudices of the human mmnd and when musdirected exotes the
worst passions of our nature under the delusive pretext of domng God
service  Nothing 15 so incessant 1 1ts toils so persevenng 1a K8
determunations so appalling in its course or so dangerous i its conse:
quences The equabty of nght secured by the Constitution mat bd
defiance to mere pohtical tyrants but the robe of sancty too often
ghtters to deceve  The Constitution regards the conscrence of the
Jew as sacred as that of the Chrstan and gives no more authonty
to adapt a £ the ¢ of a solitary mdidual
than that of a whole y ‘That rep ¢ who would
violate this principle would lose tus delegated character and forfeit
the confidence of his constituents  H Congress shall declare the finst
day of the weeh holy 3t will not convince the Jew nor the Sabbatanan
It will dissatisfy both and consequenthy convert nesther  Human
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uspend all ats ¢ ecutive functions on that day? Whv do they not
requ re us to exact that our shaps shall not sail that our armies shall
o marh that officers of justice shall not sauze the suspected or
gard the convicted>  They seem 1o forget that government 15 s
eeessary on Sunday as on any other day of the week s the

Government ever active 1 ts functions Wwhich enables us all even

the petitioners tow Tshup 1 Our churches in peace Our Government

famiches very few blessings Like our mals They bear from the
centet of our Republic to its d stant € tremes the acts of our legis-
lauve bod es the decisions of the justiciary and the orders of tre
execatne  Their speed 1s often essentual to the defense of the country
tke suppression of crime and the dearest terests of the people
Were they suppressed one day of the weeh their absence must often
be s ppled by public e presses and besiles while the mait bags
mght rest the m 1l coaches v uld pursue their journey b the
pessengers  The mail bears from one extreme of the Um n to the
other letters of relati es and friends preserving 2 communion of
beart between those far separated and increasing the mast pure and
tefined pleasures { our ¢ istence  Also the letters of commercial
men comey the state of markets pre ent ruinous speculats ns and
P om te general as well as indinadual mterest they bea nnumerable
relmous letters newspapers magaznes and tracts which reach
almost e ery house thr ughout this wide republic Is the conveyance
fthesea vislats  of the Sabbath? The advance of the human race
mintell gence i virtue and rel g n wself depends 1 part upon the
speed 1th wh ch a knowledge of the past1s d sserminated  Wathout
an mterchange betmeen one country and another and betw een differ
ent sections of the same countr ¢ ery impro ement i m ral or
‘::‘:“tﬂ ence a d theartsof 1 le would be confined to the ner hbor
mm‘;a re tonginated The more rapid and the more frequent this
change the m re 1 pad will be the ma ch of wntellect and the
“’“:fl":‘m:‘l ;m‘\:m\emem The mal 15 the chief means by which
oneday m s: t srradiates to the extremes of the republic  Stop 1t
ven and vou retard one seventh the impr  ement of our

o

W\:\‘:y So far from stopping the matl n Sundav the Commuttee

v {‘t:omme dtheus f all reasonable means to give it a greater
mand a greater e tens n What would be the elevation of

Ut counf
try 1f ¢ erv new concept n could be made to strike evens
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shall we examme the records of impenal tyranny for an engme of
cruelty equal to the holy inqusition  Enery religious sect however
meeh 1n 1ts ongin  commenced the work of persecution as soon as
acquired political poner The framers of the Constitution recognized
the eternal principle that man's relation with God 1s above human

~»  nce unahienable Reasomng w1
m

bosoms It 1s this conscousi
has sustained so many martyrs 1 tortures and in flames  sucy
that their dutv to God was superior to human enactments and that
t~  over their consciences 1t1s an mborn
drcate

The bigot 1n the prde o1 ws authonty may lose sight of it but
stnp lum of huis power prescribe a faith to him which hus consaence
rejects threaten him m turn with the dungeon and the faggot the
spteit which God has implanted 1n him rises up mn rebelhon and defies
you Did the primitive Christians ask that government should recog
nize and observe their rebgious institutions? Al they ashed w3
toleration all they complained of was persecution  What dd tbe
Protestants of Germany and the Huguenots of France ash of ther
Cathofic supertors? Toleration  What do the persecuted Catholics
of Ireland ask of their oppressors? Toleration

Do not all men n this country enjoy every religious nght whick
martyrs and sunts ever ashed? Whence then the voice of co
plamnt? Who s 1t that an the full enjoyment of every prnciple whick
human laws can secure wishes to wrest a portion of these prnciples
fram hs neighbor? Do the petitioners allege that they cannot cot
scientiously partictpate m the profits of the mail contracts and post
offices because the ma! 1s carried on Sunday?  H this be ther mothe
then it is worldly gain which stimulates te action and not virtut and
rehgion Do they complamn that men less conscientious relaton
to the Sabbath obtatn advantages aver them by recers ing their Jetters
and attending to thewr conteats? Stll therr mative 15 worldly an
selfish  But 1f their motive be to make Congress to sanction by faw
their religious opinions and observances then their efforts are to be
resisted as 1n their tendency fatal bath to religious and political free
dom Why have the petitioners contined their praser ta the mals?
Why have thes not req 1 that the gor be required to
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suspend all its ¢ ecutne functi ns on that day? Why do they not
requ re us to cxact that our shps shall not sul that our armies shall
mtmar b that officers of justice shall not seize the suspected or
guard the convicted? They seem to forget that government 1S as
ueersary n Sunday as on any other day of the week 1t 1s the
Coverment eser active 1n its functions which enatles us all even
the petitioners to worship 1n our churches 1n peace Our Government
fumiskes very few blessings like our mails  They bear [rom the
cente of our Republie 10 1ts d stant extremes the acts of our legts
fane bodies the decutans of the justiciary and the orders of the
exerutne Their speed 1 often essential to the defense of the country
the s ppresson of cnme and the dearest intesests of the people
Were they suppressed one day of the week their absence must often
be supplied by publc exp esses and besiles while the mail Lags
mght rest the mai} coaches would pursue their journey with the
Pssingers The mail bears from one extreme of the Uni n to the
hlhe letters of relatnves and fniends preserving a ¢ mmunion of
tart between those far separated and ncreass g the m st pure and

tefi ed pleasures of our ¢ istence  Also the letters § ¢)mmercial
men convey the state of markets pre ent rumous speculations an 1
‘:{‘z:z:i&m:ml as well as individual nterest they bear innumerable
oot e, ;rs neaspapers magazines and tracts which reach
fihese ::)’ ‘:ust throughout this wide republic  Is the convesvance

N olation of the Sabbath? The advance of the human race
peed Wihn?h u;‘ virtue and religio 1tself depends 1n part upon the
ke G :‘cbe a knowledge of the past 1s disseminated  Without
ot sen nsg A u";vreen © ¢ country and another and between differ
Whtial scen € same ¢ untry e ery mmptovement in m ral or
bood heret :n ndthearts flife would be¢ nfined to the ner hbor
Pieschange \heg::r\:d The mo erapda d the mote frequent this
DS of 1 e rapid w 1 be the march of intellect and the
telectea | ghy ‘mIELn‘( The mail 15 the chiel means by which
one day m seven o nr':; l:c ¢ tremes of the republic. Stop 1t
OUY Sofr mat rd one se enth the improvement of our
ould recommend the Ppimg the mail n Sundav the Commttee

19 tom and 5 muse all reasonable means to g1 e 1t a greater
o coumtry of “gtf er extension  What would be the elevation of
TV hew conception could be made to str ke every
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mind 1 the Union at the same time! It 15 not the distance of a prov
ince or state from the seat of government which endangers its separa
tion but 1t 15 the difficulty and unfrequency of mtercourse between
them  Our mauls reach Missoun and Arhansas m less time than they
reached Kentucky and Ohio i the nfaney of their settlements and
now when there are three millions of people extending one thousand
mules west of the Alleghany we hear less of discontent than when
there were a few thousands scattered along their western base
To stop the mails one day 1n seven would be to thrust the whole
western country and other distant parts of this Republic one days
Journey from the seat of government  But were 1t expedient to put
an end to the transoussion of letters and newspapers on Sunds)
because 1t violates the law of God have not the petitioners begun
wrong mn their efforts? If the arm of government be necessary to
compel man to respect and obey the laws of God do not the state
governments possess infinitely more power 1n this respect? Let the
petitioners turn to them and see if they can mduce the passage of
laws to respect the observance of the Sabbath for if 1t be sful for
the mail to carry letters on Sunday 1t must be equally sinful for
indiniduals to wnte carry recenve or read them It would seem to
require that these acts should be made penal to complete the system
Traveling on business or recreation except to and from church all
Printing carrymg recerving and reading of newspapers all convers2
tions and socal intercourse except upon religious subjects must
necessanly be punished to suppress the evil  Would 1t not also follow
as an inevitable consequence that every man woman and child
should be compelled to attend meeting and as only one sect 1n the
opmion of some can be deemed orthodox must the law not determine
which that 1s and compel all to hear these teachers and contnbute to
their support? If mmor pumishments would not restram the Jew or
the Sabbatanan or the Infidel who believes Saturday to be the
Sabbath or disbelieves the whole would not the same system requure
that we should resort to imprisonment banishment the rack and
the faggot to force men to violate their own consaences or compel
them to histen to doctnnes which they abhor? When the state govern
ments shall have yielded to these measures 1t will be time enough for
Congress to declare that the ratthing of the mail coaches shall no
longer break the silence of this despotism It 1s the duty of ths
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Goverzment to affirm o all — to Jew ot Gentile Pagan or Chrstian
—the protection and the of our benignant s on
Semday as well as every day of the week  Although this Government
il ot comvert atself 1nto an ecclesiastical tnbunal 1t will practice
upon the maxm lad down by the Founder of Chnstamty that 1t1s
lawfil to do good on the Sabbath day 1f the Almighty had =et apart
the first day of the week s time which man 18 bound to keep Loly
and devote exclusively to his worship would 1t not be more congenial
to the prospects of Chnistians to appeal exclusively to the great Law

gver of the universe to a1d them 1 making men better 1n correcting
ther practaces by punfyng their hearts? Government will protect
them1n thewr eflorts  When they shall have so instructed the public
mad and asakened the consciences of ndrviduals as to make them
believe that 1t 15 2 violation of God s law to carry the mail open post
oficss o recene letters on Sunday the ewil of which they complain
Wil cease of tself wathout any exertion of the strong arm of avil
pover When man undertakes to be God's avenger he becomes a
demon Drven by the frenzy of a religious zeal he loses every gentle

fechng forgets the most sacred precepts of his creed and becomes
ferocaous and unrelenting

Our fathers did not wait to be oppressed when the mother country
:s:mcd and exercised an unconstitutional power over them Tohave
h ;\;sced i the tax of threepence upon a pound of tea would have
e € way to the most cruel exactions they took a bold stand agawmnst
lm“l;)"mm})le and Iberty and independence were the result The
o :hus bave not requested Congress to suppress Sunday mails
an e ground of political expeciency but because thev violate the

ﬁl‘? of the first day of the week
thlmed‘::: ;he fact and the pentioners having indignantly dis-
B 1l :1 wish to unite politics and religion may not the Com
e ::\u‘y chensh the hope that they will feel reconciled to
o e case? especually as 1t 18 also a fact that the counter

equally oppose the 1 of Congress

Upnt the ground that 1t would
be legistal
a2d therefore oy egislating upon a religious subject
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FRANCES WRIGHT
ON EXISTING EviLs AND THER REMEDY!

[Aserycy STILL Cvummu.y Emzomus}

The resyly of my obsenagion has been the conviction thae the reform
Commenceq at the Rewluuan of 76 has been by Iittle improved
through the tery, of years which haye Succeeded ghay ghe national
Policy of the country y,4 then ndeed changed but that s socul
economy hag Temainedq such ag yp Was in the days of i European
Vassalage

In confirmation of ths 1 Wl requesy YOU 0 ob erve thyy vour
rebgion )5 the same as that of m,

Same bog g and Promulgaseq and susta;peq by simylar means —yyz
2 salarjeq Priesthoog Set apare from the Peopl,
a

funds association and apo, o all g Cempulsory power compounded
ished custom extengsy e corre-

at once of accumulageq o €alth espap),
Spondence and g System of educatlon imbued with s pirit and all
ence

Agam N proof of the Similang, between Your interny} policy ard
that of Monarch;c,y Englang y Wil requesy JOU 10 observe that ey
law ;5 Vourlg, Every Part anq Prcelof thy, absurd cryel ignorant
Inconsisten¢ lncomprehensxble Jumble stiled (he common law of

and parce] of 1 Isav poy abrogated or altered
€xXpressly b, Ieglslalnc Statutes Which hag been very rireh done — s
at this hoy, the law of revolutionyzeq Amenc,
I vour fap. of il polity wuh

e entity o,
that of Aristocracy) Lnglaing 1 Wil requesy 10U to obserye ghyy the
system of educato, PUrsued i poq, countnes is ypqp ttle varapon
one and the Sime  Thero Jou haye endowed Unn ersiyeg prvileged

l[me Frances “nghr 4C 5 /Pp ! Les ™owy k 829) 14d
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Thers too you have pansh schools unutd sh
prest and a press everywhere coerced by law swayed bnbed or
dlented by ascendant parties ot tyrannous authonity And here have
we not colleges with endowments stll held by the roval charters
which first bestowed them and colleges with lands and money granted
by Amencan legisl not for the of the Amencan
people but for that of their rulers for the chldren of pnvileged pro-
festions upon whom 15 thus entarled the privilege of their fathers and
that as certaimly 2s the son of a duke 15 born to a dukedom in England?
Here have we not also schools controlled bv the clergy nav have
e not all our pubhc institutions scientific hterary judical or
bumane ndden by the spint of orthodo y and invaded perverted
vitnted and d by opintau e d > And Fere have
¢ not a press paralyzed by fear dis raced by parts and ruled by
Ind tongued fanatiism or aspining and threatening sectanan ambi
fion? And more wy friends see enot in this nation of confederated
freemen as many distmctions of class as afflict the anstocractes of
Bt or the despotssm of the Russias and more distinctions of
sect than ever cursed 2ll the nations of Europe together from the
preaching of Peter the hermit to the trances of Madame hrudner or
the wuracles of Prince Hohenlohe?
Shfﬂcr:l:)t all ;h;se are singular anomalfies 1 a republic  Sparta when
b 5":;:111 ed" :lcmocracy commenced sith educit onal equality
hood at the u‘: nbaum:ial un on she cemented that unton in child
Wmmunha\;\‘:s ic beard 1n the gymnasium 1n the temple in the
Hor And s c‘mnin feelings common duties and common cond:
toms npne ixaum;x t\m ta ding all the errors mith  tich her mstitu
i gkt and all the vices which arose out of those errors

d sh
mn: e present for ges a wondrous sample of democratic union and
equently of national prospenty

" {\amovar Epveation e Reaepy)
t
™ ‘mthsen tswanted here? What Sp rta had a national edscation
ik, }::n: 0 Zans respects Sad ot o rurtonal equcarion
3 friends 1n government as 1n every branch of morals
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FRANCES WRIGHT
ON EXISTING EVILS AND THEIR REMEDY!

[AMERICA STILL CuULTURALLY EUROPEAN]

The result of my obseryation has been the comaction that the reform
commenced at the Revolution of 76 has been but httle improved
through the term of years which have succeeded that the national
policy of the country was then indeed changed but that its socul
economy has remained such as 1t was m the days of its European
va salage

In confirmation of this I will request you to ob ene that vour
religion 15 the same as that of monarchical Fngland taught from the
same books and promulgated and sustamed by similar means —viz
a salarsed priesthood set apart from the people sectaran churches i
whose property the peaple have no share and over whose use and
occupney the people have no control expensive nussions trea un
funds association and above all a compulsory power compounded
at once of accumulated wealth estabhshed custom extensive come
spondence and a system of education imbued with its pint and aft
pervaded by 1ts influence

Again 1n proof of the sumlanty between your mternal policy ard
that of monarchical England T will request you to observe that ber
faa tsvourlau  Every part and parcel of that absurd cruel ignorant

prehensible jumble styled the common law of
England — every part and parcel of 1t I'say not abrogated or altered
ewpressly by lemslative statutes which has been very rarely done —18
at this hour the law of revolutionized Amenica

Further 1 proof of the dentity of vour fabric of cval polity with
that of aristocratrcal England I will request sou to ob erve that the
system of education pursued 1n both countnesis 1 ith httle varuation
one and the same  There you have endowed unnersites prvileged

1ne

A{From Frances Wnght 4 Ce J Popul  Let (N w York 3829} pP
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There too you have pansh schovis utiu ¢ h
prest and & press everynhere coerced by law swayed bnbed or
slenced by ascendant parties or tyrannous authority And here have
wt ot colleges with endowments stull held by the roral charters
huch first bestowed them and colleges with lands and money granted
by Amencan legul not for the ad of the Amencan
people but for that of thewr rulers for the ehildren of prvileged pro-
fessons upon whom 1s thus entailed the privilege of therr fathers and
thstas certamly as the son of a duke 15 born to & dukedom n England?
Bue bave we not akso schools controlled bv the clergy nay have
we ot 2ll our public institutions scientific lterary Judial or
bumane ndden by the spint of orthodowv and 1nvaded penverted
ated and tormented by opmatne distinctions®  And here have
e not a press paralyzed by fear disgraced by party and ruled by
loud tongued fanaticism or aspiring and threatening sectanan ambs
ton® And more my {r ends see we not n this nation of conlederated
frremen as manv distinctions of class as affiict the anstocracies of
Botam or the despotism of the Russias and more distinctions of
sect than ever cursed all the nations of Europe together from the
Preachung of Peter the hermut to the trances of Madame hrudner or
the muracles of Prince Hohenlohe?
s}:“c‘:l) all these are singular anomalies 1n a republic  Sparta when
b :;::’:: :ier democracy commenced with educational equality
hood st the pu\:al!cnk::y:ﬂ un:;n she cemented that union 1n child
common bt comms § l{l e gymnasium in the temple in the
n And o on feelings common duties and common cond)
tons notwithstanding all the ervors + 1th which her mstitu
ere fraught and all the vices which arose out of thase errors

&
o :e Present for ages a wondrous sample of democratic umon and
quently of national prospenty

it PNatmovaL Epvcatios e Remepy)
ok Sen iswanted here? What Spartahad @ sstional ed reafion
¥ the p‘:l’h’; inmanv respects b d not o raf onal education
} fnends 1 government as in every branch of morals
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we have but too much mustaken words for truths and forms for
principles  To render men free 1t sufficeth not to proclaim ther
liberty to make them equal 1t sufficeth not to call them so  True
the Fourth of July 76 commenced a new era for our race True the
sun of promise then rose upon the world But let us not mustake for
the fulness of light what was but its harbinger Let us not concenve
that man i signing the declaration of his nghts secured therr pos-
sesston that having framed the theory he had not and hath not still
the practice to seek

Your fathers mndeed on the day from which dates your exstence
as a nation opened the gates of the temple of human hberty But
think not they entered nor that you have entered the sanctuary
They passed not nor have you passed even the threshold

Who speaks of liberty while the human mind 15 1n chams? Who of
equality wlile the thousands are 1n squalid wretchedness the millions
harassed with health-destroying labor the few aflicted with health-
destroying 1dleness and all tormented by health-destroying sohicatude?
Look abroad on the misery which 1s ganing on the land! Mark the
strife and the discord and the jealoustes the shoch of interests and
opinions the hatreds of sect the estrangements of class the pde of
wealth the debasement of poverty the helplessness of youth unpro-
tected of age uncomforted of industry unrewarded of gnorance
unenhghtened of vice unreclaimed of miserv unpitied of sichness
hunger and nakedness unsatisfied unalleviated and unheeded Gol
marh all the wrongs and the wretchedness with which the eye and the
ear and the heart are famihiar and then echo 1n triumph and celebrate
1n jubilee the insulting declaration all men are free and equal

[NaT1ovar Epucatiov or Coanron Scmoots)

This measure mv friends has been long present to my mnd 2s
befitting the adoption of the American people as alone calculated to
form an enlightened a wvirtuous and a happy commumity as alone
capable of supplying a remedy to the evils under which we groan as

alone « te with the of the human famuly and
consistent with the pohitical institutions of this great confederated
Republic

1 had oceaston formetly to observe 1n allusion to the efforts alread)
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mde and yet making 10 the cause of popular mstruction more of
h tn ¢ onnople has not been
w and inefficent
1 imtated by other
States mtil all not possessed of common echools blush for the popular
remussness But after all how can common schools under their best
form and 1n fullest supply effect even the purpose which they have
mview?

The obyect proposed by common schools — 1f 1 nghtly understand
\t—1s to impart to the whole population those means for the acquire
ment of knowledge which are 1n common use reading and wnting
To these are added anthmetic and occasionally perhaps some 1mper
fect lessons 1n the simpler saences  But Iwould ash supposing these
Ishtations should even be made to embrace all the branches of tel
Tectual knowledge and thus saence offered grats 1o all the children
oftheland how are the cluldren of the very class for whom we sup-
pose the schools mnstituted to be supphied with food and raiment or
mstructed 1n the trade necessary to thewr future subsistence while
they ase following these studies? How are they Iask to be fed and
tlothed when as all facts show the Jabor of the parents 15 often
msuffictent for thewr own and almost iy nade
qute to the provision of the family wthout the umted efforts of all
1 members? In your manufacturing districts vou have children
:::;:d for twelve hours a day and 1n the rapid and certain progress
p dw;mt:g system you will soon have them asn England worked
© and yet unable through the pertod of their miserable eustence

emampttance s fiicient to satisfy the cravings of hunger At this
i:;‘:;:l tme what leisure or what spint think you have the children
most (“"‘::g;\e widows of Philadelphia realizing according to the
dillrs er e esimate of your aty and county committee sixteen
nay th: c;ﬂnng for food and clothing what leisure or what pint
Yeopen to them find for visiting a school although the same should
the thidsey D!‘n rom sunnise to sunset? Or what leisure have usually

your most thnving mechanics after their strength 1s

suffica
ton ently developed to spin sew weave or wield a tool? It seems
€ 1y fnends that to buld schoolk

Uke bulding ch, iy h
o ensure lﬁeuﬁ?m}g‘e& youhave them you need some measure
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But as our time 1s short and my self somew hat fatigued by continued
exertions I must hasten to the rapd development of the svstem of
wstruction and protection which has occurred to me as capable and
alone capable of opening the door to umversal reform

In heu of all common schools high schools colleges <erunanes
houses of refuge or any other juvemle mstitution 1n truetional ot
protective 1 would suggest that the state legislatures be directed
(after laying off the whole 1n townships or hundreds) to organize at
swtable distances and in convenient and healthy situations establish
ments for the general reception of all the chuldren resident withw the
said school distnct  These establishments to be devoted severally
to children betseen a certan age  Say the first to infants between
two and four or two and six according to the density of the popula
tion and such other local circumstances as might render a greater or
less number of estabhishments necessary or practicable The net to
recene children from four to eight or six to twelve years  The next
from twelve to sixteen or to an older age if found deswrable Each

tablish to be furmshed with mstructors wn every branch of
knowledge intellectual and operative with all the apparatus land
and conveniences necessary for the best development of all knowledge
the same whether operative or mtellectusl bemng atways calculated
to the age and strength of the pupils

To obwate in the commencement every evil result possible from
the first mixture of a young population so varously rased in error o
neglect a due separation should be made 1n each establishment by
which mean those entenng with bad habits would be hept apart
from the others unti corrected  How rapidly reform may be effected

% -1 ~d nostion of childhood has been sufficiently proved
e

¢
- Wy

L New
ve

York Under their orthodox directors thase dsv u n
been conmerted mnto jails

It will be understood that n the proposed establishments the
children would pass from one to the other 1 regular succession and
that the parents who would necessant)y be resident i their close
neighborhood could visit the children at suitable hours but 1 no case
miterfere with or interrupt the rules of the institution

In the older establishments the well-directed and well protected
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labor of the pupil would 1n time suffice for and then exered their own
suppart when the surplus mght be devoted to the mantenance of
the infant establishments.

Tn the begmning and until all debt was deated off and 50 long as
the same should be found favorable to the promotion of these best

palladioms of a mation s happiness 3 Jouble tax mmght be at once
txped.entand pohitic

First 2 moderate tax per head for evern child tobe 1a:d upon U8
parents conjontly or dvided between them due attention beng
always pad to the varying strength of the 150 s¢X€S and to the undue
deprecation which now rests on female labor  The more effectually
1o correct the latter myustice as well as to consult the cony enience of
(ke dustrions classes generally this parental tat might be rendered
pavable erther 1n money of in Yabor produce of domestic manufac
taes and should be contimued for each chnld until the age when
yoventle labor should be found on the average cquivalent to the
tducationa) expenses which 1 have reason to believe would be at
twehe years.

“T:IS first tax on parents to embrace equally the whole population
ovever moderate it would inculeate a certant forethought 1 all

tke human family more espectly where1tis most wanted 1n young

personswh before they assumed the res]
ponsibility of parents ® ould
tstimate their fitness to meet 1t "

i

s s:(:olx;d {ax 1o be on property increasmg in percentage with the

i e 1ndi 1dual  In this manner I concene the nich would
¢ according to thewr riches to the zehef of the poor and to

upport { the state t bulwark hghtes
by rawsing up its bes by
(e y P ulwarh an enbightened

M:S::i;wl;o or connected mth such measures a registry should
o e bmlz' fe state wath offices through all the townstups where
sneshonidbe :v\ery child or within a certan time appointed the
tro yeas alg :‘\‘ ered together with the names oftts parents  When
5t tuton open ‘e pa;tma\ tax should be pavable and the juvemle
ol be uede :; the culd s reception {rom whach time forward 1t
t the protective care and guardianship of the state

while 1t need pe
ver b
TSpection of the p: . ; :maved from the daily weekly or frequent

Orphas
ns of course would find he e an open asylum  1f possessed



out of the same
In these Durseries of 4 free nation no Inequality must pe allowed
foenter Feq ata commop board clothed 1n 5 common garh untting
neatne s with simpheity ang conventence rajsed i the exercise of
common duties m the acquirement of the same Lnowledg: and pre
tice of the same industry, a
nAd -

¢ 7 v Uit same natyre 1 Ppursurt of

of that whych the mnd's eye hath spen alone 1nd which yt 15 for the
People of thys Jang to realize

In ths sketch My frends there Is nothing but what 45 practical
and practicaple nothing byt oy Jou yourseh es may contribute to
effect Let the Popular suffrage be exerased with 3 view 1o the popular
good  Let the industrioys classes and all honest men of all classes
unite for the sending to the legislatures those who wj represent the
real interest of the many o, the imagineq interests of the few of the
people at large not of any Profession o class

and dare al things for the correction of abuses and the effecting 1n
Pmate and 1n pyble n your owp minds through the minds of your
children friends and Ompanions apng above 3 through dour legis
lature a radial reform 1p aj) 3our measureg whether as CItizens or as

men'
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ELY MOORE
0¥ LABOR UNIONS!

£ HAVE ASSEMBLED on the present occasion for the purpose
W of publichy proclaiming the motives which induced us to
organuze a general union of the vanous trades and arts 1n
tusety and sts vicmts. as well as to defend the course and to vindi
ate the measures we dewn to pursue  This s required of us by 2
dut regard to the opintons of our fellow men
e concene 1t then to bea fruth enforced and lustrated by the
cancurrent testimony of lstory and daily observation that man 1s
dsposed to avail humself of the possessions and services of tus fellow
u3n wth ot rendenng an equi alent and to prefer claims to that
bch of nght belongs to another This may be considered a hard
suymg but we have only to turn our eyes my-ard and examine our
hes o dertoadmt to the full extent the truth of the proposition
it man by nature 15 selish and anstocratic  Selfdoe 15 consu
EUGnd with man and 15 displaved m every stage and m all the
zd\‘::‘:ts DI‘ e m youth and mn manhood mn prospenty and i
‘Slat‘e) d“m only discorers itself 1n the sinfes and contentions
nd “’: :: Lt:lpues but 1 the smallest fratermties 1n the factory
ft whm\'g: ;p :n the willage school and the family arcle In
nembers yoq ‘cll‘e y eusts ho ever small the number or rude the
d domm)x will find self love sumulating to a contest for power
fomben Z’; 'f'ﬂh s p evathing disposition of the human heart so far
tothe we%!a"co\( 10 1tself 15 one of the elements of life and essential
S anly pe muo“:mﬂ) The selfis) generate the social feelings It
D 555 s trge andm its tendency and operation therefore when 1t
e n s and 1y natural bounds and urges man to encroach upon
Ta rder to lmunmes of man
T mag gate the evils that ¢ er lo  from mordinate desite
UB g Sdbor el T od U
Andged)

ftheCty {Vewlork
tChapd Mndy D mber ’:

;3 NwY k83—

8



objects of the Genera] Trades Union Wealth we all know con
Stitutes the istocracy of thyg country  Happily po distinctions are

save what weanp and worth confer No legal
barriers are erected to progect exclusine Privileges or unmented rank
The Iaw of Primogen;yre forms nn =

and o
The g ledtens the stability of our

Gover ind the Iiberty of the People 1s ap undue accumulation
and distnbution of wealth Anir g, concene that real danger 15 to
be ann =« tithstanding ¢hay tendency to
of the character of our statutes

of wealth thap €an ever pe effected by statutory [ay
Unlike the Septennial e, €rsion of the Jews or the agranan law of
Rome the prnaple for  hyey, "¢ contend holgs out to indiidyals
for exertion and enterprige Weash then what better

means ean be des 1seq {orpmmounga more equal distribution of wealth
than for the Producing classes to datm ang by virtye of union and
CONCErt secure theyy daims 10 therr respectine Portions? ypq why
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dodld pot those who have the o1l have the en, joyment also? Orwhy
o 1 A wsfrom the brow of the laborer be converted
- ?

ome
mas

and

{hat mstry and degradation to the many wue it of
sucha state of soqety  And we regard 1t to be equally true that
proportion as the lne of distinction between the employer and em
Poyed s wdened the condution of the latter mevitably verges toward

astate of vassalage while that of the former as certawnly approxmmates

toward supremacy and that whatever system 15 aalarated to make
the many dependent upon or subject to the few not only tends to the
sibverson of the natural nghts of man but 13 hostile to the best
Ttm\s of the commumty as well as to the spint and gemus of our
Fully p ded that the foregomng T are ncon
trovertible we 1 order to guard against the encroachments of anstoc
no to preserve our natural and political nghts to elevate our
morala d mtellectus) condition to promote our pecumary nterests
';‘;B;:;v‘v the line of distinetion betw een the journeyman andemplover
— sh the honor and safety of our Tespecti € vocations upon a
i cure and permanent basis and to alleviate the distresses of
ot suffering from want of employme:

Tof nt have deemed 1t expedient
form ourselves intoa General Trades Union

at‘::zlbe asked how these desirable objects are to
o ;mon of trades? How the encroachme;
e :;p e are torbe arrested bv our plan? We
Mf; 1::“! to enjoy the full benefit of hus productions and thus
cualy mz'&:}x‘ms of wealth more generallv and consequently more
A :;; o:t all the rarmfications of society  Thus pownt con
e lae of mr:ce ed 1t must be 1t 1s not requisite we conceive that
gt ap & tsl;gatwn should be dropped  ery deep 1n order to
“Ktssan\;io‘;{ie glh proaf that the venty of our other positions
ohrcts ot m:V ut for the particular means by which the several
u tomtats merated a e to be attw ed we beg leave to refer to

There a t:ln and to our general plan of organization
g mu bless many individuals wh are resolved nght or
epresent our principles impeach our measures and

be achieved by
ats of anstocracy
ans er by enabling
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impugn our Motives Re 1t so They cap harm ys not  Let them 5
they Pplease draw the rengeful bow 1o the very double anq let iy ¢he
barbed Arrows the temper ang amplitude of he shield of the Union
We trust wyl pe found sy

that a]] 800d men “ho love the, country and rejorce 1y the
Improvement of the conditzon of their felloy, men wll acknonledge
the Policy of oyr VIews and the punity of oy motines  The residye

Which of

s avowed objects reprehensiblep What feayre of 1t opposed 1o the
Public goodp 1 defy the ngenuity of map ¢ Pomt to a single measyre
which 3¢ recogmzes thyy IS wrong 1 yegelp orn its tendency  \What
151t wrong for men to un;te for the Purpose of resisting the encroach

to 1ts Proper ang legitimate bounds and objectsp Wrong to oppose
monopoly ang mercenary, ambitionp Wrong to consult the nterests
and seel, the welfare of the Producing clagsesy Wrong to attemp
elevation of Our moral anq ntellectua] standing? Wrong to establish
the honor and safety of OUT respectsy e ‘ocations upon more secure
and Permaneng basis? ask —n the name of heayen 1 ask —can
1t be WTong for men to attempt the meltoration of their condstion and
the Preservation of their natypy) and pohca] nghts?

Tamaware that the charge of lega} combination 5 rased against
U5 The cry 15 56 senseless as gy stale ang unprofitable  Why I
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Tt1s further alleged that the General Trades Union s calculated to
excourage sirskes and furnouts  Now the truth ltes 1n the converse
O constitution sets forth that Each trade or art mav represent to
the Conveation through their delegates their gnevances who shall
ke cognzance thereof and decide upon the same  And further
that \otrade or art shall stroke for hugher wages than they at present
rteeve without the sanction of the Comveation  True af the Con
vtation ¢hall after due deliberation decide that the members of any
trade or a1t there represented are 2ggnieved and that their demands
tre warrantable then the Convention 1s pledged to sustain the mem
Yers of such trade or art to the uttermost  Hence employers will
discover that 1t 15 1dle altogether 1dle to prolong a contest with
Joumeymen when they are backed by the Convention  And journey
men wll percerve that i order to obtain assistance from the Conven
ton, in the event of a strike or turnout that their clums must be
founded in pustice and all thew measures be so taken as not to invade
the nghts or sacnfice the welfare of emplovers So far then from
tbe Unuon encouraging strikes ot turnouts 1t1s destined we conceive
toallay the jealousies and abate the aspenties which now unhappily
enst between employ ers and the employed

Weall know that whenever Journeymen stand out for lugher wages
the public are suSferers as well as the patties more immediately con
el The Trades Union we concene will have a tendency to
correct this ewal

Agn w s alleged that 1t 15 setting a dangerous precedent for
g‘:?’mﬂ! to combine for the purpose of coercing comphance with
qu;o“";" di';’mﬂ)' indeed be dangerous toanistocracy dangerous to
the puble mnml: to oppression but not to the general good or
Yended from g y Internal danger to a state is not to be appre
el ey Shmeral effort on the part of the people to improve and
d \ﬂlﬂxumn( tion but from an alhance of the crafty designing
welzre of thi ew ‘\\:&u tell us 1n this enlightened age that the
people '-"\tmsd::s ﬁm b; endangered bv a valuntary act of the
destruchony That th ‘!‘ e people will wantonly seel their own
tiree foupgh of o e safety of the state will be plotted agawst by
Fow poor aug mi:d rembers comprsing the state! O how worthless

Memben fll are all such arguments and objectionst

of the General Trades Umon  permut me at this time



Wilesand n

but who 7 Psecret enemyes You mi
know the v s s ap attempt ¢ €xcite your jealoys, agamst
certam ind,, duals wh, Peradventyre may stand somewhat conspye
uous among oy by nSmuations that these men haye ultenor designs
to accomplish that politica] ambition Jieg at the root of the whole

Iiberties apqg Tejorce ot beholdmg
The se Lof bong 8 ny yr brows
It badg upon yoy breastst
You wil} oy regard it 45 trmed nop irrelevant 1o ghe present
occasion my friends should | imuite your aitention for 5 moment to
the Important bennng which the useful areg have upon the 1r f
society  In order Oestimatey ..

B of cnalizagygn have
r boums path gy herever man s thys tuated e fing
1tm 1 creature of blind mpulse of Passion ap | ¢ instinct of grovel
ng hopes and of joy desires apg his wangs ke thoee of the bryte
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suppled only by the spontancous productions of nature his onlv
coverrg a scanty supply of hatr hus food the acorn and the loathsome
mseet the cavern hus dwelline the earth hus couch and the rock hus
plloxt The supenonty of man s condition therefore over that of
otber ammals 15 attributable solelv to the wnfluence of the mechanic
uis. Without therr aid the natwe powers of hus mind however
grat could never have been developed and the physical saiences
whuch be has been enabled to master 1n a state of avilization would
bave still been numbered among; the secrets of nature  What progress
forerample could be have made 1n the saence of astronomy without
theaidof the telescope? In chemistry without the retort and recenver?
In anatomy and surgery without the kmife and the tourniquet? In
ameiture without the hoe and the mattock the spade and the
Plough the scythe and the pruning hook?

Contra.t omilt.ed with sovage man  Compare for example the
Buunen of Southern Afica whose chiel supply of food consists of
‘::lﬂtusl and the ant or the Eskimos who feast and fatten upon
vrl: mt‘hmd seals blubber with the inhabitants of those countries
!Ml::ed ¢ wseful arts are known and cultinated and you wll be
ol m l?r;sumn(e more correctly thewr influence upon the s elfare
gaded ’sh: co;\dmon of the Eshimos although wretched and de
et they ph‘;: ;rlzb:e to that of the Bushman Physiologsts tell us

¢ compennt ls ructures and capacities are about the same
1oty h}: ; :he elevation therefore of the one 13 ascnbable directly
The Ehm: hz:b:‘s having been partially introduced among them
10 fchion 1 n taught to construct the boat to stning the bow
tearisand e Spﬂl: But the Bushmen are utterly 1gnorant of
B moral and pelloct, strangers to avil and imp
o ghthe s: tntellectual features therefore have been the same
ment 3o el “‘:“‘m ofagesand the lapse of centunes  Noimprove

. m\m:; o 10 their condition has taken place but through
degradedt generations sires and sons have hved and died alike

Vang,
M“R;;Pl:‘::n;}:hers bave attnbuted the d ferences which exist
i 1o e u::nuus causes  Hippocrates for example with

nns togt g ns and Strabo as respecting the Medes and
s gy or granted that clumate alone causes the distine

Sl
itudes whether physical or moral which characterize
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Varoys DPeople Ty, ancient by, Pothesis pa5 been ad n .
Extent py thousandg notr ¢k
e A

and g,  BUence was aseribable
the dyf \ Stnguishes g nation from, another  {yhyl,
Bayle with mych more Propriety ang truth attributed those differ
ences ¢o Politica) Interests ang nstitutions of State  Thyy chmate
and goy Crment every 8reat inflyence over the character and conduct
of man gpqg Create striling Nttiona) distinetions s admitted g5,

Ottomap dul} languiq and histless the Germap hardy, diligent and
contemplayry, o But however OPpostte ang distinetne the habuts and
brincipleg which the influepce of chmate and goy €rnment may Benerate
and hoyeyey those CAuses opergge upon the character apgq condition
of map Jet they affect pyg happmess and welfare but remotely and
Partiajly Indeed When Compareq with the nfluence exercised by the
mechanic aryg For althoygp men of differeny nations may pe opposed

and the saq > anucsuonabh Without the agency of the arts the
adventurer must hay e returneqd dnsappom!ci O penshed 1 the enter
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prse Place man wthout a kno ledge of the arts and their uses n
1 comtry with a ngd chimate a stubborn and ungrateful soif and
wut snation and death must be s destiny Mo country an be
desred or setled nor colony founded wthout the aid of the mechamc
ans First settlers therefore are as much dependent upen the useful
arts for thew subsistence comfort and welfare as are the plants of
b feld for their Wfe and growth upon the hght of the sun and the
dews of heavent

Twill no longer detain you on this part of my subject but in con
clusion will merely observe that the culture of the mechame arts are
ot only caleulated to ehat expand and nvigorate the inventive
ticiles of man to stren then his natural mmbeality snform hus
wtialienorance and ennch his natural poverts but aleo toadvance
hism s refine hismanners and elevate is character

My ebyeet 1 nviting you to 2 consideration of this subject at the
Present time s to impress upon your minds the importance of the
stuation which you 1n reality ought to occupy n socety  This you
semtoha-elost sght of n a ery great degree and {rom some
ﬂ;se orother have relinquished your claims to that consideration to

h as mechanics and as men vou are entitled  You have most
“hzfﬂﬂunatelv for yourselves and for the respectability of your voca
h td’li ‘:;:':(\; apparently unconscious of your own vorth and been
%0 subord?:;‘:: :al}u;gs as humble and inferior and your stations
woducer comed hr\ ife  And why? why 151t s0> Why should the
the mechas t; umself inferior to the consumer? Or why should
tanthe ’ner:r :c :)ullds ?a house consider humself less important
wiccountatle that ‘\:lpant lﬁll 1sstrange indee | and to me perfectly
bt comforts e ‘; ;n cer who prepares the accommodations
less consequtane the ishments of life should consider humself of
mnters n those to whose pleasure and convemence he

i
lm;::::.:?&d by someone of the olden time that A mans pre-
Ve u by b: slzndard by which the world judged of his ments
prekend. ul]d“ b:d by this standard my friends vour ments 1
Tom these  bservat, somewhat difficult to find Do not consider
dams that age notmns“hww" that I would urge you to put forth
Y03 3t ot engr well founded or make pretensions to that which
tled 1o Far from it I merel wish you to take a
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0se TN Inveny, discoy ey, caf Philosopp,
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he g, tof prmlmg has Perhapg Ontributeq more essentually ¢ the
welfare o, Mnkng Cemeny of seciety ang to the pro.
Motion 4y, Dffusion f polityeqy hy sica) and ethyeyy truths thay o
the arys beside It s 11 fact 5y art thay 15 pre.mz-aluw of all apyg
rever 1y o L an €ncourage, thy Ve improy ement
o[soc:et) s certy a ¢ Mmar, Mund se, € and up ba
Ut w he, hepr neyver shedtlsl ht or 2 Pensed ypg ntellectyy)
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that
needle iy to be fanhed o eCount of Mportance nEXt to the

pre e Mvigator IS ng Iongcr COMpejog to Lccp the €oast wighy,
view ip order ¢4 Steer p, S€ ang), b " seeks (pe middle of
the ocean wyp confiden, d secyp, \ S 1t req, 2 periog
of ten Je: m the 15 ILI\s«'s 1 e1s he 4 Yovage
from Thum ¢4 th land of aca op sh res of Ty, Nerther
the mod, Navigyy, “Quire 4 Nurus 44 did e Prous
Trojan of old ¢ Stand ap o, helm he starg of heayop
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He possesses 1 the compass 2 safer gude than either Orion or
Arcturus  But for the compass those geographical Limits which from
the dawn of creation had concealed one haif of the world {rom the
other had never been passed and Amenca perhaps at this moment
would have been & pathless world of woods made vocal by the ser
pentshuss the panther s scream and the mild man s ternfic yell and
perchiance here even on this consecrated spot where now stands the
temple of the hwing God the wild fox would have made hs den or
the red man his habitation!

‘The steam engsne next takes rank 1n point of importance  Its effects
on the condution of socety ate of incalculable ymportance In almost
every branch of the arts 3t 15 huiled as an aunlary Its apphcation
to nautscel purposes 1 of greater utihty and of deeper concernment to
the world than the world at present imagines  Itisan agent whose
power and mfluence will be most bencfiqully felt mn contnbuting
toward the preservation of the Amerncan Union by overcorming those
physical barners that have 1solated one section of our country from
the other By means of 1s power space 18 anmlated and the
whabitants from the extremes of the Unmion are now brought mte
frequent and friendly 1ntercourse  Let 1t be bome 1n mind however
that neither the printing press nor the mariners compass nor the
steam engine could hav e been produced without the aid of the common
mechame, The torl and skill of the artificers 1 wood and sron and
steel were requisite to their completion The square and the compass

the axe and the
plane the hammer and the anuil wereall ndus L)1
to therr product on P

wS:‘::ntmn the government under which we Inve being unfavorable
mmm“:‘m;as artists and mechanics 1t 15 1n every respect most
tual pomers of ete never was a land under heaven where the intellec
1 00t o :“ man had so fine a field and such fair play as they have
7ot ormand to“ll:"y and 1n our own times If our march therefore 15
Tllyon meaouor competency and fame the frultis all our own
e v e e i that o
toolate to enter lhl lt you have no time for improvement? that 1t 1s
be content to I e1sts for distinction? and that you must therefore
g5 of the o e and die 1n obscunty? Such are the common apolo-
mdolent the spinitless and the dissolute  Let no such



selves o Your Callings 1 would haye 30U remembey howerer that
when 5 man sinks 1 his own €Stimation pe 15 sure to i), also in the

the services of al}
commop bene!actors are yastly Underrateq Tt 1s nog my mntention

Philosophy

which 1 concerve tg pe of the greatest mportance to he world
he ary of Printing hag erhaps contributed more essentially to the

struck from €ustence yyyp, 1ts rich treasures of
ere long would he merged i nght ang barbansrn
he myvention of the Martner ¢ ompass o rather the discovery of
that mysec and mcomprehensnblc law which gives polanty 45 the
needle claymg to be fanked o account of gy Importance next to the

the ocean with onfidence 4y, ul
of ten years as 1 the day s of Ul sses and Aenegg ) make 5 Vovage

from Ihum o the island of Ithaca o 4, the shores of Italy  \eyper
does the modern navigator Tequire Palinypyg 18 did the Prous
Trojan of old to stand 5, the helm and obsep o the stars of heaven
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ORESTES AUGUSTUS BROWNSON
THE LABORING CLASSES!
[TRE CIARTIST AfOVEMENT]

Tm: sepyect of the ittle work before us 1s one of the weightiest
which can engage the attention of the statesman or the philan
thropist It 15 wndeed here discussed only m relation to the

okm chasses of England but it reality involues the condition of
the working classes througtout the world —a great subject and one
tever yet worthily treated  Chartism properly speaking 1s o Tocal
of temporary phenomenen  Its germ may be found in every nation
mChnstendom indeed wherever man hasapprouimated a state of anil
1nton wherever there 13 mequality in socal condition and 1 the
distribution of the products of industry And where does not this
Lequilty obtain? Where 15 the spot on earth in v hich the actual
producer of wealth 1 mot one of the lower class shut out from what
e Tooked upon as the mawn advantages of the social state?

Mr Carlyle though he guves us fen facts yet shows us that the
condition of the work

1n England 1s deplorable and evers day
m:ik“(mh It has already become intolerable and bence the
i of the Charusts  Chartism 15 the protest of the worhing
Brneh :@\nn the injustice of the present social orgamzation of the
ey mnmm\:m) and a loud demand for a new orgamzation which
T 1:;:( the nghts and well being of the laborer

ek, h:m;n;s of the Chartists have excited considerable alarm
o h\muzgm r classes of English soctety and some hope m the friends
wihany dye;smong ourselves e do not fecl competent to speak
o v ollxdon the extent or importance of these movements
and de mmc;;l reach the Chartists we would bid them be bold
hes e un\\e would bid them persevere even unto death for

15 that of justice and1n fi hting for 1t the will be fighting

{F m The Lo
£Cl wew fThom € I
M B © QuimlyRa f S T Y

Chat m ngnally
85 (B to 84 )—Abndged]
3
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Dretexts therefore pe made by, members of the trades unyop Would

Youhave y oy ambition fireq Your hopeg elevated or Your resolution

Strengthened by glorions €2mple? Thep contemplate for o moment

the history of those Mustrioys men whose Names stand g5 landmarks
m

Man printer © ULs own efforys, Roger
Sherman oy v e most extraordinary, men in the E¥traordinary age
n which he lived ang William Gifford the Immortal aythor of the
Baviad apq Maeviag were both shoemalerg George Walton the
dxstmguxsbed Patriot ang Junist of Georga acquired hyg education by
torchhight during the term of hus apy

n

era' knox
ton) a ply =\ 0ue past for examples
Our dxsung Y lWWnsmap Frazee Basa commop Stonemason  Ag

excuse why yoq should noy Prosper ang flounsh bogh as a body and
as mdividualg You Lnoy, IOUr rights ang consequently feo} Your
strength It mortification ang defeat shoylg attend you blame pot
Jour fellowmen the cause vy be foungd ®ithin yoursely og Nesther
berst No Land of Genus

Land of Refuge Lang of the Braye and Freet thy sons haye no cause



ORESTES AUGUSTUS BROWNSON 303

them than the nobility ever were or ever can be  This was seen 1n
thecod ct of Englan ] towards the French Revolution  So long as
tt Revolution was 1n the han Is of the middle class and threatened
nerely tahumble monarchyand noblits the Engli hnationapplau ledd
# batas soon as it des ended to the mass of people and promsed to
tenate the labaring classes so soon 18 the starving 1 orkman began
toflatter himself that there was to be  revolution far him too as well
wfor bus employer the Enghsh nation armed nself an 1 poured out
tsblood and treasure to suppress it Eservbody knows that Great
Bntan buasting of her freedom and of her love of freedom 1 as the
B and soul of the o to the Frenck Revolution and on her
bexd almost alone should fall the curses of humanity for the sad
Eiure of that glonious upnsing of the people i behalf of thewr impre
scptible and inalienable nights Y et 1t was not the English monarchy
tot the Englsh nobuhity that was alone 1n fault Monarchy and
I;E)nvw uld have been powerless had they not ha { vath th

em the
, -1

:;":Séiln btsand well bewng of the workingman and her strength
ow m‘l‘:y Cd!;sxsled n the strength and eff aiency of this class

1 pm:rxu ,l;edas which was strong enough to deleat nearlv
ey e gu nefit of the French Revolution 15 the natural
et heg, (;“Sls It will umte with the monarchy and not ility
O’dsparioa?h spare neither blood nor treasure to defeat them
thibemdgle C; e poar Chartists anses from the number and power
Nt hodd ass ’l“; edread f r them nesther monarchy nor nobility

unlngs ;’th eir only real enemy 15 1n the emp! yer Inall
coplayer ‘h!lhe: :ﬂm The only enemy of the laborer 18 your
Dbt omner a4y }:Peanng wn the shape of the master mechanic or
© ¥ age gy Ch‘“’) A Duke of W ellington 13 much more likely
e byge, may beﬂg ts of labor than an Abbot LasTence although
vy o i d: \;ry kand hearted man and liberal citizen as we
W0 thag g !; s Maga tne more true to the wnterests of the
Rt e, ¢ Edinbu gh Re1ew or e en the London and



[Mippry Crass ENexes op THE W orKERs]
There 1s no Country 1n Europe 1n which the condrtion of the Iaboring
classes seems to us so hopeless a5 in that of England  Tps 15 not
OWINg to the facy that the anstocracy is fogg enlightened more power
ful or more oppresgyy o in England than elsew here
laborer does not find hyg worst enemy 1 the nobility but i the md
dhing class The middje class 1s mych more numerous and powerful

MOBS IS we suppgse chuefly owng 1 dact
The nuddle class 15 always a firm champion of equality when gt

concerns humbhng 1 class aboye 1t but gt 15 g Inveterate foe when

it concerns elev:mng a class beloy, it M:m[u”) have the Brtsh

throughout Europe
But this class has done nothing for (he laboring Population the reaf
proletarss It has humbled the anstocracy gt pag rused jself g0

1t call atself Whig or Radiea} From yts near relation 1o the working
men its hindred pursys with them o 1S altogether more hostile 1o
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them than the nobility ever were or ever can be This was seen |
the conduct of England to vards the French Revolution  So long as
{3t Revolution was 1n the hands of the mildle class an 1 threatened
eyt humble monarchy and n Lalits the Fagle hnationapplauded
1t butas soon as 1t descended to the mass of people and promased to
envate the laboring classes <o soon as the staning orhman began
tofatter humself that there s tobe  revolution { rhum tooas well
asfor hus employer the Erghsh nation aemed atself an | poured out
#stlood and treasure to suppress it Enerybody hnows that Great
Bata boasting of her freedom an | of her love of freedom was the
Lie and soul of the opposttion to the French Revolution and on her
tead almost alone should fall the curses of humanity for the sad
falure of that glonious upnsing of the people 1n behalf of thewr impre

srptibleand mabienable nghts Y etat was not the T'nglish monarchy
”‘1“"! English nobility that was alone m fault  Monarchy and
‘:‘fm}‘ would h:\\: been powerless had they not hal with them the

- - AN Woen )

:ﬁ‘té;h;:&t’: and e;ell being of the workingman and her strength
Now ths m d:ilSl In the strength and efficiency of this class

e pncul : ;edass shich was str ng enough to defeat nearls
ey of lhegm neft of the French Revolution 1s the natural
st theny an;\ls's Tt will umte with the monarchy and not hity
Ou g for th spare neither blood nor treasure to defeat them
dbemddes] e poor Chartists anses from the number and power
Mot Sould the s ;;: dread for them neither monarchy nor nobility

P )\he err only real enemy 15 1n the employer Inall
ployer whether :’*m' The only enemy of the laborer 1s your
muthe owner of 3 g X"paanng 1n the shape of the master mechame or
L vindicate the n€h°") A Duke of Wellington 15 much more 1 hely
the latte way be ghts of Tabor than an Abbot Lawrence although
 ays fing Blad: very kind hearted man and hiberal aitizen as we
20 than we ¢ ”‘:’f Maga 1ne more true to the interests of the
e tm gy the Ed nbu gh Reew or ¢ en the London and
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{WEARNESS oF CARLYIE S RECOMMENDATIONS]

Mr Carlyle contrary to hus vont sm the pamphlet we have namad
commends two projects for the » ¢
finds ath ~
tion
but wi L1t that sovereiga remedy
forthee o tuesooal state as 1t 1s wiuch some of our friends do or
say they do  We have httle faith i the power of education to elevate
a people compelled to labor from tnelve to sixteen hours a day and
to experntence for no mean portion of the time a pauaty of even the
necessanes of bfe let alone its comforts  Give your starving boy 2
breakfast before vou send lim to schoo! and your tattered beggar 2
cloak before you attempt his moral and mtellectual elevation A
swarm of naked and starving urchins crowded 1nto a schoolroom will
make little proficiency mn the Humanities  Indeed it seemstous
most bitter mockery for the welf dressed and well fed to send the
schoolmaster a1 d priest to the wretched hovels of squalid poverty 2
mochery at which devals may laugh but over which angels must weep
Educate the working tlasses of England and what then? Will they
requure less food 1nd less clothing when educated than they do now?
Wil they be more contented or more happy t their condihion? For
God s sake beware how you kindle withun them the mtellectual spark
and mahe them aware that they too are men wath powers of thought
and feelng which ally them by the bonds of brotherhood to thetr
betters M you will doom them to the external condition of beutes
do 1n common chanty heep their minds and hearts brutish  Render
them as wmsensible as possible that they may feel the less acutely
their degradation and see the less clearly the monstrous injustice
whuch 1s done them

General emigration can at best afford only a temporary rehef for
the colon) will soon become an empire and reproduce all the wmjustice
and wretchedness of the mother countsy  Nor 15 general emigration
necessary  England f she would be just could support a larger
population than she now numbers  The eval 1s not from overpopula
tion but from the unequal repartition of the frusts of ndustry  She
suffers from overproduction and {rom oserproduction because her
workmen produce not for themseh es but for their employers  What
then 15 the remedy? As 1t concerns England we shall leave the

|
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Er b statesman toanswer Beat whatitmay it sillnotbe obtaned
mibout war and bloodshed It wall be found only at the end of one
of the Jongest and severest struggles the human race has ever been
azgedm only by that most dreaded of all wars the war of the poor
2gungt the nch 2 war which howener long 1t may be delayed wll
tome 2nd come with all ats horrors The day of vengeance 1s sure
for the world after all 15 under the dominion of a just Providence

[Tre Cowmng Crists OF Carrzansy]

o one can observe the signs of the times with much are with
ot percerving that a crisis as to the relation of wealth and labor 15
approaching It 15 useless to shut our eyes to the fact and lhike the
estnch fancy ourselves secure because we have so concealed our heads
tbat we ses ot the danger  We or our children will have to meet this
tnss, The old war between the hung and the Barons 1s well nigh
eded, and 50 15 that between the Barons and the Merchints and
Manufacturers landed capital and commercial capital - The business-
an bas become the peer of my Lord  And now commences the new
siruggle between the operative and his employer between wealth
ad libor  Every day does this struggle extend further and wax
stronger and fiercer what or when the end will be God only knows

In this comng contest there 15 a deeper question at 1ssue than s
“mmonly 1magned a question which 1s but remotely touched
)c:"zl! controversies about Umited States banks and sub-treasunes
lhh::“\? :ﬂnkmg and free banking free trade and corporations
w “Kehtase controversies may be paving the way for it to come

ve discovered no presentiment of 1t in any king s or queen s
m{mr many President s message It 1s embraced 1n no popular
o u;ed of the day whether chnstened Whig or Tory Juste
tohme myﬂ';lmuci No popular Senator or deputy or peer seems
s b gl ::m;: of it butit1s working 1n the hearts of the million
!htmd:“mi, s“ ;ﬁ itself and one day 1t will be uttered and mn
found ready 1y ell wll 1t be for lam who on that day shali be
What wY nswer 1t,

e : ;' u‘.“d ask 13 throughout the Chnstuan world the actual
the ¢ Laboring clases viewed s mply and exclusnvely in
apaty of laborers? The

W race| We eu ey constitute at least a motety of the

ude the nobility we exclude also the middle



mon cause 34, them

O% We will noy 50 belte opp ACqQuamtance with pohtiea economy
4s to allege that these alone Perform o that 5 necessary o the pro-
duction of y, ealth v, 1€ 10t 1gnory g of the facy that the merchant
who 5 hlerall} the common carnier ang €xchange dealer Derforms

the sense Benow y o the term are wealthy It may pe Iad down ag

the whole

n every ¢ tue system which pre
vails and fesult The o hole class of simple laborers are
Poor and 1 general unaple o procyre any thing bevond the bare
necessaries of hie

In regard to labor tywo S} stems obtaiy one that of slave labe the
other that of free labor Of the tyo the tirsy 4 I ur Judgmeny
€YCept 50 far as the feelngs are ¢ ncerpeq dect Jeg), the lease
sne If the slaye hag never been g freq PN we thin) e 2 general
rule his sufferings are less than those of the free laborer 5¢ Wages  gg
to actual freedom, one has yug about a5 Much as (e other  The
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Bborer at wages has all the disadvantages of freedom and none of 1ts
Yessngs while the slave 1f demed the blesngs 18 freed from the
dsdanta,es Ve are no advocates of slavery we3re as heartily
prosed to ik as any ‘modern abolitionist can be but we say frankh
\at f there must always be a laboning population listnct from pro-
pre orsand employers we regard the slave system s deadedly prel
erble to the system at wages It1sno pleasant thing to g0 days
wibout food to 1 € dle for weeks seehing ork and finding none to
e the moming wath a wafe and children you love and Lnow not
bere to procure them a breahfast and to <ce constantly before you
bobrighter prospect than the almshouse et theseareno unfrequent
sadents 1n the Ines of our laboring population  Evenin seasons of
gruensd prospenty when there was only the ordinary ery of hard
“\5:3 %t have scen hundred of people 1n a not very populous
b ¢ m 2 wealthy portion of our common country suffenng for
:m of the necessanies of ife willing to s ork and yet finding no
“;‘rk“" d°‘ Mazny and many 15 the apphcation of a poor man for
b L‘l:\:L"hyz 50; fus food we have seen rejected  These things are
s sogu le for the apphicants are poor they fill no conspicuous
oncled 1; )“ and they have no rographers  But their wrongs are
Thire o belnm Tt 15 smd there 15 no want in this country
Sllmm-z'm ‘hcss than 1n some other countnies  But death by actual
The suferm lS{COun\ry 15 we appleh:nd 110 UNCOMMON OCCUTTENCE
oo mESC: a‘qmet unassuming but useful class of ferales
dhouse uge n*: Scr‘npslxesses 100 proud to beg or to apply to the
ey cam find 10 d:ﬂ;& ty Knld.h They are industnious they do all that
nsele pitzace the yet the httle there 1s for them to do and the
i bndy together K r;cewe for 1t 1s hardly sufficient to keep soul
make st trousers :1\ )eldlherc 15 a man who employs them to
of 6 espectable o c. and grows nch on their labors He 15 one
s beral donations ;zms perhaps 1s praised 1n the newspapers for
28 2 pattern of n:):‘n;e chantable mstitution  He passes among
42d why should he ot k‘ny and 1s honored as a worthy Christian
 of such 25 he and s since our Ch 15t an commumity is made
Pty et they shoold ce our clergy would not dare question s
standing and thewr m‘ac‘"?ﬁ\: reproach of infidelity and lose therr
*uated fauoned :” Nav since our clergy are raised up
and sustawned by such as he? Nota few of our



308 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACRSONIAN DEMOCRACY
churches rest on Mammon for their foundation The basement 1
trader s shop

We pass through our manufacturing willages most of them appea
neat and flourishing  The operatives are well dressed and =
told wellpmd They ares 4 v
T
A o we as physial Of ¢h
<o ¢ attves few 2fany by ther nages acquire a competence
A few of nhat Carlyle terms not maptly the body servants an
well paid and now and then an agent or an overseer rides in hx
coach But the great mass wear ont ther health spints and moral
without becorming one whit better off than when they commenced
Isbor  The bills of mortahity 1n these factors villages are not stribiag
we admit for the poor girls when they can toif no longer go home to
die The average hfe — worhing life we mean —of the guls that
come to Lowell? for mstance from Mame New Hampshre and
Vermont we have been assured 15 only about three years What
becomes of them then? Few of them ever marry fewer st} ever
return to their native places with reputations ummpaired  She has
worhed mn a factory  1s almost enough to damn to nfamy the most
worthy and virtuous gl We know no sadder sight on earth than
ane of our factory villages presents shen the bell at break of day ot
at the hour of breakfast or dinner calls out 1ts hundreds or thousands
of operatives  Wie stand and look at these hard working men and
women hurrying 1 alt directions and ask ourselves where go the pro-
ceeds of their labors? The man who employs them and for whom
they are torling as so many slaves s one of our city nababs revelng
m luxury or he 1s 2 member of our Jegislature enacting laws to put
money 1 hus own pochet or he 1s a member of Congress contending
for o hugh tanff to tax the por for the benefit of the nch or in thest
times he 1s shedding crocodile tears over the deplorable candition of
the poor laborer while be docks his wages tnenty fne per cest
building muntature Jog cabins shouting Harnson and  hard ader
And this man too would famn pass for 1 Chnsnap and 3 republican
He shouts for iberts stickles for equality an i1s horrihied 1ta Southern
planter who keeps slaves

fLowell Mass waton {th ealy milt wmy the d Ypmint § whxb
signalized th end fJeflersons dyll agrananp ture of tbe United States }
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e thng 15 certan that of the amount actually produced by the

t sperative be retains a less proportion than 1t costs the master to

fed, dothe and lodge hus slave  Wages 1s a cunning device of the

deil for the benefit of tender consciences who would retam all the

hantages of the slane system without the expense trouble and
ofium of bewng slav eholders

The save ystem however i name and form 18 gradually dis
appesrng from Chnstendom 1t will not subsist much longer  But
15D ce1s taken by the system of labor at wages and this system

¢hold 15 no mprorement upon the one 1t supplants  Nevertheless
e sstem of wages will tnumph It 15 the svstem which in name
$aunds bonester than slavery and 1n substance 1s more profitable to
Semsster 1t yrelds the wages of iniquity without its opprobrium
Twll therefore supplant slasery and be sustained for a time
msﬂ" what 15 the prospect of those who fall under the operation of
a Hstem? Weask 1s there a reasonable chance that any consider
m{mn;cn of the present generation of laborers shall ever become
ma: of lb:;ugfﬁuem portion of the funds of production to be able to
et hl»es bv laboring on their own capital — that 15 as
P !hm borers® We need not ask this question for everybody
g mn!; 15n t. Well 15 the condition of a L borer at wages the
et ? ; great mass of the working people ought to be able to
¥y g H;a :‘ﬂndmon —nay cn it be madea condition ~— with
b and dx:?‘ sh uld be sauisfied 1n which he should be contented to

In

e ::;t:::n “:1““'-"}' this condition has existed under ats most favor
il the !xullz bas been made as good as 1t can be It has reached
but gromm, w“ of which 11 35 susceptible It 1s now not tmproving
Reved yy f“ “‘:’5‘; The actoal condition of the workingman today
¥ha % ng ey a‘l;mgs 18 not 50 good as 1t was fifty yearsago If
iy babyrs ovether mimformed fifty years ago health and
ot any map Cozsumtcd no mean stock 1n trade and with them
L5000} g“’mé’r; aspire t competence and independence  But
453 € beyond the ¢ wilderness has receded and already the new
3t s ey ;lm-h of the rrere laborer and the employer has
4 the present relation subsist we see nothing
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better for him 1 Teserve thap what he noy Possesses byt Somethmg
altogether orse

laborer , to relize )

act

Go v oue and those of another
In I Dusiness i ¢, Smaneipate the Proletancs as the

ters and seel to reform without dleurbmg the socia} arrangements
which render reform p, 1 They vwould change the consequents
without changing the antecedents Secure to mep the rewargs of holy
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e while they contnue thewr alleguanc® to the JtS\ We have no
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{hat 100 WEER

ere 15 1O peace and @B e
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better for him g reserve thap what he noy Dossesses by Something
altogether worse

oWn shop Here 15 our wor} How 35 ¢ to be done
Reformers Beneral angy, e, this question or what they deem ys
Squvalent 4, , manner w hyep, “e cannot by regard as very ynsatys-
factory They yoy1q have ap men wise good and happy byt 1a
they tel) us that

and seeking 1o disturs, eusting socpy) arrangements o should confine
ourselves to the individyg) Teason ap g €onscience sop), merely to Jead
the mdnadyy) to repentance and to reformation of bfe make the
mdiadual 5 Practical 3 gy, religious map and all evils wyl] esther
disappear or be sanctified 1o the SPintual groy gp of the soy}

which render reform p, Ty They would change the consequents
without cbangmg the antecedents secure to mep, the renards of poy,
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[PRIESTHOOD AND PROGRESS]

Mankind came out of the savage state by means of the pnests
Prests are the first civilizers of the race  For the wald freedom of
the savage they substitute the won despotism of the theocrat Ths
1s the first st ~ -
strange then
Whowouldne . tuam tne torest with a free step and unshaclied
himb though exposed to hunger cold and nakedness than crouch an
abject slave beneath the whip of the master? As yet enilization has
done hittle but breal and subdue man s natural love of freedom but
tame his wild and eagle spinit  In what a world does man cven now
find himself when he first anakes and feels some of the workings of
Iis manly nature? Heism a cold damp darh dungeon and loaded
all over with chamns with the iron entening mto his very soul He
cannot make one single free movement The priest holds his con
science fashion controls s tastes and societs with her forces mvades
the very sanctuary of his heart and takes command of his love that
which 15 purest and best 1n his nature wiich alone gives reality tohus
existence and from which proceeds the only ray which prerces the
gloom of s prison house  Even that he cannot enjoy in pesce and
quietness nor scarcely at all  He 1s wounded on every sule 1n every
part of his being 1n every relation m hfe 1n every wea of hus mied
n every sentiment of hus heart  Q 1t 1s a sad world a sad world to
the young soul just awakening to its dnaner nstincts! A sad world
to hun who 1s not gifted with the only blessing which seems compatible
with life as it 1s absolute insensibility  But no matter A wise man
never murmurs  He never hicks agamnst the pricks  What 1515 and
there 1s an end of 1t what can be may be and we will do what we can
to make hfe what 1t ought to be Though man s first step 1 covilt
zation 1 slavery hus last step shall be freedom  The free soul can
never be wholly subdued the ethereal fire n man s nature may be
smothered but 1t cannot be extinguished Down down deep 1n the
center of is heart 1t burns mextmguishable and forever glowing
intenser with the accumulating heat of centunes and one day the
whole mass of Humamity shall become sgrited and be full of fire withn
and al} over as a ine coal and then slavery and s hatever 1s foregn
ta the soul 1tself shall be consumed

But having traced the mequality we complan of to its onigin we
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remotest degree partakes of the priest A priest 1s one who stands as
a sort of mediator between God and man but we have one medutor
Jesus Christ who gave himself a ransom for all and that 1s epough
It mav be supposed that we Protestants have no priests but for our
selves we hnow no fundamental difference between a Cathohe pnest
and a Protestant clergyman as we know no difference of anv magm
tude 1n relation to the pnnciples on which they are based between
2 Protestant church and the Catholic church  Both are based on the
prinaiple of authonty both deny 1n fact however:t may benmanner
the authority of reason and war against freedom of mind both substi
tute dead works for true nghteousness a vain show for the reahty
of piety and are sustamed as the means of reconaling us to God
without requining us to become godihe  Both therefore ought to go
by the board

We may offend 1n what we say but we cannot help that  We
nsist upon 1t that the complete and final destruction of the priestly
order 1n every practical sense of the word priest 1s the first step
to be taken tawards elevating the laborng classes Priests ate i
their capacity of priests necessantly enemies to freedom and equality
All reasoning demonstrates this and all hustory proves it There
must be no class of men set apart and authonzed esther by law or
fashion te speal. to us 1n the name of God or to be the mterpreters of
the word of God The word of God never drops from the priest s ips.
He who redeemed man did not spring from the priestly class for it 1s
evident that our Lord sprang out of Judea of which tribe Moses spake
nothing concerning the priesthoed  Who 1n fact were the authors of
the Bible the book which Chnistendom professes to recerve as the
word of God? The priests? Nay they were the inveterate foes of
the priests  No man ever berated the piests more soundly than did
Jerermah and Ezehtel  And who were they who heard fesus the most
gladly? The priests? The chuef priests were at the head of those
who demanded hus crucrfixion  In every age the priests the authonized
teachers of rehgion are the first to oppose the true prophet of God
and to condemn s prophectes as blasphermies  They are always &
let and a hindrance to the spread of truth  Why then retamn them?
Why not abolish the prestly office? Why continue to sustain what
the whole history of man condemns as the greatest of all abstacles to
intellectual and social progress
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effect those changes mn social arrangements which shall secure 1o a
men the equaly 3y of position and condition which it s already acknow
edged they possess in relation to theyr nghts  But let 1t be the geaun

Ping away for the want of the refinements and even the necessanes
of hie

[REFORM BY Lrcistarive L ACTMENT]

Having by breahing down the Power of the priesthood and the
Chnstiamity of the priests obtained an open field and frecdom for
our operations and by preaching the trye Gospel of Jesus directed
nds to the great social reform needed and quickened 1n all souls

the moral power to Iy e for 1t or to die for 1t our next resort must be
to government to legislative chactments  Government 15 instituted
to be the agent of society or more properly the organ through which
society may perform its legiimate functions It 1s not the master of
society ats business 1s not 1o control socicty but 1o be the organ
through which society effects 1ts wy)) Society has never to petitton
governmen  government 1s its servant and subject to 1s commands
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Now the evtls of which we have complaned are of 8 socual nature
Thats they have their rootn the constitutian of socety as stis and
they ba e attamed to their present growth by means of sooal infle
eces the action of government of faws and of systems and instity
‘tons upheld by sowsety and of which ndividuals are the slaves This
beng the case 1t 15 evadent that they are to be removed only by the
ation of society thatis by government for the action of soqety 18
i ¢ must be an undawng

wellas govern
went of the wrong band - stwewantisa
sall further hrtation of wtsell It must begin LY arcumsenbing
sihin natrower hmits s powers  And then 1t must proceed to repesl
llawswhich bear agatnst the labonng classes and then to enact such
Y sa5 are necessary to enable them 1o mawlain (heir equality Ve
ke o faith 1n thase systems of elevauing the orking classes which
propose to ele -ate them without calling m the aid of government
Wemusth \ pressly directed to this end

oy erompent and )

{Breax THE POWER OF THE Bangs}

But agan what legistation do we want 50 far as this country 13
oncerned? We want first the leg stat n which shall iree the Govern
e t whether State or Federal from the control of the banks  The
banks sep esent the interest of the employer and therefore of necessity
ierests ad erse to those § the employed thatis they represent the
terests of the busness commumty 1 opposiion to the laboring
Commumty Solon s the Government rematns under the controt

fthebanks s Jo gat mou t bewn the hands { the natural enemies of
the laboring classes and may be made n y will be made an wmstru
ment of depressing them yet 1 we It 1s obvious then that if our
Shject be the €] vatt n | the laboning classes we must destroy the
0 et fthe banks over the G ernment and place the Government
10 the hands of the Jaboring classes themselves or in the hands of those
Wsuchthe ebe v b bhave andentity of mterest with them  But this.
annotbe d nesol ngasthe bankseust Suchis the subtle influence
of credat and such the power £ cap tal that a baaking system hke
Z‘fﬁi\e“t d ey dy and becomes the real and
nt g vernm Dt e country  We have been strugghing for
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ten years in thys country against the Power of the banks struggling
to free merely the Federal Government from ther grasp but wyth
hu)mlmxmg success At th o

not indeed 1n our mind |

countrymen  The partis, 4IRS count on certain victos
The banks discount freely to builg log cabins 1o purcha ¢ hard
ader  and to defray the expense of manufactunng enthusiasm fora
cause which 1s at wapr with the mterests of the people That they mil
succeed we do not for one moment believe by that they could man

to his country apq especially to the laborer No matter who he 15
n what barty he 1s found o what name he bears heis m our Judg
ment no true democrqy as he can be no trye Chnstuan

[RestricT Isueritance o Prorerty)

Follonmg the destruction of the banks must come that of all
monopolies of af) privilege  There are many of these We cannot
speaify them all we therefore seloct only one the greatest of them
all the privilege which some have of being bom rich while others
are born poor It will be seen at once that we allude to the hereditan
descent of property an anomaly 1 oy Amenican system which must
be removed or the System atself wil] pe destroyed  We cannot now
80 1nto a discussion of thys subject but we Promise to resume 1t at
our earliest opportunity W only say now thay s we have abolished
hereditan monarchy and hcredmr_y nobility we must complete the
worh by abolishing hereditary Property A man shall have all he
honestly acquires so long as he himself belongs 1o the world n which
he acquires it But his poner over his properts must cease with hys



ORESTES u:c.csms pRO® g™ "9

e s 498 \:m\m\) st theR Hecome the vmpct\) of the guate 1
of by o™ uee oF the ¢

equt A nerali
b waheshs? lere s the pm\:\‘\\ without any s detals
m\\h\s\s\h s slav € measy Tch W€ TN orwar }

cote 70 f ele N NE the 1aboning whieh ! C
(k withow! 1 ihs measure 42 aily a1 Not
bl Bt W 1 mfnitely ore b tsh eahet heredt
\an o3ty i bty nuad t and
sarlng y the bust es5 communit \Y o\\m\:n\)
consent to W od we W Lnow 1O much twmwan © rure 10
eheve that 1t wile € ected P o M be effected oF
y the strond of ph fre 1MW 1 come \ ey come 2t
A only b he conclusion © war B 1yeof® ach the ® 4 8s y<t
Tos never S 18 e et W msy
s;m A § xdosophy e § Humant ols w1tb

o

weaten t readv | s su! ore 19 much previovs
ok tobed 18 - should be h L brngt pefore the oS~
Ytwe  The UE nowener ome {rec and quil discuss on
1 roust be & the pubi € and soaiety P for
acung on 1t oubt they. bt and €51 1 they who
spport ¢ il expenenc® 2 ce of coMY! ely and @ 15¢ ey
il be regarded o of the © aty they © Tay
e (hought to o celess variet® against WHOT ery man
of s bstance sh ¥ s face B (s 18 0! frer all & W8 to
det b 2 wse TR ot 10 & & atue m g e whote
do gat He who " orthy of e ™ o speaks what B¢
hopestly bele €8 (e wnter § s 12¢€ nd and seldom &
‘i‘:‘u Af about be the © sequUEnces o
e i
Wneed be  TOS subject ™ reely dhy azd iu\\yogr; o
whatever may € 1 fat of those who &



3[8 SOCIAL THEORIES oF JACRSOVIAN DEMOCRACY

ten years i thys country aganst the power of the banls struggling
to free merely the Federal Government from their grasp but wath
humiating syccess At » ~

not indeed 1n our mind

countrymen  The partisans o the banks count on certam victory
The banks discount freely to build log cabins  to purchase  hard
cder  and to defray the expense of manufacturing enthusizsm fora

to hus country and especally to the laborer Ao matter who he 15
n what party he 15 found or what name he bears he s m our Judg
ment no true democrat as he can be no true Christian

{REsTRICT INHERITANCE OF ProperTY]
Following the destruction of the banks must come that of all

are born poor It will be seen at once that we allude to the hereditary
descent of property an anomaly i1 oyr Amernican system which must

our earliest opportunity  We only say now that 1s we have abolished
hereditary monarchy and hereditary nobility we must complete the
worh by abolishing hereditary property A man shall have all he
honestly acquires so long as he himself belongs to the world 1n which
he acquires 1t But hus power over his Properts must cease with his
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teother? As the rmihons become itelligent umited and mdepend
ut the thousands are drvested of their power importance and wealth
The few have always understood this and seen the necessity of the
dlosest umon among themselves 1 order to maintain their ascendency
skl the many have not only been sgnorant of this fact but have
slwmys regarded the few as their benefactors protectors and friends
Hence we are doomed 1o never-ceasing exertion for the enjoyment of
our 1 hts 2nd the improvement of our condition until we work out
the seform of socaety and by the complete enjoyment of the blessings

tfequlity the common good of all the people shall consttute the
Derest of all

[Rerorut Most CouE FROX THE ProrLE}

Our destiny fellow catizens 1s 1n our O¥T hands and we must rely
upon aurselyes alone for the improvement of our republican institu
ts the reform of ourlaws and the bettenng of our soctal and polit
mlcmditon And af we sinh into slavery to ourselves alone must
the calamuty be charged  For the governments the constitutions the
Liws and all the institutions of the country are 1n our hands and we
Tave the power to mold them to our will  In this respect we have
the advantage of all the rest of the world Before the mdustrious
demoratic portion of the people 1n other countnes will be able to
tajoy all the nghts and exerase all the po ers guaranteed to us by

ur constituts ns many revolutions are to take place either silently
d peaceably 1n the lapse of time or more suddenly by convulsions
boodshed and civil war Ve cannot be judged therefore mn com
Tanson with the people of other nati ns 1f we are not in every respect
farb fore them 1 knowledge and 1n virtue no less than n abundance
and all the blessings of social life we show ourselyes vastly less deserv
mg Fore eryinsttut n every law everyacton of our government
emanates from ourselves we e respons ble for all the evils ansing
from bad laws defective ¢ nst tutions evil administrations or what
&t 1 society tends to the mjury of the people But our fathers

T saymgthatth trests fanytw pottions fth ommumty are distinet



23
FREDERICK ROBINSON
A PROGRAM FOR LABOR!

[THE NECESSITY FOR REFORM]

that day when freedom and equality was promulgated as the
natural birthnght of man It 1s the peoples day and should
ever be devoted to therr service to the keeping alive i them the
Lnowledge of their nghts and 1t ought never to be appropriated to
any other purpose It should always be regarded as the epoch of our
pohtical emanaipation from a foreign power and the commencement
of a new era mn the social and pohtical condition of the people  But
while we rejoice on this occasion over the advantages acqurred for the
human race by the labors and sacnfices of our fathers let us not
suppose there 1s nothing left for s to do but to glory m their achieve-
ments and boast of being their descendants It behooves us rather
on every annual return of this day to examne what progress »¢ have
made m hnowledge and virtue and enquire what steps we have taken
n the promotion of human happmness what we have done for the
general diffusion of truth and the dissemmation of a just Lnowledge
of their own nghts among the great mass of the people 1 what way
we have improved our social and pohtical condition and to devise
means for a more perfect enjoyment of that liberty and equality which
our fathers purchased for us with thetr blood
The condition of the people can never reman stationary When
not improving they are smling deeper and decper 1nto slavery
Eternal nigilance alone can sustain them and never ceising exertion
1s necessary for their social and pohtical improsement For the inter
ests of the thousands are alwavs contrary to the interests of the m!
hons The prospenty of the one always consists 1n the adversity of

I‘: BEcoMES Us fellow citizens to rejoice on the annnersary of

1[From An Orol o del vered b fore th T ades U onof Bost  and baci Ay

July 3 1834 (Boston 1834) — Abndged |
32
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have purchased for us pohtical rights and an equahity of pruleges
which we hive not yet had the mntelligence to appreciate nor the
courage to protect nor the wisdom to enjoy  For although 1t cannot
he denied that in this country there can be no adiantages poners o
povileges which everyone has not wn equal nght to enjoy yet dowe
not see everywhere around us privileges advantages monapabes
enjoyed by the few which are denied to the many wdeed do we not
see all the same machinery 1n operation among us which has crowded
the great mass of the people of other countries down into the grossest
ignorance degridation and slavery  While we have been companng
our condition with the miserable slavery of other nations and beasting
of our advantages and glorving in the achierements of our fathers
rgnerantly supposing that we were alreidy n the possesston of the
hughest degree of biberty and in the enjoyment of the most pesfect
equality the enemy have been silentlv encroaching upon our nights
But this delusion has passed the enchantment 1s broken  The people
are begmnning to awake Fuyery day brings to our cars the pleaung
intelligence that the industnious classes which always constitute the
democracy of the country are begmning to bestir themselves and are
enquiring what they shall do to be saved not from the threatened
evit of another world but from the evils which they begin to see
impending over them and thetr children here

But how shall we avord these evils how improve our condition and
scatter the blessings of equahty over the land? We must doat fellow
citizens by unton among ourselves and by acting in concert with the
democracy of the country While the fes can contrise means to
keep the people divided among themselves they 1)l an evsy prey
There are but two great political divistons i the world those whoare
1n favor of a government of the people and those who are in favor «f
a government over the people of a government of the many anda
government of the fes of hiberty and slavery  But 1t has often been
shown by reasons and arguments not to be controverted that a
government over the peaple has not 1 nght to exist because there 1s
not one man 1n a hundred whose interests to say nothing of s duty
would not lead him to oppose such a government and as it 1sampe ssible
for one man forcibly to govern a hundred a gorernment over the
people can only eust with ignorance corruption an 1 fraud
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sense of the great difference betneen bhus situation and theirs to make
bis superonty discermible and their nfenonty wnsupportable wall
sotwithstanding boast much of patriotism  The senimentahist the
post rizy deem the Jove of country to be an attachment to the hills
2nd valleys the mountams and cataracts the bubbling springs and
pulng streams the rrvers and octans the far extended prospect the
ixernt verdure and while absorbed tn these things and regardless
of whate er affects the human tace «f charged with s ant of patnotism
would be offended for hus local attachment ks love of mountains
wles and streams he mustakes for patnotism  And the capitahst
fheloves the banks the msurance companies and all the incorporate
pint stock mstitutions of our country our whole country  thinks
pehaps that thislovess patnotism - But real patriotism consists not
walove of the sl the cimate the scenery becau e these may be
found 1 other countries equal and 1 some superior to our own
Desther does 1t consist an an attachment to governments conshitu
tons andlans tfitdid the inhabitant of Turkey would be unpatniotic
dheloved not the laws which enable the Grand Turk at any time to
strikeoff us head  But patniotism consists in nothing but a brotherly
affection an e tenst e fove tonard the whole human family and 2
onstant desire 2 never-ceasing exertion to subserve the interests and
P omote the happiness of all
The true lover of Tus country will consequently feel an attachment
ta the constitutions and laws of is country while he belicves them to
be subservient to the happiness interests nghts and hiberties of the
whole people and he  1ll have an utter abhorrence 2 petfect hatred
for all nstitut ons which have a contrary effect which tend to raise
i¢ man aboye another or i any way 1o keep the great mass of the
l‘:Ople Wignorance and slavery  For whatever exalts the few humbles
Sn; many a d luxary and splender grow from poverty and want
e must be po r that others may be ich  And wherever we find
the few possessed of e cessine niches we find asa consequence the
many reduced to excessive poverty  For nches can no more exist
:xlkout pove ty than mountas without valleys  If there were not
single ich man m th w rld there would be no Jess wealth i the

world than there 1s now but then 1t wouls
Tl o these s now uld be spread equally over the

y d ffusing equal aby
bappiness among 1t @ undance comfort and
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They divide themselves into all parties and by contriving 1o obtan
the ascendency 1n all endeavor to bring all into equal contempt with
the people How often have we 1n this way been deceived Some
ambitious learned and talented demagogue finding 1t the cheapest
way to power and wealth courts the people the rabble whom he
at heart despises and after making great hy pocritical pretensions to
democracy 1s raised to office by the people Being now raised to
distinction by the many he begins to court the favar of the few
Having political authenty he now longs for nches nitles and family
alhances with the proud and the wealthy  He begins to mterest him
self in all the exclusive policy of the anstocracy promotes the establish
ment of all kinds of moneyed combmations favors the chartenng of
all hinds of monopolies and finally becomes dentified with the excly
sive pohicy of the few Their opposition 1n the mean time graduilly
softens down Their papers become less virulent then seem half way
toapprove and in order to decene the people pretend to be converted
to their cause and speak 1 Iugh terms of ther inteligence 1n choosing
50 good a man  He 1s now the candidate of the anstocracy and the
people being i this way deceived continue also to support um  But
experience ought to teach us that when opposition towards any ene
begms to abate 1t 1s time to watch hum closely and shen this oppost
110n 15 changed into favor 1t 1s time to desert him  For the anstocracy
of our country under all the different names which they hase assumed
have never failed to recere with open arms all traxtors to the cause of
the people and have alnays put them forward mn the warfare which
they have unremittingly waged against free pnnaiples  They da this
from the same policy which wmduces 1rmies 1o push forward Dbattle
the traitors and deserters from the opposite camp  Because they
Lnow that traitors and descrters have already passed the Rubicon
have put everything at stake and must therefore fight with the most
rechless and desperate fury hnowing that if the party to which they
have deserted fan they must Jose all becoming contemphible i 1be
eyes of those to whom they have deserted while held 1n abhorrence
by the party they had betrayed  In all their schemes to decene us
patnotism and love of country 15 foreser upon thew tongues The
nich merchant whose whote soul 1s absorbed 1n profits and losses and
instead of laboring to render the condstion of his species more equal
comfortable and happy endeavors to impress hus dependents with 2
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Nerther can poverty exist without niches In communmities where
the whole people are in want of many conveniences hving among
rocks and mountains Iike the Swiss far remorverd from commerce
-t t to procure the
1 u gt prevails the

People are contented and happy

[Tueory or Dexocracy)

All mankind are one great famuly and the Almighty Father of us
all has made our common mother earth to produce bountifully and
more than enough to feed and clothe and shelter all He spreads
hs great table before us and loads 1t with abundance He gves all
an equal nght to partake and yet a few gormandizers devour the
whole and leave the rest to want  Equality comprses every thing
that 1s good mequahty everything that 1s evil LEquality 13 Iiberty
Libertv without equilty 1sdead TItisa word without meaning mere

sounding brass and a tinkhng cvmbal Fquality 1s democracy
Everyone who truly loves the human rce will fav or such gosernments

take him by the hand and treat him as a brother — whatever he may
call umself he1snota democrat  for the spinit of democracy which
15 equality teaches us that the laborer the producer and not the
talented the rich and the learned are the benefactors of manhind
It 1s the laborer that provides us with food and clothing that butlds
our houses ships and factories digs the canals levels the rlroads
and procures for us all the necessaries cons cniences and luxuries of
Wfe  How foolish then 1s pride and haughtiness how chuldish how
thoughtless 1t 1s for men to presume that because thes can Ine at
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Neither can poy erty eust without niches In communities where
the whole peaple are 1n want of many convenences Inang among

[Tueory or Dexocracy)

All mankind are one great famuly and the Almighty Father of us
all has made our common mother earth to produce bountifully and
more than enough to feed and clothe and shelter all He spreads
his great table before us and loads it with abundance He gives all
an equal nght to partake and yet a few gormandizers devour the
whole and leave the rest to want  Equality comprises ever) thing
that 15 good mequality everything that 1s eva] LEquality 15 hiberty
Liberty without equality 1s dead It isa word without meaning mere

sounding brass and » tinkhing evmbal Equalty 1s democracy

on which he 1s to act  In al hus intercourse with s fellow men 1
all hus dealings 1t will be hus Bovermng principle to do unto others as
he would that others should do unto him  This 15 the rock on which
democracy 1s founded  The man that indulges himself 1n ostentation

tahe him by the hand and treat him as a brother — whatever he may
call humself he 1s not a democrat For the spint of democracy which
15 equality teaches us that the laborer the producer and not the
talented the rich and the learned are the benefictors of mankind
It 1s the laborer tht provides us with food and clothing that builIs
our houses ships and factores digs the canals levels the ratlroads
and procures for us all the necessaries conveniences and Juxuries of
Ife How foohsh then 1s pnde and haughtiness how chil Iish how
thoughtless 1t 15 for men to presume that because they can Ine at
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tionable for 1ts densal admits the night of slavery  But every effort
which the producing classes have ever made for the enjovment of th
most obvious nght has alnays met with the most determined oppos:

tion of the anstocracy  Wherever they have held all political pawer
laws have been emacted snflicting fines 1mpnsonment and transpor
tation on those that attempt by unions among themselves to fix the
price of thewr labor Where they have not all political power they
have recourse to everything within th 1r reach to every argument to
every quibble every sophistry 1n arder to flatter the people to relin
quish or drive them to renounce this nght  Those that have not the
unblushing confidence to deny this right altogether contend that st 1s
an mdividual and not a social nght  For although each mdividual
may fix the price of his own labor yet no two or more individuals have
a night to agree amo1g themselves to fix the price  But when men
enter into a state of society all those nights which 1t 1s 1mpossible to
enjoy without the ard of others become socmal nghts and must be
enjoyed sfatall by concert withothers  It1s unreasonable to suppose
that we are possessed of rights which we have not the power fo enjoy

But 1f we have not the social night to fix the pnce of our own labor 1t
1s perfectly useless to allow us the right atall  For how can an unaided
mdividual without wealth without education ignorant of the world

and even of the value of lus own fabor who must command immedate
employment or starve enjoy this right as an wdividutt nght? M he
enyoy 1t at all the interests of others engaged n the same or other
emplovments must secure 1t to lum  No law has ever been enacted
w this country in relation to this subject But the anstocracy have
notwithstanding attempted to fnghten the people with the semblance
of law  The judiciary 1n this State and 1n every State where judges
hold thair office dunng life s the headquarters of the anstocracy

And every plan to humble and subdue the people onpinates there

One of the most enormous usurpations of the judiciary is the clam
and possession of common law junsdiction  Common taw although
contamed 1n ten thousand diferent books 1s said to be unwntten
faw deposited only 1n the head of the judge so that whatever he sys
1s common Jaw must be common Iaw and 1t 1s impossible to know

before the judge decides what the law 15 But stillin ordes 1o Justify

the judge in allimquitous deaisions they hase recaurse to precedents

or previous decisions And however unjust and wicked any decision
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Who are they who complain of trades unions® Are they not those
whose combmations cover the Jind and who have even contnved to
mvest some of therr combmations with the sanctity of lan?  \re they
not those who re the owners of 11l hinds of monopohes who pass
ther lnes n perpetual caucuses on change 1 halls connected with
banhs composing smsurinte compames f:
turnpihe bridge canmal railroad and all other legahzed combinations?
Do not each of the learned professions constttute unons among them
sehves 10 control their own business? And have they not fortified
their unions by alhance with each other and with the nich and thus
established a proud haughty overbearing fourfold anstocracy 1n
our country? Well may the capitahsts monopohsts judges lawyers
doctors and priests complan of trades untons  They know that the
secret of therr own power and wealth consists in the strictest concert
of action and they hnow that when the grent mass of the people
become equally wise with themselves and unite their power of numbers
for the possession and enjoy ment of equal nghts they will be shorn of
their consequence be humbled of their pride and brought to persona)
labor for theirr own subsmistence  They know from expenence that
untons among themselves have 1lsays enabled the fen to rule and
nde the people and that when the people shall discover the secret of
their poner and learn to use it for thew own good the scepter will
fall from their hands and they themselves will become merged 1n the
great wvulgar mass of the people

The judge knows this  He knows that he 15 a member of a com
bmation of lawyers better orgamzed and more stnct nd ty rannscal
1 the enforcement of therr rules than even masonry itself  He knows
that when the dispositions in the community to investigate and destroy
secret societies turns tself upon the bac Abuses will be discovered so
enormous as completely to echipse those of every other combnation
e shall then discover that we have been fishing for minnows and
let shp the leviathan  We shall discover that by means of this regu
Jarly orgamzed combination of hwsers throughout the land the w hale
government of the nation has alnays been in ther hands that the
Jaws have alwavs been molded to suit thew purposes and what are
called Courts of Justice are enly engines to promote their interests
and secure therr ascendency n the commumty  The judges kaon
that this combmatton has enabled them to usurp one entire branch

turing comy
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{AsotrTion oF CORFORATF AMovoroty}

0f all the contrivances of the anstocracy next to the usurpation of
the pdicary and thus turning the most potent engine of the people s
govemment against themselves therr umons 1 the shape of incorpo-
nte monopalies are the most subtle and the best caleulated to pro-
Tote the ends of the few the ignorance degradation and slavery of
themany This hydra of the ads ersary has within a few years grown
1paround us unti} the monster covers the whole land branching out
amually tato new heads of different shape each devounng the sub-
stance and destroying the nghts of the peaple  But the mast potent
and deadly 15 the bank 2 monopoly which takes exerything from the
popleand g es them nothung 1n return  The whole value of paper
monty ton 1sts 1n the consent of 1he people to gne it currency and
all the advantages of such a currency of n ht should accrue to the
peaple A bank monopoly consists 1 the exclusive power of issuing
totes of hand without interest and recewving the notes of hand of
othe s bearing interest with good secunty  And whatever notes of
tand the banks may 15sue more than the gold and sil er which they
bave to redeem them 15 an absolute cheat upon soniety as much so
233t would be to forge the same nates  But it has been shown of kate
by bank retarns that there 1s niot 1n the possession of all the banks
Speaeenoughtop y more than twelve and a half per cent on the whole
bk crculation « hach shovs that the banks taken together are
Tecovering an annu 1 interest  § six cents on every ninepence they
Possess Hoy completely then by the means of bank unions have the
anstocracy nult fied the people s law against usury and j et the jadges
who are the swom and sat red guards of the constitutional nghts of
the people are silent on th subject! What 1s the difference whether
Liet one doflar for fo ty-eight cents or sphit it in eight parts and let
€ach of them under the n me of a dolar for six cents? Money was
desioned as a measur

f -alue as a medium of exc
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the natton  Each performs his mndividual part and by acting
concert by secret confidential communications by speabing publicly
and povately 1 favor of thewr candidates they have generally suc
ceeded 1n electing the men predestined to office by the bar  Having
m this way succeeded i electing the appomnting officers where will
the appomtments be most hikely to fali? In what nay besides this can
we account for the fact that almost every office of honor and profit
remains mn the hands of members of the bar?  But the evil of the <ecret
trades umon of the bar does not stop here Vhen the legslature
assembles every senator and every representative of the bar s pre
pared They are all acquainted with each other they feel that st1s
for their interest to act i concert United efforts are always made by
this fraternity to choose the president of the Senate and the speaker of
the House of Representatives from the bar  Thus effected the nhale
business of legistation 1s completely in their hands  The president of
the Senate and the speaker of the House have the apponting of all
commuttees and being lawsers they are always careful to put 3
majonty of their brethren on every committee which has anything
to do wath the laws and in this way laws are drafted sntroduced and
talked through the legislature by members of the bar While the
people submit to these abuses 1t 1s easy to account for the continued
eustence of the dark and intricate laby nnth of our laws

Of all the reforms which we have pledged ourselves to ccomplish
the reform of the judiciary and of the laws 15 the most smportant
Let us then go about the work with never ceasing efforts until the
great mass of our fellow laborers who always constitute an over
whelming majority shall sce the necessity of a thorough law reform
In the first place judges should be made responsible to the peaple by
penodical elections  The boist of an mdependent judioiary 18 always
madetodecennevou  We want no part of our government independent
of the people Those who re responsible to nobody ought to be
entrusted by nobody  But to whom are the judges responsible? The
anstocracy always center around pos er placed beyond the reach of
the people and until we can fill the bench with men of learning good
sense and sound judgment who do not belong to the secret fratermty
of the bar all attempts to simphfs the las s and the practice of the
law will be 1n vam  For why need we attempt to fegislate while the
judges hold legistatine power and can nulliy our lawsat their pleasure?
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splendor at the expense of the slavery of nnocent females and even
boast of fat dimdends obtamed from fourteen hours daly labor of
youmg women and children  England has already been lepislating on
ths subject and shall we see our sisters and daughters oppressed
without making an effort for their rehef?

Tebecomes us also to make proviston by law for the rekef of fatherless
children 2nd orphars allowing te each a weekly sum from the public
purse enough to supply them with the necessanes of hife and afford
them means of istruction until they are able to support themselves
The ¢ond tion of the widows and fatherless children of the producing
thisses 1n this country 1 know from m) oWn evpenence 1s most
deplorable  Left without property often with several mnfant chuldren
the very care of which seems too great a hurden to many without
tvena hiouse or a room for shelter what must the feelings of the 1no-
cent bereaved and helpless widow be? Thrown upon the world she
must exther submut to the run and degradation of an almshouse or
ber feeble hands must provide food and clothung and shelter and fuel
forberself and httle ones  Hov can we cling to any of the superfiusties
ofbfe or ¢ en enjoy the homely meal while we hear the widow and
Eatherless crying for food? Bv what tenure do we hold the breath of
our hies> Tomorrow our sives may be widows and our children
orphans without bread Ve are all embarked upon the great ocean
aflde  Some of us must smb 10 v ery stage of the voyage e know
mtwho nor when nor where It becomes us then to make provision
ere we sink for the rescue of our waves and children from the waves

1t would be easy fellow otizens to sug_est 1o you improvements
for the relief of the wretched the mnstruction of the ignorant the
teform of the acious the exaltation of the humble and the humliation
ofthe proud until the shades of mght eny elope the hemusphere  For
whathave we yet d ne in these respects since our fathers wrought out
for us political mdepende ce and equality { privileges and put into
;:r hands the po e of perfecting our go ernment and securing our

Ppiness? The mill ons have been lulled into a fatal secunty while

- - v

razks bribung our officers and filling their army with the venal and
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extended enjoyments and 1t has a night to such enjoyments so far
2u1t fabricates them for stsel tr conformuty to the general good  But
that something spproaching the pature of a commurity or more
properly an assoctation for secunng equal advantages could be made
to procure those results for every department of Productive Industry
{he elucadatians of the subject by the expenments and disquisitions of
Mr Owen and others already adverted to leave no room 1o doubt
and wth modifications swited to each particulat hind would be eastly
Ut to practice though 1t cannot be said that more than the funda
mental princaples have yet been 1aid out and they must depend much
on espenence for thewr perfection
Nevertheless whatever be the power of such establishments as
* o~n o acs by equal

nng affairs
and 1n the efficency of which we ba e U t belief yet

wt do not percesve how the means they propose to wit the erection
of lmited and independent villages compnsing a varety of concerns

are ta mclude the smmense and important wmterests with valuable
st embraced 1n the composition of large aties 1n which an equal

ration of advantages 1n order to obtain the same benefits 1s full as
desrable as in other s tuations  However we believe 1t practicable to
tome at 2 sinnlar result by the most feasible means and at the same
tme preserve from desolation by turning to account the stupendous
Quantity of the products of labor which are there bestowed 1n the
vartety of buildings accoramedated to the present systems of inequality
and deprivat on 1n conjunction with mamtaimng and confining the
P ecious metals to ther lemtimate and happy uses 1n the form of 2
arcalating representatsve of labor performed or wealth actually pro-
duced for which purposes the febaity of the contrvance seems to
falt httle short of divine apart from sts prof: and
abuset the devices of tnjustice and oppression through the operations
of unfarr profits usury and stock wstitutions  We wll therefore

refer for the ments of the propositions for the form:
er purpose
the plans themsel es mtroduced in an 2 3 o

ppendux to this hool,
the uitle of Pract cal Tustrations and proceed o offer sameu:(;der
tow rds the latter object s
The texm Equality unfortunately from sts »
S50C]
words of stmilar force 2nd value 1 recent t:ansacm‘::‘::a‘:lhli\z‘t?l
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(he funds of {he assobion (he other o and o0 the expiration of
the sup“\a\td ume the apprentice shalibe admmcd an equal mernber
of the assocalion
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and to encourige such lectures 1nd efforts as any members may volun
teer directed to that end  And further that after the expiation
of-——years 1 mod rately good acquuntance with the pnnapal
branches of science and at least one Ining or dead Janguige shall be
requsite for admission 10 our assecition

e do agree That we will endeavor to promote and effect 1 genera!
system of conference and nterchange of ofintons betueen this 1nd
other similar associations by means of delegates mn such mrnner as
shall hereafter be determmed 1 order to effect the abyects contem
plated 1n the preceding articles to estabhish and uphold each other
and to promote the extension of the system by such aid and 1ssistances
1s we shall be able to contnbute

{DeFensE oF Tue TorrGoinG Pran]

The foregoing 1t 15 belicved wall be found te eontain the fundamen
1al pninoiples for an association that would have the power of secuning
te its members the products of their Iibor thaugh some vanations
and numerous 1dditions would be required to it 1t to every hind of

facture as the ¢ of each have need particularly i
~~ am micons carpenters ete  Rat all
Labe |

m percening by whit mowia o o »

their condition and purswits

Tt wall readily occur to any who consider of the project that the
amount of capital for erecting such an institution should be confined
within as modertte bounds as possible as well as being dnided into
shares of a very small compass in order that the whale trade may be
enabled 1o fall in for the more nearly the whole are embraced the

~ " he s success and the necessity for the
~=e fion

from without M an assveat nen

of a particular species of manufacture m a certam locahty 1 wont
and muscle of 1t belongs ta that association therefore an indiny fuaf
who muht persist wm munttumng an exclusive estahhishment could
only suppls it with his own labor but as the atten lant burdens «f
rent etc would be proportionably greater he woull pereevere to
disadvantage if not finally sk It can Whewise scrrcely escape
notice that the establishment of such 1ssaciations ould relieve 3ts
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and to encourage such lectures and efforts as any members may volun
teer directed to that end  And further that after the expiration
of——years a moderitels good acquantance with the prnapal
branches of science and at least one Ining or ded Inguage shall be
reqmsite for admission to our association

¥ e do agree That we will endeavor to promote and effect a general
system of conference and nterchange of opmions between this and
other similar assocations by means of delegates 1 such manner as
shall hereafter be determmned 1n order to effect the objects contem
plated m the preceding articles to establish and uphold each other
and to promote the extenston of the system by such awd and assistances
s we shall be able to contnbute

[DErENSE OF THE FORLGOING PrLaRn]

The foregoing 1t 1s beheved will be found to contan the fundamen
tal principles for an association that would have the power of secuning
to 1ts members the products of their labor though some vanations
and numerous addrtions would be required to surt 1t to every kind of
manufacture as the crcumstances of each have need particularly i
the case of builders compnsing masons carpenters etc But all
mechanics traffickers manmers and others will have no great difficulty
1n percenving by what modifications 1t might be made applicable to
therr condition and pursuits

It will readuly occur to any who constder of the project that the
amount of capital for erecting such an institution should be confined
within as moderate bounds as possible as well as bemg divided mio
shares of a very small compass in order that the whole trade may be
enabled to fall in for the more newrly the whole are embraced the
more decisive and certain will be 1ts success and the necessity for the
remamder acceding s also their ability to contend with competition
from without If an association comprise the whole of the workmen
of a particular species of manufacture m 2 certam locahity the bone
and muscle of it belongs to that association therefore an indivrdual
who rmight persist 1 mamtunmg an exclustve estabhshment could
only supply 1t with hus own labor but as the attendant burdens of
cent etc would be proportionably greater he would persevere to
disadvantage 1f not finally sink It can hhewse scarcely escape
notice that the establishment of such associations would relicve 1ts
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cution of the arts of life wall be the power of calling mto useful operation
the dormant ability for Jabor which everywhere 1s visible and which
owmg to the mnstability of employment and the checl on demand we
have shown to follow an increased power of production together with
the tendency of the arts of competition of which we shall presently
speak under the easting systems cannot be apphed with advanta
geous effect whereby both vast quantities of the products of Jabor
and the uses of consumption are lost will at least be greatly obviated
or more probably wholly removed There are at all times i all
places large proportions of the productive classes unemployed and
though 1t might seem that they wre notwithstanding aiding the con
sumption to the fullest extent such s not the fact A person can
ewist on no more than one third of what he can mn his own person
consume or rather what full health strength and comfort reque
for thewr support both 1n food and habiliments and to this limet of
mere existence the proportion of which we speak are confined as alse
a large portion of those who are actually employed through the
restricting nature of campetition

{CLaTMS 1O CONSIDERATION]?

At first vien 1t rught seem that if competition really had this
power of curtathng the consumption 1t ought 1n time to acquire an
mereased violence of action that should almost entirely suppress pro
duction  And so mdeed it would but at a particular pont of us
operation what are called poor rates or taves are mierposed and
according to the modulation of their pressure on the competitors 1s
the effect vaned and prevented from becoming msupportable  Poor
rates and other mmposts are actually the friction weight which has
prevented the machmery of the present system of competition from
acquiring a motion that would long ago have destroyed aself

What the average result would be as to the extent of the means of
comfort and enjoyment which each mdindual would possess 1 the
event of a general change of systems cannot y et be distinctly deter
mined but there 1s sufficient data to warrant the assertion that each
can have abundance with ample lesure to enjov 1t and though some

[bsd pp 113 117 —T xtec mplete])
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ad»antages of industry ang bor anq
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of the worlq
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yet bave nothing! Such s at Jeast the case with the great mass of
miskud And ell the nich we certamnly know cannot pretend to be
propartionally more virtuous than they The mere acadental ar
cumstance of baving acquamntance with ham from whom he has drawn
s wealth of having hus confidence of knowing how ta takeadvantage
of the stustion of it the particulars 1 any way concerned the
operation of extracting such wealth from s former propnetor s not
of such importance as ta gne 2 nght paramount over all other men
even if we were to admt such former prapnietor to be a just and
geowne owner  But such he evidently s not and a5 suck wealth
den ed froma lum whoever may have it must be deluered up ta the
community who are the nghtful owners A poisoned fountamn cannot
send forth sweet waters nor he who holds a victous title give a virtuous
one 10 another

But i some respects the reasoning 1 which 1 have allos ed myself
to indulge 1n the course of the present chapter 1s of a hind calculated
- and two things together which ought to be Lept

¥ fect passession

what T call
first possession 3t 15 that w1 w ery country

“
order to be given to bam who 15 so fortunate as to have what 13 called
alegator whatever he shall have requested out of anythung which he
Possessed at the termunation of his hife  The effeets of shich 1 spoke
2sgrowing out of 1t are the additions made to 1t by acquisition through
the aperation of that state of things where 2 few hase altand the many
2othurg T use the word legator but the word donor s equally apph
cable smce the latter gues the property 1t may be s few years
sooner the difference bewng only 1n time Tt will be better therefore
to defer combating any further ob which will ly anse
to that whach 15 yet to be proposed until 2 full 1w can be had by
alt of the features 3t will extubat

So much has been said as to what really 15 not and shauld not be
that the eade w5 no doubt prepated o anticipate mn part what
should be 1o foresee the modification tuch 1t 1s necessary out state
Bovernment should undergoe belore the ughts of property which
Belong to man m s natural state can be secared to fum n the smufi
@2l state m which society finds lam and before the nghts of postenty

can be preserved t them as they should have been to us for ther
o exclustve use and benefits
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This modification will be accomplished by Ppursuing the followng

P_an
T Let a new State Convention be assembled Let ¢ prepare a
new constitution and Jet that constitution after having been adopted
by the People decree an abolition of al debts both at home and

much personal property as may be the possesston of transtent
owners not being citizens Let 1t order an equal diviston of all thys
Property among the Qtizens of and over the age of matunty 1n
manner yet to be directed et 1t order all transfers or removals of
Property except so mych as may belong to transient owners to cease
until the division 15 accomplished

2 Let a census be taken of the people ascertaning and recording
n books made for the Purpose the name time when born as near as
may be and annexing the age the place of nativyty Pparentage sex
color occupation domicile or residence and time of residence since
last resident 1n the State distinguishing alsens from atizens and
ordenng with the €Xception of the Agents of Foreign Governments
such as Ambassadors ete  that all such ahens shall be considered as
atizens if they have been resident for the five Years next previous to
the time when the before mentioned division of Pproperty shall have
been ordered

3 Let each aitizen association corporation ang other persons at
the same time when the census 1s bemg taken give an mventory of all

out detriment to the State
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this dividend which may be called a patnmony  differs from the
onigmal dividend By comparing the amount of each person s pur
chases with this pitnmony 1t will be seen whether he 1s creditor or
debtor to the State and how much and he will be entitled to recene
the same or required to pay 1t to the State accordingly

10 There 15 one €xception to the delivering of Ppropertv to presons

regulations 1t should be entrusted to them

1 While all this s transacting  persons already arnived at the
age of matunity and before they can be put in Ppossession of their own
pattimony will dre Of these and others throughout the State a
daily register should be Lept from this time forsard forever and so

Just mentioned
12 An annual dividend forever shall be made of the property left

throughout the State by persons dying between the last day of every

a situation provided such state or natron allows
the value thereof of our citizens dying there and
to be sent home to 1bide by the operation of our

property 1n such
the property or
leaving property
own laws
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for such persons as shall require 1t The good ctizen has only to
mform the appheant for chanty where his proper wants will be supphied

19 All persons after receiving their patrimony will be at full hiberty
te reside withm the State or to take 1t or its avails to any other part
of the world which may be preferred and there to reside as a citizen
or subject of another state

20 Property being thus continually and equally divided forever
and the recervers of such property embarking m all the varnious pur
suits and occupations of hife these pursmits and occupations must be
guaranteed agunst mnjury from foreign competition or otherwise
mdemmty should be made by the State

I have thus developed the principles of the modification which the
Government of this State should undergo and the means necessary
to accomphsh 1t 1n order that every citizen ma) enjoy mn a state of
society substantially the nghts which belong to him m a state of
nature I leave the reader therefore for the present to hus own reflec
tions intending mn the next chapter to offer such reasons as the subject
admts for enforcing the proprety of adopting such modification and
of the means proposed of accomphshing 1t
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them on the Bntish and Amerncan governments It has indeed
become customary among the advocates of money mahing no matter
by what means m which category we must place some London nens
papers of great pretensions to sneer at the attempted suppression of
the slave trade as a failure It 15 true that by the connivance of the
Portuguese Brazihan and Spamish authorities with scoundrel mer
chants British and Amenican the trade still enists But what s 1t
compared with what 1t would be did 1t enjoy as formerlv the patronage
and favor of all the flags? and how much longer 1s 1t likely to flounsh?

We may mention next among these movements on behalf of the
laboring class the abolition of chattel slavery in so many of the
ultramarme offshoots from Europe not alone by the strong hand of
the slaves themselves as in Hati not alone in conseguence of pro
tracted aival war —a consequence generally pretty certam to follow
—as 1n the Spamsh Amencan republics but also from a mere sense
of shame and wrong as n the now (so called) free states of the North
Amencan Union and from an impulse of humamty and justice even
at a heavy outlay of money as in the Brtish tropical colomes

We may mention further the subdivision which has been carried
so far 1n France of the lands of that country among the actual culta
vators a subdivision objected to by certain Bntish economsts as not
so favorable to the production of wealth a pomt however not to be
hastily conceded but which unquestionably does tend to give to the
cultivators a certam social importance and political weight

Let us add the system of savings banks by which the Enghsh
laborers for wages have been enabled to wnvest their savings mn 2
comparatively safe and easy manner and thus to share in that accumu
Jation of wealth which forms so important an element of power

Add further the constant advances and development of manufac
tunng mdustry gving employment and igh wages to a class of
laborers vastly superior m mtelligence to the stupid and thoughtless
rustics by whom the fields of Europe are generally cultivated a class
among whom have ansen those Chartists and Socialists whom we
have had accasion to notice towards the close of our burgher age 2§
claimants for political rights a class i fact from which the larger
portion of the eusting burgher class has itself deniv ed 1ts ongn

Such are some of the social changes which may be regarded as
precursors and signs of the approaching Age of the People
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n the desert ot enough for the whole thirsty and 8asping company
would readily share s cup with You did the stream only run a httle

ler

The first great necessity then of the human race 1s the ncrease of
the Productiveness of human Iabor Science has done much 1n that
respect withmn the Iast century and 1n those to come 15 destiuned to
do vastly more Vast new fields are Opening on our American conty
nent on which labor can be Pprofitably employed  So far from labor
being the sole source of wealth )] sufficient in rtself as certam politr
cal economists teach nothing 1s more certam than that Europe has
long suffered and still sufferg from a plethora of Iabor from beng
obliged to feed and clothe many for whom 1t has had nothing remuners
tvetodo The Unyteq States of Amenca have now attained to such
a development that they are able easily to absorb from half a million
to a2 mullion annually of jmm we- - the
Iaborers of Eurape h, In
so domg not only dc J tlange a barren field of labor for a fertile
one and at the same tyme relieve the pressure at home but by becom
g themselves consumers far more s than ever they were able to
be at home of the more artificial products of the countnes from which
they emigrate they contnbuyte doubly to raise the wages of those
whom they have left behind

The development of Productive industry seems then to be at this

ent one of the greatest and most crying necessittes of the human
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m the desert not enough for the whole thursty and gasping company
would readily share hus cup with you did the stream only run a hitle
fuller
The first great necessity then of the human race 1s the increase of

the productiveness of human hbor Science has done much n that
respect within the last century and i those to come 1s destined to
do vastly more Vast new fields are opeming on our American contt

nent on which labor can be profitably employed  So far from labor
being the sole source of wealth all sufficient n 1tself as certam polits

cal economusts teach nothing 1s more certan than that Europe has
long suffered and still suffers from a plethora of labor from beng
obhged to feed and clothe many for whom 1t has had nothing remunera

tive to do  The United States of Amenica have now attawned to such
a development that they ase able eastly to absorb from half a mulhon
to 2 muilion annually of immugrants from Europe  What 15 more the
laborers of Europe have found it out and are rapidly emugrating In
so doing not only do they change a barren field of labor for a fertite
one and at the same time sehieve the pressure at home but by becom

g themselves consumers far more so than ever they were able to
be at home of the more artrficnl products of the countries from which
they enugrate they contnbute doubly to raise the wages of those
whom they have left behind

The development of productive mdustry seems then to be at this

moment one of the greatest and most crying necessitzes of the human
race But what 1s more essential to this development than peace and
socual order? It 15 not pusillanmuty then on the part of the people
of Europe but an tnstinct more or less conscious of nhat they need
most that prompts them to submt for the present without further
struggle to the rulers who have shown themselves to possess for the
time being the pover to govern a power fet it be noted quite too

unstable however not to sequire even in the view of those wha
possess 1t great circumspection and moderation tn its exercise War
and cxvil commotions though sometimes necessary to the preservation

of populas liberties have very seldom indeed been the means of therr

acquisition  consprracies hatched abroad never When the frut 1

npe 1t wall fall almost wathout shakung the tree What prompts to

anticrpate that pesied ts much oftener individual of class sufferng or

ambition than the true interest of the mass of the people The
bstacle at this to the comp wve political freedom

greatest
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Was appomnted diplomatye agent of the
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JACKSONTAN DEMOCRACY
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376 SOCIAL THEORIES OF JACKSONTAN DEMOCRACY

Crescent  On hys return he again moyed the g (1875} and Speamen Days ond

from paper to Paperuntilabout 1865, Hye Collect (1882 1833)

Civil War services led to a clerkship 1

the Department of the Intenor for a very Frances Wricnr (1795 18 2) one of

short time and then 2 clerhship lasting  the leaders 1 the Amencan freethought

eight years (1865~1873) 1n the Attorney  movement ardent advocate of national
neral s office This was ended by a  1zed education and of the gradval emanar

fter which he retired to  pation of slaves edited (w1th others) the

dew-Ha mony Go.ett and the Fre £

¢ ¢ er She was one of the first women to

dunng bis 1fe each corrected and en  del ver public lectures 1 the United

b-
larged by the author (1855 1856 1860  States on anticlenical themes Her pu
1867 1871 1876 1831-1882 1882 rggg- bshed books include Altorf (1819}

88 ~ Oth, ks published ~ Viewes f Soqs tyand Ma erss Amerscs
durmg b et 182 ) 4 Few Days sn Athens (1822) and

(
Taps(1865) Passaget Iug (1871) Dem A C urse of Populs Lect es (182)



s 33

Adbnn, Joseo® & 1d & B adt achotas XY

g coms & rd % Bla ywood \agas ¢ Qe 1ed 9%

Americt; * mod 1 1P te B { wre Brownn Q et Auge ¥ o~

gy § R 3§mn\hrulzr noy oot Theubnn;

et 48 Classes 3 9

W\Mmes & i 3 By v W\ D ch snv-FRY B

pb \ pote 3 On U Y

taw
) g IR 3 d 88
Anstocrasy A 3 538 s7-68 31 85 Byhesby agd % \)\ggﬂphm)\
ate 3 Remed & ge U 1
Tk 313 %

Baneroit Geors ot ! y g O W€ 38
of {the Peopt Cptat A5 at L ol
31 4 nufied P
By Pt (0 mted O ot o Pl d by
k, Second {8 Umted St 1 w . 43 13
w [ 4 orms 135
nmﬂ?:sd ¢ Jaxkso 5 Cp!\u y com u T30
puxcptal (78 £ 9% rotsm § 33 W]
Pakloass & c wd 9
Tk medom 95 ¢y Tho
B‘:ﬁ ot 94 UG a v ! 7 Cc;s 63
Bk 3 Rhod 1sd
Pakng compeUt T Ch Tusm W protest (b ® Kisé 1
compeut wages | 3 3
“mn\ gects | 88 3 chnst | Y 9 33 ¥ \oadequ te ¥
anz ¢ rest a0 % ay 3 Tl Wt 3 q
S m;ﬂw\lcy Chnt Ot e Church 38
3 4 mned b o p test € ‘st priesthood 3 3
s b b pores- © Ky
s W f g BB Chrsu et Mam
‘::’;mbeqﬂnyhiww 33:*5\1 o 319
m P 333 ® t be 2P ] T
mte fom bt 3 v ® wn 0O z\nt goure 1 JuK
nows 9% @b O gn uitural
dmroyed 31 2 - g o 11 bemog I
L S B° 36 medhane i
3 oy 9P o1 FaApcal! 7m
ANCHCA ot Sl e
» 3 #0% mddl U t « ¥



378
Classes Interests of mutually mcompaty
le 320

Classes labonng and producine brandeq
S agranans 219
Classes Proprietors and nop Propnetors

Clay Henry xx, 68
ommon good a publye concern 16
Ommon Mman x

Commerce 39 19 advantageous 5t
dutteson 1o interdependence of many
iactunng and 250

Commumly 43 50 enlightened ¢ mter
ests of 25

Commumly system advantages ang
weaknesses of 260~6r Dutch expen
ments 1n 240

Compass manner s Importance of 298

Consc ene Godsumpxre 265 unnersal
264

Consmunon mo al of mankind 43

Constitution of the Un ted State

loose construction of g6 stnct con
structi nof 3; g5
Constitutiona] Change  the Amenc n

Way 11927

Consmuhonul commercy | regylat op 91
Oonsumers Productive ang unproductrye
type 246

Cooper James F mumore xv biographical
hote 37 OnReprcscmau n 460

Corpo ate cha ters 166 ad antages of
221 monopolistic 2,

Corporate Partnerships  ag ocated by
Sedgvicl 5 3

Corporate Privileges 7;

Comporations 1o 2 18 busness gen
erally beneficia] 63 chantable 166~
69 powers of 163 82 publie 24
types of re iewed 233 34

Cred t extended systemof gz nsepa
able from capital 231 Jend ng ex
plated 16 s wild sp culat on 198

Culture Amencan not1 d p ndent g,

Cultural ndependence need for 55

Curtency 11 8 221 ba k regulation of
24-15 fluctuationsof 12 194 2 523
governmental regulation of 13 metal

INDEX

Le 225 metallic favoreq 218 19 pot
wealth 24, Paper 13

Merle 7%, G outh of Amerca
T/ 1ght xax

Dartmouth College Case XV 16g~18

Datveis  Charles Ste art xyy
quated xyy bxo"rapbxcalnute g
On P pular Government

Debt mpnsonment f r abolished 63
mpn onment for oPpo ed 336 public
10

Dema omyes angy union warni gaeapst
294

Democracy Amencn 2
Humanrty 32 pnnciples of
37 41 theory of 326~27 tru
30 workings of not aly ¥ysjust £ ble
129

cause of

Dcmocmncequahty Chnstian 28

Democrate party 2 31 35 130

Democ atic Republ canism 6

Digmity of democratic institutions 3
of human nature 25 g

Divine nght of kings 121 of monarch
158

Dorfman Joseph T Econ ¢ ifmgs
dm cnC | o on 1606-1865 xn

D rRe olution vy

Do r Thomas W 12 113 114

Education 25 38 54 Amencan u demo-
cfaic 82 generally hmuted to nch

49 1ncompatible with po erty 285

Datt pal xvu xva nano al compared
with common chools 84 286 pa
tonal equality in 88 national plan
for 286-87 national taxationfo 287
Beed f r 337 need for by} bo 149 of
sovere gn people 46-47 public demand
fo 5 nght of men t 271 71

Elections eﬂectoffrequeucy §7 popular
54 presidential 4

Lly E ra Stiles 258 n

Lmmo s Wilham brogr phicalnote 372
Democrat ¢ Republicam m  61-65

Empl yers tnek ryof 81 8

Enterprise f ee xan xx 1 free compets
U e 11 phl sophyofd mocracy 28
pmvate go



st B mbet 2 1
fa Y 38 » Gre 1@&0‘5«‘1 3
wmm\ o $4 Am D b
¢ pordt m 3 ¥
ined 3° st BV ¥
tabsm 53 st t ¥ “The S0 XA
A

L ok J 10 &
T oo &5 gta 1oot  led Hsm 86
1 Captal oo LaDO e 7 :ryt‘mckm
f“’m“““’”s“’ s)\'D'\d“V!—‘\ ograph
N w8 ot 31T} ™ T College
Freusit 08 s e 633
e { oaded e b ograshic o9
m‘dgt“‘d b 373 opes 4 Wt v the
2 hl\n;xsfw\as\\:‘ T 60
bt gy O
g S Lag T I 1 mas Y Yaperft O
b s ? pes b
Lxi) oiad 87 1mpett o0 (SN p ok
Freetrad w s
wndag e 4 mpro tmlx 31
ind g 1 PRl h
Gl Aloerts o ot ¢ T
Generat vl 43 Sty S HEYE )
o Witam M pog P
S g PP 4 Efe
theB akng Syt T 3 Jack: 4 6 6%
Go mpact 35 PO q wd T 75 Jbicad
ety 7oL 18 1055 6 Am n 2> 3 1reat Testam b
free theory § ¥ Nl
pop b g7 doctn [E8.3 ]ksvnnm w b
fallacy udly(ody( } wo ¥ ypmgﬂ_m‘ "
protect ¥ 3 e my 9 pos
facso § D A ¥t Jackeors ST hat m @Y
R gamen V97 O mad) dassm® e
opt 75 B a ot " w0 o
momty Y 5 has aght y o homas, R w6 1
oterd te 1 awd 1® ess 1 3 8 9 1ed 383
e ® e N ja a mocrsy 9 prsapies
6 mt et ™ g wmtd 3 no 9
3 § peo?t ol vy w @ 1 bnso Rachard M 0 a 6 6
fre 63 1UR a 78 63 b ograp® Ant 3 s dv
¢ umted > wm 8 © Qbserv atb Mad e
oty 68 € §y § umt | jdes U e b 38
7 ws P e populd Jawy B P eocrsey
jegumat D€ {6 3 38 fm § pledged
egol ¢ b= wu © 31
* e %, 3 ““‘snaﬁxa\nq
lgggnmm ag ! @t &7 P des § e

1



38

Laissez fajre XY 202 209 244
Law AmencanandEnghsh 282 Church
102 common used to oppress labor
329 exception to gy, favor of nealth
77 marhal yo, organic necessity for
change 1n 107
Lanrence Abbott 303
Laws of Producers €o0peraty e ylys
trated 347-50 of supply ang demand
186 33839
of 331 usury 208~ o
wye s bar association a secret trade
unton of 329
Leggett vy tham ¢y X1
graphical note 373 74
ton Is  66-g3
Legistat op class 5 76 ats true object
publchappmcss 267 special demoral
1zing 87
Liberty ang luxury ncompattble ¢
Buarantees of o6 natonal 52 recon
ciltation w th authonty 42-44
Liberties of the people 2
Lincoln Abraham x
Literature Amencan 3 37 ammatn
spint of 36 prncple of 35
Lobbying agents 1z
ke John xu

35 bro-
Democratic

John Ramsay o

Niccolo xvy qu ted 46

Machinery advantage of 249 and 1 1))
zation 25  and small ¢ prtabst g4
55 effect on national w alth 25 -53
effect on production 253 54 objections
of labor to

Madison James 1x X 6r 175

Mails importance of to cultu e 279
stopping on Sunday 63 stopp ng.
arguments against 280 Sunday oppo
sition to 275

MacCulloch
Machiavelly

INDEX

29 ruleof 13 o,
257-58

\Ia)omy nghts of 23
26 123-24 unjust

Malthus™ Thomas cnticized 161-65

Marbury Madison 3

Marshai} Jobn xxw 113 114 175 180
qQuoted r14 17071 172 173 74 178

Massachusetts Constitution of quoted
16,

Maysville Y et Xu 10

McCulloch v Maryland yo4

Mihtia 19 well regulated 63

Milton John W quoted 236

Minonty  mora} clam of a3 power
Teposed n 55 mghts of 23 29 weak
nessof 26

Money auultary types of 193 arculat
ing medium 224 a commodity 193
o8 hard 7 g3 .8 193 dmien out
by bank notes 27 paper 12 14 16
X7 2 6 paper and specte 33 paper
manufacture of 91 paper system 18
Payments 194 power 14 power dan
&er of concentrated 7 po er ure
sponsible o P oducts ¢ instrument
193

Moneyed interest 16 1y

Monopol es 7 145 alamm g evcres-
cence 163 infingements on general
nghts of society 72 nghts denved
rom

Monopolists 88 oppasition of to trade
unons 330

Monopoly xt 1y 516 17 18 55 73
aboktion of 333 opposed 318 pna
aple 212 emedy for 223 tendency to
breed monopoly 228

Monroe James , 61

Moore Ely xxvn b ographical note 374
On Labor U 10ns 289~300

Moral ense school 1n ethycs Tu

Mo ement reform sympathy for xu

Natina | ntary umon of inds duals
8

It
N tions causes of differe ces between
295

Matine Amencanism xx
Natur  best guide 30 38 42 law of
Te ersed in o fhzed society 327 of






Lafayette 50

Laissez farre XXt 202 209 244

Law Amencan and Lnglsh 28, Church
102 comm n yged g, oppress labor
320 evception to n favor of wealth
77 martial 102 organic necessity for
changein 1oy

Lawrence Abbott 303

Laws of Producers cooperats e ljys
trated 347~ 0 of s pply and demand
186 338 39 rcasonsforunmlelhgbmt)
of 331 usury 208~1q

Lawyers bar asSoclation a secret trade
unonof 3 g

Willam % vy

Leggett 5 b
8raplical note 373 74 Democratic
Editonals 66-83

Legislation class 7576 1ts trye object
publchappmess 67 spec al demoral
i 8y

Liberty angq luxury incompat ble ¢,
Buarantees of ; ¢ Dabon | 5 recon
aihat on wyeh auth nty 4, 44

Liberties of the people 2

Lincoln Abraham x

Literatur Amencan 3 37 ammaty
spint of 36 Principle of 35

Lobbymgagents 21

ke John xy

MacCulloch John Ramsay «,

Machiavells \icc | i quoted 46

Machner} ad antage of 249 and avily
2alion 252 and small capital st g5,
$5 effect on nati na} weulth  5p gy
effect on production 253 54 object: pns
of labor to 250

Madison James 1x 3 61 175

Maids 1mportance of to culture 279
stopping on Su day 63 st pping
arguments against 280 Sunday oppo
sition to 275

INDEX

Majonty nghtsof 23 29 ruleof 23 54
8

26 123 24 unjust 257
Malthus Thomas cnticzed 1616,
Marbury vs Madison 3
Marshall Johpn X1 113 11y 135 180

quoted rry 170~71 17 173 74 178
Massachusetts Constitution of quoted

16,

Maysville Yeto xn 10
McCulloch vs Maryland 114
Mihtia 19

f 23 power

reposedin 55 nghes of 23 29 weak
ness of 26

Money auuliary types of 193 airculat

sponsible g
193

Moneyed interest 16 17

Monopol es 72 145 alarming excres-
Cence 163 infn gements on geaeral
nghts of soctety 71 nghts denved
from »

Monopol sts 8g opposition of to trade
unions 330

Monopoly WX 15 16y 48 55 73
abolition of 333 opposed 318 pn
cple 2 2 remedy for 223 tendency to
breed m nopoly 228

Monroe James 1 6r

Moo e Ely vxyy by graphical note 374
On Labor Un ons 289-300

Moral sense school methics

Movement reform sympathy for x

Nation a oluntary union of md;viduals
48

Nations cay es of differences between
295
Nali e Amenc msm xx

Nat re best d 3 38 42 lawof
re rsed 3 gcmvﬂucdsoq!y 327 of






382

Rank distmnchions of 151
grounds of 143

Raymond Danel

Reform 30 an unsatisfactory method
310 need for 150 207 300 of socety
162 vs rTevolution 58 343

Relhigion and politcs 278 perfect free
trade 1n 79 POWer of teachers of 276

Representation 23 54 S5

- « ve nment conVEN1Ence

fnvolous

1 109
Amencan aims of 15575 wencan
incomplete 56 must work through
individual mands 133 nght of 104
10708 12§ 128

Ricardo Da 1d xu

Rights ecopomic imphied by Constitu
tion 145 equal 17 35 28 equal
mmpared 72 141742 equal of man

kind I equal sole rehance of labor
ngclass 77 fundamental 7 8 natural
to profits 84 of appeal 45 of man

38 159 of producers 142-46 of person

and property defended oo of oung
55 reserved of the people 12 ested
73 166-68

Robinson Fredenck xv1i X3vil 63 bo-
g aphical note 374 A Program for
Labor 320742

Safety Fund 229

Schlesinger Anthur M Jr Tk Age |
Jackso

T

Schne der H thert W A Hs tory fAmer
1o Pl losophy ¥%

Sectionalism 40

Sedgwick Theodore Jr_ xx b ographt
calnote 374 W hat Is A Monopaly
220-36

Self go\emmen! 22 26 8 43 4% 45 46
effects of 13

Self interest eahightened 361

Self love constituts nal with ma
essential to ¥ elfare of soaety 89

Separation of church and state 79

Shays Rebellion TV 108 220

289

INDEX

Simpson Stephen TV 1 ographucal note 1
374775 Poltical Economy and the

Wo kers 13767 .
-t

Slavery 124 and wage ! Lot
306-10 emsting beside free labot 1
Amernica 144

Smuth Adam xu cntiass of 160-61

Social institutions 30

Soaal Secunty 190

Sovereign whole people 122-28

Sovereignty 1 people 46 of people 138
211 popular 18 104 146 342 popt
and reform 321

Spails System 0799

Stake 1n society pnnaple of xv 24 10

State pnde 4 16

Gtates changes 18 orgame 1avw of 110
nternal regulations of 7

States nghts 6-8 127

Steam engme 1mportance of 299

St ry Joseph 172 quoted 173 180-81

Sub-treasury offices 96

Suffrage uni ersal 54

Sydney Algernon 113

Taney Rog rB xm 28

Tanft potet € 9496 protects ¢ &
legisl t1 e error 268 1€ €8 ¢ o6

Taxe ex mptionfrom o graduated 03

Taylo J ho of Caroline ¥ quoted
144 45

Tecums b 6 63

Trade balance of 255 36 foraign 237
38 f egn corapared
255 free 22 239

not1 ns 1 8 uncertainty of 194

Trade Unons 8 —82 33 ad ocated
29 conce ted actionby 7 Justified
5 not illegal comb natio $
dency f to dymnish strikes 293 value
t of pnnaple of comb nation 82

Treasury surpl 5 10

Trath immortal 272-73 UB ty of 266

Unempl yment borrors of 37 techno

togical con dered 251



JNDEX 383
p b walth A and p\sysm\ gengt®
an log¥ [R33) b 73 inequalty [
et 1O chanet !

t-ﬁ, lunkmd tate 9% 1!
e 59
‘mmmmn R oo EY (;Ql’ !: N
by o g367 g0l O [t
Ty Shosal 1 : 10" 143 gre weet 88 5 1
wherty 390 pyeet s eoV™ 4
e 6 bt hogﬂp\\\h\ ol s P pz\umm pro-
3 T oy TS B pibution
b ren Mastis ¥ "rg quoved ) 69 T W 3 dust t uonal
yeraghicat s P 1ucl O
-y Wbt palt u
ok 12 W MDp ogs 3
alsote 375 poetn LAY Whisky I
W oopdly Wh |l = T ogptitt ote
My Road R Pemocsscy
29-30
W;ée:m‘am(\hdilg \\i\‘:imkvg
macks ¥ o (17 W T o B
s 41 ; awo gt FA aogn
“V“‘ﬁ“ i ot 3 on T3t & £ s a0
i Gwn;nxans 62 3 cdy 82-88



